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South Carolina Registration Campaign 
Blueprint lor Winning Full Citizenship in the South 

Earl) in lUOll, Jame~ T. McCain, tmtional t'OUJ.,; field secr~U.ry, 
~lnrtod organizing a registration campai!,'ll in "" area of South Caro
lina where h.e Ita& lived and worked for t.he major part of his liie. Aim 
of the campaign is to translnte the new Civil Right:; Bill in !A.> reality by 
getting Negroes to exercise their right to vole. 

SET UP COMMITTEES 

~lcCain's procedure is to establish in each county a committe() 
which inHtruets person~< on how to fill out appllc:tllon blanks, aceom
p!l.nics t.hem lo registration office:: and rernnin~ with th~m unLil they 
receive their ccrtine>Ltei' I or voting. These eommittoo~ ar~ cl•lled Com
mittee on Registrution Education (CORE). 

W lthin t.h~ firs~ two months, four Ruch eommi tlL'l)s were estalJ. 
liahed-in OhM! eaton County; Sumter County, wlu!re McCain'~ hom~ 
)s located: Rich,land County, which iueludea the city of Columbia, and 
Clarendon County, when• the nrRt school cfcsegreJI'Iltlon suit originated. 

ACCOMPANY REGISTRANTS 
"Since the formation or Sumter CORE, several hundred persons 

who orctinarily would not have gotten regi~h·ntion cer(iJicates reeeived 
them," McCain reported in Febnutry. "Each \lay the registration 
office Is open, a committee representative accompani~~ n grvup there. 
Appllcunb; who f:<n to rL'Ceiw certifieate~ because of any error on ih~ 
blank are given furtbcr instn1ctio11 by COR~1 nnd nre taken bnclc to 
the registration ollice to re-a-pply. AL prc~ent over 50 volunteers are 
a~~i><ting the committee:· 

In Sum~r County. registrars did not resort to using technlealities 
w bar Neg•·~• f•·om •·egiRlering-n pn,etice so widespread in the deep 
soutb. Uoweve1·, in Cla•·nntlon County. an npplicant rer>orted b~ck to 
lhl' CORE committee th~t she bad been t'l."fusell a cnrtifiCl11C because 
she mispt•onounced the word "illclict" in re:ullng a portion of the stat~ 

couatilulion. She re;•vvliL'II :wd nbtainen her cerliticnle. Four women 
in 01arendon County were registared on th.eir third n•il after being 
rejected on tim first two visit!;. 

OVERCOME OBSTACLES 
ru William$burg County Neg1·oes-some of t hou\ teachers and 

college graduates-were summarily •·efu$ed registralion certilicates 
because in th\> registrar's opillion I hey '"'"ld not 1·<>ad '""'\\Til~. 

On 1 he utheJ' h~nrl, un~ r<•gisfration offie~ lu Sumter w11s kept 
optm on a weekday evening at the request of trade union representa
tives in " local milt-in spite of Lhe- knowledge (1) lhul a g•·enl mnuy 
of the unlon mem!Jers uro N~j,,'TOI!s ani.! (2) that JIT<>Viou•lr few mill 
wotkcr~. N~l,'l'O or white. htul been vot~r~. 

While one purpose or South Carolina's 1957 eleellon law was to 
discourage Negroes u<Jm exercising lh&u· voting dg}jts, fl~ effect has 
beun to discourage whil~ts, Whil~ Negroes, aided br 1he CORE com
milloe.•, ut·c making a [lllinl of registering, Tegardles~ of inconvenieuce, 
m11n~· whites are m1will]ng to $pend Lhe half-hour ret1uirt'tl ror t·cgh. 
tr11tion uniler t.he law's Jlrocedure. 

CAMPAIGN SUCCESSFUL 

Tbe success of the cam,utign in al'Ou•ing Ne.grrt•~ !11 thai r citl?.cn
shii> rights was drmlllltie:illy ilHllcat.ed on the ewnlng

1 
of Februury 21. 

1!!58: for the Jirsl time ~•nee N~Ul·vcs have been permitt!.'Cl to partici
PlLW in the l>~mocraW: Party in South Carolina, tb)ly took over all 
Party offices in Sumter's Precinct 3·:B and elected 1$ ol' lhe 17 dele
gates to the Demom·ntic <'ounty \onvention. 

Cooperation between the various g1·oups wot·king on Negro 1·egis
t.ration in South Cnrolina hils been excellent. CORE works with Marrin 
Luther King's south-wide Crusade for Gitizen.:>hip, the NAACP. ~ncl 
various local groups such ns the Palmetto Voter~ A~slleiation. 
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