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I don't h ave any ans\·1ers, but many quostions, and here are some of t ho 
thin~s that I have been t hinkinr about SNCC vi ~ a vin the death-v1ol onco 
and deeth-v1olonce of the pas t row days . 

1. The ~ashin~ton ~NCC conference is at a st~ateg1c ti~e and l ocation . ~ e 
should be ablo to ~ake so~e f airly astute co~onts - r ealizing t hat 
we aro pretty ~uch operntlnr in tho dark as f nr as tho fUt ure r oos . 

2. This may be an ovor- statcmont , but S:i'CC moy be able t o L"L"ti:i:Dl 1nfluonco 
the course of the civil ri~hts ~ovomont nt this point , with tho D.c . 
conference placed ~here it is, more then ~o realize . 

3 . Tho progra~ of the confer ence shoul d , as much os possibl e , b e geared 
to t~e ~o~cnt -- even i f this means spe ake rs chanc i ng the~r pitch 
SOMehnht. 

l+• Th~re is no ono in Congres3 t hat wo can trust ct t h is point . A probnb l o 
Coneres t 1onnl shake - up uill keop traditional lib er al support i n abeyance 
for now at l eas t. 

5. ~uch time whi l e in ~nshincton should bo ~pent soundln~ out Johns on' s 
allies. and trying t o ect the lie of tho l and politically now . 

6 . 

7 • . 

8. 

9· 

10/. 

Tho whole ques t ion of demonntrations and hoTI ~e c cst an i~age of 
Kennedy -- question : Is much ~ontlmetal stuff needed , or is attributin 

. "the r alsirir:; or 1ssues"su.ff1c1ent? i.e. I think '-'G should say · ' 
Kennedy's value l ay in his r aising tho issues and questions or our 
dny. not in his momentous work, e tc. 

Time should be Dpent lookinr up LBJ's record in civil r i cht s . 
t:!nd on the F.gu~l P..,ol oV'r"' E: nt Co"""!n1ttAe wh i ch h o h"l ~ <l~d . 

r:e should porhaps eva l uate tho posstblo actionn of lo_;c.:..;n~l:-a-n-d-:---o~t-a-:-t-e-
off1c1ols rnthor thnn ~)J e~clus1vely, sinco they ~111 know that LBJ 
will be weaker on civil rl~hts -- ho~ much moro strongly vill they 
let their actiors r un ~~checked. 

Casey's qne~tion: Is it po~sible to create friction b~tween the J ustice 
Dept. and ~ohnson so that the JD u111 come out civil rights champion? 

Quote from Bob l~osos: "the conference may bo the one p l ace i n t he whole 
country ~hero people c on r et t ogether and talk nbout sooe thing t hat cnn 
be meanin~ful for tho V1hole country without h nv1ng to pay homago m ich 
is tr1v1al ••• Tho thing \:Jh ich struck me most is wh:1 t we really fee l now. 
that there is a vacu~, ~ o that t here is no inte llectual leadership 
which is ~~ nlso public , t hat has a public conco rn, that can s peak to 
public i s s uos , nnd t hat hns an audience -- so t hat we 're reduced to tx 
banalities . I t ~ ~~t coosn't see~ t hat anywher e in t he country we 
h ave a count or-bo.lance to t he ~de a that if a Pre e idon t dios, he v:as 
a her o theroforo and v.o mus t al l now eulogize h~. So if there are any 
r eal 1ssuos at the botton or t h is we oast covor t hem up and avoid real 
c onfrantntion because it divi dos. And see, Sl1CC doesn 't have to f:O 
thro\lf'h that . n 
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