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Julv 7. 1964 - Ronnie Moore and Mike Lesser ware driving from Jonesboro to 
Monroe >vhen three :::ars of whites tried to detairL them on the highwa.y. Hoore 
was driving and was atle to get m"ay from the three cars by making a u-turn 
and slightly knocked a. ga.inst one cf t he other cars. Then there wa s a ch.:1se 
back to Jonesboro at 105 mph . Moore and Le sser got to 1.·.r'here the CORE work2r s 
were staying at Jonesboro. The three cars pa ssed back end forth in front of 
the house. The Chief of Police was ca l led along with th e Shariff but they 
did not respond until the FBI '.;as contacted through Harvj.n Rich in Ne\>7 York. 
Then the S~eriff's deputies arrived along with the Chief or Police. The 
next day in Monroe, J2mes 0. Smith filed a warrant for Moore's arrest on 
the charge of reckless driving and hit-and-run. Hoare later filed the same 
against James 0. Smith. 

July 10, 1964 - vfuile canvassin8 Talbot Stre~t in Jonestoro, threats of 
intimidation from the Sheriff's deputy and construction workers who told 
CORE worJ<G!rs to abandon '.vork on voter registration in that area. 

July 11, 1964 - Cathy Patterson, Roh2rt Weaver, Bill Yates, Ca lvin Willi ams, 
Fred Brooks, and a local worker Doris Davis were appreh e nde d by three 
Jackson Parish Deputies, one Lincoln Parish Chief Deputy, and one Louisiana 
State Trooper on U.S. Highway 167 and held for approxinatcly two hours . 
They were made to pose for pictures taken by one of the officGrs, whilG 
standing outside of their car which was impounded by Jackson Parish Sheriff, 
although th2 incidents o~currcd in Lincoln Parish. The group r e ceived 
threc.ts from these:: authori tics when they refused to cooper.:: te. 1..Jorkers , 
Yates and Miss Davis were held under arrest by J~ckson Pa rish authorities, 
pending investigation of their ide:ntification, but were rclc:1sed without 
charge. 

July 13, 1964 - Three white youths stopped c.t the Freedom House and enz;agcd 
in a conversation with CORE workers and policeL1en. Upon beconing rude they 
were asked to leave, but only after thc;l had m:1dc threats en the lives of 
the occupants of the Freedoo House and Robe rt 1-Je:we r in pa::.ticuL:r . U'V£·-i..--~-

(l-i';-; ... 
July 30, 1964 - The KKK members burne d crosses tl1roughout Jackson Parish and / v\._v 

neGrly 50 or more Kle1nsmen marchGd through the Negro section of Jonesboro, ~-\ )L
3
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Louisiana holding burning torches in their h~nds lead by a sheriff's pa trol ~~ 

c'lr. The Negro section \vitness2d this e.nd organiz;;:d a group called the 
Deacons of the Defense of Justice. 

Novem~er 15, 1964 - A cross was burne d about two blocks from the Freedom 
House Saturday morning at 2 o'clock and five shots were fired around the 
House. Reports were made to the FBI. An investigation was mode by the FBI 
and the Justice De partment, Thursday evcn~ng . 

In Early December - Jackson Parish library systeill was desegregated. 

January 1.:-, 1965 - TalkinG i'Jlnns He-c-.e made to d2scsregnte public 
in JonesLor, ::md ~tcr.s agreed to nllmv their church4s 
for voter rcf,iStr'ntion purposes. · I 

<:tccomodntions 
to be used 

Jam.!ory 17, 1965 - Sunday mornin~ at 
burned. These churches are Plco.sant. 
i.'.ouisiana and Bethany Bo.ptist Church 

1 a.m. am of these three churches vlcrc 
Grove Baptist Church in l'lcasant, 
in Bcthnny, Louisiana. 
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/ \, Activities in J onesl;oro, LoS~'J~,~f:lA;} d;/ , / / 
~dday, f;1arch 8, 196 5 {1tt4 (f..._::0c> 

Heard rumor that coach Kilpatrick, a~hle~ic coach at NeQro 
Jacksort Hiph School, would - be fired; Students tore up n~c­
of Wilson, school principal, and Enooce, superintend~n~, 
broke bottles, etc.; No class after lunch 

Tuesday, hlarch 9, 1965 
Students, approximately 250-300 strong, picketted the Negro 
high school from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, ~arch 10, 1965 
Students continued picketting; same number, same time 

l\ J Thursday, T.iarch 11 , 1 96 5 
>c· -lT"'- Students continued picketting; same time, same nu~ber; Ci tv 

police blockaded the en "tire Negro community; police ar·res ted 
E· 'l.'homas, F. Spence, and 0. Satcher, teacher at Jackson .tiigh ----------.--- - - ---------- ---·--- - -

Friday, I:larch 1 2, 1 96 5 
Students continue picketting 

Saturday, March 13, 196 5 
Studen±s continue picketting 

Sunday, :r:Iarch 14, 196 5 
Students and parents held mass rally, then marched to the school 
to pray 

Monday, March 1 5 , 1 96 5 
Students nicketted, then marched through the Negro corrununi t?; 
0. Stacher, teacher at Jackson high, was fired 

Tuesday, March 16, 196S 
Students continued picketting and marched thro-v_gh the comr:nJ"'.it:r 
agian; Superintendent ·equested a meeting with the school board 
and 15 p2:rsons from the l~egro co:mmuni ty; Parents and students 
rejected proposal, sent letter requesting school boardto meet 
with them on ~arch 22, 1965 at Jackson high. 

Wednesday, ILa:tch 17, 1965 
Students continued picketting and marching; Superintendent 
issued statement saying that the scbool board would not 

meet at Jackson High on the requestd date unless the students 
returned to classes on the following nay, March 118. 

'I'hursday, March 18, lf 5 ) 
Students refused to return to school; ( Continued to pickett 
on campus and march through the co~~u~i~y 



Activities i n Jonesboro (con) 

v~ ...; ~ ,__'T.,. 1:·:arch 1 q , 1 96 ~ 
J.:_i_ ..LU C..,J ! - ../ 

Students continued matching and picketting ; Students and nar­
ents sent list of grieva~ c es to the Jack s on Parish School Board , 
by certi fied m2..il; Students is s ue r' sta<;ement to the cof.'l..rnur:.i t:r 
and official s as fo l lows : 

11 '11.; +n' all -J._- .._ "" "'+l. ons of' ...,.,.. -; r.+2.l. n-ina l a'" and o.;..der ,.,.,o a-rc. J.. l.J ,... ~ ~ ... I.J ·· .!LV - ~- .. .!. 1..> .,. _ _:_ J ·,t _.. \,... ......, ' '/1....., ....o.... ~ 

returning to s cho ol through !.~onday . Howeve r, our protest 
will continue th~ough the observance e.Ba or prayer - and study­

ing of I:egro history . ~e ho pe (;hat this demo~stra t ion of good 
faith on our pa~t will cause t he members of t he scho o l board 
to pre sent definite plans by whi ch we can satisfactorily re ­

solve our grievance s at our meeting on Monday .''; This state-
ment was prepared with the he l p of the Com~r-.uni ty Relations Ser­
vice. 

Saturday , Karch 20 , 1965 
Scho ol Doard said it would not mee t a t Jackson High on Mon­
day, 11iarch 22 , but a re presentative C0!11I:'tittee .:ro .. t he Jackson 
High School could attend th ~ meeting at the school board of fi ce 
on that eRe- same day , to pr esent in writi ng a formal statement 
o f gr e ivances 

Sunday, Marc h 21 , 1965 
The parents and students of the coa~unity sent a lettre to the 
school board stating that a formal list of g reivances had alreadv 
been submit ted b:r certified mail , and that they therefor e h oned · 
that the schedul e d meeting would t ake place and the school board 
woul d ahve some workable solutions to their pr oblems at such 
time. 

Monday, March 2 2 ; 1965 
Students continued to protest th~ough prayer and the studying 
of Negro History ; the school board met at 4 : 00 p . m. at the · 
scho ol board office ; Negroes were waiting for their scheduled 
meeting a t the high school, b~t the scho ol board did not show 
up; James Far mer, Nat~onal Director of CORE spoke a t a mass 
rally at th e skatin g rink this evening 

Tuesday , Mar ch 23 , 1965 
1 Students marched fr mm Jackson Hi gh to school board offce to 

present a letter requesting the parish scho ol officials to 
meet with the student body and ~arPnts that afternoon at 4 : 00 ; 
The r equest was denied ; S tudents returned and marched on the 
school campus until 3 : 0 0 n . m. 

~ 
\ 

Wednesday, March 24 , 1 q6 5 \ 
Students marched to school b oa rd office from the high S G~~l 

and nicketted the office until it closed at 5 : 30p . m. ; Testers 
of nublic accommodations sought service at the Blue Gril l Cafe, 
M a;_d D Restaurant , Nomev ' s Inn, Bar low's Cafe , and Brook ' s 
Mo tel and Cafe, service ~as denied at all places ; Comnitt e e re ­
presenting the Deacons fo r Defense and Justice visited the 

mayor ' s off :i ce requesting city postal service fo r those in t he Ne ­
community 



Activities ln Jonesboro (c on) 

Thur sday, Uarch 25, 1065 
Students picketted school board office until it closed 

Friday, Karch 26, 1965 
Approximately 375 students and parents ~arched to the school 
board office at 6:30a .m., the demonstrato r s surrounded the 
school board office and blocked a l l entrances; Superintendent 
Knooce &~d all other employers di d not report to work 

Sa tu.rday, l\1arch 2Cl, 1 96 5 
150-200 students and parents surrounded the scho ol board office ; 

-G-e-v--en.o_r_ J-Ohn J. ~c--Ke-iJ&en visited Jonesbor o , met with the r~ e12:ro 
"school committee 11 and- then with the body of Negroes from the 
colJliili:':.'unity, with the 11 school committee" acting as spokesmen. 

Sunday, March 28, 196 5 
Ivlass me e -r,inp.: held at 3:00 p.m. ; ..A:tt .. V{illi,_arrLB_aker, speci a l 

.liason fo r 1/lc Kei t"!:'len, called a meeting·-or about 40 nersons 
·at Jackson Eigh School; a Bi-racial corr..r:::i tte e was fo~med ­
consisting of 7 whites and 7 Negroes; I.l2.s s Elemorial r.Iarch 
for Jimmie Lee Jackson, Rev. James Reeb , and tlrs. Luiexzo; 
23 students a~rived from Syracuse University to help rebuild the 
churche s . 

Monday, I';larch 28, 196 S 
Students r eturned to classes; Petition fo r acros~ the board de­
segregation sent to mayor and nolice jury 

Tuesday, Liarch 30, 1965 
No demonstrations; students c ontinue to work on church 

Wednesday, l'l~arch 31, 1965 and Thursday, MlliiX:ts::k Apr il 1, 1965 
No demonstrations, students continue to work on church. 

Friday, April 2, 1965 
Students continued work on church and left early in the eve­
ing to return to H4w York 

Saturday, April 3, 1965 
Testors attempted to be served at the Blue Grill Cafe, M and 
D itestaurant, - Barlb's Cafe, and Nomey ' s Inn, th~y '.<:ere serve d 
at Nomey ' s In..YJ. and refused at all others; DowntO'Nn merchants 
received letters asking that Negroes be hired in to other j~bs 
than menial tasks; Demonstration at the cour house protestinl! 
police brutalitv and intimidation; 11 students from-the Univer= 
sity of Kansas arrived to help rebuild the churc. es . 

Sund~y, April 4, 1965 
Mass meeting was held 

Monday, April 5, 1965 
1 

Testing was done at local eating places , Nomey's Inn served 
the testors, the other places refused them services 

Tuesday, April 6, 1965 
Picketting began at the school board office for the rehiring 
Of 0 ~a~che~· K U· studen~s and the. local students con.t~n_ue···u~ • '-' . L. ~ -'- ' \_. • - v - -'--l. 

testing 
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Activities in ~onesboro (con) 

Wedn~ sday , April 7, 1965 
same as Tuesdav 

</ 

Thursday , April 8 , 1965 

4 

pemonstra tion at school board offi ce caese ; Mite Jenn ison 
K. U. student, was a"ttacked whil e t rying to "test one ~f th~ 
l ocal eating places 

Friday, April 9 , 1965 

Mass me e ting , de~isio!l made not to begin pick e tting downtmvn 
~t?~es on a prom1 se "tha t local businessmen would emnloy Ne~roes 
l~ "th .e st?r:s by th e f?l lowing Wednesday ; Elmo Jac obs ' ' care, 
Wc.s snot ln ~.,_o after go1ng to a vvhi te filling s ta ti on for .gas 
four of the K. U. ~tudents and E . Scott were ~in the car with ' 
:rv1r . Ja~ ob,s ~ he re"turned the fi:z:~ and later discovered 14 bullet 
holes 1n n 1s c ar door 

Sa turday , Apr il 10, 1965 
No demonstrations; K~nsas students left 

Sunday, Apri l 11, 1965 
Mass meetino-o 

Monday , Apr i l 12 , 1965 and Tuesday, April1 3, 1965 
No demonstrations 

Wedne s day , April 14 , 1965 

No d emonstrations; No Negroes hir ed for jobs in the do~~ town 
area 

Thursday, April 15 , 1965 
Picketting of do·nntown stores be g an; Mass mee t inff, , again a 
promis e tha t businessmen would hire if pi ckettin~ was calle d 
off ; students from L . S . U. and S . U. a rrived to work on churches 

• Friday, April 16 , 1965 a nd Saturday , Apri l 17 , 1965 
Pick e t ting continued 

Sunday , April 18 , 1965 
Prayer carav an , by car , to Bethany an d Pleasant Grov es Bapt i s t 
churches and to court house ; mass meeting with Richard Haley , 
as guest spea~er ; approximately 50 vehicles with a bout 500 
pers ons to ok part in the caravan; s t udents from L . S . U. leau e 

Monday, April 19 , 1965 
Picketting resume d at dovmtown stores , bottle was thrown at 

one of the picketters - Glen Johnson ; and a poster was ta~en from 
the hnads of a 13 y ro old Jerry Cowan who was l ate r a rrested on a • 
signed warrant b~ the man wh o attacked him 

Tuesday , April 20 , 1965 
Picketting of the store s continued 

Wednesday , April 2 1, 1965 
Pickett ing halted because dovmtown store s were closed t oday 
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