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WHY ARE FARM LABORERS POOR? 

More thaii. rgein le.borer>s 1n tr.a plantation country of 
the Mississippi Del ta have r,o:rusod to work any more for 
the 301ne; rate of thl'.'ee dollars a day. Or3an1zed into the 
M1ssiss1pp1 Freedom Labor Union (MFLU), they say they 
will return to ~,ork when cotton growers 1!{5ree to PAY them 
~l. 25 an hour i' or an o igh t-hour day, time and n haJ. f for 
ovol:"time, ~Tith s1-ok pay, hoaJ. th and accident iliaurruioe, 
and equal employmc;lllt praot1.oe8 1n WEl3es, h1rins and 1-,orking 
oondi tions. In ahor-t thoy want the m1n1mu:n oond1 tions 
which millions of &lov1oan workers ho.ve enjoyed for 
decades. 

Wll.l t,b.a strikers w1n1 They nro fl!!;ht1n,; a poweri'uJ. 
combiruJ. ti.on of eneo1eo--the planter who has conajl1red ror 
seventy years eo prevent a blnclc r.iajori ty :rrolI! be1n5 heard 
a.t the pollin3 place, the induatr>1tt11st Vhose r.iachines 
threaten to □o.ke tho people of the !iolds unnecessary to 
the co~ton economy, tho bankers and the1r loan sharka 
who milk evan a.mb1 t1ous men' a ooney by menns of the 
11poor ta.x 11--h1gh 1ntarost chArses, the textile □nnUfa.cturer 
nnd the merchant 1-1ho wont tl•e1r cetton as cheo.p as possible, 
a long sucooaeion of Prea1donta and Oon5reaoes who have 
engineered muiti-billiOn doll~r subsidies for these groups, 
o.nd the nilliona of .lgoricnna who have allowed o.ll tbis 
to hll.ppon. 

Ne3roea in tho Delta counties in which fart, laborers 
hD.vo gone on strike (Bolivlll', IssaquenA, Pnnoln, SJ.lar.Jcey, 
&mflower nnd ~Tashlilt5@on) r.ro n solid !!ia.Jor>ity of the 
popu1at1on (61%), and tho ovorwboln1n15 no.Jor1ty, ore very 
poor (88%~of the f~□ll1os h.~ve lnco□os of loso thG\.ll $3000 
n year). Nevertheless, a1nee vory few vote, tho men who 
supnosedly r-eproaent then 1n Consr,oss ( Senntora James 
Et,.stla.T1d r.nd John stonnia .:ind Rop. Jnmie \·/hitten) hnvo over 
the yenrs rsa:ierru.ly voted ii;a1nat legialnt1on '"hich woUld 
ruwc holpod tho pool" ll?ld blnclr rm.Jon ty in the Del tn. 

Ea.atland,.,_8tonn1 o and li'h1 tten, h0\10·.ror, o.ro not ihlone, 
for- moat of tho nation hns consistently, r.lmoat pointooly, 
deaertod the far•.:i workers •• The bo.sic 1051 slation /\ffecting 
worker-!;!Clployor trelntions in tile Unl.tcd Sto.tos haa eo.l::ioa-t 
oiways loft out the fnrn hn.nd, Ho 1s not covered by ::l1n1mur.i 
wB.50 1:-.ws or the Taft-Hartley .t.ct, which offers some protection 
workors tryinB to DD5tm1zo the□aelvos. 

Elren whon a. r.tnjor1 ty 1n Con3t'eaa finl.1J.ly votod this 
yonr to stop tho bro.cero progl"nn Which suppl.1ed choa.p lo.bor 
to Weatorn -plo.ntors, Secrotm.r:;r of Labor Willa.rd \U.r-cz 
bo.ckod dm-111 r.ncl pormi ttod the pror:5rt).o to oont1nuo in o:f'i"ect. 
Plo.ntors in the M1ss1aa1pp1 Del to., of oourso, rui.vo thoir 
chec.p 1.nbor close at hlmd, while the Gl'oo.t Society r<m121ns 
in tho diatal"\ce. 

For deco.des fodera1 fo.ra policies, tlulnks to tho 
d1sprioportion.o.te 1nfl.uonco of tho veteran Consressional 
scions of tho Southern one-pnrty syoteo, have dtro.1nod 
bUllona of doll.a.re of tho n!'.tion~ ~eaourcos 1n eff~ct to 
protect 10.r5e pl:mtera from eh~$e whlch mir:5ht threnten 
thoir rul.1nG position, 

:.a □c.chineo, fortil.izora mid insect poisona M-V-e 
mnde 1t poasiblo for r,lo.ntors, eapooio.11~• tno 10.r.3est anea, 
to raise nore cotton thnn pooplo ocn nfford to buy, tne 
fodero.l 3ovo'rrment hns bought up the 11 surplus" at a h13l1er 
price tbc.n trno f".l:!ous 11freo-tntcvpr1so systom"---wouJ!d have 
51 vcn tr O!:l. 

Prosontly tho federal :;ovOI"ll.Dent buys cotton for 
about thirty cents a pound froo prooucera, cello sono to 
narchonte, toxtile DOllUfooturor.a and exporters fot' .\bout 
twenty-four conts o. poun.d (the world co.rket pr1ee), and 
:po.yo priv,.te O;Joro.toi:,s to store the rest. 

AlthoU{;h thoro .nro confl1otinG clo.1ws a.bout tho cost 
of produol.ng a. .~ound of cotton, studios referred to or 
Rep. Weltnor on tho House floor 1n 1963 ooncludo tho.t coats 
rar1.30 from 16 to 24 cents a pound, With the lar:;or Md ao:ro 
oechll?lized plantations producing oore oheo.ply trnm ar.ia.llor 
onos. 
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Wel tner c.l so pointed out t~t the present cotton subsidy 
greatly favors the largest producers with ooro than 1000 
acres in cotton, such as M1ss1ss1ppi Senator Janes Eastllll'ld, 
Tbe 322 fo.roers 1n h1s class received 1n 1961 on o.verose 
o:t 0100 ,ooo 1n subsidy, l'fhile tho anti.ll fo.roers w1 th 10 
ncros or less (sooe 70% of o.11 cotcon fnroers) received 
on the QV8rfl60 063 1n that year, Senator F.astl!llld I s 
pl.n,nto.tion, which liko others 1n tho Delta. po.ya 13,00 a 
do.y for cotton pickers rmd choppere,receivecl crop loans 
of ::140,299,65 in 1961 ll.nd 0393,514,79 in 1962. Fi!)Ures 
for 1963 and 1964 were unnvo.llnble, Tho Andrews 73rothors 
plcntction 1n '1'1o.abill.6ton CountK• wnere the px,escmt strll::e 
begllll., received crop loons of ~102 1152,90 in 1962, of 
which they pnid back ,;\54,~68,62, and ,\25,369,44 in 1963, 
of \tb1oh none 110.s po.id ba.ck, t'h1a oeana thnt they did not 
redeco ony of' the cotton which they put up as collatero.J. 
for the lollll of that yoo:r, o.nd the sovernnant was stuck 
w1£b the oot~on. Other pla.ntations,aaooe of whose workers 
havo ,:;one on stril.t~, are Dan SG11f.;a.n, who reoe1.ved c:r;-op 
loans of 1:349,631.44 1n 1960 and •Jll6,887 .63 1n 1961; and 
the Jln/:;lish-owned 1lelta PL"lO /l: Land Oo., which rocivod 
loons of ◊l,2 olllion 1n 1960 nnd (';900,000 in 1961. 

The loe;isltttion l'osponsible :for these enornous pr.yoenta 
has yet to bo renewed for nGxt year, due to bitt<.ir diso.r:;ree­
nant o.:iong cotton growers, handlora, qoronants, toxtilo 
oo.nufacturere, shippers and the Johnson ;,da1ntetrat1on. 
Spokesnen for the ~~ large (5l'Owers, who seao to doninate 
ovor the oore nuoeroua sn;;lll r:;rowers, e,re against proposed 
lo-:-islation ( sponsored by Geor31o. 1 e Senator Talwde;o) 
whi-oh WOtlld encourage lare50 :/.'arners to reduce the nu::ibor 
of a.ores they plant to cotton, while still ~aJdn6 corroe­
pondin{;ly a!:lo.llor pZ!ico support payoents, But oanufaotui:-ers, 
oxportore and norohanta Wll.nt prices low enough to compete 
with foroicsn cotton, 

The ✓.dain:ta:brntion aeons to W£1llt to aatiai'y everybody 
(exeept the workers, it eeeos), while 11o1t1n(; the cost 
of whole prOlJrOD, In 1961 tho ootto;n subsidy proe;rn.o alonEJ 
cost ,)608 oUlion, and critics 1mvo conp;hldnod of ;ria:l.ng 
axpe_..1.see ein.ce, But. --plon tar Jo.aoa Eu.et1und he..s bl~ t.eX'lY 
pppoaod controls on ncroo.ge, o.ocusing supporters bftotho 
px,ogrw of "trying to odte the fnrner the wh1pp1Jl3 boy 
foi:- tho present cotton pro_srrn:t~ 

Whilo hundreds of fc.:ro ln.borors 3ivo up their L"lcQoe 
for cm indefinito tiao to win a ooaest ~cc;me, stornse 
bins ft•oo l,ouiainnn to Nort,h Do.kgto. bulge with i:'J.oo st 
Fivo billion dollars worth of 11surplua 11 cotton, r.1ce, wheat, 
nnd corn and other col'.ll'.lod.itioa, wh1oh drow a gill.ion doll.:i.ro 
a. day 1n ator<'.60 and h..l'\lldling foes, 

IJJ; ooopariaon with th~iX' subsidies of fnorera, tho 
;rRESIDEnt roid nenboro of Oor,3reaa hnvo done very little 
to ho1.p :tu victios of the plantations. Tho food-stc-.np 
plc.n, for OX..'\ople, nllows I_)oor rosidanta of ooun.t.1oa whlch 
hzl.vo nppro•red tho pro3r:;lIJ ( as of Oo tobo1• 1964 nono k 
Miss1 ssippi he.d d,ono ao) to J;iuy ata..:ipa, .-. t tho "rato of 
swenty cents on tho dolla.r, to bo rcdo0t1od £or food at 
n locru. grocery store, 11hioh than rooeive<l tho full dol;J.!'.r 
froo the federal governoent, 

.~a fox, tho pl:'013l'o.oe oporn t1.ni3 1n Mi ss1saiJ,lp1, civil 
rights 11orltore lllJ.vo bem;'d .:iony oor:plninte froo roeidemta 
th.,t, for ox~,plo, ~lderly people who rcgiator to vote 
find their social aocu1•ity chocks cut off, 

Thero 1.a a cho.nde thr.t if Mi~ippi F:t'eodoo Labor 
union oeobex,a incroaao tb,eir nunbere p.nd i3anorc.to onou5h 
nt'.tionw'.l.do supnort, Con3roas nay bo able to holp the.t:1. 
The lo.bo:r novenont hn0 ::i~od to eo.tho:i:- aupport for 
o.nend:eenta to the Tn.ft-Hartl,ey :.ot.nnd th.o Fair L.mOR 
Stnndarda .~ct, including proposru.s to extend covernge to 
fam lcborors, Public preaauro on the Senate hoo.~inaa 
in late June on those o.oondmmts coulq. curb Senator Eastland 
and his fr1endi:, the plo.ntera. of tho 1Iisaiaaipp1 Del to. • 
• :.nd t.he Freodoo Deooorntio Pnrty- 1 a chal.lom;1;1 of the five 
Uiss1 esippi Ccnr.;ressnon it successful in July ooUld loosen, 
the ;recctionc.ry logJa.o which blooka holp for the d1sposseased 
f~ l~borer of :..~ericn, the Grant &Jciety, 




