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'"""""~ ere currontl;y four people oork:ing ·dthin CCilii!Urd.oations . Bob Weil and B!.ll Lif!bt 
bl. ®voted the pnst several weeks to CCillpiling inform2tion far suits P.nd ciVil rights 
hearings. Mlley Kitlll' co-ardl.nates Rith Atlanta SNCC, orients new press correspondents, 
end deals with re,arters who m-e do1m hera for e limited period of time for intensive 
research into one part of the program. Ilene Strelltz keepe in close touch with the 
'~-"!.TS operator for incidents end feature material thnt gets phoned in from the field, end 
then phones out press releases to the tdre services, networks, and correspondents 
a t.aUoned in Jackson tor the sUllll!!ar, es ~1ell II-' to the local media- who nevor write any 
cf it down. The press parson also publishes an incident sheet each dey, end works 
throughout the sUJI1l!ICr on detailed reports on various general portions of the proumn-­
such as Freedom Schools and Community Centers--for the use of the press and of Visiting 
t :.>urists Nho are usually also fund-raisers in the North. Francis Mitchell has been 
in the Jackson office at times throushout most of the summer, but will not be back until 
apProximately September 1 . t.furgaret Rose ~~ assigned to communications from the start 
of the sum.er, but had to1rork the W~TS line for most of her stay here, before leaving for 
HolJIIes County in late July, Ei:Die Schraeder has taken care of COI!III.lni.cations work for 
the Freed0111 llsl:locratic Party. 

n . PUBLICATIONS 

a) lklil.r Incident Sumnaries : Bob Beyers ran off the first eight pages of these and 
made a mailing or them to projects and to press. He made a run of 400 shortl.r befare he 
left in mid-July. Initiall.r the de,y to day SUIIII'lariee after be left tlel'e run off in 
qutmtit:ies of lSO, but they must be replenished trequentl;y; by the end of the S\D!IIler a 
mim.num of SOO copies of each Rill have boon distributed. These have proven the single 
moat valuable--or at l east most requested--piece of material fflr net# press people as 
~ as thoso ~rho have been here :f'rom the start of the summer, and for the 1!1llny people 
1mu come through the office each neek Mking for ~II'itten material. They are also sent 
out to projects, The daily !lllllDIIBries have been cited in several magazine articles and 
neuapepor features , so that requests cDI!Iing in for them by mail are niiJ!ICrOUS; often 
these requests aro accompanied by '1>2 to ~S checks to cover postage, Jackson oommunica­
tions is not currently equipped to handle this type of mnling, and in essence these 
l~tters-many from Friends and Parents groups , newspapers and ..agazines, universities and 
Ligh schools, staffs of state attorney gonerala, and civil rights groups--get sporadically 
cnswered or ignored. They have been ignored far lack of manpower to service ths. By 
tC:le end of tho BW!Iner there flill be approxilllately SO pages of inci.dent SUI'1JI'.I1ries , the 
last 40 pag03 of which are relativelz detailed. There ia a good chance that Bob Beyers c 
cc.n reproduce these by offset press at Stanford, with us paying for the pnper. Even in 
t.lis instance, •lben manpower problems can be solved, there is a question of >~hether we 
c:m afford postage end organization for mailing, and it we actually uant to mail these 
Cl'lt , 

b) Lesal Research : The number of themofe.x copies of afi'adavits and news ol.ips-­
et S to 'Pi cents a sheet--that Bill Light and Bob Weil have had to make tor use in 
bearings and suits is beyond calnuletion--many thouaands. Many stencils have been made 
for the seJ!!c purpose. This is possibly our single most expensive operation. 

c) General R~orts: lt. the end of the first Fre-dom School session, a 9-page 
report on the Fi=e an SChool program was is:oucd for cammuni.cat:l.ons purposes . Five 
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"unccrecl c oP'ea liii!J:C nade, These were &ent out t o eeuc:a tional pubUcationa arKl 
Juc:a tion editors throu1flout the nation. they ore be j innms to produce s ooe aol*l 

f e atures, an<! letters atartin:; to c oc• in i ndicate t hat professional interut i.ll 
beJ innino: t o be a rouaed , Tllis rClX>rt, U !ce inci~e:ot Jolll:l:lariea, is requeued both 
by people ccaing in t !l office lllld by .~au, "'r suP~lY u ju6t about exhausted, 
1tlc &afac type of r eport ia in t 'le proceaa on cOA:> nity centers. 

d) ~MAILINGS t In addition t o ~oilinJ• t o projects of cverythin~ we put out , 
and the Fre&lom l!IChool ma.Uin~ , several hunclere<l ne'4 releases and 4.freedom DenocroUc 
l'artt fact sheets (see bel ow) ' lave been sent out t o hOI:lc town net:18papers and r adi o 
tte.Uons t o announce t he r eturn of voluntee rs rallyina support f o r the PDP; t hese, 
ut!::!to any of our other mailin:;&, II'Crc s ent dr ,;.aU. 

e) F.'CT Sllll lll'St f i ve 'lUndred SUIMet Pro ject fact sheets (one se~enee &Uln adea 
of all pro Jrat::a, stati.lltics , In '.'!lite /uedcs scho<lul es, etc. ) and 11ft equal n~Fobcr 
of f 'l> f.1ct s'leeta !\ave been r eproc!UC:ed f the l<~tter uere sent out with t'le new 
rel"''e about ntumins volunte ers , 

., M EVIOUS PIIILX:.\TIQ(.St lbere i.ll a conatant ne e:l f o r copiea uf previous 
-!c CXI'O reports 1 once ~~Gaio t he question c caea up of ldlo s toulG au -
., . reaporu;ibility, if anyone, SuppUe1 of these nave not been 10aintainC!Cl in 
,l· 

throu:Jhout the swrner we have been in contac t t i'JO t o t h«e times a day with 
( llociated P~u, United Preu lnternation6l, N.JC , • .nc , CIIS, I' or at l~t a oonth 

and in moe t caae6 all aummer, cortespondents have been aUtiooed in Jachaon froa the 
New Yo rk Timea, the !loaton Gl o\N! , the ,;aehinljton Post , the New Yo rk Heralcl Tribune, 
aDd fino Ja~o.&ine , for pcd CdS thrOUOJ hOut the SIIIIIOCr 1 there .have been COUCapoDdenti 
froc SCripE; lowarJ , tile Los ·"'?elU Til:lca, thl: St, Loub Post Diapatch, r adi o 
atationa, e town papera, and trulumerable free-lancen-aa well as Bert Schaer froa 
the Wall street Journal, Between U and 25 out-of-$tate papers will call f or l engthy 
long dlatonce conve rsations each week, usually f or details on specific feature 
topica , lbe co rreapoodenta atatiooed here spend approxilaately 3 houra e ach in the of 
office each weet, in additiou to tbe d aily phone contact, 

1be press baa c0111e to trust and respect ua aa aoun:ea of new and feature tipa in 
a way that one can observe increasing fr0111 weet t o weet, To a leaaer and lc:aeer 
deg ree tbey oat "'Were any volunteers beaten or a.rreated today," and t o an ncr­
increasing degree tbey will .respond to oar descriptions of $Ucb thinga aa a NoCobb 
Pre edom Regiatration picnic, the Shaw School boyco tt, the Ha ~ony Conmunlty Center, 
Many of them have come to identify with us, keep u1 info (!lied about news throughout 
tbe South, etc, Our better correspondent• are changing from doubters and oblerver& 
to underatanding educ:atc!Jra. The red-baiter and t be beat- baiter are increuingly 
rare, and are usually products of 3-day wirlwind tours of tbe $tate aimed at 
BlUing the definitive impreaaloni&'tic report, 

IV , PAU. 

Even if tbe Clarion-Ledger i.a wrong, the state will indeed be "abaodoned" by aost 
if our correspondent& and apeclal network people. lbi.a will mean tllat aa far as 
live ae• reporting, Jaetson•a role-without a national WATS--ia h&:ry, The need 
for wdttea utedala COiaing out of Mtuiaaippi ia placed in a new perspective, 
Questions conaiatently raised o.er the 5ummer indicate that lengthf reporta of 
certain type. will be extensively pielted up bf the national media if they were t o 
be otailed to them, For one thing , if Ca>o feeJ11 it worthwhile, we are in great 
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need of a legal chronology of the 81l!ll1ler, ie, arrests each dar, trials each day, bond 
each dey, fines each dey, etc. , as ~~ as statisti.cal totals (total bond spent, total 
!!IT eats made, total convictions of our people, total conVictions of eseailants of our 
?eopl P. as compared to total number of atteoks, etc. ) . 

I n light o:C the presumed continuing massive legal research, and a 2- 3 week interlude 
a :'tel' the S1l!'llmer correspondents depart Hhen the national press will be considering 
f'<ndl.!lg a way of keeping in close touch with Mississippi, one view of Rhat staff organ­
i ::diO'\ to use in C011111Unications aftor the SUI!IIler ends would involve a) methods of 
'--'Dti: rlt!!!! daily p!Mme contact with major papers (we can ' t rely on the regulars of the 
:iir e :;~ ..-i.re staffs here) once they no longer have correspondents here full-time, and 
b) t iB -;;c:-::.tlng of detailed reports on general areas andestablisb:l.ng the pltl.losophy of 
t heir <:J.:rc·alation. 

· r<l)'ro~-r, of this natul"e attempted by a SUI!II!Ier volunteer can only be parocldal. I have 
to cl" ••' hut that its gaps are greater thap its inclusions, its perceptions and projection 
~on-c•.:_,;;:mt, and its attempted summary limited at best. :Francis Mitbhell or Robert Weil 

t•. .~lople !lho must be tul"ned to for this information. 
Ilene !3trelitz 

l 




