
STATE OF GEORGIA l 
COUNTY OF FULTON 

ss 

AFrtOAVIT OF TiiE REVEREND WY.~IT TEE 'rh\LK ~R, 

EXECUTIVE 0 I RECTOR OF THE SOUTHERN CHR I STI AN 
LEAD[R~ I P C0!·1FU~ENCE. 

RE I ARREST AND DEJINTION IN THE SHREVEPORT CITY JAIL A~O THE CAOOO PARI SH 
JAIL IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA, JUNE 6 AND 9t 1962. 

I•TRODUCTORY ST&TEUENTI 

(IT IS N&C~SSAAY TO ENUMERATE SEVERAL PERTI NENT F A CT~; ?URSUANT TO ~y 
ARREST A"D DETENTaON 8Y $HREYEPORT AUTHORfTI£5 I N ORDEI? TIU T THE CH AI :J 01" EVENT5 
YAY IE MORE CLEARLY UMDI:RSTOOD IN THEIR PROPER FRAME OF REFI!Fl EtJ CE.) 

5HAEYEPORT1 LOUISI&•A'S PRIM~INTEREST TO SCLC IS THE STRAT EGI C NE ED FOI? 

II£A8UAAIL Y HlCAEAS t Nla THE VOT I NQ STREI•GTH OF THE NEGRO COMMUNITY t T HIS CO~CERN 

OROWS OUT fW A SECONDARY CONC!Rit - TH£ F\.AORANT ABUS£ Of' CONSTITUTIONAL COUAR t.N-

TEtS AS THEY RELATE TO PUBLIC LI&R&RfESt lATER AND INTRA•STlTE au s FACILITIES, 

PUILfC Lfi~AAI(S, ETC., AND A WAV£ OP ~AW~ESSUEIS APP AR EMTLY CONOONEO 8V THE LOCAL 

LAW E~f'ORC£UEWf OFFICIA~S. 

THE~ INCIDENCE OF VOTING IRREGULARITIE S IN THIS SECTION OF NORTH 

lOUISIANA PROUPTEO THE Nt:ARtNQ OF THE CtYt~ RIGHTS COMMI SSI CN OF 1960. St~C' 

THENt TWO OP THl K£Y FIGURES WHO TESTIFIED BEFOR E THE Co~AUI ~S IO~ HAVE O£E N T~~ 

06~ECT 0P HAA&SSM[NT THAT HAS OESTAOYEO THOUSANDS OF OOLLARS OF REAL PROP ERTY 

&NO VERY NEARLY RESU~TEO tN MURDER IN AT LEAST OHE INST ANCE. 

A• ATTEMPT WAS UAOI ON THE LIP~ OF HARRY BLAKE ON 0CT08EA 16, 1960 , AMO 

NUIIIEAOUS ARRESTS HAVI!: PUNCTUATED HIS LIFE SINCE T'HE HEARI NGS. OR. C. 0. 51 ~-'PKii'~Sp 

.Ut SCLC VtCI•PR!tSIOIRT, HAS lEi. OFFERED BAI8ESt HIS LIFE THREATE~IEO• CROSSES 



El URHtO ArlO IJOR~ RE:C£fJT&.Y, A f~~ARC.Y-cOUPt..ETEu $5G,000o00 How;; l'I"S OViJIHJIT~O 

FOLLO'WO OV TKC: 80UBfNQ ANO BURfHUQ OF A SUt.:IMER t..MU!.•rtOtiE. THOlJQU POS ITI V£ 

IDENTfPICATION OF &OioiE. OF TltE: PEOPLE RCSOrJSt::JLf.: CAN IJt: WIDE, r:o A!;R ~ GT CR 

ltJOICTUetiTS HAVe 8EttJ UAOE IN AUV OF TilES£ C~SI!S TO l)AIF.. IU :OHORT~ LAVI A!!O 

OIWER (AS PAR 1\S THI ~htORO COUIJU fi iTV IS COfiC~~IlEO) OO~S !JOT t::XIST IN SH :~ l: V ~;" vfCTj 

Lou I SIAUNA, 

To T:us ENo, ~'rlfROUGH ellAIIOe: 9~oGni\U OF VOii.': R nt::CI5Ti'if .. il dJ o· 

PI.Ar~:l TO CHAUCE THE POLITICAL. Ct..l r.JA -:- I!o f;-t;A;I'iltfiLC::t A L i\i?C C !; [~GUt:iJT OF Tii C:: ilCCRO 

COU:JUIUTY IS TERfUFII:D AUO Tf:: FmORI7.t:D ay Tflt: PR!;VAILHJC Lt'\':JLE::> ::. flES~~ TlliJS~ TIIC 

COUWO OP · OR• KWQ AND HIS ST.:•Fr TO SaREV!o: i"QRr TO IUC" OF f'" TIIC ;)::;',;< ~!.: <· vn rs ::J 

VOTEft R~GIGTR .< Tt :JN (o<.:SPIT& AL.L OF THE I::~TI::fHJAL OOSTACL.ES !JCGlROC~ i- ;1C~ •• ~0 

UUCH so, T li AT TK£ 0£PARTUtUT OF JUCTICt! liAS ~ECt:: riTLY UAD£ A DE1.'ll\.iJO F \lll "'l"HE 

RECOR09 OP T•~ E ~• 

Two AND ONE-HALF HOURS PRQOR TO OUit U::.iiiJtrJG ATL:.tJTa 9 I Ri::.CEIV!: u 4 CA L'-. Fr~·ou 

HARRY BLAKE THAT THE RAC 16T ELEUE!IT IH SUAE\IEPOQT HAD Tti~E:ATCi~~O TO ~II.!. CR., I( INC 
.-·· - ----:---.. 

,, HI CANe TO SHREVEPORT,. Sous OF HIS CLOSE AOVI.St::Rs, tU t.IOHT OF $HitE'JE P OfiTI~ 
'·--· ·-~··~··/~ . 

T&lmiDLE RE:CORD, 4SREO TliS PR~SIO~fiT op SCLC To rH:C\>!ISH>~H cowo.. On. !·(J :; c; ws<~T£<:4) 

THAT UORE THAN EVeR t.IOW, \'JE :JUST GO. '.'/1:. TO CI'. AL L OF T'~~ PRE:CAUTI •)iJM~V ;.; C,l :J~ ?.;:!3 

THAT CAR Bit TAIUlt.l tU(!i"frHiUSTA fl ~LIIr.!;; THt::.S E i> Wr:. lMO OE~ !-1 WFOP.t4ED THAT Coo,-

~USSIONER J. EARL OOwt.~s HAD F!.L\TLY :'iEFuS£o To vROVID~ ~OL&ce (')ROT~CTt.:Ju FOR :1THAT 

NIQG£R KtrlG" AUD WE 80 1\0VtSED TH£ Ot:: i> ARTiiJ!WT OF JUGTICE T HROUC !I TiiE: !IE ;\:J OF aHS 

CIVIL RIGHTS OfttUUON, MRo BURRC MAKSitAL.:... THE f't.AT ilCFUSAL FOR ?0L.IC~ P!tOTEC .. 

TIOU RC::Q.UIREO GOUB: ESPECIAL VIGILANCE Or~ THE PART 0!" TtiE :IE GIW CO&J~UfJCTV Hl 

5MREVCPOftT 0 PARTICUt.ARV AROUtlO THt;; Still OF TaE PJi:E"TifJ G~ Ti~ lli7L:: !JfH OiJ !):, :1T: ST 

CKURCH 1 Ttte RttvERECOO c. c. r..1cCLA Hft MtraGTCR. 

Wt't'lf THIS 8o\CitCROUUD 0 fiJi: CAU TURN ~lOW TO TtlE OCPOSITIOIJ ITSEU' WIUCH-E=Rt8C~ 
T1t& 81t~UIUfC& 01' £VEUTS L.ltADifiG TO AND FOI.LOWUIQ Tit£ ARREST OF HARRY 6LAKIZ 11UO 

WS8U'. 

OIP~I'riOitl 

AT 8a·l5 P.U., ,luR& 8, 19621 HARRY 0\.AK AND I Lll" THK STUDY OP P&5TOR 

... tN 1'0 .. ICI A t.AI"(Iitr•Vft 0141ft 'W TWE ... WHO HAD Kt:Q POST!O AROUIIO , ... . ... , ,..,, 
· ·~M .ft .. RRft Til& ·P08s·a.-u;.-(ty ·,Of' VOU~ PUV ~uaaNG· M IIUTIIIfG•· 

. ~ . . . .-··· . . ·. . . . 

. . ' . 



_,_ 

AS WE STOOD ON THE FRONT STEPS OF THE CHURCH, A liEUTENANT TILLEYr 

CA~E OVER TO USt INTRODUCED HIMSELF TO US AND PROCEEDED TO ADVISE US TltAT 

THEY HAD DISPEAS~D ALL OF THE PICKETS AND EVERYONE HAO TO GO INSIDE (THE 

CHURCH). Ht F~RTH£R EXPLAINED, POLITELY, THAT HE HAD TWENTY-FIVE UEN AND 

THAT "EVERYTHING WOULD BE TA~EN CARE OF"• INQUinEO AS TO WHETHER HIS ME N 

WOULD ALSO GUARD THE REAR OF THE CHURCHe HE SAIO HE ~OULO FINO OUT AND LEFT 

To /!~y PA~SUUABLV l'·tTH 00t1NSt HIS SUPBRIOR. 

IN A UOWENT 1 DOWNS, ACCOUPANIEO BY ~N ASSORTED COZEN OR UORE OF POLICE 

OFFICERS AND D£PUTV SHERIFFS, APPROACHED US AtJO ORUSqUELV ANNOU~ICEDf 11G 1 WA~J 

INS I.D£!" 

"AI.L RIGHTt COWUSSIONERt BUT I'D LIKE TO ESTAOLIZH n tAT THE RE~R OF THE 

CMURCM IS GOING TO BE COVERED•" I REPLIED• 

"I DONIT WANT NO TAL.Kt" HE COUNTEREDt "Gf\:/AN INSIDE•" "~m. 00\1NSt "I 

ANSWERED, 8 YOU COULD BE GENTLEMAN ENOUGH TO ANSWER UY quESTION. I WANT 

ONLY TO BE SURE A80UT THE SAFETY OP TH£ PEOP\.E I fiS I DE THE CHURCH. n 

A YO.C£ IN TH& GROUP ASKED, "SHALL t PUT 'EM HJ THE WAGOH?11 "YEAH 9 PUT 

'EU IN THE \fAOON .. '' 

~AT 1 S TH£ CHARGE?" THE SAU£ VOICE ASKED. 

"lOITERING•" DOWNS REP\.IEO. 

BLAKE AND l WERE PRISKED AND PLACED IN THE PATROL WA~ON AND TAKEN TO THE 

5MA£VEPORT CITV JAI\.• 

UPo• AAAIYAL AT POLICE HEAD~UATERSt THE DRIVER OF THE PATROL WAGON IN• 

,ORWED THE PO\.ICE UAJOA IN CHARGE 'fHAT \JE WERE CHARClEO WITH LOtTH£11·~0 ANO THE 

WARRANTS WEAl DRAWN AND THE NAUES OF J. HARVEY TEASLEY AND EARL OOYJNS WERE AFFIXED 

AS THE ARRESTING OFFICERS• THE CONTENTS OF OUR POCKETS wtRE TAKEN IN RETURN FOR 

WHICH WE RECEIVED PROPERTY SLIPS. 

8LAIB A"D t WERE THEil FJNQEAPRINTf.D. WHILE. THIS WAS BEING DONE, THE POLICE 

MAJOa t•PORUEO UB THAT WE WERE BEING TRANSPERAED TO THE PARISH JAIL~ NEITHER 
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BLAKE NOR llNEIII YIHY TH~N. WE ASSU'-1£0 TIIAT TJUS I.VAS ROUTINE. 

AT THE COUNTY JAIL, THE SHERIFF ON OUTV IUMEDIATELY REFUSED TO ACCEPT US 

I~ THE ABSENCE OF A SIGNATUR( ON THE PAPERS OF TRANSFER (LATER WE LEARNED THAT 

THESE WER£ CORONER'S COUUITUENTS)e A CALL TO THE CtTY JAIL ASSU~EO H·tu THAT 

PROPCRLY £l~CUT!O PAP!RS WOULD BE SENT OVER 1 FORTHWITH• IT W~S THEN THAT 

WE LEARIED P'ROU AN ATTORNEY, JESSE STONE, · THAT Tr!ASLEV HAD TURfiEO OVER TO THE 

CORONER FOR 085ERYATIO. TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT WE WERE "MENTALLY COUPETENT11 e 

()Re STUART 0ElEE WAS THE CORONER AND WE WER~ ADVISED THAT HE MIGHT POS51DLV 

COUE 0011N AND EXAUINE US THAT VERY NIGHT. IT WAS NOW 9:10P.M., li ND MY S£COfJ0 

R£~UEST POR A TELEPHONE CALL HAD NOT BEEN RESPECTED. 

80TH ILA£1 AND I WERE PLACCD IN A LARGE SIX•BEO CELLt THRE [ WITH FILTHY 
,..-·~ 

UATTRESSESt THREE WITH NONE• A BENCH WAS ATOP A TABLEt PROBABLY I.~~~E!~~ FOR 

EATING. THIS IS AL~ WI . WERE TO SEE BEFORE ~E WERE PLUNCEO I~ DARKNESS. WE 

PARTIALLY UNDRESSED AND EXPLORED THE 20x20 AREA UNTIL WE LOC~TEO A FACE COWL ANO 

A WALPUNCTIOMINQ AND OFPENSIVE TOIL~T CO~UOOEe 

WtTMfR AN MOURt 8L&K& ANO ~ERE A~AK£NED AND TOLD THAT T~E CORONER HAD COME 

TO ElAMIN! USe W!NT FIRST AND SAT IN THE CONSULTATION ROO~ WITH THE CORON~Rt 

ORe DELE£ AND WA. STo•Et THE ATTORNEY. 

ORe OElKE BECAN HIS "EXAMINATION" BY Q.THERING THE USUAL STATISTICS, METICU• 

LOUSLY WRITING DOWR IVERY DETAIL. APTER GIVING COYPLETE INFOR~ATION ON MY PLACE 

0P BIRTHt BIRTH DATEt SCMOOLINQ, COLLEGE, OCCUPATION, ETC•t OR. DELEE BEGAN HIS 

~ORUA~ IXAUINATIOR .TO DETERMINE HY UENTAL COMPETE.CEe SOME OF THE qUESTIONS ARE 

LISTED BELOW ~UST AS THEY WERE ASKEDI 

•0o YOU BILIIVI IN INTEP.QRATION? 

WHY DO YOU BELIEVE IN IMTERGRATIO•? 

HAY£ YOU ALWAYS B!LIEYEI IN IITECRATIO~? 

HOW Lo•G MAY£ YOU 8£LiiYED IN IITEGRATto•? 

OIO , YOU SIIVI IN TMI UILITARVT 

IVY WEREN'T YOU CALLED UP? 
,. 



II' YOUR COUNTRY CALLED YOU IN THE SERVICE, \'JOULO YOU FIGHT? 

IF YOU HAD THE CHOICE TO DEFEND THE STATE OF GEORGIA OR THE UNITED 

STATtS 1 WHICH WOULD YOU CHOOSE? 

ARE YOU NERVOUS? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IN A MENTAL INSTITUTION AS A PATIE NT? 

Do YOU FEEL PEOPLE ARE AGAINST YOU? 

DO YOU THINl I HATE COLORED PEOPLE ANY UORE THAN I HATE NC ~THERN YANKEE 

USTAROS? 

ARK YOU A ORINKINQ UAM? 

HAVE YOU MAD ANYTHlNG TO DRINK TONIGHT? 

WNAT 00 YOU THINK OF THE rREEDOU RIDERS? 

HaV2 YOU EVER BE!N A UEUBER OF A PARTY THAT ~A5 CO NNECTED WITH THE 

COUYUNIST PARTY? 

WOULD YOU ~OIN THE COMMUNIST PARTY? 

WMAT DO YOU THIN OF THE REVERSE FREtOOU RICERS? 

WHY 00 YOU SAY THAT iw-1 W~< ITE CITIZENS COUNCIL IS UN-AUERICAN)? 

DO YOU THINK I aOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOU? 

WHY DO YOU SAY &tu A MODERATE SEGREGATIONIST? 

YOU REALLY 00 8£LI£YE WHAT YOU 8AY1 DON'T YOU?" 

THE INTERROGATION ENDED AFTER FORTY UINUT£5 OF THE ABOVE. OVER THE PROTE ST 

Of' Mit. STONtt,· TNE CORO.BIII INOfCATEO HE WOULD HAVE TO QUESTION NE 11T0!.10RROl'l" TC 

PINO OUT IV 1 WERE SANE. HE JUST COULDN 1T TELL 1 AL THOUGH I SEE~EO TC HAVE ALL THE 

ANSWERS• 

BLAKE'S ~UESTIONING FOLLOWED FAIRLY MUCH THE SAUE PATTERNe BLAK ~ REPORTED ORe 

DELEE 1S CO~STERNATION THAT 1 Wfou'RE ONE OP us. How DID YOU GET YIXEO WITH 
,. . ' 

R&vu!No IC11o· ANo R£vuENo w,Larra?" 

WMILI BLAilE WAS BEING ~UISTIOIIEOt I AGAIN INSIST£ ~ ON UY RIGHT TO A T~LEPHOHE 

CALLe DEPUTY SMEPIPI' TERRY, WHO MAO COME ON DUTY, COUP~IED IUMEOIATELY. 

TIL!PMOIIED URi. WALaEA ' IN ATLANTA WHO IN TURN ALERTED THE PROPER DIVISION HEADS OF 

Of" Till STAPP AltO TMI AKRIOAI CIVIL LIBERTIES UNtOPJ• 
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UPON BI.AilE'B RETURN, WE JOINED IN A SERVICE OF PRAYER ANO SONG THAT LASTED 

UNTIL MIDNIGHT• WE VOWED THAT WE WOULD NOT EAT OR DRINK UNTIL AELEAS~c. 

SATURDAY MORNINQ AROUND SEVENt WE WERE AWAKENED BY A TRUSTY WHO SROUGHi 

BREAKFAST. NEITHER BLAKE NOR I ~EFT OUR COTS. AN ~OUR LATER, THE TRUSTY ~CTURNED 

TO RETRIEVE THE UNDISTURBED TRAYS. THE SAME PROCEDURE FOLLOWED AT ONE o'CLOCK. 

STILL BLAKE A•D ~AST£0e WE WERE COUVINC£0 THAT WE WERE VICTIMS 0~ A MALICIOUS 

PLOT AND PREPARED OUASELV~ ~ TO STAY AS LOHG AS NECESSARY. THIS WAS LOUISIANA'S 

WAY OP nTEACHING US A LESSOR"• 

AT APPROXIMATELY' P.M~, MY NAUE WAS CALLED AND ONCE AGAIN I CO~FACNTEO Tl!E 

COROIIERe DAe 0ELE£e THIS TIM! K£ SEEUED HALTii~G AND CiHIFUSEO A!; TO WHAT TO ASI\e 

. WN£8 I IGNORED A ~UESTION THAT HE HAD ASKED ME THE NIGHT BEFORE, HE WA~7£0 TO ~~OW 

QAT WAS WRONG WITH YEe t REP\.IEO THAT I WAS TIR£0 OF HIU PLAYING GAMES WITH MEe 

HI ASKED WHAT I U~ANYe I ANSWERED BY REMINDING HI~ OF OUR L~ST EXCHANGE OF WOROS 

THE liiiGHT PREVIOUSe HE SAID H~ COULDN'T AEIIEUBERe HAD SAID TO HIU THAT HIS 

ATTITUDE TOWARD lilY UEMTAL. COMPETEUCE WOULD BE EXACTLY THE SA!.SE AS IT WAS ON OUR 

IRIT1AL MEETING, NO MATTER WHEN HE SAW YE AGAIN, TOMORROW, NEXT WEEK, NElT UONTH 

OR NEXT YEARe HE FLUSHED UNDER UV DIRECT APPROACH. 

I TH~N SAID TO HIU THAT H. WAS A PAAT OF THE TRAGEDY OF THE SOUTH. H~ KNE~ 
. :-: · ~ . · .... 

WI.IAT liAS RI,QNT AJIO COULON .'T OR WOULDN'T 00 ITI EITHER BECAUS!i SCO:EO~l£ CONTROLLED 

Hill OR BEC-AUSE. ME LACKED THE COURACEe THE FUUBL£ DEFE NSE OF HIS POSITION ?ROI>lPTED 

UE TO SAY I . SYMPATHIZED WITH HIU BECAUSE HE WAS CAUGHT UP IN THE EVIL SYSTE" (OF 

S£QREQATIOR)e HE WAS S,ICK, I ASSERTED, AND PERHAPS I SHOULD ilE ~UESTIONiillG Hlr.Be 

ti-. THIS JU8CTUfllt, THE EXAMINATION ABRUPTLY ENDED. 

BLAKE's ~UESTIONING WAS EVEN ~ORE BRIEP AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER, A DEPUTY RE­

EMTEREO OUR CELL AND AR.OUNC£0 THAT TH£ CORONER HAD DECIDED TMAT WE WERE NOT CRAlY 

AND WAS RELEASING US TO CITY AUTHORITI£Se 

AI'TtR TRANSFER TO THE CITY JA ILe OUR RELEASE WAS EFFECTED TMROUCH P.OSTINQ OP 



--------~5~~ ABD .::i~.'IORN TO 
tsEFOilE ME T~IS ffTH OAY 
OF JUNit t 1962. 

f~OTARV PUDL 2 C 
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