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SPOOIAL TO THC STUDEll'l'S AID Yomn PEOPLE OF RULEV'ILLE, INDWrou, AND DREl·t 

THE Fill!:EDa 1 SCHOOL 

All over tho st:ito of Ml..osissipp._· 
this sui= there aro Froedom Schools. 
over lSOO students o.ro for the first 
tir:10 roading about and hoarizie about 
th:ini;s that the l'O{;ll1nr schools do ndt 
too.clt. 

Whi.ch Civics text book, for ax­
llll)J.o, axplains about hou s01'10 states 
con docido for thonselves mother c:,r 
not they will confom to the Consti­
tution of the United states? And 
'lolhnt Civ-lcs text book, in its !?ltpla­
rotion a! tho oloctoral systot1, expl.air)s 
why tho 4a,{ of tho population thllt is 
Nearo in tr.o :rt..lto of llississippi 
ca..'ll'lOt vote ovon tllOU(lh these poopla 
arc Jm3rican citizens and Mtssissippi 
cit:i:z:ons? 

h'hat Ancient History toxt book; 
in doscribL'JG ::mcient civilizations, 
talla3 3bout H?J.11 Ohs.no. 1 and Sonc]l;d 
1Jbon it talks about empires? W!i:r 
does it tblk only about Romo and 
Byoontiur.i 1 and not about Afriob.n ~ 
piros? What History text boo~
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axoiton:int about Romn law, o.1ao 
about the lJio'.ly developed sysl;ol:lS of 
lmdn tho OIU'ly Af'ri.ccn JdnGdO!!'.a? 
And whet 11:1.Dtory tart book talks about 
tho splendor ot Ethiopia lmD it tlllks 
abqut the ~or of Ecypt, or about 
the 8l'JQl tir,e of iron in !'lost Ai':rica 
when it talk:, abO\rt, tho ~inc 
tccbn1c'(l sk1ll of tt,.o pyrar:d.d-buildors 
in F.(:ypt? Mxi what ftlsl:,ory taitt book, 
in i¼ gj.acu1Js;i.on or l!'{Jyptian and 
GreQk 8lld Ilol:lah art, o.l..eo talk3 about 
Afrlo.in ~? 

Aro 'l;l1ar;e t1'.inge not pert of tl10 
~ he;i:,its1ge, too? 

Wh.Qn wo l.'lt\l(Jy l-lodcrn lrJ.crtory, do 
we stuw ~ ioevol~:1.Qllll !n the new 
at'rlcan l'llltion:i against their colonid. 
opprcss0?'3, or do ~ just study World 
War I nnd World 1-/0r Il? When we l'Oad 
about the 'l'roaty o.r Versailles, ~ 
we see it oncy na a triUl!lph of the 
Allied J)CM8'X'3 or as a 11GJ.l..-Olxt to 

Russia, or do we olso see the daz:laeo 
it did to Africa? 1,JJ1en 'IE read about 
w:ir heroes, do 1'19 read about Jeno 
KeJ1yatta as well as about DoueJ,ass l·!ilc­
Arthur? 

Aild when we learn 1'rarl our text­
books and society, do we lclU'll obedien­
ce to law? Do we lea.rn that i;oing to 
jail is a shameM. thine? Do ~s 
leorn that the policemn Ul our 
.friePd? Do 1e learn that the myor 
of a town an:! t!i.e governor of' a state 
Oild Sena.torn f'ror.i a state·are just, 
riallteous, and intellieent, coooornod 
responsible l:l8ll? Do w learn to trust 
our loaders? Do we learn about tlie 
rulo of the riajority at the s= tine 
as we reolizo that in Sunflower Cou-
ty the Noc;ro population· is 68% of the 
lihal.e county population, but the wh:i:te 
niilarity rules? Do 1.0 le= about tho 
l-~ t.h.e i'athers of our country set up 
o c:iref'ul systen ot chocks and bal..lna!:J 
so tbat no s :lrlelo person or t!rg,ll'li-

zction or br.ux:h of covorr.nont sl1ould 
ha'Vl'l too ruch powr? Do we learn about 
chocks and b;:il.mcvs at tho s.:J.JllO t:!Jno 
llS we sec tibo omis tho property QJld 
tho busine:,ses in Sunnouer County, 
lll'ld conpare those names with tho •. 

l'll3l'.lOS of people who i;ovorn the tOlillS? 

Do 1-Q loam, l·ihen...wo study tho 
horeos Of tho Alllorican past, that 
ll l!egro, Cris.PUS Attuclcs, 1od the 
first bllttle o! tho Revolutionary 
War? Do lie hetir of the co=ee of 
HD.rrlet Tubman, tho intelligence and. 
sp_eakinG skill of Fredrick Douelass, 
the poetic skill of ~llis Wheat­
ley? Do you roooenizo tho namo of 
W.E. B. du Boi!l es eao~ as you do 
tl14t of Booklll' T. Wa3llincton? Do 
l«l l'Oru:l cl>out Sojo= Truth ;,tum Wl 

~ ebout cl'U:IQders for vor:ien •s 
richto? iih;r no 1-.'C read ;,.bom; '()lclo 
Ton in connoction uitl\ tho Civil Wo;r 
but nat; llbout the lleerocs in Conaross 
during Reconstruction? 

t-nzy-do wo read about Eli ,nu.tnoy 



aJXl Thanas A, ~on, b'llt not about 
invontor Jan lhtl!eliter, whose ideas 
:ind 1dloso mclli.no rovo1ution:ized tho 
s.lloa iJ:Jdustry? Wily do WO know about 
tho mnstrel SholiS and the shU.f!llng 
Hegro enterto.iner but. not a.bout tho 
serious 11oat.s Paul Laurence Dunbar 
o.nd Goor(le Weldon Johnson? Wey do 
wo road about t!1e Ku Klux JO.an· and hcl.r 
po.trio-tic that <>TgaIIi=.tion is, and 
not. a.bout the'mtionaJiso proa.cr.ed by 
&reuo GOl'Vlly, and l;itely by Jfiljr,)l 
lloho.r.r'.Gd and V.al.coln'X? 

/IJld who in 1-!isoissippi has hoard 
of its mm ootivo oon, Richard llril.iht7 
Who in Missia1;1ippi, white or lioero, 
roads Janes 13:Lld:win? 

Tho Froodoo School.a in Mi.soiosippi 
my bo tho beginm..>ig of n ·oho.nae in 
tllo no,turo of dl:blcation a.ll ovor . .Ar.Iori-
o~. students are beginn:!.na to ask 
quostions. 

:rnEEDOH SC!:[OOL CONVENrIOU 
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students 1-'l the Rreodom Schools, 
OIIt of their !Jbucy of SU.Ch tltiJ"ICs llB 
Negro History, arc becomd,ng awaro of 
tbomsolves o.s hunan beines Qrrl as 
Negroes. They are also ~ tho 
,-ey Ml.ssiosippi laws o.nd r,re.cticos do 
not live up to tho Constitution of too 
tln1 ted St;;,.tes of ti.morico., 1".ey _;u:u_ 
looming to ask quostions about wl:i;y 
Ne(iroos in Ui.e81ss1pp1 Uve the way'too;r 
doo Thay are bO(lirlnil"lf:! to look for 
WWS to answor t._'1oae ~estions. , 

On tho -weokom of August 8-9, m 
Jl.er:l,dia,n, there l'l.. ll be a ohanco for 
yaune peoplo ~ all ovor tho etc.to 
to oomo togethr.l' and aaJ.k about these 
question:,. Nol'8 :inq)orta.nt, it lrlll 
be a c:h~e for ·l;hese youni.: r,oopl.o to 
try to fo;r,:i r~.f'ul o:nswors to 
these qussticms, Md so to bee:l.n roally 
1,ork:I.De t-0 chance t.lte life of the l1is­
siss1ppi lleiµ-o. At t.110 Frl>oo.on school. 
Convention II p:ln.tt"1'!1l vllJ. bo d:ra.,m 
up cwh:i.nine tho idoas of aJ.J. tho 
xbmerrr,s ab<N!", 1.cr,, u. cl.a,~" l'il c,:'l<>m ,,,11 ~ 

Dl order to propa.re for the Freedom 
School. Co,"!Ventio11, tho Frcodon Schools 
:l.n RcJ.eville and Dld;l.nnol,'\ ~fil.l. bee:l.n 
to .focus on thcso political :md ooo­
nomic questions. Tho rludents will 
iorm a.l"lBltera and dirOCtions i:iioh tho 
doleGatos can tam to }ler.idian. EVoW• 
OI\13 is needed to take part in the 
preoor:ltion 1 beeause it is inpartanl; 
that. tho doloeates r~ represent 
t!>.oi:r t.owns in S"\in1'l..owor Coum.y, 

How.1rollld you do it? HOWW01l1d 
you run }lississippi if you YTQ.'""e (lov­
ornor i,,stead of l't\ul Jol:lnson? Who 
1JOUld you liko to see e.s Seantor hC!ll1 
this state, a.nd what ,e uld you expoct 
lrlJn to do in tho u.s, GoV01'llf.lent? 
Hatt would you co about keepine l.!t,,r 
and ardor if y911 were a me.bar of the 
Drew Po]j_co Force, or if you wore 
Sheritt of :rt.dianolo.? What role do 
you think the Federal Govorrimer!t, 
should p:t:ey-in: a weu..run sta.to? 
i·/llat Federa1 l.aws 10 uld you like "to 
soe-onfarcec. in J-.tl,ssi.ssippi? Jiow 
m:ru1d you eo about doil".g it? 

J.nd ,hnt ~·rould )'Oil dCI about 'rhnt 
you i'i.rla to bo tho aconomic probl1)1113 
Of the Mississippi Negro? Do D.'11// 
whites ho.vo arzy-of these saJ.lO prob-
1.ems? !low would you so1-ve them? . 

How doee Y9ur new undorstand:WG 
'of yourself mke you !lm'O ab1e to 
tb:ir>k about ~issippi as o state 
within the Un:t; od St.ates of J\.lllerlca? 

TJ->.ese aro o~ sone o:f the 
q'UOSt:i.ons that v. 1l.. be raised in 
the F.rood.Oll School. clAsses botwoon 
rq,r a..'ld tho August 8 conva.-rt.ion, 




