
A IJITIISTER OOUl:JSELOR I1i J.tCKSO!! 

\'Then a •iasiatdpp1An said to the Rev. I.eo H. B&ll , "It you outside 

lfortheMl ae;itatcra ettty!!d bane , we•d solve our rao:lal problems," he would 

'!uietly repl:r. "I was born in !'l01"1dll. ." 

rrow executi'Vfl aeoretary of the Nethod:!.&t Federation for sooia.l 

J.ot1cn rttl' hie o.f !'ice in Ardsley. New :.:ork, the Rev . ur • .Ball -~ one of 

IICQres of clErQ'IIlen to respond to the call of the Natiooal '1ounaU of 

churehes tor "Jrlnister counselors" to eaaist es volli..llteers in ita 8'1!l1mllr 

program in L~se18sipp1 . 

Arriving in Jaolcaon. be fouml himlself" one of o. uoup of twaoty-two 

elerQ'IIIAtl tbet 1.noluded Ephcopll.l.iens fran J.'assaohu11ett~ and cditoJ·nis , e.nd 

a mnnber of llnited Church of Christ pr:tatore from I own . 

thorough briefing by .f1'9ld worJasrs , la.wyera and doctors as te wha.t they 

could ellCounter . The prepara.tion wn11 mCIJ'o tm.n p reeautioMry, :!'or one of 

their number. the Rev . Edwurd x. Heinin&I'Jl, aged ~6, paat.or 01' the United 

Church in Oea •.!oinee, WStl 1!1lva.gely beaten in the o!'l'ice of a looal dootm' 

w!lllN! l".e hld gone for medical ueietance. 

The purpcu;e of thi:<~ mlnhtori&l po.rticipition ne to shew to 

•iaGidippit.ne t~.!it tl>o aational cln:re-h bod1ea in the 'U'nited states are 

coneerned abollt th" Freed<;>m "'truggle, to innioate to !!ee;roee on thll firing 

line tht.t they are not alono, and '1:0 enoc;orage the ttembers of white ohurohes 

tc transform their conez-ec;atione :f'rm dissident croupa into lo;yal member­

bodieD cBrryins out the "open door" polio iea of the J::Atioml pe.rant 

dhucmU.Illltione to whioh thoy belonr; , 

7.hm clergyman in the Re;; • . Mr . !!all's group were assiplllld as 

"mini!Vn- oot.tnsolors" either to omptl!re of the N.A..A.C.F. or to the 

Freedom Bchcole eetnhliehfld by CCFO-t.'le Council 01' Federated Ol'ta.nizat1ona, 

Thl! imnediate project of C<FO is th11 obtaining o.f 100,000 liee;ro dpllltures 



in aupport of tho "iniaoippi ll<r.:loor&tic l"re&dc:om ?ar-ty wbieh la challenging 

tho right or a "lily-'lfhi te" deleg;ation to represent Y.iasuaippi &t the 

Demoer&tio Ccmvention in .Hlantio City. 

rho N.A.A.<;.P. ooopel"ateo "'lit'b Ctll"O in ita projo:>t.a but h ~ 

ib own main oonoern th!!t looal ... oter re~:iatr~tian drhe. The Rev. !.!)-. 

aall tound itl!nsolr &SIIi£111Jd to the Ja.olcllon office of the !'1 •. \.A.C .P. •h<n-e 

ho rourld JfHlFfJ ill Cl=lu Svera ae the executive aeoret.a.ry witb a 11.-11 

att.!.'!.' o!.' olario&l workera &!cl & score or !1101!o or &otiva high acbool atudeuta 

&ng&&Od in & dd.ly do+-to-door Ol.lll,"'"ign to 8MOur&ge Je.cokeon Uetr0.8 to 

ret?eter &t the count)• Court noun. 1'he raa_ponae to the Cllll!pllign hall bean 

warm but the Negroes llbed c&r&ful oO&Ollil1£: in ardor to pua auecosafully 

the queotiona put to them by the regiatr&r, as well u in!.'inite ~tbnce 

along rith the wilUngneu to return apin am again to the Court f!ouee, 

aa the l-1 policy 1a to pa.aa orJ.y a 11111&11 quot~~ or registrant• o•ch dAy. 

fhe Rn. lll'. Ball W!lD as lead to intorviiJ\9 prCillinont oi tisona in 

t~.e J&ckaon CCialmunity: minhtera, lawyers, publishers, ree.ltora, buairu~oe 

oon-o&peoi&lly with ragsrd to their attitude tOI'I'!I.rda the De'lf Civi.l Rithta 

.V:t. Nearly all lftlrll outM.rdly o0<1rteous and e. number :!..ns;ista4 that 

•iaeiedpp!1U\a •ore baa:io&lly b ... -abid:!.ng; that, w~t-ee.a previously tl•oy 

bad observed tl-.e •tate•' ,.uapticn atatutea, new thlt thtose vre:re supplanted 

by fGdor~l la•, h~r uncongenial they might fine it, thia they would oboy. 

on tho poUtin and hoE'e.!'ttl side -ro suab denlopm.,u.ta as & 

rft&olution of the ~tl.aai.raippi Bar AUociation plac :!..n~,; tho t•esouroes of' the 

ssr at tl16 diapc.ul or every eitben or the Ctat• in any oourt, at&ta or 

~odera.l1 e. ""O®"londa tion by the Jackson Chamber of Cannurros rec~endf..n& 

ooni'c-rraity with ta publie aooCI!IIllcda.tit'll seotic.n or the Civil :light• Aot; 

a.nd the dev&lol'l!ll''nt of a c=!ttoe or women to anist in tha integration 

this fall or the ''1rll't ~de in the public achools, as ordered b;r Federal 

.;udge l!i&&, S~tO 200 flegro children hav<> boon readied by the lf. A. A..C.P. 
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to enroll in the w.rio1.111 wl\ite sc:boola to gi"Ve wbatanoe to tbe oourt 

order. 

others wh0111 the Rn . 'l£r. ilall interviewed showed an intraTUSi­

genoe tblt ~ndioa-ted all too olearly the intensi"ty of ~ atrugg1e thlt 

liee ahead in Jaokaon befcre the sep-e~;&tion front ia redly breaohfld. 

The owner of two MW~~p&pora attaoked the m 1-"lilf YORK TillES, TBE llEIIALD 

1'Rl8T.INE, 'l1lE 1\'A.Sl!IHGTOJ POST and other nsticmCll d111liea, for printilll; 

•.ttotion" and •rautney" about viubaippi; be denied tbat th<>:-o -a 

either violeooe or terrcr tn the atato; an:! whom the R<rr • ldr . '91111 aa'k.ed 

1rlm al;>out 'the ten or more )fegro churolun bwned rlthin the paat fortnight, 

he replied oynically, "They wore b\IT"Md by the Wo17oo• the111!1elvea tor ilhe 

ell.lae of pu)llioity." 

s. 

A hig,b ).tothodiat Church ol'fioial ohlr&9d thet thfl civil rig;hh 

wwkere had oome to Uiuiarippi a~ a "stunt,• - declared tl'At the dieappoar­

IUE:C. of three w<rbn in Philadelphia 11U a Tuao to brin& in federe.l troop a, 

and stated tlat rae&ntm.ent a:tJ~Cng; fl!thodista waa 10 great that th:h yt>ar 

ilhe L!ethodiat Couf'erenoo li'Ould undo11b'bodly refu.eo to t1111.b t;ood on , 1100,000 

plod&9 to the World Service Fund of tht. denond.nation, eo ae to prevllllt any 

payment goillg to the national Counoil of Churohee. 

llb the ot'Mr h&nd, lUI o!'N.oial in tho Cl'Ancety ot the Rllml\!1 

C&tholio diooue told of a C.thodist la~ 'lfho did not feel free to Gpe&k 

tc hie own pastor yet felt ompelled to 001:e to the Ch&nnry tc dhouu with 

oome one hi• inte.IUJo senee of brrohe1nen\. anq guilt. 1'!1\llt finally praarptfld 

thia tmprcoedontod act .,,u hie corr.ing upon the 11mnulder ing :-uine at 11o regro 

churoh, wb.t'Te tho cltureb bell lay in the amoking e.ahea; t.'te eig'ltt .mndo him 

siok, and drO\"e hontD tho ineradicable !mpreuion or the terrible end to whloh 

raoo prejudice _ .. loading. Tbie ilO!IIAll Catholio ot.!'ic ial eT.p'l'eesed 

optimhm thot an inoroaaint; ntmtber oi' whiile l!ieeledppian$, eepecially in 



the Jackson area, believed in roo.aon, -nted a talr-er ~go of Uiuiuippi 

in the e:pe ot tba reat of t.¥- ~tion and tho world, and realised tb&t 

a more hopeful ccoz:mic: o:>tlco'k ne d~Spendent vpon tho peacefUl reao)ution 

of th& ::-e.oJ.al tenainn. 

For aOille tiDe the Javbon .A .A.C .P . h&e been <>onductinK a 

•eelectivo buying" ca.npe.ir;n which h!>a resulted in the closing of many 

Jtarea on Capitol Stroot . A.t ti» end ot July the R. A. . l.O .F. m<te e. teat 

ar eatinG placeG o.nd !&a filed 8 a\iitt tor $100,000 each against seven 

such o stablilboento &Jld c:JO ls::-~ deput:.ent atore . A ";;tay ot:r ~apitol 

street• cat;p&i&n is under way . It ia thia preuuro that Wldorlios the 

ca.ll o!' the Jllnior 0::~141llber ot Cotll:ano iD J&cban tor e>cr.pli&MC: lrlth the 

public aooCICloo4ations aootion ot the Cbil Rights Act but all Juoh reoC~~Mnda.­

tiona lave dnwn fierce opposition t'raD tho White Cithena Council8. 

In tho Federal !!uildin in Jaolcson on July 29, the Rev . !lr . Ball 

atwndsd a hsarin& or the Jonuiasippi AdvUory Ccxw:Utt.e to tb,o Cammisaion 

on Civil RiV:If.s, when a white CC!.":C '!fW'ker .!'ra111 Ic-. Ste;>hen SO'!Iith , 

ro).awd the &rim experience of beln& piatol •wbippod by a pro~ne f1II4 

acurriloWJ deputy shar il'i'. llogro man aru! WO<IIll!l frcm L9&ke Co'.lllt.y. CantOil 

and J&obOil related heart~breo.king experioDCea ~ economic ropriat.l 'When 

tl ny tdod to rer;iater to vote, and wh!m t.boy pradded hoapitali ty to COFO 

volunteer worke-n. A young Epiaoope.lian 1111niater, who bad wrlcod in a a:all 

tcrou, told 1.- tho ·os;ro lad)·· in wnoae home he had at.tyod, ba.d a.ald 

an.xiou.cly, "r.e don•t lrn01r wba.t will happen to us after }'OU 11-ll go homo . • 

l]>.ey toatil'iod tbat thoy b1d hoard thr~ts of bloodehod in thtt fall . 

"lt ia bnpronivo, • oommonted !!r. Ball, "hc!lr undaiUlted these 

fOr,r 111en an1 w en appear to 1>o in i"e.oe or aucb :tarn•~~me:Lt. !.mong the 

w <to people there are tbfl a~ the tic, th!: stupid anrl tho r.c:m, but "th11re 

arc alBo the objoc.tiTo and the truly cone cr.-ned. It ia ditflilult t-o !>aY 

whothr.r thcac latiAr cCICiprhe a m.jorit.y-today in llhduippt even tha 



label •moderate' haa b&o~e a dirty ward. Yet 01111 sor.ehaw 1'cela tharo 

o.re enouth in this middle pcait.ion to achieve peaceful 1ntee;rat1on ar 

the achoole aDd c111ln!bu, am to brln an end to tbl! ;-iolenoo and t rrar." 

A wt-J.te lawyer in Jaokaon told ... Ball, "You keep oadn here 

from 'n York and Chlcat;o alii! "alitarnia. because we Ill!ed you." e 

oxprenaed the conviction that tbtl preoonce ar nearly 90Q student• 8.lld 

200 doctors . la.W";ero allll ml..niatol'l !'r!Xll all f8.Tts of the country 11111 

malc1 tln 1naradioablo d1ttore:aao. tt bela autjeoted )!laa11191pp1 to 1111 

intan.11e :cational scrutiny. It tas indicated U> th!! Eegrc people tlat 

cany whlte people net only care but care enoup U> run great perscml 

riab. aDd not a ff1ff are qu1clc to exproaa their appreoill tion. 

ner.ry Bird, amrU't ot Slaw, 1aaiadppi, said -to ane or the 

ministers, "I ' d let •om ldll yeu, exeopt I don•t want the"· .1. IIW1lrmii1G 

Ill) en-or tO'Pl•" 

"Jt' a r;o:l.n., to be nip and tuck this fall, " oonclu:l.od the Rev. 

l!r. Ball, "but I ~ ·lad l wllG part of this &ummer project, and 1 IU:I 

canvimed 11' :l.t CIUl be axtendod into o.n all-yoa::--round ca:n;:>aitn, it will 

ultii:Btely succeed in cba in the race cr tbl! whole stete .• 
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