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Platform Adopted by the National Negro Committee, 1909 

We denounce the C\~r-growing o~On of our ~~~ooo (()lored fellow dti.ttns :LS the greatest menace th<' t 
threaten!; the oountry. Often plundertd ol their just share of the public: fuW, robbe-d of »earl)' ;\II pa.rt in tM gov~rnmtnt, 
.segrt'gattd b)' C01~unon carriers. SOOlC murdered with impuni~)', Md all treated with open C'Ont~mpt by officials, they arc h~ld 
in some SlAtes in pr:.actical sla"ery to the white communlt)'· The J)'Ste~tic pers«ution of l :~.w·nbiding citizens and t_htir 
disfrancllis.ent<::nt on account of their race alooe is a crime that will ultim3tel)' drag do""'" to an infamous end any nation ih:n 
a11ows it to be practittd. :md it bears m05t bea.vily on those poor white ratmers and bborers wh0$e economic position is n105t 
~imilt\.r to thAt (.If d~ persecuted rn~. 

The neatest hope lies in tl1e immediat~ and PQticntly continued enlighte-nment of the people who h:h'e bun hwt:igle<l imo 
:'1 campaign of oppression. The spoils ol persecution 'hould not go to enrich any elMS or d.usrs of the poJ)Uiation. lnd«d 
pe~tion of organiJ:ed workers.. peon:~s,e, ensl:l.\'emt:nt of prisoMrs, and e \'en disfranchisemC1\t :dread)• threatenl:~.f8e bodie~ 
of whites in many Soutlx-:m States. 

We ag.tte fully with the prevaihnt: opinion th.a.t the trMslormation of the ttns.killed colo red labolers in industry and 
agrieulture into skilled workeN'ls of vital importance to ttwt mce and to the radon, btlt ,.,.e denumd for the Negroes, as for all 
others, a free acd complete edu<::a.tion, wbc1be.r b)' city, State or nation. a grammar school and indusltiallnining for all and 
technical, proles..~onal, and acadt:mic educ:aUon for the most gifted. 

But the public schools assigned to the Negro of whatever kind or a:rnde will ne,•er re«h•e a fai r and equal t reatment until 
he is gh·en equ:altrutment in the Lqisl~ture and before the law. Nor will the pr3Clically educated Negro, no matt~r how 
v:lluable to the eornmuni1)' he m3y prov~. be gi\'tfl :t fair return fO'f his l<lbor orencour:.t.gc<l to put forth hisbeit efrort:s or ghttn 
the chance to de\·~lop that efficiency tha t romH only outtide the SClhool until ht i6 rtspected ln his legal rig-htS as ::a man and 
adti.un. 

We regard with gr:we a>noem the auempt m..'ni!tst South and Korth to deny black men the right to work and to enforce 
this demand by \-lolenoe :md blood.1hM. Such a question i.s too fund~me:ntal and dear e\•e:n to be submittt!d to arbitration. 
The J:ue strike in Ge.ottoi.a i$ not simpl)' a demand that N'egt"'((S be displactd, but that pt'oven and efficient men be made to 
surrender their long·foUowed means of lh,..elihood to white competitors. 

As first and immed.iate s tepS toward remed)•ing thHe national wrongs., so full of periJ for the whites as well as the blacks 
of all se<tions, ~e demand of Congrco:~ts aod the Ex«tathoe: 

(1). Th3t the Constitution be ltrictly enfore«t and the civil right.'! guarantted undc:r the Fourteenth Amco:ndment be 
SttUred impartlally to aU. 

(:a). Th.1t there bt «aual educational opportunitit--s for aU and in all the States, and that public 5Chool expenditure ~the 
t-ame for the Negro nnd white thild; • 

(3). That in accordance with tbe Fifteenth Amendm-ent the rig-ht of the Negro to the ballot on the Mrnc temlS as otht-r 
c:i tiz:cns be r~nlzed in evtry part of the (()Mtr)'. 

I lonewiJh subscrib< 1--------lo the Natiorull Negro Committee, a1ul desire to b«ome a 

mnn/Jtr of tfu pemummt organi{Qiitm grou.ing out of the present ConfueiiU. 
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