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The i=ssues raised by the MFDP Challenge to the Congresslional delegation
from Mississiopl go to the hesrt of Hegro exclusion from the palitical
processes in Mississipoi and the South.

The questions of the challenge goes beyond the processes of registration.
Tt goes to the issue of actual participation in elections and the
political processes. Tt is entirely possible that the mere fact of being
reglstered--thereby qualified--to vobte will not enable flegroes in Missis=
sippl to actually vote since economic intimidation and vinlence will
still be available to those who are opposed to Negro voting.

The Challenges are based specificallv on the lack of Hegro participastion
in the elections of lovember, 196li, The evidence covered by the deposi-
tions given cover not mly obstruction to registration, but the acts of
economic harrassment and violence that are also used as & matter of
policy by the State. It is only when the Congress unseats the
Mississippians and calls for snd conducts free and omen elections in
Mississippi for these seats that the Hegroes in the state will be free
to participate. It is only when the Congress takes these actions that
the political forces in the South that are opposed to Hegroes' voting
will wnderstand that Congress and the lation are serious sbout Fuarantes=
ing the rights of Hegroes to fully participate in the nrocesses of
government.

Recognizing this the Student Honviolent “ocordinatine Committee stands
ready to commit the major portion of its orpanizational resources and
energies to the support of this challenge fduring the next two months.

e plan to use our organizing staff in Mississippi to suprnort the voter
registrotion drives, mass rallies and political demonstrastions called
for by the local community leaders of the Mississinopi Freedom Yemocratic
FParty. Our offices and sup-ort organizations in the north are working
with other organizations in northern commnities to publicize the
challenge and garner congressicnal support from these communitirs. We
are at present recruiting 2,000 students and voune neonle to convens

in Washington in June for the purpose of engaging in lohhwing and
educational workshops around this challenge.

These young necnle engaped in the Washington Tobby will disperse, some
to Mississippl to participste in activities there and others will return
to their home communities to organize activities directed to loecal
congressmen. This activity will be in supnort of unseating the
Mississippians and calling for free elections in Mississirni.

SICC stands ready to support with 211 its organizaticnal resources,

both morth and scuth, any call that comes from the MFMP and its allies
for a nationr~l mobilization of peonle in Washingtonm.





