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by Rober r1oses: Mississippi Project 
Director for the Student Nonviolent 
Coord ina ing Conrrni ttee 

Dan'el Jones is the sheriff of Amite County -- symbol 
of the 1 w in Mississippi according to the white people, 
symbol o terror and injustice according to the Negroes. 

Lewjs Allen was born and raised in 11 Liberty"., the county 
seat; married, raised his family, farmed and worked the timber 
in the sJoping pine forests for a living. 

He .od no trouble with the white people in Liberty until 
Herbert ee was murdered on September 30, 1961. He saw Hurst 
shoot Le at the cotton gin in Liberty early in the morning 
on Septeruber 30th. Daniel Jones was a deputy sheriff then 
and when he and the others told Allen to testify that Hurst 
whot Lee in self defense, Allen rebelled. It was a small 
rebellio -· - he t6ld the lie they coerced him for at the 
''coroner's jury" and later at the "grand jury", but he never 
accepted lD his mind and spirit that he could tell a lie 
against TI,e, once he was dea d . He wasn't deep in civil rights 
at that time ; he hadn't attended the voting meetings_, or 
tried to register. It just went against his grain. So he 
told what he saw that rnorni.ng to the civil rights workers, the 
Departrne t of Justice and the F.B.I. 

Account Concerning Arrest and Beating 
of Louis Allen in July 1962 -- Taken 
Down from Mrs. Louis Allen by Bob Moses 

Daniel Jones came up into the yard and Hemry (Allen's 
son) went to the door. He told Henry he wanted to see Louis. 
He told uis he was going to arrest him .. ·- for "interfering 11 

with the law. Louis asked him could he get out on bond. 
Daniel Jo es told him he couldn't. The head sheriff called 
over the adio hook -· up and asked where was Jones. He told 
him he wa at Louis' house. The sheriff asked if he had 
a rrested ~ouis. He told him yes. Louis asked Da niel Jones 
could he et his hat. Daniel Jones didn't givo an answer . . 

standing by the door. Louis looked around and . 
to bring him his hat and Daniel Jones hit Louis with 

ight while the side of his face was turned to him 
and he br ke his jaw -- then they carried him on to jail. 
I (Mrs. Allen) ran out behind them. Hemry wns driving. I 
was going after Tommy (another son). Daniel Jones was coming 
from the jailhouse and I saw him and stopped and asked him 
if Louis r as in j a il. He cursed us and tbld us yes, that's 
where he was going to stay and asked us where were we going. 
1t!e told him we were goint to Tormny's. He cursed and told us 
to get Tommy and get on across the darrm river .. if we didn't 
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some of t e rest of us would be up there (in jail) too. We 
got Tomm and came back to the house. 

Account . e lated to Bob Moses 
by Tommy ouis Allen 

I we t to see E,L. Caston the next morning, I asked him 
what did hey have daddy in jail about, He told me and Henry 
to get on away from there - if we don't we'll be up there too. 
I went do n to Lawyer Joe Gard en and asked him to ca ll the 
sheriff a d find out the charge~. He called out. They still 
didn't te 1 him but told him they would have his trial next 
day at 11:00. I went to town about time for the trial and 
they turn d him out. Louis told us tha t they had broken his 
j aw bone. He had osked 'chem for a doctor, but they wouldn't 
get him o e. Went to see Dr. Jennie Field in Centerville -­
white doc · or. 

,llccount C 
Allen on 
weapon an 
Related t 

nce rning Arrest of Louis 
barges of Ha ving a Concea led 

Passing a B2d Check --
Bob Moses by Tommy Allen 

re coming up from work about 7:00. The sheriff 
was at th· HElwkin s Service Station a nd Dad dy cal led into the 
station a d told them to put 10 gallons of gas into the truck. 
After tha the sheriff told Daddy to get out, he had a wa rra nt 
for his a rest. Daddy got out . Da niel Jones searched Detddy 
and the t~uck. F ound a weapon in the g love c ompartment --· 
that 's wh · re he kept it all the time for protection, so he 
wasn't t rJ ing to concea l it. Daneil Jones told Daddy to come 
on and go with him. They took .hirn to jail and told me to 
bring the truck on to the hous e . I brought the truc k on to 
the house . I thought they were going to charge him a little 
fine for not having a t a il light on the trailer and then 
ma ybe he' come on ba ck to the house, The next morn i ng I 
went up tterc and talked to Daddy from outside the jail. 
He told m they hadn 't thold him what they had him in jail 
for. I w nt back to see the sheriff . The sheriff said : t he y 
were goin- to have a preliminary hearin,s tha t morning about 
10:00 a nd we would find out then what he was in jail for. 
I waitej c round town for the hea ring. They wouldn't let me 
or my bro her:·. Henry or Jerry Norwood into the bearing. 
They didn't say anything but to get on ba ck-- and they shut 
the door. (E.O. Cas ton was the sheriff then J They were 
taking hi ba ck to jail and he told me they had him for 
1'concca l e d weapon . 11 



3 

Account elated to Concerning incident August, 1963 
Bob Moses by M:.:os. Allen 

In August the baby and I were playing and I hit my head . 
I went to the doctor. · 

When 
I want to 
me that 
then aske 

the sheriff saw me he said, "Get yourself together. 
ask you some questions. The doctor was telli.ng 
uis did that." (struck Mrs . Allen) The sheriff 
to talk to Henry in private. 

(Thi vms one of the "domestic problems, including re­
ported vi lence 11 which the sheriff told the press might be 
a factor · n the case after Allen's murder.) 

Account R lated to 
Bob Moses by Mrs. Allen 

Concerning Allen's murder, 
January 31; 1964 

Loui: had been crying a ll day Friday (the day of the 
murder). He had workGd for Mr. Jerry Spillman for seven 
years and went to him to get a recommendation for a job. 
Mr. SpillJ an said he might be helping a communist or anything 
so wouldn 1t recommend him. That worried Louis a lot. 

Account R lated to 
Bob Moses by Tommy Allen 

concerning Allen's murdGr, 
Janua ry 31, 1964 

. I hG __ ped Louis get out some .logs Friday (the day of the 
murder). I He was supposed to have left Saturday for rllilwaukee. 
He had taiLked to one of the white lawyers; Floyd Wayne Stratton, 
who said .1e d idn 1 t think he could help him · - they w~.:. re going 
to give him from three to five years (on a bad check charge). 
He was cmting from Mr. Loyd King 1 s before he got shot. He 
w6nt up t ere to get a recommendation for driving a bulldozer 
for use i Milwaukee construction work. That night he was 
shot. 


