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STUDEr!f HOTI<VIOLENT Ca:'RDH!ATH:G C(:.\!JI.UTTEE 
!I:"E':'!S SdNICE 
36o Nelson Street, S. W. 
Atl<1nt::1, Georgia 30313 
(!104) 688- 0331 

REPCRT ON P.U~B.!\Hf'-: .ELECTIOI.:S 

- . • ' . I . 

Primary elections Here held in several sta.tes on Nay 3, but lilost 

political j:>bse~ers l-iatet:ed Alabc>ma•s race for tm indi cation of the effect ·. · .· 

of the ranks of neH ll!eg:i."O voters on the elc·f.tt.tc.p" Nost observers ag1·ee 

that the l\'egro vote he?.d no significar.ce on a state level. The most impor-

tant races, frcm the point of viet-J of Al~.::ama N~gl:oes occured on li local 

county level. 

In county after county across the soil-rich Alabama Black Bzlt 

where 9ivil rights struggles tool\ the fOl"r.r of demonstrators in the streets 

in previous years, Negroes poured into the voting places, thousands for 

the first time. 

Farmers, sharecroppers and professionals, house~ives ~~d domestics 

piled into pick-up trccks, rcde taxicabs and l-i.allted. At Hayneville in 

·to~..rmes County, a blirrl tvnite .man Has led to the courthouse voting place 

by tHo Negro 'tvO!ilen. Federal poll Hatchers numbering about 300 ~tood by 

in seven counti es to report ~'1y evidence of interfere~~~ uith Ne}lroes 
-· ~ . 

seeking to vote. Assistant U. s. Attorr:ey Gener.~~l Jchn Doat' t ool\ p2k"scna1 

co;nm::-.nd of the vote Hatch, Horkir:g out · of the :f.ede1.~al building in Selna • 

. . Voters clogged polling pl2.ces in Jefferson County ( Birmi r.ghc.rn), 't·:he~e 

Neg1'o r egis·i:,ration -hns mo:-e than dot!bled i n the past year. Hore than :300 

persons uere in li ne t:.t Bessemer City Halll·Jhen the rolls opened. Lir:es 

2t bloc1~s long u ere seen ~t tro pt"edom.inant.ly !':egro voting p l 2.ees i n Da1.lc.~ 

County. Turnouts at ·other polling places r anged from cllout normal to 11 pached11 • 

Bc>c~use Ah·btma is the fi::-st state to fe~l the i rnpact of mass ~!egro 

r cgistrat.icr'>· "tii;d f;r th~ ne1,1 Voti r.g Right~ .Act, Souther n segr egati oni st..s a..'icJ . . . 
civil rights l eadej:·s t·;er e 1-;::ttc;11ng the elect i r·£'l fo~" c lues to uhat r-12.y li e 

~he r.d fo r Louis~ o.na)· I'·! ississir:-pi .<ind ot her Deep SouLh stat es . 
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per cent of the total nwnbct of e1i gible Negroes, compared to 23.5 per cent 

of those eligible i r.st yearG But the numbel' of uhites r eg istered to vote 
•·. 

has risen by rnore than ~_ioo~ooo i~ less ·than aye~, from 1;064,645 on the 

voter rolls last Augus t to 1, 175, 122 nou on the rolls. Today 86.9 per cent 

of the eligihl~ rmites ~e registered, compared to 78.7 per c ent last August~ 

Despite the greatly-expanded ·Negro vote, no Negro ui 11 be in t he State 

Senate. The only Negro ·seeking a seat in the ·upper hciuse-Lonni e BrO!vn-... 

finished third in a three man race in Hanroe, Conecuy, tVilcox and Clarke 

counties. Of 12 Negroes running for the l egis lature, only six gained run .. 

. off spots in close reces 1-Jhere the Hhite vote 1.fas split. The l·lhi te vote 

won't be split in the rltn-off, to be si..lre. 
' ~ . ... . 

. . 
· The overHhelmir.g support given !11'So Hallace may prove embarrassing 

to Negroes loyal to the regular Democratic Party. 100,000 voters in 

Alabama hanged at·ray on voting machines all day Tuesdey content only to vote 

in the governorts race in Hhat 11The Biri.1ingham Net·rs" calls, 11 a massive protest 

that Alc:bama voters registered ••• " that could, 11 ••• be costly in the lor.g run." 

The paper says, "The nation was to lmou thereby that Alabama stood firm--as 

ever--for causes t·;h ich apparently ~.re gone H·ith the 1-.rincl ar.d for 'rights ' 

that seemingly are irretrievcbly lost. 

"The approximate 400,000 t-;ho thus c ast 2. protest against past Hrongs 

neveJ.' thcless, could b e dsldng gl~eat Hrongs fo r Alab~'ila _in t he fut1...11.'e years, 

By oven1helmin;jly nominating !-1rso Hallc..ce Tuesdqy, they could be cntretcf'lir.g 

a Ha1.1ace dynasty l-Jh ich probcfuly could f a:s." exceed mrythi ng that Arkansas 

Goverr.ol' Faubus cs t nbli shed aft er 195r;o o. 

"If Hall ace could successfully mastermir.d the r ecord shatt el'i.r.g 

nomination of his uife tcd.ey uith present state governnent 1' 8sources at his 

finger-·tips, 'TrJh at could h e do in the future 1-rith a co.r.sider abl e e.h"}Jat1d ing 

poli t.ical SJ:here?11 

Nrs. Hall2ce, th e 39-.yeor~~old Hife of t he i nc :::;c-nt r 2.cist governor, 

run.11ing in hi s G{·.e r...d b ccausB h e could n~~ run t o s t .e2d h i rise lf, piled 

up an e 8rly l eG.cl or.u re:r~ :> L e<:.~1.:U ly .f1.·o :n t h e-re on. She cor:r.1and ed 5!..; perc ent. 

of the vote in the e 2tr'ly tnorning ho~.::· ;:, e1r.c1 s lipped ·olishU.y ta 52 p~rcent 

in la.t e1~ r et UJ..'ilS., l1rs~ :·Jol l <:.ce suept t he th reat of n :.nc rnal e or·?Onent s ... -

in vl !'t.u~J ly ~::very cou:~.-ty . C..'he l ed i n the h or:;.?. CO\.tn'l:. i cs of h~;;t· rli nc op1,orv~ui·.s . 

(r.10!'C) 
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lh's. t,fallace lost only three counti es ... Greene, Hale ar.d Hncor: .... - . 

'Hhich arc p-.cedocninattly Negro ... -ar.d of course, was not nominat ed by the . . 

Lo~.rrrles County Freedom Organization (Biack Panther Pru·ty), the rnost 

· important political movement in LOimde·s. 
• • 0 • • •• 

. . . . . · 

.-
Hall<.ee !··::td his uife's. try for the.Demo.cratic nomination uas 

successful becaus e ''t,Je hav~ voic~d the p·e~ple 's feeli P-gs. " He said, 11The 

Cemocratic primary i _n Alabanla is a vote of all "the people and. I COI!Sid er 

that the same people t·JhO voted ln the primary' Hill be VOting for · US in the 
! . . . . 

general election. " . Hall e.cie did mos t of the speaking during the campaign 

tour that criss-crossed the state and promised to "continue the . present 

·. administration~" He lashed: o·~t· at the nati"onal . administration, fue national 

and state press ~d pronised ·nothi ng more "than to give enother four years 

of the current ~dmi nistration in office. 

A~ one Lmmdes Co~·nty f arme:;: said, 11 He must use the vote tp get out 

of the cotton fi e lds , and· t-re cantt do that by voting for the boss man.'~ . 

Neg~o c and id at es have gained ·run- off spo~s in 12 contests _f~r county 

offices. There Hi 11 b e five ruEcoOff races for county she~iff-... ·retums 

imicated run-offs for sheriff in Hale, Perry~ Hacorr a..-ld . Bullock qounti es ~ 

The secorrl pri macy lvi 11 be f.Ia,y 31. 

fred Gray, a 35-year-old l~egro attorney ft~cm Tusl~eg~e; h 2s uon a 
. . . 

run- off for a seat in the Alab::u11a House of Represent~tives. Hi s district- -

the 31st H 0 use of Representat ive Di strict .... . inclt:des Barbour Couni·y, th~ 
. . 

home of Gover nor Hallace and Hac on ar.d Bullock Cotm-t i es , bot h heavily 
.. 

populated by 'Neg:roes·. Gray said if he goes to the Lcgi·slature, . he uou1.9 
. . . 

uor.khaxd to r;:.a.ke sure his district gets its f ull- sh are o:( _t ?.xes . " He need 

educational f aci lities, 11 .he ·s a.idc 11Ar.cl I hope to br i ng · more ir.dus t ry i nto 

A Sl{CC spokesman sai d, 11 I t mus t · he r emebered t hz.t ~e vot i ng bi 11, 

v:hi ch acce l erat ed the 1.'8.te of Jl!egro vot er reg~s t!.·ation, C2!1:e C!bout b~ccn:se 

of 111ili tnnts mat·cb i r:g i n t he· str eet s and court sui tso The t·,"h i t e House g2.ve 

us noth i r.g ~ T.r!e h :::.d t o organi ze ar.d t a:"i•2 our rights ." 

per~onnel lu i! urged a boycott of t he e l ecti on. Rcvo An:ir.c.r Your:ne o:f SCLC 

sr~:cc t.r i cd to do u<'S g8t smo.ll [Jl'Ottps of p~opJ.c i n s~veral c cunti cs t o 

norr:i nat.r· I n.sslJ:lc they ucrc st:..::ce :~3ful in do i r.g 
,, I 

th i s bcr -: c j n Gomc counti es only 10 t o 20 pci.'Sons Here:· l' r:(fUil"cd to ncr,, j n:.;tc 

• 1 
i 
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LOHDES COtiTJfY REPCRT . 

A revoluti~nru:y change has occurred in Lotvndes County, AlMama 
. . ·, · . .. . ..... 

wh~re only a yea!' ago Sheriff· "Brother L~ve" J2.ckson dec lared to the 

fetv registered Negro voters, 11 I{ you black niggers and lvh ite niggers 

start some mess, r•u get my shot-gun and ldll all you people~" For may 3r<:l, 

Lmmdes County l·ras the scene of the most controvers ial political race in 

Alabama. At the First Baptist Olurch on the outskirts of Hayneville, 900 

~Jegroes met. to nominate 7 freedom candidates l-Jho vrill t'un against Lol-rr.des 

Democratic candidates in the 1lovernbel"' general election. 
. . 

The Lm-rndes County Freedom Organizati on did not split the vote but 

instead soli~ly united the vote behind freedom candidates. Close to a 
. . 

thousand Negroes participated in the Freedom Oarty Nomi nati_r>.g Convention 

an:1 only ·a few hurxlr w uent to the poles to vote in the Democratic Primary. 

A ll.ot-tn1es County Freedom Pru.·ty spokesman said, 11 To join L-Ji th the r ac ists 

in the Democratic Party lvOuld ·t-re~ken ::uld split the Negro vote i nto frus-

trated factions and give the r2eist.s a ne-vr cloa.lt of r espectability to hlde 

·behind." 

Heyne:ville Sheriff Ryals had forbidden the Freedom Organization to 

use a va.oant space near the courthouse forthe convention seying it HOuld 

c ause "too much confus ion11 • Justice Depcr.rtment Representative Charles 

lJessem said if the meeting Here held at the courthouse it tvoulcl be a 

"turl'ley shoot.,11 Cor>.cerned that they comply uithAlabz.ma 1~11 (ti t le 17, 

Secti on 414), 'Hhich says poli tical conventions must be held in the vici nity 

of the courthouse, the Freedom Organization m2.de plans to hold the meeting . 

~caders of the freedom p<.rty told the' u. Se J u~\-1\.:G Dcptt.rb:nGn{, t.!w.t:. nu:~y 

~·rould protect their ovm political convent ion in-Hayneville, Hay 3rd if help 

l-Ias not, forthcoming from ci ther the l ocal or federal governnents . 

Attorney General Richmor.d FJ.ot-rer r. that the r.!zetir.g u ould b e J. eg :-11, th::t 

the fre~dota Org cmi z 8tion decided to hold it 2.t the First Bo.pt. i st ch111."ch , 

a half mile from the eotrrthoese, 

Thus lJh ite offic i nJ.s quicly ~rd j u:>tly i dE:rp:;:-et~ d th e 1:.::-r t·)~l cn the 

But in tlli::; bl :::.r. lc }~c lt cv1~;nuni ty \ihcre n 1!-~gro m:?j ori t y h :l3 for the r; ast 

(mor'e) 

. ... 



. , 

. . · ·. !.:. : ·', # 
r •. .•. 
.•. . -

-5-
. . . . . .. ~ . . . ... . 

year acted decisively .and t.rith. unity there has been less violence than in 

other Alabama counties like Jeffers on and fiacon counties t..rhere Regroes 

play coalition politics • .. 
. . 

r1r. Hilli am Co"sby, Freedom l"'overoent representative and Lot.rndes 
. . . . 

businessman has . said of the changes Lo1vr.des County has undergone, 11 It 
.. 

hasn't been good all the time. I met my pastor in the street l ast year · · .. 

arrl .he tole me I "ras going to die, 11 Speaking at a Jflarch 27 celebration 

of t..~e l..OHndes County Freedom Org2nlzationst 1st anniversary, 11r. Cosby 

. . ' I . 

said, 11 Lm-rr.des 1\o:~groes h ave found l<mere they stand. He have no contacts 
. . 

with the political structure-not even the board of education." 

. control of the political machinery in the county,; to .take it from the ·hwc!s 
. . - ~ 

of a minority of Hh ite l andowners and place it in the h ands of a ·majority · 
. . . " . 

of black landless. But there is s erious · questi 6t~ ab~ut the · efficacy. ·of ' . · 

the vote . for the l~dless, .the poo~~ those av~:r~g~ . i ·ncome Negr~es lvho •.· 

earn about $1,000 a year, In Lotmdes County, the chair~an· of the .count y 

~e~cor~tic Com~i tte~; Rober£ Dl~k~~n, ·is. a d~iend~~t in a f~deral court 

suit charging that he has evicted ·'JI;egro tenant f armeis from .his ·l and because 

they registered to vote. This s2111e r.!an~ uho controls the Democ.r ati c Party 
. . . . . 

in Lournes r ai sed the qualifying f ees for car.d i ciates in the primary from 

count.er such ::.1 1~~::J.· pouer as persons like N:r., Dickson repr.esent . LoHr.des 

county is, in a p:•ol'our.d sense;· a t est of .Ameri can DemocJ."acy-- Lo1-mdes asks 

the question, is Amcr_:ica also a demoCl'Z.CY for the poor?.: 

nr. Cosby said that al'l i mport<.nt chaf.ge i n th e Lourrles ·eouuty o.tmO:;J..hi;L'l:: 

is that 11 \·Jhites aTe r el easi r:g i nformation_ ~.,e couldn tt get before about 

f>Olitics and f arming. The mover.;ent has opened the eyes of many Neg1·ocs and 

· 1-rhites . t·Te're not 1-rilli r.g to accept tokens ar.ymore. 11 

:The Freedom Pc::·t y: s Comenti on, the first such . conventlon sir:c e recor.~-

struction, uc..s he l d at 3:00 i-Iey 3 in a li ttlc church on the outs ld::cs of 

Heyne:vi lleQ The Hooden pe:·:s, sticl~f tJith the hot ueather, h ad n~ver hel d . . 

a more seriou~ .collgl.'~<:ga.tion c>.3 seven persons 1-1ere ncwinatcd in secret 

balloting of J .he thouscuv~ pre::;cnt .. Thos~ sbcu·.~c:rop~l's , l ~bote1·s , ech:cators, . . . . . 

h ouseHives ar:d bus i nessnen present h :.>d org<:!nizcd i!Yl:.o one of the most contro~ . . .. . . . .. . . 

of couctl.:. les~ r..::u:::m2n Here gr- i r.o i t 'a <:.rr:y. 

( rnor.c ) · 
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There 1-1as a Sunday afternco~ quiet as the results of' the balloting 

were read. Nominated t-rere: Hr. Sidney Log an (42, Hr. Logan operates a 

truck farm on his otv-n 80 acres.) i'cr:·ehcrif£ Hith a vote of 492. His 

opponent, i!il'. Jesse Favors received 381 votes. :Hr. Henry Ross ran un­

opposed for coroner,.-receivir.g 715 votes. r·1iss Alice Hoore, 40, vron the· 

r~e for tax assessor l·Tith 852 votes. Hiss r·10 ore Has born in Hicks Hill.) 

Mr. Frank 1Hles Jr., 35, {born in Lct-rr.des county, he t·rorks for a furniture 

comp2Ily dealer) uas nominated for the office of tzx collector tvith 489 

votes. Mrs. Josef.hine vJagner, ·his opponent polled 362 votes . r:Ir. Rober~ 
• 

Logan, 48, 1.-rill run for board of edccation position #3. He lvorks for 

S~ars a...'1Cl Roebuck). ~.+ s. Bernice 1\elly, his owonent received 330 votes. 

For board of edt..~ati on position t?L, lilr. John Henson; .35, (bor!l in Hontgomery, 
. . 

he!s a bricklayer "'vho's lived in Lm.rr.des County for 8 years) received 511 

votes to his OpPOnents •, Hrs. Virginia Hhite, 327. Inboard of education 

position #5, Hrs. vli llie l1ae Stricklar.d r eceived 604 votes ( 38 years old, 

1-'Irs. Strickla.OO "'·ras born in vJhi tehall a11d is a houset·rife) to her opponents r, 

?-irs. Fannie Bell sCottts 241" · 

Nr. John Hulett, LCFO chairman, lead thz meeting. Votes 1-rere deposited _ 

in cardboard boxes on tables in f r ont of t he church cmd . BS the votes t-rere 

counted, the r est:lts uere annour.ced tc the pzople. lleverand t'li 111 e Ricks 

gave an extemporaneous speech on the chUTCh steps about "'vhy you ca1tt be 

biack ar.d be a democrat. 1he meeting pe2.cefully z.djourned. 

HILCCOC COUEfY HEFCRT 

Three persons ~·1e1·e norni nat ed by the Hilc ox County Freed om Org ani z~ti on. 

1·tal)' Lee Allen Has nomi nated for t~x collector, J ames Austi n for Road Com:ai S·· 

sioner and Alex Petta!·;cy for tr,x asses~or. · 

!he s~:cc staff arrived at. the schoo l house in Eoylti-n l:here r-egular 

balloting vr-.s t s1dr.g pl2ce about 9:15. People c ame over to the car to 

ask · qu'3stions-- i f t h ey h <>:d ::: igned t .. e J::Ctiticr. f.).:' ir.:1{:'j::ed ~nts , cou~.cl i:hey 

vote in the freedor1 prir.~~y. If· they held ·i:heil~ v ote, could they yote in 

Kov e:nbBr? After m:s:·Jcd r:g qu.zs tio lls , the f:~eedo:i p~:r. t.y mcrnbC>:rs p1.·oc eedcd b 

go i nt o the schoo l hot;s~ ~u:d i'ir.d out i f they could hold {·he m~et ing of tiH~ 

Hilcox County Fre;;>dc1r1 O.i.·gr.~...rliz<J.tion i n nn empty l.' Oo :·1 \·:~·dch u :::ts not being t::> ed , 

b~ thl ;:<ty f ee t m::.y i ':o:'\ t he 1' -:=:!J ular balloti l~:J , l~h.ich Hould h ::.,v c been the 
(r.\O l~C) 
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case, He shm.red credentials a11d they sho:·red him a copy of the Alcbama 

Code lvhich mc:1h:es . no such stipulation. After going over the code uith 
. 

him, he then told them that the room. u as nol·T -goir:g to be used for people 

to mark their ballots ·in. They decided to hold. their meeting right outside 

the door of th~ schoolhouse. 

•. 
GREENE COilli.TfY REPCRT 

~lilliam Lee, Greene County ' s gun-less sheriff for years, has overcome 

an almost three-to-one Negro maj ority to wi n the Democratic nomination for 
, • ' . 

another term in office, Lee tv-as opposed by Thomas Gilmol~e, a 25- year-old 

Negro 1-rorlter for the Southern Christian Leadership Con:ference. It l-Tas 

Gilmore l·rho often met Lee face to .face d·uring ·de~ons'trations in the Black 
~ . 

Belt county. Sime all the l!egro ·candidntes in Greene lost, the Negroes 

may be expected to support the freedom party c andidates. in the Jl!ovember 

elections. 
' .. to ' . 

A meetinJ nomin~.te freedom c andidates U8S held in the courthouse 

on Hay 3, 1966. The meetir.g Has opened by Hr. m ley Bell, acting president 
' 

of the Greene Cot.rnty Freedom Organization. };hen entering t.he room the pro-

bate j udge t s s ecretary remarked 11The Panthers are here~ 11 Per cy I{cShan H a s 

r.ominated for the office of troc assessor, fJ!r.s. Alberta Brar.che vas nominat ed 

for the office of t ax collec to1'. Rev·. Thomas Gillmore u as nomi t:at eci ~or 

the office of sheriff. Hr . Pete Kirksey 1.ras norni nated fo r the off ice of 

board of edt:cation. The cert i f icates Here signed by Nr. tii l ey Bell ar.d 

1Uss Hynette Bzll, r ecor ding s ec r ata!"y. 

DAllAS C07JI\lfY REPffiT 

The Dallas count y r ace betue en Hilson B2.1r~r and Sh eriff J ames Clerk · 

may be decided in cour t . The ballot c ounting tfas stopped t-:hen C larl~ 

cha:ll .. e .. r.fJed s ix box~:: l·:hich he c l<;;..i me-:1 h e -h r.:j found "-U."lat t encle<h -!h e-box-es 

1-1er e loc!-ted in an of fice of t~e procate j udge t·;h ile att or ney8 l.'epr esent ir.g 

the t t.;o c andi dates d i sc ussed ti1e i ssue. t·.h oever tvi ns t h <! demoor :-.t i c 

pr i !'i1&..J' Hi 1l f tc e S<:.:11s on Cr c::1 , bh ye 21" old cho ic e o:r i:.h e Ir:deperx1cnt F:L'ee 

Vot er s .1\!s~odn:r.ion nf S --: 1 1'1:-J • .1\ ] :ih:::r.! a. Cr um, t.;ho cowrnutes da i ly to Di rming-

h am t o hi s pos t offic e j ob $ c~ys " I h ~1d l Oi k.:J h ope<..1 f.or t h e <lr,y Hh en Al ab :;:.:':a 

t.roulcl d :cop it- r <·'Ci 8l 11 ;:-t·r i c:-s !:: O lh:tt <..ny p er son q un.lificd t o run tiOI.!ld 

b r:; r>b le t o do so. 11 

( mor (~) 
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Tt1e officials at the courthouse refused to let·the Dallas County Freedom 
' . 

-
Organization hold th~ir meet_ing ~ere _so it lvas held in the ~~CC off~ce. 

,, . 

Donald Jelink, r:::uyer., ~ai~ that accordir.g to Alabama Lrn.r, people 

who voted i~ t~e N~ 3r~ democratic priRru.y could have _also vo~_ed_ in the 

Freedom primaries. They can vote in the November 8th, general election. 

Sheriff S2mson Crum 

Tax Assessor Addie Lily 

Tax Collector Mr. Horace D. Griffin 

Selma District 11rs. Agatha Harville 

t-Jest Dallas Distdct Mr._ Roosevelt KcElroy 

Yll'. Hilmer Halker Southside District 

Fort District 

County School Board 

Coroner 

, . . 

, 1-1!'. A. D. Busr.. 

Hr. George Sallie 
Mrs. I-!ona ~l. Day 

Nr. Nathan Pqyne 
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