











(roveland victims and boldly demanding ‘that McCall,
the lyncher with a sheriff’s badge, should be tried for the
murder of Samuel Shepherd.

He Knew What He Faced

We know now that he was taking his life into his
hands when he did these things. He must have known it
too. But it did not stop him. His mother says that when
she cautionagd him to be more careful not long ago, he
veplied, “Every advancement comes by way of sacrifice,
and if | sacrifice my life or my health I still think it is
my duty for my race.”

That is why it is correct to call Harry T. Moore a
martyr of the Negro struggle and of the general struggle of
the working people for a better world. He saw his duty
and he did it, despite the costs it entailed. He wanted to
live too and to be happy, but he could not be happy unless
he offered his resistance to the misery and injustice around
him. In other words, he was a really moral man, setting an
example that should shine brightly for all time for the
youth 6f all races. He was a true son of great predecessors’
— of people like Nat Turner and Harriet Tubman and
John Brown and others who were ready to risk their lives
in the fight against oppression. We would be ingrates,
unworthy of the sacrifice he made, if we were content to
merely mourn his passing and then forget about him
instead of devoting ourselves to avenge his death and to
complete the struggle he led so well.

Misleading Figures on Lynching

The Nation (Jan. 5) was absolutely correct when it
insisted that such crimes as the murder of Harry T. Moore
“cannot be understood as senseless acts of depraved or
prejudiced individuals. On the contrary, they were essen-
tially pohtlcal crimes, crimes deliberately committed for
a purpose.” And the purpose cannot be completely under-
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the government to step into the picture and do something
to stop the terrorism. Not one legal or semi-legal lyncher
has been punished. Not one cop has been fired. Not one
bomb-thrower has been apprehended. The strongest gqv-
ernment in the world seems 1o be helpless, or else tries
to give that impression. The mighty FBI has found noth-
ing. The Department of Justice can’t seem to get the
wheels of justice moving. Are they really so inefficient?

The answer is that it all depends on whom they are
hunting. When they want to catch a radical, nothing seems
to stop them. The whole machinery of the government is
thrown into high gear, thousands of cops and FBI agents
labor ceaselessly, no financial expense is too high, they
tap wires and open mail, they set up a stoolpigeon system
extending across the whole country. And they get results
— when they really want them. S0 when they don’t get
results we have pood reason to believe they don’t want
them.

They arrest radicals and prosecute them and send them
to jail, not for employing force and violence there has
not been a single case of this kind — but for allegedly
conspiring to advocate force and violence, a frameup
assault on the Bill of Rights. But when it comes to those
who do not advocate but clearly commit force and violence,
the government seems paralyzed, bumbling, impotent. They
are great at hounding people whose only crime is that they
express their opinions but a complete dud when it comes
to catching and punishing fascistic elements who commit
crimes in violation of all the federal, state and local laws,
Liberals think this is accidental, but it is not. The truth
is that the government is not really disturbed by fascist
elements while it is afraid of ideas and free speech and
free press. This gives a better and sharper insight into the
true character of the government and the capitalist ruling

class than can be gotten in almost any other way.
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few thousand dolars in fine! (Provided a Southern jury
oould be found to convict the defendant.) That is the way
the government acts, that is the way it intends to keep
acting — unless and until it is compelled to do otheryise
by the mass pressure of the American people.

When Harry T. Moore was murdered, the Socialist
Workers Party immediately sounded the alarm. It warned
that if his killers were not punished, they would feel free
to spread their violence to maintain white supremacy and
to extend their attacks to white workers and the labor
movement. This warning was confirmed almost as soon as
it was uttered. Recent issues of The Militant, by printing
a number of small news items that are lost in the back
pages of most papers, have shown that the bomb is joining
TV and comic books as symbols of American capitalist
culture (which is ironical when we recall that the fatorite
cartoon stereotype of a revelutionist used to be a man
with a bomb in his hand).

A white evangelist in Florida is warned that he will
get the “Mims treatment” if he does not stop preaching
against sin so vigorously (Moore’s home was in Mims). A
crusader against vice in Alabama comes home to find his
house in smoke and his son blown 30 feet through the air
by a bomb, and he decides to move his family out of the
state (why he sent them to Florida for protection from
bombs is a mystery). The white sheriff of a North Carolina
county complains that his deputies cannot do their job at
night in the rural areas because the Klan has been flogging
so many people that the residents have become jittery and
start firing their shotguns as soon as they hear a noise
outside; the sheriff says # this kind of thing goes on,
why, it will not be possible for his deputies to preserve law
and order much longer. The United Press reports a
dynamite explosion near a Negro night club in Dallas,
Tex., and calls it the third such “apparently pointless”
bombing in less than a month. And now the scene shifts
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North, to Chicago, where a black-powder bomh is ex-
ploded outside the new headquarters of the AFL Amal-
gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen’s Union,
shattering 40 windews and rocking the whole area; the
police began an investigation, of course — not of the
labor haters, not of the anti-union racists or the White
Circle League, but of the CIO Unitéd Packinghouse Work-
ers Union!

What Is Beingdone?

What is being done by the groups that are directly
affected by this new wave of terrorism? The NAACP,
which is most vitally involved, denounced the outrage,
offered a reward for the killers of Mr. and Mrs, Moore,
held memorial meetings for them, and urged McGrath to
appoint a special prosecuter and grand jury (which he
refused to do). And then, twa weeks after the bombing, it
voted to consult the labor leaders for a nationwide work
stoppage, something it had -never done before and some-
thing which it did almost on the spur of the moment under
the. pressure of the mass indignation over the Moore case.
All these measures were justified and progressive — but
inadequate,

The leaders of the labor movement too know they are
involved, and knew it before the bombing of the Chicago
AFL union. They know that union organizers and mems-
bers will .be next on the death list, that the forces behind
dynch terror are the same ones that seek to smash unions,
But beyond sending a few telegrams of protest, they do
nothing. An editoridl in the Jan. 9 AFL News-Reporter
concludes by “wondering” if maybe ‘“‘reactionaries every=
where won't stop to think whether stirring up race hatred
in order to win an election is worth the damage it helps
to cause.” This is not a summons for the people to fight
the reactionaries but an appeal to the reactionaries to think
over what they are doing and decide if the terrorism really
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of the masses themselves. When the question of a strike
comes up, workers should b& conditioned fo ask: “Will
this strike help me and the other workers, or will it help
the capitalists, who benefit from our losses and lose from
our gains?”’ They should not be bamboozled into introduc-
ing extraneous questions, like: “Will this strike help
Stalin, or hurt him?” Trying to figure out what is going
_on in Stalin’s mind (something the masterminds in Wash-
ington have not done with perceptible sucocess) can result
only in confusion, lack of determination, demoralization
and inactivity — which are of benefit only to the capital-
ists and the white supremacists.

The argument is not altogether new; only the form is.
In World War Il it had a slightly different wording,
namely, will this or that action help Hitler? For some
groups this became the sole and supreme criterion for

everything. The Communist Party was most guilty of this.
If workers wanted to resist speedup, or if Negroes wanted
to march on Washington to protest Jim Crow, the Stal-
inists opposed and fought them on the grounds that such
action was disruptive of “national unity” and therefore
helpful to Hitler. The Stalinists became the most vicious
and virulent opponents of labor and Negro struggles be-
cause their policy of considering everything from the
viewpoint of how it allegedly affected Hitler led them to
shut their eyes to how these things affected the workers
and Negroes, and to subordinate and oppose every pro-
gressive struggle under the guise of fighting Hitler. Those
who use this method in its new form will do the same
and will play into the hands of the reactionary ruling
class, which is already stressing the idea that there must
be no more conflicts in this country because Stalin wants
us to be fighting one another instead of him.
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Why Washington Prefers “Embarrassment”’

Abolishing Jim Crow is no easy thing. Even if they
decided in Washington to do it, it would still not be easy.
Because the ruling class in the South would not like the
idea. That is putting it very mildly. They know that
Truman'’s only interest is in getting Negro votes and not
in threatening the South’s sacred way of life, but they go
wild with rage every time he utters a few innocuous words
about poll taxes or FEPC. And if the government actually
tried to end Jim Crow in the South, we would be cons
fronted with the threat of another civil war.

In other words, the only way to abolish Jim Crow in
this country is by making a revolution in the South, which
is the powerhouse and breeding ground of the Jim Crow
system. The present Southern ruling class would have to be
thrown out of power, and that would be a revolution, a
political revolution. But no matter how started, such a
political revolution would inevitably tend to develop into a
social and economic overturn, which in turn would upset
the whole national structure. And that is why the capital-
ists who are running things will never consent to the
abolition of the Jim Crow system. And nothing will shake
them in this. They would much rather risk alienating the
whole world than risk a revolution threatening their own
profits and privileges at home.

The final note in the White-Murray propaganda is a
plea to the ruling class to end their great “inconsistency.”
How, they ask, can you get ready to fight a war for
democracy in Europe and Asia and continue to treat the
Negro at home in the most undemocratic fashion? Can’t
you see that to be consistent you must give the Negro
democracy in America too?

But since the capitalists know that they are not prepars
ing for a war for democracy in any respect, this alleged
#nconsistency does fiot bother them at all. Their foreign
policy and their domestic policy; despite what the labor
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Capitalism and the Negroes

But that was when capitalism was young and thriving
and moving ahead. Today this profit system is old and
decrepit, attacked by incurable diseases, demented by
illusions of grandeur and vain hopes that it can succeed in
the program of world conquest that Hitler failed to achieve.
It’s a different animal now. Since the betrayal of Recon-
struction, which gave the reins of power in the South back
to the former slaveowners, there has been no reason what-
ever to expect anything progressive from the capitalists.
Besides, why should the Negro people expect that their
capitalist oppressors are going to grant them more rights
at a time when the capitalists are busily engaged in with-
drawing rights from the white workers, staging a witch hunt
to destroy freedom of speech and press and association for
the white workers? Preparations for an imperialist world
war do not portend the flowering of democracy for the
Negro people — they signify an attempt, already under
way, to wipe out the democratic rights of all the masses,
Even without the evidence of new and spreading forms of
lynching and terrorism, it does not take much vision to see
that the prospects for things getting better by themselves
are very slim, and are going to get slimmer unless they -are
resisted vigorously, militantly, in the spirit of Harry
T Moore.

Moore Pointed to the Road

The solution is not easy, and anyone who thinks it is, is
fooling himself. These are not edsy times in which to make
progress. Many people who know that the answer lies in
struggle have been frightened by the witch hunt and have
retired to the sfdelines. ‘But struggle is still the only
answer, and no slick or cheap substitutes will do. Sending
petitions to Truman will not bear any better results now
than in the past. Proposals for a boycott of Florida citrus
fruits and vacation centers are not harmful as such —
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