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T lw S outher n Ch risti1Clll LeadPrsh ip Conferen ce is 

o rgan iz ed as a .'>er vice agency to ftlc ilitllte coordi· 

w tted flct ion o I lm ·al protest groups ami to assist 

iu their sharing o f reso n rces and f!Xperiences. Th e 

magn itw lt> of t lu> p roblem calls fo r th e maximum 

I ' om m.it ment o I resources of all in stitutions in 

J, .Pgro iife , N or th m ul Sout/r . The Sou thern Chris· 

t iau Lew!Prsh i p Conferen ce seelcs to coope rate 

with all exi.~ t iug agen cies attem p t in g to bring full 

dt>mof·racy to o u r great nation. 



FOREWORD ... 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, in cooperation with the 
Nashville Christian Leadership Council, welcomes you to our annual meet­
ing. It is our desire in these two days that you will have an opportunity 
to study 111ore thoroughly the deeper meanings of the present social revo­
lution in the Deep South. 

We i11vite you to be candid in your inquiries, that we may leara together, 
fur the study of n~violence is inexhaustive, and there are IIH\ny answers 

we seek in the search for truth. We have chosen this community for our 
annual meeting becau~e it provides the inte rest and activity in nonviolent 
direct action. 

We trust tha t the insights and techniques developed here will be utilized in 
your respective communities, that before many days, a vigorous, coordi­
nated, nonviolent, mass attack will be made on segregation all over the 
South. 

wyatt tee walker 
Director 

GREETINGS . .. 

It is our sincere pleasure to welcome the delegates of the South•'!rll Chris- ' 
tian Leadership Conference to Nashville and the adjoining areas. We of 
the Nashville Christian Leadership Council are still struggling :o be free 
men. Our efforts thus far have been successful due to the colllplete co­
operation of the spirited citizens of Nashville and the adjoin ng areas. 
Our freedom one day will be a complete freedom and it shall come on 
the shoulders of these dedicated souls. On this day America '\ill realize 
her full self-hood as intended by the founding fathers. 

KELLY MILLER SMITH, President 
N ASHVILLE CHRISTIAN L EADERSHIP COUi\ CIL 



Message 
From The 

iili President t* 

I am convinced beyond the shadow of a doubt that the 

philosophy of nonviolence will redeem the soul of 

America. There is a great temptation to accept non­

violence solely as a strategy, a device; this we must 

guard against. This is one of the chief aims of the South­

ern Christian Leadership Conference: to broadly dis­

seminate through intensive training the heart of non­

violence, that our commitment to nonviolence will not 

only be a technique, but shall become for us a way of 

life with love and redemption as its center. The ~ther 
chief aim of SCLC is in the area of voter-registration. 

Here again, it must be recognized that the right and 

proper use of the ballot is v ital in our struggle for first­

class citizenship. The SCLC stands ready to serve in de­

veloping and organizing grassroots voter registration 

programs. One of the most significant steps that the G ~ 

~~ Negro can take at this hour is that short walk to the [~ 
lr, voting booth. ~1 I M. L. KING, JR. I 
m ~ 
:~t.r::;:::[:~r:*::::~==~~m:~~:~f.:~m~r:~:::::?.~g;;:;:~~~~~N~f:f~~~;.::;~~W:~~1~m~~~~t:f.~~=::::~w.t.:~~;;~*~§:::~$:::=::::r::(g~~w&~i:~~~J~ 



SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

208 Auburn Avenue, N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President 

Wyatt Tee Walker, 
Director 

DATE : 
PLACE: 

September 27, 28, and 29, 1961 
Nashville, Tennessee 

HEADQUARTERS: Clark Memorial Methodist Church, 
Alexander M. Anderson, Minister 
Nashville Christian Leadership Council 
Kelly Miller Smith, P resident 

HOST: 

GENERAL CHAIRMAN: The Rev. Claude Walker, Minister of 
the Gay·Lea Christian Church. 

12:00 P.M. 

1:00 P.M. 

5:30P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 

THEME: "THE DEEP SOUTH IN SO'CIAL 
REVOLUTION" 

PROGRAM 

Wednesday, September 27, 1961 

Registration Clark Memorial Methodist Church 

Annual Board Meeting First Baptist Church 
(Sorry, Board M.embers Only) 

Dinner \ 

"TRIBUTE TO TH~FREEDOM RIDERS" 

Benefit Concert 
featuring 

Harry Belafonte & The Belafonte Folk Singers 
(Ryman Auditorium) 

ADMISSION: Sponsors ten ($10.00) dollars 
($3.75 . $2.65 . $1.90) 



9:00A.M. 

10 :00 A.M. 

10:15 A.M. 

Thursday, September 28, 1961 

Registration ( cont' d.) 

Opening Session 

Devotions 

Clark Memorial Methodist Church 

C. Kinsey Steele 
1st Vice-President, Presiding 

Dr.· Major /ones 

Formal Opening of the Annual Conference 

Martin Luther King, Jr. · 
President 

10:30 A.M. Annual Report Wyatt Tee Walker 
Executive Director 

11 :00 A.M. Report From Affiliates Mrs. Dorothy Cotton 
Staff SCLC, Leader 

11:30 A.M. Committee Appointments 

11 :45 A.M. KEYNOTE ADDRESS The Rev. lames M. Lawson 
Staff W ork.shop Director, SCLC 

12:30 P.M. Lunch 

2:30 P.M. Afternoon Session Joseph E. Lowery 
2nd Vice-President, Presiding 

Devotions Dr. Milton Reid 

2:15 P .M. "NONVIOLENCE AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION" 
Mr. fames Farmer 

National Director of CORE 

3 :00 P.M. Workshops 

4:15 P.M. 

Section I THE PHILOSOPHY .~ND TECHNIQUE OF 
NoNVIOLENCE 
Leader: Matthew McCollom 
Consultants: lames M. Lawson, SCLC 

lames Farmer, CORE 

Section II THE PowER OF THE BALLOT IN SOCIAL 
REVOLUTION 

Leader: Edward T. Graham, Miami, Florida 
Consultants : W. C. Patton, NAACP 

Hosea Williams, Southeastern 
Georgia Crusade for Voters 
Harry Blake, Field Secretary, 
SCLC 
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Thursday, September 28, 1961 

FREEDOM RALLY 

8:00P.M. 

War Memorial Auditorium 

Kelly Miller Smith, Presiding 

FREEDON SING: (7:30 P.M.) 

INVOCATION: 

MUSIC- Audience 

MESSAGt OF SCRIPTURE: 

PRAYER: 

SPECIAL MUSIC: 

GREETINGS: (2 minutes) 

City of Nashville 

Nashville Christian Leadership Council 

Tennessee Christian Leadership Conference 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

Special Guests 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

FINANCIAL APPEAL 

MUSIC- Audience 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER 

Leade~ : Guy Carawan 
Highlander Folk School 

Star Spangled Banner 

Grady Donald 
NashviUe, Tenn. 

C. K. Steele 
Tallahassee, Fla. 

Robert Frierson 

Z. Alexander Looby 

I. M etz RoUins 

Robert E. lames 

F. L. Shuttlesworth 

Wyatt T. Walker 

C. T. Vivian 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

ADDRESS: Martin Luther Kin g, Jr., President 
SouTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSI!IP CoNFERENCE 

CLOSING SELECTION - Audience 

BENEDICTION 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 

McCoy Ransom 



Friday, Septemher 29, 1961 

9 :00 A.M. Plenary Session Samuel W. Williams 
3rd Vice-President, Presiding 

Devotions Andrew Y oung 

9: l 5 A.M. Workshops 

Section III RoLE oF ADULTS AND YouTH IN SociAL 
REVOLUTION 
Leader: Virgil Wood 
Consultants: A lice Cobb 

Paul Rilling, SRC 
Diane Nash, SNCC 
!. Charles I ones 

Section IV CHA!'IGINC RURAL VA LUES IN SociAL 
REVOLUTION 
Leader: Mrs. [Jorothy Cotton 
Consultant: Mrs. Septima Clark, SCLC 

10:30 A.M. Business Session 

l. STAFF REPORTS 

Report of Director 
Report of Treasurer 

Report of Leadership Training 

Report of Field Secretary 
2. CoMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Resolutions 

b. Time & Place 
c. Constitution Revision 

d. Nomination 

e. Others 

3. GREETINGS 
State Conference and Affiliates 

4 . ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

12:1 5 P .M. Conference Sermon D. E. King 

1 :00 P.M. 

2:30 P.M. 

Lunch 

Closing Session 

Zion Baptis t Church, Louisville, Ky. 

C. 0. Simpkins 
4th Vice-President, Presiding 

Devotions S. S. Seay, Sr. 

2 :45 P.M. Plenary Session Spottswood Robinson 

"THE ROLE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION IN 
SOCIAL REVOLUTION" 

4:00 P.M. Closing Business Session and Adjournment 



Friday, September 29, 1961 

LAWYERS FORUM AND SEMINAR 

First Baptist Church 

319 8th Avenue, North 

Benjamin Hooks, Esq., Presiding 

10 :00 A.M. Greetings I. M. Augustine, Esq. 
New Orieans, Louisiana 

General Counsel for SCLC 

INTRODUCTION OF PARTICIPANTS 

10:30 A.M. "LEGAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FREEDOM RIDE 
TRIALS TO INTERSTATE TRAVEL" 

ll :30 A.M. Discussion Group 

l :00 P.M. Lunch 

2:30 P.M. Afternoon Session 

Devotions 

William Kunstler, Esq. 
Civil Liberties Union 

N.~w York , N. Y. 

C. 0 . Simpkins 
4th Vice-President, Presiding 

S. S. Seay, Sr. 

2:45 P.M. "THE ROLE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION IN 
SOCIAL REVOLUTION" 

Spottswood Robinson, Esc; ., Dean Howard 
University Law School, Member 

Civil Rig~ts Commission 

4:00 P.M. Closing Business Session and Adjournment 



GUEST SPEAKERS 

James M. Lawson, Keynoter, Nashville 

William Kunstler, ACLU lawyer and author 

Spottswood Robinson, Ill, Dean Howard 
University Low School, Member Civil 

Rights Commission 

James Former, Notional Director CORE 

I 
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Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Fl RST STANZA 

Lift every voice and sing, til earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the lwrmonies of liberty, 

Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song, jltll of the faith that the dark past lws tartght us, 

Sing a song, full of the hope that the present lws brou.ght us, 

Facing the rising sun, of our new day begun, 

• 
LAST STANZA 

Let ns march on 'til victory is won . 

Cod of our weary years, God of onr silent tears, 

Thou who lws brought us tlms far on the way, 

Thou who has by thy might led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in Thy path we pray. 

Lest our fe et stray from the places, our God, where w,~ met thee, 

Lest thy hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee, 

Shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever starz.l 

True to our God, lme to our native land. 

JAMES WELDO JOHNSON 



OFFICERS 

President 
* MARTIN L UTHER KING, Jn. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

First Vice-President 
• C. K. STEELE 

Tallahassee, Fla. 

S econd Vice-President 
• 1. E. LOWERY 

Mobile, Ala. 

Third Vice-President 
* SAMUEL W. WILLIAMS 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Fourth Vice-President 
c. 0 . S IMPK I NS, D .D .S. 

Shreveport, La. 

Secretary 
•F. l. S H UTTLESWORTH 

Birmingham, Ala. 

Treasurer 
* RALPH D . ABERNATHY 

!VIontgomery, Ala. 

Chaplain 
* KELLY MILLER SMITH 

Nashville, Tenn. 

Historian 
L. D . REDDICK, PH .D . 

Baltimore, Md. 

STAFF 

*WYATT TEE WALKER 

Exec1ttive Director 

] AMES R . Wooo 

Director , Public Relations 

DonOTHY F. CoTToN 

};ducational Consultant 

] AMES M. LAwsoN, Jn . 
Staff Consultant 

· u.~nRY BLAKE 

Field Secretary 

EXECUTI'/E BOARD 

I. M . Auc~rsTINE, EsQ. 
New Or•eans, La. 

* H ENRY •:. BUNTON 
M emph s, Tenn. 

• A. L. DAVIS 
New Orieans, La. 
•w. A . DENNis 

Chauano•>ga, T enn. 

R. L. DREW 
Clarksdale, Miss. 

*EDWARD T. GRAHAM 
Miami, Flor ida 

* WALTER L HAMILTON 
Norfolk, Va. 

•w. L HALL 
Valdo,ta , Ga. 

AARO N E. HENRY 
Clarksda le!, Miss. 

CLAIIENCE HENRY 
New Orleans, La. 

*B. L. H <IOKS, EsQ. 
Memph is, Tenn. 

•D. E. KINe 
Louisvi lle, Ky. 

•M. L. "<lNG, S R. 
Atla n a. Ga. 

I. s. LF: EVY 
Columbia, S. C. 

* M ATTH EW II. McCoLLOM 
Oran geburg, S. C. 
•s. s. ~r.AY, S R. 

Montgomery, Ala. 

• R . B. S HORTS 
Atlanla. Ga. 

w. E . SHORTRIDGE . 
Birmingl:am, Ala. 

*NELSON H. SMITH 
Birmingham, Ala . 

* ROI.A NU S MITH 
Little R .. ck, Ark. 

• DANIEL B. SPEED 
Tallaha~see, Fla. 

* M ELVIN C H ESTER SWANN 
Du r ham , N. C. 

*R. G . WILLIAMS 
Petersbarg, Va. 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
208 AUBURN AVENUE, N.E. 

ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA 
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