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14inutes of COFO Convention, February 9, 1964 

Dr. Kenry Presiding 

:f>JQilX Opening Re'marks by Mrs. Clari e Harvey, of' Jackson. 
Mrs. Harvey p roposed that Women Strike f or p.ea ce members s.pd other 
gr oups of women be invited to come to l,lli.ssissi.ppi for the s.umm~r 
to work "»JI wit hin,; the r-egula r i'r .am:ework of tbe summen "Program. 
She relate-d .fiB sever·a l accounts i nd i ca.t1ng that these women 
are very interested i n the problems of Mississippi and want to do 
s omething about them. Unanimously passed that t hey be invited. 

Jack .McK.art of Operation Freedom. He described the ~amZll:t 
program of Oper a t i on Freedom. It pr ovides money for pe-ople subjected 
t o ee·onomi~ repris-als. They bave worked only i.n tbe Delta u so 
fax-. ( i n their Mississ i ppi act ivities). He rela ted that he went 
t o a meet ing of the Nationa 1 Assoc:l,at·ion 1d for the Advancement 
of Wbite People in Ohio r ecently, and was t aUght again that the 
people in tbe civil r ight s movement must s t ick t ogether t ,o figh t 
bigotry such as h e saw in the NAAWP. 

Dr. He.nry u:ma tur ned the f~oor over t ·o Bob Mose s t o explaic t he 
COFO sta.ff progra m i -n s ome de t ail . Bob dea lt with the i ·t ems in the 
packet (a.p_pended) one at a time. 

A. F r eedom Registration. Bob .Moses exp la i ned t hat t he conc.e-pt is 
an exte·nei Gn of the LFreedom Vote c.oncept . The Freedom .ae~iatratl.O~ 
(R number, 2 i n packet) would ha ve its own structure and re-quirements. 
I t is not a pro j ect to teach peopl e to register official l y-; i t 1:-a a 
~epar~te regi stration . The g oal is t -o r egist er a s :~nany as 400,000, 
(of the 425,000 Negroes of v0t i ng age ) a r ound the state. 

Dr. Henry raised t ·be que_st-10nll ot t be z:.;-e·lucta nce ot: some people to 
si gn their names . In t he gen ez:oa l debate tha t followed, tbe f .ollowi.ng 
points were rai~ed. 
Mr . Ro.yford (also Peackck ) said that axui:Jll man should be wgx~b his 
signature. Others, notably Mra. Pigee a r gued for those who wo~ld 
sign, but arE;) afraid . A man who is not w·orth hi s sig naturec &s ~~.1-11 
wor tb milk for the childr en, etc •• 
1 Peopl e shoul d be required t G s ign, because the name, even if the 
registrar puts it there_, is damaging enough, if i t falls int·o t he 
wr\t;ng ba nds. Peoplw who are really afra-id will be afra1q eveb, ta 
allow dt hers t o sign f0r them. . 
If people do not s ign their names themselves, the books are open to 
charges of fraudulant registration. This coii.ld even be dangerous 
legally, because a ma n cou l d deny he a uthori.zed his lllame t o be put 
on t he ~uoks and br ing charges against the regi s t rar . 
The purpose of tbe Freedom Regi stration i B t o ma.k e regis_trati·on eaay 
in terms of literacy, etc., not i n terms of cou.rgge. 

Dr. Henry closed debate and call_ed the questi on. The vote was 51-41 
tha t people should be required t o sign their own names. Amended t-o 
read -that exceptions would be made f or the blind, illiterate, etc •. , 
uai.ng the standard procedure of t he person ma king e marlt , and tw(i) 
witnesses signi ng their names. 

B . Democra t1o Convention ( 112a " i n the packet)~ .Bo'D st~li presiding • 
. -sgb outlined the convent i on p l qns ( see pa c.ket h and ur,ged those a.t 
"t e mee'f~ng to a t te.nd the precinct convent j_ons . 
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Dr . Henry raised the point of the Republican conve nti.on. Ther e are 
pla ns 10 Washington County to try to challenge both parties. Mrs. 
Pigee pr oposed ~mtba t the plan be expa.naed to 1nclu9e the Republieans-. 
Tbe concenaus was to i nclude the Republ:LGan convent:t.on,. b1,1t w:Lth a 
more modified pla n. Bob sa id that peopl e who have t riea to ~egiste~ 
ca n cons i der tbe:ms el.ges 11 qua l i f iad ele c t ors'' i f they a r e not officlal.ly 
reg113tereel until the Fr eedom Registration bQoks a re set up. Them tbo.se 
who are freedom register ed can at t end the pa.rty conventions. l3ob 
r•eitera tee tha t t he conventi on delegates saould go home and organi,z,e 
the r iva l conventions, and watch for the regula r co.nventions. 

C. Discussion of ca ndidates .for the Democratic ;pr imaries. BOb propas-ad 
taa t the XB:K nex t COFO ,me eti ng (ea r ly i n Mareh) be a nominating 
con~ention& Passe~. 

Break .fer lunch. 

AFI'ERNOON SBSSION (Dr. Henry pr e s i di ng ) 

D. Area r epor ts 
1 • .Ha t t iesburg. Rev. Bob St one m.f r eported on Hattiesburg, and 1m 

e:x:pr es;.sec:;i sentiments fer t he vi s i ting ndni sters. He u de scr ibed bl~ 
f'l rs t meeting wi.tb BOb Nosee ln washington over the Thanks.g.i vltng weekend. 
Eob suggested tha t minis t ers come to Ha t t ieshurg a t tbaa, tue. Three 
r eligious organizations~ The Pr esbyte r i a n e:u Co:mm.1ss1on on Reli gion 
a;nd Race, t he XB·:klb lB Ra bbinical Qounc11 and The Ep!so.opal Society 
f o.r Cultural and Racial unity (ESCRU) spons0red the visi·ts. ~-&% 
xi:i:X"X)Qax]UZi;JJJ· Fi.fty-one minister s ·aotua ll'Y came for Fr eede>m Da¥, 
Ja nuary 2~. Dr . Henry and Cha r les Ever s were ther e. I t was a .. gr eat 
p-icket line. 

Speaking of results, Rev. Stone sa1a tha t the experi en:eehad been 
very educationa l :for the mini s t ers; they had become acqua1nU.ed wi th 
t he r ea ,l.ity of economic repris a ls, police ha r a ssment ., etc~ Fur-tbe.r­
moll:!'a , 1.t was the fi r s t sustainea demonstration i n the history r;;)f 
Miss i ssippi. Mor e peGple app lied to r egiste r t han ever bad 1n Batt1ea­
b'urg ,. now over 250 and s til l .g0i ng down . T»• He coneludeGI that t his 
wa s tbe be ginni ng of a breakt,hrough on f ea r in Ha t t iesbu r g ., 'Thek 
mini s ters a lso learned about t be "valian t young l eaderahi.p ".,. whi ch 
a long with NAACP aet ivity t hr ough the years, had made Hattie-bbu.rg 
such a sucoess . The minis ter s reported t hat t hey we re pl a nn1ng ~o· 
kee p a t least a contingent present for Hattiesburg throu~b the spring~ 
w·i t h s ome s t aying , some going~ a nd ret urnl ng l a te r . 
Other r e por t s from Hattiesb tmg-- Mr . F a i rley, NAACP branch pres_.,, 
recounted an incident where the pGlice wer e leni ent i n an acci dent 
ca-se.. A l ady whos e husba nd wa s f i r e d sa id t hat t h ey we r e eontiRui.ng 
to p1cket 1 eta. 

Summa ry of Hat t i esburg report: Negroes began signing a f'f 11iavit s. 
around 19lt9, as ki ng t he f edezra l govt t o do sometftJ i ng about Vr;;)ter 
discrimi nation. The g overnment fcl.na 11y \rtent t o court and won a cont empt 
citat i on agains t Theron Lyna. The i dea or t he Hat t i esburg Fr eecom 
Day drive was t o t es t the federa l government' s intenti-on§. The Gity 
ba cked aown 1ihen the peop l e tested i t. 

Tbe question wa s r a:lseti : H0\'1 long s hou l d nn.ni ste r s ~ COFO s t aff 
r ema in i n Ha ttiesburg. in large n umbers : People f .J:'"Gm H:a tti.e~burg 
we re unanimaus x:s i n sayi ng that. t hey should s~ay a wbile- l onge r . 
other w towns a r e asking f or similar le rge - s cale campaigna , ~ o t he 
minist ers , with Rev . s t one s·peai{ing1 dec ided t o wor k on getting mere 
mi n i...r;;te rs . Dr. Henry poi nted out tne the Nationa 1 Council of Chur ches 



·~ -. ,. Minutes of: COFO convention, page 3 

so far has been wi l ling t o help outJ only on the issue· of voter reg:i.a ­
tra tiGn, so their pr-esence ca nnot be ~ called upon 1nd.iscrim:t,ne.tely 
by anyone . The coneensus 0:f .opinion, art-ieulat.ed seve~al times, wa s 
t ba-t COFO caDJI call on ouf.~ ide kli help onl.y if the loc~l community is 
alrea dy moving; outside help cant g begi n a eampaign . Mrs. Fi~ee 
suggested that- l ocal ministers be invited to lead their congregatiena 
to -the Cuu.'tl·t bouse. 

2 . ·tbe canton report was postponed, because none ·O.f the OOFO st.aft' 
people from Canton were present. 

Miss Fa-;trfa:x of' AFSC wa-s recognized. She. spoke briefly. Dr. Henry 
reporte{j that the AFSC is cont emplating s ett i ng up a n office in 
JIJl.S&issippi. When t hey come in,J they presiJ:lna bly Will Join COFO. 

Rev. Ed King was recogni zed . He reported that stores are closing 
down on Capitol s t. {due probably to a Negro boycott); i n a short 
se!'mOn. he posed the peoblem or ene t s reaction t o t he Be{!kwi t b 
decision. Recommended Christlike reaction. 

E. Food and clothing ( 115'1 .'ind 117" in the paltket )/ Annell Ponder 
outlined the arrangement \'ti th the national agency for clothing 
distribution. Amzie Moore •x asked for reports .from people to .fine 
out how ea.ch county 's co.m:md)di ty progr·am. works. Bob added that 
peopl e should also 'get a list of what food peopl e are supposed to 
get (COE{) of'fice. will send a list), and then check to see Edal 1f 
they do. 

F. Federal programs~ g ( '4' in t he p a cl<et} Charlie Cobb reporte-d 
on the meeting at Tougaloo the day before {Feb. 8) to consider j ob 
opportunities arising from the new NASA te·st f<~oilit:y. Mr. Kirksey 
pr>esented a par proposal (page ~), and was appointed chairman or 
t he committee be sugge·sted. He rrlll trav·el around the state t o eoorclinat 

and a.ssisti tbeae loca l effor ts .. az.azz 
Cba!'l.ie Cobb expla ined the sharecropper s conference to be beld Feb._ 29 
at Mt. Beulah. BOb Moses spoke, urging people to recruit farmers t o 
come te.the meeting. 

Dlilve .Lolli.s w·as i ntroduced and spolte bri.efly. 

G:. Summer program. ~f~~XflRXKX ( "3u 1.n the, pa cket). Al LOwenstein 
spoke on the general pt?:Lloaophy of a massive sunnner project. A m:a·ssive· 
ei'f Grt inside and out s i de Mississippi is necessa ry to eraek it. The 
g.oal is to make white M:tss i ssippiaris underssa nd tbet cha.nge bas to come, 
and thus ereate .;1 climate where moderates will be reasonable abGut 
changing t he status quo. The summer pr oject 1. has to help the Negro 
communi ty, nat just stir up trouble, and 2. it baa to convince whites 
that chang·e i s inevitable. The project must massive in understanding r£ 
the proble·ms and massive in t he support or Negroes, m:t both i n Mi-ss-,. 
and QUtside. In p lanning such a p:rojeot, we must f'ac-e the fact tbet 
there Will be rept'ession and pr·:tvation. we have to want ohange bacly 
enough to be willing t o go through even more difficult times to eeacb 
an u u1ti:ma tely better situat ion. He asked the grQup if they wei.'e 
-ready te rock boat-s \!{itb this understanding. The ·eoncenSU:S" was • yes. 
He envisioned others being a ttrac ted by the new work, s chool teaehePS 
get-ting new hao~bOne ., e to. When the T,llhite people see that change 1a 
inevitable, .change 1~111 come more quickly than we could plan for it . 
That i s the overall goa l for the summer project. 
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