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1N TI-tE TJNIT~'D SmATED ll ISTRIOT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 

JACKSON DIVISION 

URS . AL"'{ENE QUINN I MRS. l·i\.ATTIF. DILLON' 1.ms. :aoSA 
BAT.ES ALTRE1, SPINKS ESSIE RJ::3D E VELYN N.C:LSON ' ' ' ' ' ' P.EVEREND DANIEL ROSS , MRS. DJlNIEL ROSS , LOUISE 
Il.i.NKS, GENBRAL \/RITE , il\RS • ROSA i'1\A...,; V/J.TSON 1 
iiiRS . EZRJ'fICE 1Ct11!ANKS, ROB.0RT il cG'.EE, -individual ly 
and on bahali o.i:' othe r s similarly situa te d ; 
J:IBSll: HARRI S , CE.PUUS HUGHES, JULIUS SA!liSEIN 
and T"lffiI S Sl'IEENEY, indivi dua lly and on behalf 
of those simiJ.arly situated ; REVERENDS CHAJUJ,!S 
BLilCKBURN, ROB'li:RT BEJ:.'CH, RICHA?J) ST.c.'RID3l!JRGER, 
ful.RRY llOWI E, DON CUSTIS, _TO!;i FOSTER, LLEWJ.;,'LLYN 
Kiirl.,mRLl:1 WALTER MEHL, Fru:D CORNELL and JOJ,:Y 
Jl!.'1~ . individually e.nd on behalf of those similarly 
situated , 

Plaintufs , 

v . 
lLR . IV~, INDIVIDUALLY r;.nd a s Sherif'f of, Pike 
County , Miss issip p i; G~ORG~ GUY, indi v idua lly 
and as Chief of Police of the City of McComb, 
1.iiss issippi; J:;:DDi.l!: s1 .• I Tli, individuall-y and a s 
a polios officer of ihe Oi ty. of l\1c0oiab; HUll!Y 
tULLJ:.'R, individually ana ao n police of ficer of 
the City of McComb; 11 BIG JOlllf " SRA'R;,>LD~G, indi­
vidually and as a pol ice office r of -the City of 
'M.cComb; T ,B. BIEDSONl:71 i ndividually and as 
Director of .Public Sa7ety of the State of 
l,jissiesip pi; thei r agen ts, sucoe ssors , employees, . 
a,:i.d attorneys , 

Defendants , 

COM:PLAINT 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF '.i'illi tJNITEll STa!U:S DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SO~THJ.ffi.N DI STRI CT OF MISS I SSIPP I 

'O,u, man, On, Vol, 
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This is a civil action sealcin~ a tempora ry restraining order , 
a preliminary injunction, a permanent injUl'lcti-0n, and other equit ­
able relief to enjoin the deprivation under col.or 0£ law of the Stat e 
of 1•~ississi13pi pl.aintiffs • rights , privileges and illllllunitiee aeoured 
by the United States Constitut -ion ana statutes specifically set 
out below . Jurisdiction o:f' this Court is invoked pursuant iio Title 
28,_ U .s .O. , Sections 1343 and Title 42, U .s ,C . , Sections 1971, 
19~3, 1985, and the Civil Rights Acts of 1957 , 1960, and 1964. 

rr 
A. Plaintiffs , Mrs. Alycne QUinn ., Mrs. ;,ra1.tie Dil)on , M:t-s. 

Rosa J3ates , ~,rs. AJ.tbea S1)inl!:S 1 Mrs . Essie Reed , Mrs. -:Evelyn Nelson , 
... Rev . Daniel Reas , J~rs. Danie). Ross, L.rs . Rosa Mae l~atson! Mrs . 

Louise llanks , Mr . General ilhite 1 Mrs . Delores .Johnson a:no. Mr. Rob-

) 

> 

ert McGee, all Negroes, are citiz ens o~ the Unjted States and resid ­
ents o"f l'ike County, !1Tis :.issi ppi . They ·sue individ~lly and on beha.l.1' 
of other Negro citizens o:f the State of !hseissippi and of .Pike 
County similarly situated , Wl\iob class is too n'UlllePotta to bring 
before the 90,trt . 

B. J'J.aintiffs , Mr. Jesse Harris a.nd Mt'. Cephu.8 Highes , a:i::e 
Negro citizens of the United States . l'laintiff Harris is director 
of the Council of Federated Orgi...nizationa (OOFO) project i.n Pike 
CO'Ullty, Mississippi . Plain t iff Hughes is a citizen of the State of 
l,l.e.ryla,nd , presently residin g in McComb, Pike County ,, Mississippi . 
~hey ~ue i ndividually and on behe.lf of all Negro OOFO workers simi-
larl,y situated . -

o. PJ.a:i.nti:f'i'.s , l'Ar. Julius Samstein and ill'r. Dennis Sweeney , 
are white OOFO workers presentl'y residing in MoC'o/llb, Pike County, 
1/{ississii¾i . Plaintifi' Samstein is a citizen of the S:tate of New 
York, P nti£f Sweeney is a citizen of the State of Oregon . 
The3 sue ind1"1du.aUy and on behalf of al l other white COFO workers 
similary situated , 

D . l'laintiffs , L1ewe1.lyn Y...in1merle , Walter f,1ehl, Rion.a.rd 
St-ernberger, Oharles :Blackburn, Uobert D&eon, Frea Cornell , and 
Don Cw.pis, are United Sta-te oi "tizena and white mi~i s ters pr ,esent in 
uiis sissi1>f~ under the auspices of the Na~ional Council of Churches 
!Rea~%a~g~lff1~li1is~p£~tai£i~ti~¥°l~ti1erl~h~so1~1zfi~aa 0 r~n1 -
dent of tb:e State of Ohio. Plai.ntµ'fs Metil and Cornell are cit;izens 
and residents of the Sta .te of Illinois. Plaintiff Ste:rnber6er is 
a citizen and resident of the State of New York. They sue :1.ndivid-

(I/) 
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u.a1ly and on bena.lf of other pe~sons sim.ila r ~y ei~t ed. 
t.1.I 

J)efenda.nt iL"R . Warren is Sherti"f -Of Pike Coi.mty Tliississi ppi . 
Defendant Oeorge Guy is Chief of Po1ioe of the City of McComb. 
Defendant Eddie Smith is a pol ice officer of the City of McComb. 
Defendant Huey Mu.ler is a police officer of the City of MeComb. 
Defendant ''Big Jahn'' She.rplinG is a pal ice officer of -t;he- Cl ty of 
McCamb, Defend.ant .R. B. B:i.rdsona ia Director of Public Sa fety of 
the State of l:1ssiasip1)1 . They are sued individua lly and 1.n their 
capaoty e.s le.w enf •orcement agants o~ the State o:f m1ssisaip1 ,1, 
County of ~ike , and City of ~cComb . 

All of the defenQ~nts are engaged in the o'llforceroent and 
exeeutton of the laws of the State of M:iss issip 1,11 , County of Pik e 
1.nd City o:f ,,loComb and have been and , up on inf orma ti on and belief , 
are 1,res ently acting under colo-r of authorit y of the State of 
Miss issippi as law enforcement off1 c.ers of the State of Miaaisa ippi , 
County of 1'1Jce a,,nd City of McComb. 

TV 

Defendant law enfor cement officers have for a period of time 
and more partio -ulurly, since t he be-ginn ing of the COFO "summer 
_project " in June 1964, combine-cl and conspiTed under color of statutes , 
ordinances , regulations, cursto:ms and usages of the State. of Mias i ­
sa-fppi to subject or cau3e to i;ubject -pil.:.dnt-iff ·s , all citizens of 
'the United -States! whi l e eni;e8ed in c iv il rights acti vi tiee in 
the State of M!:ss:1.s-sippi , to tne deprivation of ri ghts-, privil-eG e s 
and immunit:i.es secured by t l.e Consti •tu:tion and. l aws of the United 
Sta"lies . J3y act .ian and itla,ction , including arrests , prosecut:ions, 
intimia-at -ion s , threats and other harassments , and by the f~lur e of 
def'e-ndant-s to PJ:'OVide plaintirfs with poli ce _protection , defe ndan t s 
b.ava denied to p.laintil"f's the e.qual pr otection of t he l:...ws and , 
mo:re J)lirtieu.larly , tcLB right to ret,-'"ister and vot e and to encourag e 
and help others to reg~ster and vote . 

V 

A. October 26, 1964, was designa-ted "Free do;i1 Day" j,n the 
City -of M¢Cin:nb by COFO (an organuati.on de(licatad to iln'.[>leJUentuig 
equal rights , inclu<ling the rigl;lt to vote, f or Negro citizens 
in the Si.ate o~ Mississippi) to encourage large numbers of Negro 
citizens of Pike County to exercise their £ederal ly secured right 
to regis te r and vote. ' 

13. it approximately 9 : 30 a .Jll. on the morning of October 26 , 
plaintif:f Jesse Harris and f'our White ~inist ers, plaintiffs Kimmer l e , 
l,1ehl, J'o•ster a.nd Cornell, arrived at the Pike County Courthouse in 
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the Cj.t.y of Mal,l)'.'iolia, Mississippi. They ,-,era 1net o,y de:fenda nt · 
R.R. Warl'e~ e.ncl throe tleputy •l'l&Y'U!Ca cu1 "baay A~p:r-oACl!te tl 11he 
Con:rthouse entrance . Several Hit:hway Patrolmen stood nearby . 
\1err<.?n read a court order to them Gtolting that the voting registrar • s 
of:tlce was closed ~Pd t hat if tney did not go horae immediate l y ths y 
would be arrested , Notwithstanding this threat , these palintiff s 
con tin ued to advance towara 'the Courtboi.t::ie entraho ,e ; p l aintiff 
Barris again attempted to ta.l.k ~o defendant Warren wl'lo to l d plain ­
ti:l'f Harris: that he had exactly three n1inutes to leave or ba arrest ed 
for contempt of <:ourt . Vlhile continuing to peao-eftlll,y app roach the 
Courthouse tl;(e-se plaintiffs w~e arrested, jailed and charged with 
trespassing and refusing •P obey an office r. 

C. Shortly i.bereaf -~er 1 more locul Negro oitizens of Pike 
County Mississi1;1 ;ii , ministe:i;-s and C0F0 workers , plaintii'fs herein, 
arrived at the Pike Co$ty Courthouse and attempted to enter to 
regis ·ter or aid others to 'regis .te:t• ho vote. They were all met by 
police o_f:ficers of' McComb and Pike County , defendan .ts herein , and 
were told to Leave or be arrested . They continued toward the Courthouse 
and were all 4i£1il,ed and o-har-gell with trespassing 11nd re:fus ing to ol)ey 
and officer . Bond in thee.mount of $100 .00 was set £or ea ch de -
fendant with -the exce-;:ttion of pla inti:f':f Sp;l.nks who was hel d under 
$200 ,00 'bond. Most of thoee a:r:r,ested have been re~as .ea: . Pla in-
tiffs Kimmerle , Poster , Sternberger , Blackburn , Cust is and Swnst ein 
~nd Rev . K~nneth :Bell are still incarcerated in the ~i ke County 
jail at fliagnol i a Mississ iJ)J>i . 

VI 
All of the ~laintiffs ' arrests stem from their sole act of 

attempting to exercise ·the ir f'ederaily s12cured right t o regist er to 
vote and/or 'to aasist otl').ers to register to vote. Plainti_ffs ' 
at'tempt to enter tile public cour thouse of tl).e Ci-t;y of ldagnol.ia , 
Pike County , li=issi']) !)i , to exercise tile r'i,ght to , register and 
vote secured by the Fif teenth ,a:iend.ment to tbe United St at es Con­
stitution 1vas ent~rely peace~ul &nd orderly . Despite their clear 
l'ight to register and vote , and despite their entirely peaceful 
conduct , they were aroi trarily arrested and ;jailed by t he Ci tY ,, 
Coun·w an_d, it is be l ieved , S·eate lfighway P--.. tro'.l. office-rs of the 
City of McComb, Pike County , and State of Miss i ssippi . Among tnose 
arrested wer,e Rev. Daniel. Roas , 94 years oldj his wife, 78 years of 
age ; and l'lir. Gene ral Whi t'EI, 80 years of age , a ll longtime residents 
of Pike County . ~ 

vil 
October 27 , 1964 Lewie Campbell and lluddy Coleman, two Negro 

"011., man, On. Vol• ~---
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citizens of Pi!te Count y, were arreste(1 for trespassinti as they at t­
ernp'bed to onter the Pilte Co=t~ Co~thou.so 't o reg'1.ster ,to vo'te. 
Rev. Don Bl.D.nchette , a white minister accompanying tham , was a.lso 
arrested ~or trespassing. All three were immediate ly incarcerated . 
JSleven other arrests occurred during t11_e artern oon for the same offense. 

VIII 

Plaintif':1'.'s alle~e that tbe b11'ltantly il.legal actions o:f the 
defendants and their agents on October 26 ana October 27 in arrest ­
ing 11erson who attem,>t'ed to register to vote or who encourased others 
to register to vote as they atteopt u d to enter the Pike County 
Cou.rtbouse , is the latest ot ~ series o:f i.llegal acts committed by 
dc ·fendunts ;:,gaini.t l)ers ·on en gt,.; eli in civil rights acti vit.ies in "the 
Ci t-,y of :.1.eComb . l' la.inti t £s all uge that there has been a. policy and 
prao ie,e by defendants of arrests and !>rosecvu:tions to deter , hinde r 
e.nd punish pla111tiffs and othe1•s active i.n civil rights; tha't over 
tha past several montha numerous e.rrests of' civil rights workers 
nave occurred. Exa.mples of' the unequal ap pl.ic« eion by defendants 
of the laY/ to 1·.uch peri,om : include: 

A. Roy Lee, a Negro citizen of the City of McComb a ctive in 
oi vil rights , w, s arx,estea on August 1.S 1 1964, when he etarted to 
pr~ aloud at the i:,oene of the bombi n,g of' the Blll)gland Supermarket 
in the Oity of MComb. "'Big J'ohn" Sbarpli11g, viewing Lee on his 
ltnees in front of th e eupermari<et , ca.me toward him with a gun as i:f 
to s tr ike him , but was l)rev ented by CO~O worJters covering Lee' a body 
wi•h the.ir own, When Lee :r~turned to the scene of the bombing later 
~hn t night, defendant Huey r.t111er to ld Lee , "l'l'igBer, next tillls 
~here ' s a bombing you ' d better not show up or I ' m going to blow 
yo\ll' brains out ." Lee was arrested, jailed and charged with breach 
of the peace . 

]3 . On A~s't 22 , l.964, P~rcy r.lcGhee , a COFO worlr.er, was 
ar::-ested as he stood in the Pike County C-ourthouse , charged with 
loitering and ja.iled . On the SEIJlle day , Ceph,us Hughes , another Negro 
COFO worker , went to tho courthouse to post bond for Per oy bicGbee . 
Tile jailer, Roy Boone, ref'u.sed to acce1>t the bond money and pull.ad 
a sun on Hughes. 

D. August 27, 'the hollle of )'!rs. Wi 11._ie JQlm Dillon was bombed. 
Defendan t Warren , u ~•on arri'Ving at tba be r.;bed scene , to1d tare. Dillon 
th s.t i:f she did not o-0operate with h:i.-n inste«d oi' -the COFO workers , 
wore 1-han the bombing wou.lil ha_p?en . Later , a highway patrolman 
returned to question ?:ire . Dillon and evaved that the nex-t time he 
h.031e.d the;y wouJ.d put the bOlllb in the :aidoJ.e o:r the house. Some hours 
later Mr, Dillon was arrested ruld charged with operattng a garage 

' 
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D. September 20, ?/1:ra. .,u:1nn' s honie was bornbe·d wh!Ll.e her two 
children and a baby sitter slept inside. Many Negro citizens gathe r ed 
in a11ger et l\trs. Quinn ' s home emct expressed resentme-nt against 
pol.ice officials. Between September 20 and 23 1 oity , county , and 
state police offici a ls i..rrested and jailed e.pl)rox:unatel y 25 Negro 
oi'tizens of Pi,c.e Coun'ty wi thou ·~ wa.rr ~nta e.nd without intorining them 
of the oha.rgea- a ga:Lnst them. 'rhey weTe held unde-r flagrantly 
excessive bond of ll500 .00 each in "the county jail at r.lagnolia . 
::;ever.tl CO:il'O workers were a111ong those arresteci 1 includin.g plaintiff 
Denni,:, Sweo--ney, who was rea l.ea sed after "invas .igation." Counsel 
was 1;01d several ai;cys later thra.t the charge againsv them was criminal 
i,yndioal.ism under S,enate ll:1.1.1 N. 2027 of June ll , l.954 . 

N, October 23, lA d0P0 ,~orkers , the enti,;re ll'ioComl> eta£f , 
,vere arrested by Ciliej~ Guy f;ll<l other ci t;y police oi'f'icial.s for vio ­
l.at-ion of the health irurpection laws, to -wit : Handling food witboµt 
a permit . They were all released on $100 ,00 bond . Trial. was held 
in the City Court of McComb, Pike County , Mississippi on October 27 
at '7: 30 a .m .. A.11 were acqui 'tted except plaintiff Jesse Harrie who 
Ttas fined 3100 .00. Notice of a.;,peal baa been filed , 

IX 
Ile:f'endants ' pattern of conduct and nction d-escribed herein 

i:nd ;:"ur-ther doculflented in the attached affid ,avita , has resulted in 
and continues to effect an -.moonscionable and shooki.1).~ deprivation 
of plaintiffs' basic and unqu wahoned £edera lly protected ri a hts 
secured by the First , Il'ow:-te•enth, and Pifteen:th tunendui.:nt-s to the 
United States Oon.stitution. ~e£endants • conduct has been and is 
beine, carried on ror .;he sole -yui·pose and effect of hara,ssin~ 
plsintili's and punishing tbem fer, and dete=ing plaint i ffs from 
exercising -trheir £ederally secured right to vote in federal elections 
and to -vote in aJ.l elect-ions wit'hout abrid-gement or diSCl'ilnination 
by re a s on of raoe and their i'edex c l oonsitutional ly protected rights 
of free speech_ and of fr~e assembly to protest conditions o:l' raoia:l. 
discriminatio in voting and in tl1 a-tb.er as-peats of ll:l'e which the 
State of 1i1ississippi maintains by statute, ordj.nance , regulation , 
cu.st=, usage , and practice. Th.is harass:ment of pl.a int :iffs is pur­
suant to a polioy of' ri.cial disc .·imination actively encouraged , 
i'ollowed and enf'or.ced by legi slation e,nd by action of the exe cu1.ive 
and judici al branches of tl'.le Stai:e of Missi ssi1>pi , 

X 
l'lainti.ffa further allege that arrests in Pike Oounty by 

defendants on October 23, 26 1 and 27, for violation of the healt h 
in euec tion low , for treapasin.ng, &nd for refusing to ob e7 a polic e 

"OAjt man, o,.. Vol• 
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off;icer ,. were blatantl y il1e1, .1J. and oontrary to .r ig hts &'l,lol.rant11e4 
by the ~~ute wid Foder~1 Oono~ 1tu t1on.e &nd Luwe , tl.l'1d desiped to 
furthe r intin,ide:te and prevent petitione r$ l"r om exercismg their 
constitutio$lly ~roteoted ri $h ~s to vote and t o encourag e and aid 
otne1's to vote, a nd tha~ plainti f fs ar e being prosecute<(} for acts 
done under colo r of a uthorit y derive d from tbe Federal Cons titution 
and Laws providing :f'or equal rights, -that i s, United S-tatee 0oni.ti ­
tu~i on, ,1.mendlllents Que, Founee n, Fi fteen, and 42 U .s .O, , Se ctions 
1971 , 1983, 1985 , a nd tbe civil Rights Act of 1964. 

XI 
Plaintiffs allege ·11hat in addition to the hara s13111.ent b,r arre,st 

and prosecution 'descri be d ab ove, Negro and 1·1hite persons e ngaged in 
civil x-ights activi;; i es in Pike Coun--ty, i4ississippi have been sub­
jected to many terroristic uot 6 . ii'or exam_.,10., en July 8 . 1964, the 
COFO headom llous"' was bo1,1bed injuring sever al 00F0 wor k ers; Jul,y 2&, 
1964-, tv10 boiabs were thrown a-i; the bome 01' Charles Bry an t, the head 
of tlte loc <.11. Zltione.l Asso oiairion for the Jldv«no.ement of Colered 
Paoi,>le , Pue County , I:lissi$si-pp i; A.Ug\lst :!8 , l.964 , a bo:m·o was 
explod ed on -i;he lawn of ple.i.--.~iff l'lj_llie J. Di lio n' s home ; September 
7, 1964 1 foux o='oin,gs of prop0rty owned by Negroes occ urred, in ­
cluding the ho11:e of llev. Hugh Washingt on , A Negro ac •~ive in oivil 
righ-ts ; Sep te mber 20 , 1964 , the boJl'le of ;:>lain i;if'! A1.yene Quinn wi. s 
bOJl',bed; on the l,t,tfllB evonln6 tho Socie1iy Hill lhp t;Lst Church, a Negro 
chw:cn in the City o't' 1,tcColl',b, ~,as 1:>o,cbed. ,.'l aintiffs allc:ge that 
lllUlY 1llOre inoii:lents o:f a silno l a.r nat ure have occurred in the Oi ty of 
11r,cCO?il.b o,rer th e past sever a l inontha . ?la:intifi's f urther cs.l.lege that 
these terrorist ic acts are 1,urs 'Ul3ll't to .,. conspiracy to interf ere with 
, na pt'e vent th0m f,·o:n obtaining eqm:,l. ci vi l rights for Negro oi tizens 
of t-he State of 1,,is s issippi und that defen dants, by their .il1egal 
acts and prosec utions, have o1icled shid consp1rac y to pr ohi'bi t 
p ,la.iJltiffs' exer ,cia e of i'ederal° const i tution.ully sec ured rights . 

XI I 

Plaintifia al.le{(e (a). th.d; 1:h'Bro is no adequate remedy i..t l aw; 
('o) that un.leas th iG Court grants an illUllediate temporary re straining 
order pl.e.i.ntiffs will continue to be illega1l,y prosec-:lt-t'ed aD.d oth er-­
wise intimicl. a't'e d £or e.tternµting to exe r cise their fed era l. eonst1tu ­
ti.onn1. rights; .:nd (o} t hat those }lla inti ffs still r emaining in 
jail in !l'taOomb, Pilc:e Coun.;y , Vlill coniii aue to be puni.snad for htl ving 
attem;p t1;1d to exercise their oonst:l:\iu-t1onal ri8hts. .l:'l&inti:ffs fu!C­
tlter dllege that unles r. defen dant s are 1,r,m\edi a.te l,y resittained, 
defenda nt s will. eontii:u.e .;o ialterfer <l ,•,i t h pali:nti:t'fs ' ri gh t to 
vo~e on tbre~t of arr~st an d pr osectuion cohtr~ to the Pol,ll'teenth 
a;nd ]'i_fteanth Amen dment s to the Unite~ •StaTies Oonstitu.ion . Mc;>re­
over, plaintiffs allege the.t wtJ.ess de fenda nts are restrained from 

'Vn, man, On., Vol, ,.,._. 
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~sin~ ab\Uliva ects and pr actices of defendants as l-aw enfor oeme5t 
office:- of the Statv of Mj.e1>iooippi, Pi}(e Oounty and 01 ty of Mo om'o 
.:11ci oontin:ue to be denied the equal proteotion o~ t'he laws . 
(Affidavits describing more fully defendants ' acts are attached 
hereto . ) 

WHEREFOJm, plaintiffs pray that this Court hear this action 
immedie:tely, co.use this case to be in every way expediated an d, upon 
hear!l.n~, to: 

(1) issue a tempo!l:'ary resti'ain.ing order and preliminary 
injunction enjoining defendwits R.R. \'la.rren, G'eorge Guy , Eddie 
Slll-\:th , Huey 1.'iiller , ":Sig John" Sharpling and T .'.!3, Birdson , their 
~gents , entplo;yee.s and su.c-cessors ih their indiv;idual capacity and 
while a cting under color arui authority of law , f'l•om de'tainil'lf!: , J>rose-
9u.ting , a=esting, thre 1a<vening, harassing , deterringi dieoouraging , 
or otherwise interfering with plll intiffs ond their case in the 
exe~·oi se of their federal const i tutio na l right to vote ; 

(2) permanently enjoin def~ndants , their agents , successo r s , 
employees , a ttorneys , and c.11 those ao ting in. concert with them and 
et t, 1eir direction from deta.ining, yrosecuting , arresting , threaten ­
in g , hara.sein5 1 deterring, discourt.ging, or othe ,·wise interfering 
wit h 1>lainttifs and their class -th •t"t.~ir .,.exsrcise of their :federal 
constiyutional right to vote; 

(3) te~porarily and perman ently ,enjoin defenda~ts , their 
agents , :;;uccesso:rs and em1,loyees as J.aw enf'-orcement office r to pro ­
vide to plaintiffs and i.heir class the equal protection o-f t he J.a.ws 
guaranteed by the Fo=teenth Amendment to the Uni ted States . Constitu ­
tion; and 

(4) a ll ow pllaintiffs thei:r costs herein , including reasonabl e 
attorneys • fees and such o~her , additional relief as may ap~ea r to 
the Oourt ~o be equ~tab l e and ~st. 

Reapectf\.tl.ly submitted , 

Cars i e A. Hali 
Jack R. Young 
115½ Nor th Farish Stre et 
JackS on M1es1ss1pp1 
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COPY 0~ AFiIDAV7 T 

( STATE OF 1'rISSISSIPl>I 
(COUNTY OF P IKE 

Del;l.llis Sweeney 
702 Wall Street 

(601) 684-9414 

On the morninB of July 8, l 964, I was sleeping in the McOomb 
Preedom House at 702 Wa ll Street. At about 3:50 a .m. I was awak­
ene d· by a blast, splinters and debrj,s fJ.ying through the air , 
Our hou se ~d been bo mbed flll cl. two 01' the ten residents , myself and 
Curtis Ha.yes , were injured with xninor ·cuts and I recieved a mild 
concus si on . The 1oc a l police ar rived a few minutes after the 
the bomb went o-ff, and the first on to the scene remarked , "It 
must have been term:il.tes. 11 The p-0].ice poked around the f1ower 
beds and picked up bits of matting which had been blown all over 
the yard and then left the house . Al though the local police , 
the Pike County Sheriff ' s off.ice and the F .B,I . ha ve been investi ­
gating this , inciden t s since th a t time , neither it 11or twelve 
other bombings in the McComb area have been sol ved .• 

• 'V,u, man, 0,.. Vo, • 
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( S~. \'l'il UF ~:!ISSI S S1J.>PI 
( COUNTY OF PIKE 

C. O. Bryant 
Baortovm 

(601) 684,9414 

I r;.m l're-sident o:f th l)i}te county brenc!t of the .l'lational 
Associati on for ·t;h.e Advance1nent of' Colored PGople (N .A .A .O .P , ) 
I h('.ve been cond 'uction vo1;eT registrai;ion classes and on April 
8 or 9, 1964 , I brou ..;ht three l'feg:--0 citizens to the courthouse in 
,,!;..Ltnolia l.,1ssissi,? ,1i for tileu to at-tem,t to ret;ister to vote. I 
!lnve filled out ann :filed afridaVi ts with the l>reciden:t • s Cornmi ttllle 
on e~ual job opportunities on Januw.'Y 13, 1964, ab out discrimin~ti on 
with res))ect to race •; In •the montl\ of' j)'ebruo.ry er March , a Posta l 
Ins ;}cotor, n.c. Hornsby, as a 1•esult o_f the a.t'fiila vits, did inves ­
tigate tl)_e ab eve mentioned clRi. ma oi' discrill\inati-0n at the Illinois 
Central Railread Shops in }.TcComb . 

A cross was b1.trned in f'r'on.t 0£ my 1io1,1a on Janu: ry 15, 1964. 
Du.ring tne month of f,l(1l'eh , 1954 , my wife, I 1:m1ogene l3ryant , r-ecei ve d 
phone co.lls sayi:ni that we :.,ilould ('.Ct out of town. On .April 28 , 
1904 7 between eir;ht ancl :"line :,.m ., I was sitting in rn, bedroom o,nd 
l'le .. rd a loud noise . I ran to both the front door e.hd the b cl{ door 
anci saw no one. I returner\ .;o my bedroom and at that ti n,e neighbor .. 
hood children oumo to the tront door and told 1I18 that my barber 
sholl was on fire , T was able to stop the i'ire . On April. 28, 1964 , 
a.:f'ter I put out the fire • I c:;lled the Poli ce De:p,tttmefit and reperted 
the abeva incident. .The Nii;:n·b Chief and four other o.fficers came 
en d 11,ade an investigation apd ' found a piece of pipe 1·1hicn they 
prOl'1ised to . give to an 11'1X1)ert"' :for :f'j_nt,rerprint examination . 
A:f'tel' the police left, I re po1•ted 'the incident to attorney Roberi. 
Owans o:f the U .s. Ju.atice Depar·~ment and Wus promised. tha;t there 
would bt< an inveatigati.on . ~he ,ieX't, (lay , while I was op my job 
" t the Illinois. Central RELilroa d , F .B.I . agents came in r elation 
to the abONe incident. 

J>uring the week of Febr uary 3 , 1964, 'tnere was a pci ture posted 
on he property of' t e ll1..inois Ceniaial Rai11'oad which showed a per son 
with a r ope aronnd his neoit .,::ia "t'he worlts below re a d, "N .A • .A.C . P. 
- :Don'-t 1.et this hap:pen 'to you .u On April the 29th , 1964, my s on, 
Cu,-tis 13ryant jr ., received a hone call f'rom an unknow pe rson who 
se.id , ''You. son of' a bi tches bl3"tte r get out ot tewn. 11 

"A m Q 'II Vn, an, 4• v~f, 
q,._.. 



0 

0 

0 

Studen t Nonviolent 
Coordi natin g Committee 

6 RAVM-ONO STREEi. N,W,, ATLANTA 14, GEORGIA • 601J..033:, 

' 
702 \'Jell Stroo1 
(jcC01i1b, t.11nlul ppl 

39648 

(601) 684-9414 

R. Jess 13;:own 
125½ North Farish Street 
Jackson Miss issippi 

Henry M. Aronson 
507½ North Farish Street 
Jackson Iiiississippi 

Jack Greenberg 
Melvyn · Zarr · 
10 Columbus Circle 
New York 19 , New York 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs . 
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