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I. COORDINATION

[1.. The General Conference accepts the following as the statement
of purpose for the student movement.

II~Je affirm the }il.i.losoplical or religious ideal of
nonviolence as j the foundation of our purpose, the pr<2Suf-'l",,.,~l.inn

of our f ai th-, and the manner' of our action. NOll'rlOlclIc2 as
it g1'O(,rsfl'O!l1 Jltrhic--Ol1'istinn h.Ci,Htions se e lrs a social
orJer of justice permeated by love. Int'?01',atio.r:. of human
endeavor rcprc sent.s the crucial first step t.owarxls such a society.

"Tha-o uqh nonviolence, courage d isp l.ac es fear; love transforms
hate. J\cceptnnce dissipates prejudice; hope ends despair. Peace
dominates 1oTar; faith reconcile doubt. Hutua1 regard c anc e l s
enmity. Justice for all overthrows injustice. The redemptive
o omun u ri ty, supe rc cdcs systemd of gross social immorali ty:;
'. "Love is the central motif of nonviolence. Love is thp. force
by which God binds man to himself and man to man. Such love
goes to the extreme; it rem8ins loving and forgiving even in
the midst of hostility. It matches the capacity of evil to inflict
suffering 1rJith an even more endttrinu o apac iby to ab so rb evil,
all the while persisting in love.

IIBy appealing to conscience and standing on the mor'al nature
of human existence, nonviolence nurtures the atmosIh~J:":; 1.!1

which reconci 1i ation and justice become actual pos s Ibt; . :~;~Sl1.

(This Statement of Purpose was adopted in Raleigh) North
Carolina on [,pri1 17, 1960, at the close of the first g'2:J,eral
conference of student movement par-t.i c ipant s , )

B. The Student NonvIolent Coordinating Committee be establisher] as
cool'dinator and administrative body of the student movcmant. in
South, w i th its directives and functions delegated to it by tr.c
General Conference. This Committee shall be composed of:

1. One Deleycrr.c £'1'0111 c ach of the following states:
Arkansas North Carolina
Alabama Oklahoma
Florida South Carolina
Georgia Tennessee
Kentucky TeX2$
Louisiana Virginia
Hary1and West Virgi ni a
Mississippi District of Columbia
Nissouri

2. The General Conference will elect six mcmbCl's-at-la:c'Qe
at least Ut1'C"': 01' toJllolils1JO!11rl hOlVE:· sPt"Fec1 on the Commlt+ec



before; no more than one should be from the s ame st at.c ,

3. Inc luded as voting members would be one dele~late from
the fo 1l01{ing ~
N~tional Student Association
National Student Christian F'eder a: II,r,

National College and Youth Branc; • cf ;-::';..h(~('

li, The following shall be included ('s C'l";r>Y",-C:::':.n

a. American Friends Service Commi l.t cc (fw.l::'SC)
f~erican Civil Liberty Union
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
The Fellowship of Reconciliation
National lLssociation for the Advancement of

Colored People (Nl'1.ACP)
Southern Q,ristian Leadership Conference
Southern Conference Educational Fund
National Student Y\'l]'Ca
Southern Regional Council

b. Any other fJroup to be selected by the Stud errt
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee.

C. The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee shall meet once
every other month, but the chairman of the committee may
call an emergency session of the committee.

D. All mcmocr.s of the committee shall have equal statu: ?Dd -shal I
equally be considered spo!l:esmen for the movcment , For Adminis-
trative pll!,pOS<3<:; the committee shall have a rotating ch ai rman

selectcd from the c onm i t.t.ee by till? commit.t.ee ,

E. Local protest groups shall remain autonomous.

f. For furposcs of coordinating and communication, Loc r.! :,:,!-vl.-'
should, if possible, organize a State group to coorrj.i:-,;;,!:e
State Activities and to maintain contact wi th the st,.1::: -:n:J
:ironviolent Coordinating eommittee.

G. The Student Norwiolent Coordinating Committee shall r'?rr'.tdn
self-directing but shall welcome cooperation with adult org<mi,~
2'ati ons .Jhi ch are sup-porting the movement.

II. Among the functions of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
ComIDittee are:

1. 70 maintain contact with students outside the South.
2. To cooperate with these groups in nation-wide activities

that are in keeping wi th the above statement of purposc .
3. ;0 try to encourage their involvement in problems of

discrimination in their own areas.
1. The Stucent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee shall have five

add SOl'S to be named by the conference.
II. COMMl'NICATION

1'... 11,e conference authorize publication of a newsletter by the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee stafff in At l ant.a, tb.



this nevs l et.t cr by called "The Student Voice" and be publi shcd
monthly, and that at least two copies be sent tol:'o;r) key
persons in each protest ar-ea,

B. One purpose of the newsletter is to print ",~t'l1y
interesting to students involved in the st.uo cn, :;.hclflcnt.

C. The news l.ett.cr is sent to protest ar c r.s in th« ~outh, the North,
to school newspaper's and to interestd I'c;('so;,~;.;

D. Any press releases that are not conlO-?r.ll~g policy be left to the
discretion of the staff of the StUUC1'lt.1~'~'l.vio1ent Coordinating
Commi ttee as to word i ng and need.

E. The Student Nonviolent Coo.rd l nat inp Committee shall release
statements conc er-n l nq policy.

F. The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee publish a
descdptive pamphlhe t. to be used for promotion, information,
and fund-raising.

G. Each protest area appoint one reporter who wi 11 wri te to the off ice
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 8.t least once
per month, reporting the status of the movement ;.n his are a,
The reporters will also send school newspaper's and oth er news
clippings so that the office of the Studcrt ]\Jonviohmt. :~Gordin-

.~.~ ating COlI!mHtee may be kept abreast of th e II inside ,';tc and
may- .ndpase such vi a the netcs l et.t.e r ,

H. The Student Nonviolent. Coor'd.i.riat.i nq Conmi t.t.ce con~;~'J,'~(~stab-
lishing a Subscription rate for the news Iet.t.er' and ;,r;c t;p the
structure necessary to handle such.

III. Fi nanc e

Since the Student Nonviolent CoorJinrlU.ll!j Ct,rumit. t.e e bas 'J: ~;: i ;Jtcd
to set up coordination and communication on a SOutlt-i-lide basi: i ~ ~', W2cS

and sti 11 is necessary that the representatives from the Sr·;'t~/~:',':::d
regularly. In some instances representatives cannot secure tn0I,e'v' tr om
their respective areas; consequently, it is necessary for thp,~,:',2nt
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee to provide travel funds, r'Ll:),> ar.d
board.

The maintenance of the office of the Student Nonviolent C'J'y::di-
nating Committee requires money - for supplies, mailings, and ~to:ff. To
date, all persons l-lorking in the office have done so for a min imal sum;
hereafter, such persons will be sal ari ed,

It is necessary for students to meet periodically in a Gene:.'''.l Con-
ference. This requires funds.

In view of the above and, considering the advanccrncnt.s and C:Tt.,:"~

sions that Hill need to be madce

P.. The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee be author izerl to
raise funds, freeing them from dependence upon individu~l con-
tributions.

B. The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee appoint a fjn~.nrc



Committee to outline a proS'1:'2.lI1of f11nd-raising "illich Fill
insure a consistcnt income for the Committe?

C. The Finance Committee of the Student Nonvi:.:s!'~ (,·"./c.Jhat.inr)
Committee extablish a system whereby local c,!:"'" ,'l contrit)utc-,
to the budget of the Student Nonviolent CoordiJl~Gl"8 ,";omrnittee.

D. The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, through its F'i nancc
Committee, make appeals to national r>rYjanizations, regional
organizations, supporting student grl~;l;)',~', and entertainers _
through a system set up by the Financc' I:Jmmittee.

E. The Fin8nce Committee secure the ~(;-;:J ~\';") of an auditor to
help with the accurate accounting and bookkeeping.

1'. '111C office of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
sh a.l L apply for nOll~-p.L·ofit status and retain its account at the
Ci t.i zcns Trust Courpcmy of At l.ant.a, Georgia.

G. 1\.11 funds coming into the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
be hand led by the Chairman of the finance Committcc together
with his committee anJ the advisors of the St.udcr.i. nonviolent
Coordinating COl11ndttee.

H. The Chairman of the Finance Committee,i.:" 1 .·::,i:.,J.l:.'~"r,,,,,
SCC1'etary, and one other member of the rl";;.~v>; !:,'<!'F:;~~:<,,' ;)'3
authorized to sign dwcks for the St.ud cr.'. :,J'IU::.L!:r·i .. :rJ).;\I::l:-,:.;Jg
Committee. Pciot'e a check m8Y b,? c asr.cc, :'."'-'::>' :,',0 L' "
;XrSOf1.9 1l111~t have siqncd it.

1. For immediate nceds , each s t.ud cnt. ~:-::'>..:l s"'cup ct'.:.lL
respective college should collecttsg1Jl8.1·]y an amount. ce· he;
determined by the local group, and seDd thisd<irectly ':.:" :-.r~e
office of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Cornmi Lt.",.. Fr.c.h
Local group should work out its otrn program to raise
money and should send it inby check made out to the :'::-f',
Nonviolent Coordinating Connu.it.t.e e ,

J. Employ an J\.dmini strat:tve Secretary on a sal ar ieo :U::.1:! i.' '
$3,000.00 a year.

nr. 1118 Conference also passed the Election DGy Project whic!cJ:-' sent
ou-r. s"l'~n':::)t~ly. iJll/lledi8.tely following the conference.


