
SOHET Ul\l ION REPCRT 
,' 

Sponsored by the Komsomol (Young Communist Party) · · ) 
r:ry companions on the_ trip t.rer e Muriel Tillinghast, Dwight Williams and 
Vernon Cr utchfield . · · · · · 

During our s 'to]) over 'in Warsaw;· Vernon and . I1Tight met:: the ambassador . 7! 

f r om IV!ati to Red Chh?-a~ "They -talk'ed, but _ only haltingly for the ambas~ 
s ador-i:lid not speak ·muchEn.'glish"'. ' ·' ' , . . · . -·· · · · - ·· ' . : · 

,.- • w ~ I ' 

f . •• • ~ .• ~ 

On arriv·ing ·in Moscow,, a- m~"with·a ~movie · or'I\.'tt .· carn.era ··kept rmninf)! 
in front of us and ·taking ·pic·tures.· This. iS: th:e: ':only .iric ident we tract·; , 
as far as someone ··seeming to' check uS o'ut.· Irt ·the airj)ort, a brother ··· 
from Mali came over to us and shook our hands. He said, Brother or 
sister as h~ shook each of aur hands. It really was a good feeling . I 
w;)uld feet that tne trip ·was worth 1i:t, e'V'en if we had not gone any 
i'urther;. t To 'feel the c·losen:ess of th'at handshake : was worth the dis'taf1.:; e 
I had come. ' •·. . . ··· · ,-, :· t · ..... · .. -: . . .-, · .. · 

~·. . .. . . 
As we w~re driven into Moscow, we noticed block after block of :apai'tme-:;.t 
buildings. These ~ere built during the past five to ten years and aL~e 
still going up. ·I wa:r told that upW-ards "6£ ·1000 new apartments are made 
available each day throughout the Soviet Union. 

We were driven from the airport in a government car with a chauffer. In 
each city we visited, all our transportation was in government owned 
vehicles . Many times we felt quite uncomfortable riding ' around in lim"Ju­
sines and the drivers taking advantage of: other dr!Ve~s ··and pedestrians 
alike., Most of them had a. sort of immunity frooif'tt.ckets' since they we:ce 
government cars. ·· ·' · .. ·· • ··-- · ··· 

While in Moscow, we stayed in a youth hotel. 'It was built five years 
ago and is used mainly for foreign visitors. This hotel was built by 
the Young Communist Party youths. It was built of pre-fab materials 
and was kept in good condition. There we learned of our schedule . We 
were to travel to Alma Ata, Baku, Leningrad, Kiev, Riga and then back 
to Moscow. An average of three days would be spent in each place with 
the exception of Moscow. We remained there three days and on our return 
would spend the same number of days . 

In each city we met the top men in the Komsomol. Then we were taken on 
a tour of the city. We visited a couple of universities and kindergartens 
and primary schools in those cities. It was just amazing to see new 
apartment buildings all over each city we visited. Site after site of 
construction work was going on. The government wants to move everyone 
out of private houses and into apartments. Our interpreter said that the 
houses are old and many have no electricity or running water. We never 
had a chance to enter any of these old houses, but we did go into one of 
the apartments. It seems that all of the new constructions is done with 
pre-fab materials. This includes hotels, office buildings, plants, etc . 

We asked the guide if it would be alright to visit one of the apartments. 
He said it was. We walked up to a building where a man was sitting on 
his balcony. The guide asked if we could view his flat. Then·we went 
in. Living there was a couple about 40 or 45 years of age and they had 
one smal~Lchi ld. 
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-~ ·-· ._-. ;- : . '·· ' . 

· .. · . -~-;- 2 · . :_.~:;~f.:u:· ~ · :. , :·· - ~- ~· : :-~; ·,:; .·.-- - ~ · ;;·~-- . . l .. ~: .c:· : .. : .:. -:·:~.:· : -: _.- · ~ ·;.'"'. r , ' :' - ~ .... ' 

'!l:esr , MYe~ct:-A:4 ·:t~ ~~9 ~()P?L ,:!Jat. _ ~ - - The _~p~~ ~:~_h gci~cd_ th;F~ ~ .f?.e.~r,oom.w: ~~;~:tt wc:.s 
.L 1l~e :_any oth~ i~'ircr,~p,~<\ ;tat7 I: - ~~~~~P--_.rr:: ,·;t ,yr;rr:.ere; },P·. th~: .. W-f?1.~ J,,C • The 
flats are dished out· with two rooms for t hn-;;e people. -, This '' is fine, but 
what hapPens w~~n the child g-rows;.-.old.er a~~d it: . is no longer :·suitable fr:;~ 
him :.t~i::-sh~,e the room: with his_ p~ents .~ ·, T!.l ~s building _WcS only two yem~;-j 
old ~,qnd ~,looked . ten. _ The hotels we str,y~-j h . 'L·Ji"!J le in Alma Ata a:1d othet' 
Plo?-9esr;~~re in excellent conditicm .'~om1j~:t:\,:;d tc1 that flat and .~ne of the 
ht;rtQlS _'was .. aboUt 5o· years' old. On the average, the hotel rooms were la:-·n~::-x:-
and more rooini er than the fl 'at we visited.. . . . . . . . . . 

-. ~ . 

IliT?,ny of the pld houses we're very attract-lye. If I wer.e Russian, I'd 
t'ath.er stay in_ the oi~ house, _ hut then) - I.~m- not Russian. _ 

I~ 11 prob8hJ~ never -in.~e a g~o~ diplo~at · i·n' many. ~e~¥?~s .. - ~-~:i~,h;~ ~n ) 
K1ey, our · g_m~e as~ed ,.ff~at tny>lmpressi.Op ~ 'C}.;; 1f~+. tn~ $~~::t .<p,t _ b{.r:~P,":1~0 :~Lr . . 
~e~an hY .telllng h1m tl}at I had seen m:J:ny,~§!~ljft,~:c-hing,~ ~Ba\,,:af$0 ;1~91~-8 .BB-1r· 
-ch1ngs .but would . only sp_e~ on one point and that was-.,pre.!fM,s;,;('/l£J'm -';;_) 
T,rent on to say that I d1shke them. f'hat my :re9,son"for .this .w:a,s l:)?CP,-t~~Rs 
they were tjSu:;illy made of ch~ap ma:ter.i :al3, therefore, they ,fel~·,, ajJart.~:-~; , 
very quicJ;ly. That I real~zed they uJe :c·.~ baing u~~ed, becc:use ' t.ry~:}{.~}]h; ;:·~{'; 
cheap and can. be put yoge ;-,her very crxi. ;,~ Jy ;:;;;d tt!at the .. Sovi~t '':Yf1i9f} ; !:f::- cj 

seems to be doing a top-notch job of t.o ;1s1r,g the people. I u:n:?·n~-.r PR- - ~8 [!1~ 
say that . at least hi$, c;ountry was a~b?r.i:otiag to do . the ~ impossible, .. ·· · -

.) : . .. 'J .. ... ... ~ ·r. 

whereas in ;our c;:oUJ?-tr.y, nothing was b8:'.n.:J. :J0ne in cpmpa:r.i son ::wi ~=,th~::-.., ,.r;· 
needs ot the people• . ,As ·: I contint~er:i rw d1 ~,,:;er-ta.t.ion O\'-- p::-' ·2·-·f8.QS,, ... J,~h~: i·;:;: · 
gul.dets· f- o·r-eh· ead· ·fo .. r .. me-d- .a ._ .... -l.n1-le l- . t,~-:- 1 '-' " ·tc:>t~ -f'or "'e~'-'c:"~-"~ ~-l('t l"' ';; -- - --·r - --- ~c. .. .. · .. : ~ -; , . . . ~ .. . :r,: .. w.•.. n. , -~ •~: .. __ ., .! .. ·_, ....... - ... .1. -~ . . ._! ~;,- , -:- '·:-- .-~"':t .l ~ .. ~ . u .-..fi.. _. .;. ::·:~ r_.; 

later, rea_lized that the::•!Wmmunist do not .. l H~e to l).ea:~ , ::ny i:JJi !(iL- had :) '! ... ,, . 

about their cduntcy. They seem to feel that it iS · l).~xt to·~p~rfect _or ·. · .-:'.~~ 
perfect. " : :,:::1 

--=-- l - ... ~'7. ~r"";. ..... v - :r• -· ~-
As most }?~you ~ow_, r~les is - .Russl~P,- _ m;J1ey. It _seems that.:.·tlw rubl~'::; , : 
does l1ot.,JJ.ave £oo much :.value, Tt.e:r.·e : ~1~-1 . st.0!'es and ;bi::~:r~ in 't-.raliq.h , y0u -=~ ; t:~ct 

~:::~!?.~~~::~:;~;:~~:~-~·~7:·1~;<~~~: ~:'~nl~;d~;;~~~~:i~~:~;~~~~ . '': ~~~ 
is t:r:ul3a- ·That . in (}jJ]ct~- 'co !>! ~.t~~•-n 8.D rG.-!..D~'. f~~:i:eign: c~'v r.·c:vqy -t~E)p,:po:;aP:>le:f.· <T 
they. save the tou:c:: st 'i:he t:ro:.L:Le of going to an ~J{q;_:t::Jnge. -Th'@:r~for?,: · - · 
the _,_tourist wil~ spend more money .since he already has it on him. 0 ry::),';:; 

·,.! ' . . . 

· £"'": ... • • _; ·: , ... _ ; t ~ ::C~ :') .: .. ~~;-;~_:-

The averag-e Russian does not ma1te .much money, but. then .things ~~ -r~Qt .. , '' ·.~ 
as expensive as Lh,cy a=s . inth~ S,t,,['lt8.3. Still, they cannot lr.ralh:-~i n'l(o ;;·· --!-t 

t .- 1 ., .. ; l .,_. , ~ '"" ·-~ . · ;:_ nd .., ~,_ ~- -:..-.t... :~- A .. r, r' .-~,-.~ ·tl"'~\O ;;! t' "'<1'-io.-v· , J· ~ .. Cer a-1n paces(- .~ .U .;,;~ 1.\18;, ,, a __ pU!G,lc,we m8!·" •. :.cll1u J,,~ e, -. .; , .• ,, .e ,- .. _,,,.~ · m_._...._._....., r! , -,, 
-- d--- 't' b . - • -1 1 • --- ~ tl ., . d . ·- • "l' • - _., WQ,uJ: .. no . e ar;c -q.:.Ao:ct,_ : .t -m sure ·-::. s t{\Te!'~:pe hu;:;,s:tan ;o~s nQ.'iF.:;v,a.._.n: ? .. ~ :, r:<:c-1: 

around with French, Dui;-?h or American cur-r£ncy -in his , -poci:..r~tt1 ... "'J:· :- --· t'_;-:c·• 

Today,.: whil~ in Leni ng::r?:d, I met mo~.~e st•Jd e~ts from tl:le Af:r. -i;pan contil}e:nb~ 
1nJe met in m;Y room t:;,n1. '~-.:..J.kzd fo.r 'about : t~J~8e hou~~s reg".r.c: ~ 1;::0 ·.-t:.he Smri~t c: r 
Union and tbe 'uri:tted Stutes. -Th~y emp':l a~ize,c_j , ma.-w o;f. t h.z .tt.1r:os r O.ad ·.:. ·-:; ; ' 
learned previcu.:':ly .from faiking .tqpt{l.~t>Africahs.tuqents. They were · .;: . 
extremely dissat i~;fie_d with the +iv.~~I:l9. conditionS:t· .. there. __ One stateq --·) ­
that b,ef6re .'he - ~eft ~~11'fa."_ fp : come,_ to 'th·3 · Sovi et. ~()11, h,e F::l;~ to).J · -· 
that each .sttl(fent l1,ad a priv;ate room and tl::ir ~c: s -,;:;e .~e ·-v:~:r:y:. cqmf(J:ct .. ,;qle .. 
fort· them. · He stated that other promises -wet•e ma:Jz, bui::;-vJhen he ru:~dved, 
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t o his dismay, there we:.t·e f :::ur s ·t.udent s t o rt :r-c0m and nn adcq:u:::rte s t·uJy 
rooms were available. He went on t.o say _ that many nf his friends -had 
married Russian .~c:>~ea and had a diffi'cult time nndiv.g living accommod i.= 
_tions ~ after doin§ this. · 

L~ .. ~, . ; ' 

They told tne that foreign students are paid 90 rubles:.. .per month • . Studen"'.;: 
fr'ori' the Soviet Union are paid about 40 rubles, but that a stipence is 
taken· ·out for various <things pertaining to the State and by the time the:y 
receive· their rubles, it is in the amount of 25 rub,les. F,orty rubles Js 
hard enough to live on from day to day, but 25 is infinitely worse.. O;:;e 
of them stated that many of the Russi an students live on tea, water and 
bread for weeks : at a time. That if you dontt eat ii:--'s hard to study ar;d 
because of this, many of the Soviet Union students rqake low grades. . when 
this happens, they don't ~en receive their monthly pension. The other 
student said that quite often they loan . the Russian students money. in . 
9:rder for them to eat and make passing grades. He wen~ on to say ·that · 
quite : ' ~ften they go to the opera or ballet. _:. When they' first arrived in 
the country, they· would wear their best clothes, ,p~ _so inany peop~-~ woulci 
awroach th.etn •and ask ·to btlf a nec.kti.e from around -their necks . or the 
jaeK'it they were wearing or other ·apparel that sooii .. they stoppea weari n.q 
their .best ., 11 W'e SOiiletimeS.lOOk rather shabby in QUT dress, but We .. decided 
to .dress· ·ltke the people. In this way we were able £o just go out and 
enjoy OUJ:Se~V~S .. without .people approaching US in ;this manner. 11 

.. 

Th~s·e sa:rAe two predict·•that less students will be- -coming to the So~iet .. 
Union to ~t tend schoo 1• They Stated that c end i ti ons were very . bad • .He : 
went on~ to say that, :11 Last summer about 100 -of us (Africari Students) : 
went . to ,the summer . res crt of Baku and about 49 students . ran . away _ to . 
other~·caun·tries. · Many of · them w~nt· to the United States :or Britan .to '· 
continUe their studies. 11 • · · · 

Th~···ohly : st.Ud~tJ~ hostel that we ·had · the -oppo;-tunity .to 9a into. was in 
Kiev. It ·is: Sri ·extremely: old building · and . very dilapid~ted. .-Tti.ere . were 
four students ·to a: ·room·'on the average. · Th~e room we went into housed · 
three African students~ · There was one table and no shelves for books. 
Those that had shelves built them theirselves • 
. ·, j_ .-.: ' . ' . . . . . ' : . 

There was ··ats-ri ·a: T. Y. ·room and you sat on lo!Ig ·wooden benc~.es without 
backs • .,:· ·'As Ctife ;tJere ·:teaving; we · passed what appem;'ed to be a student 
kitchen. It had a stove and sink. It was filthy. Two Russian students 
wer'e comirig:<out!' of rthfs ~kitchen with a .:large pot of food which .they 
were carcying-'t 'o :.their room • . 1 : asked ·the ... student we wer.e with, Why 
these· young men were ·doing· this, since tl1e state supposedly,,~ p!iid ;each 
student enotigh to live and exist on at regular intervals. He :said,. "The 
food is so terr·ible. hel'e . that many of the stUdents can't eat it. Tll.ere ... 
f~~e, they c~ok their own and eat it in their rooms • 

. \:t ~-a: ;~~e· q~i~~ -- e~~~ -en~\o us that · o~ g~ioes did not-want us to .talk 
to the brothers • . Wh·enever -we came in contl:ict with them, there wou.ld be 
m~Y.-melodramatic ··~:-enes• · Once we . invited an African student, t9 h'ave 
dinner with us- fh 1\'iev• · When we . as}-ted that another dinner. be prdered 
for our guest;<· th~' ~nterpfeter said it was too,.late to. do this·~ .,: ·so we 
tbld him the student could have our dinne;r at1d he changed. his mi.nd and 
·said they would ·do as we asked... He went on to say that it w6.u1d cost 



. us .ab,ot¢ five . l:~les • . This was quite alright with us. .Dwight paid the . _ 
thr,ee . rubl~s .!.or the dinper. · The d:tlmer was .very ' tense and · almost · ;:, ... 
ur.com:f'ortable~ The interpreter and guides were quite against . us having 
a brother for dinner. They would not spenk to us during the dinner and 
could not say too much to each other, since the student spoke perfect 
Russian. After dinner the student asked if we had felt the tenseness 
and of · course, we said· yes. .That evening we went out for. a tvalk and 
were going to vis~ t the hostel where this student lived • . ·We went t.o 
the b:tis station where there is also a cab. stand. · About 10 or more 
cabs w.ere parker there and the drivers wet'e st8I;l.ding around . taHdng to . .. 
each other. The student spoke to .the drivers .in Russian and attempted 
to, secure a cab, bu\;. was told 1;hey .. were all going. in the opposite direc• 
tion • . As in othe:J;' c.ities, .A.fric:::an stu~ents s_ay i;t. ., is J.;lard to get a · · . 
cab .. if. you•re _black, · unless . tney. think you are soQle ?6i't of diplomat. 
One.'. student said that · .it is very bad :for them. in the Soviet Union, . · 
They are. not permitte£:1 toexcbange ,money, , therefore, they would obtain 
a go.:.l;>etween, Russi a..p; who would change their rUbtes into :fore!,gn 
c urreticy. . . . · · · · · ' ,. ' ,r'·: .· 

The one African student whose hostel we visited ~ed a combi~·ation · 
record. player and radj,o. He was .given .a lot of trouble al;>out this set, 
because he was . told by authorities that it was capitalistic to want to 
own su~h a; set. 'He was : _al~o- told he · already hag a radio . in his room. 
This was true • ... All students ho~tels and hqt~ls ·have a radi'o ]?y which 
music and other progr.ams are piped into :r;ooms. · The only qontrol on · this 
radio is the vo.lum.e and .the. on .and off)mohs. · .. . 

One evening while sitting in a hotel lobby , in Leningrad, I m.et some .},; ':.: 
students from Ghana, Kenya and various other places . Also two brothers 
from New<';{ork who were on a cruis ship, .The Amsterdam, out of the New 
York Harbor. Mlile. talking to one of these students., a. ~US$ian .girl 
came over to. speak to him. Th,ey began speaking .in. .Russian and while . 
they !"r~r.e conv~rsing, two young men, look~ng .. like exiles. from the 
American 1.\J~i ·Party, came ne_ar and Just stood _and stared . They .. neve~: 

1 
;; _ 

sa.id anythi-ng, but it wasn't love I saw in their eyes. 

Since w~·~we been in the Sovi~t uni~~,, ~etve ' been spo~n :f';d' .love, 
peac-~~ and ·frien~ship, but J;im ·rot · naive enough to believe everything . 
ifm :fed is .good for me. · Eve~ere we go, people f?~low us and stare. 
Som.e' with friendliness, other.~ out of .. curiosity and ~ome _with hatred. 
At first my feelings were that I was becoming a little paranoic but 
am now convinced this is not so. Friendship and curiosity are not 
hard to r-ead in ano,ther's face and h~tred . is twice ,as easy and much . 
longer remembered •. . our guides do not : like for us t6 go .out alone, but 
each time .we do, new things. are discovered. . . . .. · . 

On another occa.~ion, we invited the previous student back to dlruier . -
arrl thJs .time Muriel ancl I paid the three rubles_ • . A,ftet> dinner, I 

. went to bed and the other four went down to the cafe to relax a,nq . . 
maybe drink a :few beers. About two hours later, Muriel came bUrsting · 
into the room and she seemed very upset . ... She said tl:lp.t .Misha (Irtterpreter) 
had come into the cafe with the guide and sat .· at their tabl_e; that they , 
were- tense and seemed to be checking on them. So.on evecyone felt. quite 
uncomfortable . and the party broke up. Muriel said that the guide had . 

·:· - -



.. ·i·' ~~ ; ~ . . . . 
r.,tlowed t!le:·student tb"t1ie~. d6o~:io£ the h.ot.e r~··· .. ' rt: .w-as .atm·ost rid-iculous.- · 

-. and p~~ibly. imPO~cible ,to d·es~t;'j~~- :'the charig€s ·they:,: the guides, 1rrould 
go through -,~ach time we . ¢arne. n~~--~~ - ~~- :tljf~~thers". _ . . ;·H , · ~:::.·· · ···. :: 

Edooation; · . . .' • · _.: .. . . · ·· · ,. .·r.; 1..::·. __ __. ...... _ .. ' ' ' .. '': .'"t .,., .. . 
. . . · · fer ~- .. 

There ·seem~ to be a vecy .good ·schooi system in the Soviet Union. · -It 
seems to be -uniform· throughout the:tr country. · Most exams . are held at 
the sarlle-. time, ·even though tl:le schools · mey be · tho·usands·. of miles . apart• 
Also; the courses taught are vecy s.inii1ar and the books are the sa11e. · · 
At least · tl)_is -is .-l(Jha:t we were told in each city·wevislte.d ., · Par.ent$ 
are not permdtted t~ ~ep- children out of school and train them at homeo 
In Alm.a· Ata, there ~~}me teacher per ¢vecy nine children;. . ·.If a: child : : _; 
does not wan.t to stu;JY .ot makes too many problems for the •::schoo.l; .it is , 
considered a case of·;em:ergency and they are expelled •. ·Befo~e ! the· chH.d .. 
i s expelle~ though, ~h~ ; teacher must ~~e the' ' al'I't'aval of the Mmis~~r-~' ·. 
of .Ed~ation. We were "told· that education, all j::hC!Ses, is free in. ·t~lt.e.; . · 
Soviet Union arrl that i f an expelled child later 'W'anted to return. -to . . , . . 
school, :•he : was " ab~e . to dca so. , ... ~. · 

. . . ···· · ~ , l <···· ... ;; :~~· ."'· ·~ ·' : r·· . 

Befor e the revolut:it;>tl~ i b~y .2% of the . Koss'a6tant people ~ eotild ~ r~qd and . 
write. their lang~g_e • .. Now it .is 1Pb%. · . T.eachers :··a.t high establishments 
or universities: -receiVe the same pay as teachers ·at: primary. .schoots . 
ThO:se with. Science D.egrees equal to o~ Bachelor Degree _:g·et .larger. 
salaries. The more the teacher workS:, the~ )more he i's. paid ~~ .. :ij,-e or she ... 
also makes more money if they pr~pari blass literature, or. is ~tlle :~: , ~ ;:; .• 
leader .of a;club. :.:J;f: .. ~a ~t.eacher wants to continue his/her education, ·· · · 
he ·may take :ev,eni.w or;:c.~rrespondence "cour'ses.· · ·' , ·. l 't~· . '•' ~ .. . . . 

. . . · .. . : ..... ·· .... _1.tl::.:.i:., .. . . . . ·. .. . . .· ·, . ' .. ·-<'7i ... . ~ . ::· · ··;;~ · 

Maey of _:the chq!ir~n - ~~.tr3'n ' <?r begin to •learn ·languages in-J;he ~arly <t 
grades, such~i as.: ttt~8J,l:fyh grM.~· .TI?-ose who want to ~ study ·. bal~-e:t. ·.or 
art, are able -t-o ~-.Q;. ~o . WIJ..~n tlj..~y are seven or eight years · ~ age and 
all of the ire activities ~e centered around the it' · chosen~ ·pl:'oi'ess i.ons • . 
In most cities, ·a_ neW- area of apartment houses is cralAed '•a 11micr o· ,. · · 
district"• Each district has itfs own kiridergart·en .and· some have . - ~ · 
primary. ·school,s. · r~~h kindergarten h.a$ it's own doctor and nurses ~ - J . 

We w~e to1a they. all had fa9.~ 1i ties 'Whereby children could l.iv~r , . . .. . 
there: throughout .. th~ :w'eek~ :.·.The ones we visited did ha.v.~ · th~se f ,acili ties 
and . they were · imma~yl~¢~~-~ 'I1$w of · the children remain -.~t ··school and : 
spencfthe fuli ·wedt ~ th·~re~ ·Their· patents come by for;,tnem on ·the week- -

end. ·'· ·; . ~. ..~: ·: ··,_:_ ~~/ ~:·~~·: · . . . . . !'!/ .. - ~~ - : , : ~3:; ._ . .. · · --~ · ;.·: ·;_ 

As···the< cltildr~~: e.nt~ ; l~~ primary schools,; they eventually j;o_i·P"' the ·.· .. · 
Pioneer Clubs. These clllldren and their clubs ' ·are ~: li~ a;_ better, versic)il 
of the Boy Scouts . They have their' awn palaces)· ·camps· a.rrl f-uil~time : . , 
teachers.' · . The -p_¥,,ac~ r.~ W,?e<t mo.stly. by them during the hours after · ·· 
school~ .The one . we werit · tQ 'fri 'Kiev wa.S outlandishly ~equi~wed., . The . . .. . . ·:t '1 ,.. ·-. • . .1- • • ~ •• 

children· there s~udied. !~chemistry~ ballet; .:rntrt.ograp:iy,' · cjnem~,; ~tro-
logy; biology, . p~~ti_ng aild. hom.¢ .. econ~m,i'qs~· · · · ' .. 

~ . ,;;~e wa~ -~ ~ef;y' ~j~9rate A?~~-oom · ~o~ · ~~~:s~~-i,~ . chi ldr~n· wi~·:,·~~ll · · . 
to wall c~et.s· and toys frQm. almost1 ~very- · countryl.s:.:Y9,U' ~~ 1t .. aJ:ld .. 
I would be willing to bet tlieyhad it; in that~ huildt~.g:. · :W~ : were ~hown 
a movie that some of the' older boys and girls ~had put :together • . : Yes, 
there was a movie studio also ., By older boys, I mean between the ages 
of 12 ·and 14. 
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Each . $~er the, Pioneer children go to ~amps-., · At these: c·amps they ~e 
instJlled with their national history, taught Communism ·ana 'are ' taught 
to b~ prQ-communist, and to love Lenin. 11\Jherever we went, ther~tw<tre.: 
~~ctures of Lepjn tl1roughout the ·city am statues in every ci'ty;r~d-''>' 
,hamlet. You never ceasec:Lhearing:11 Before :the Revolution and After the 
Revolution." · · · -: ·' · · ' · .... • 

When these children become 14 years of age, they leave the Pione~¢J:.'sJIDd 
join the Komsomol. When they are 28 years of age, they apply for 
membership to the Communist Party • . They have .to have strong recorrimenda-

··· tions from about three top members o£ the Komsoraol. Therr they !:lt'e - .. : · 
thoroughly ,checked out. If qualified, they are permitted to . join- the~; 

.. Gommunist Part and if not, then they don.tt _belong to · any party since ' 
there is only one. · ;:5-

We asked if there were any revolutionaries in the USSR. We we~e -told, 
:· :t'. 

··r 

,~ .... _ -W~ asked if · tfl:ose . p~~sons not belonging to the Communist Party had any 
s_ay in the gover~ent . since they were in the majority. Each . time we 

... w,ere told, "Th<?$-e .-p_ersons are represented fully and have the same · · 
rights as thos.e:1 be~onging to the Party am that everyone throughout 
,the Soviet Union._istreated equal." · 

Example: 

While inAlma Ata, we-were at dinner this one everiing when the· w::iitres·s 
brought a note to the fable. It began, "Dear Friends, We would ·like -
to meet with you by the entrance to the restaurant." Vernori and 
Dwight wen,t: ;to spe$·_,t~r-:YlJ.-.e~gir1s who had written the note an:'! invited 
tl1em in, .. They woul-d :. not -~~:ome in, :-but sai'd they would wait outsid,e: .-2 ,~ 
uptif .w~ ·finished .~atin.g. [x J: went up to my room because I wasn't .:tee!i'r.g 

·:ttJiell an:f the oth.~ti thre·e ·'TAf~t out on the town with the girls. They ·-.,..-; 
; r~howed them - ~Pt!:!-1~- _the city and took them to their homes. r-'Iuriel said 

she had:: a gre~t tlme. · · ' 

The next d~, the same two girls came to the hotel and stqved with us 
until neat.'~Y dil):nertime-.• .. Just befor.e dinner, · Misha and Tyrel, our 
Jfl:~et~~s came into the room. (-Maybe I .'m sti 11 ~anoic, hut that· .. 
was the first and only time they ev~t!Jcame into our room and sat down -:: 
when I was there.) The girls were not members of the young communist 
part arrl they became very nervous. So Muriel went onto the balcony ··:· 
with them, They told her they were afraid and were going to leave. 
Muriel: came. i'nto the bedroom .and said,; t II I> ikeep· forgetting where I 'am." 

• • • •• T 

To, .!JlY knowledge, none ·Of us ever saw them againo 

Factorj.es, PHmts and Mills: :i -,: 

The above named usually have their own kindergartens 
schools. This enables maey workers to attend school 
The kindergartens insure that a mother will continue 
t~~;basis. .. ,·: -c -; - - - -~ ·;<r:·": • in· ; 

._: . .. - _.;·~ -~ ': : ' ... . ·,·'' ( 

; ,. _ 

and technical 
in the evening • .:: 
to work on a ft1ii:. 

.. ' ~ .-: ""; 

--
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~ . . . .. . .. ~ ... . , 
.• -'". :.:.-.![. !:"- ··--·"·~ .··. ; ;1 , '~ .7. c:· : • "..: .. . " t t .-:• '·· - j-' -' ··?-~1, . . 

These Tsclmqls also ·seem, to i-nsur:e t}lat·,,i;,he :In.itri~~~ -: etc • . ~ill ·alw~s. :be --­
adequately' staffed .- Marw of the , chi~dien _wil~ . gr,ow up, 'go ;~Q).p.e~~- :. · . 
schools _ 8rtd w-Ork in these same,.piants whet:l th<?Y become ~lei. enoUgh .. _ A:l.~o, . 
ma.Il'J 5-f.:-tlieSe plants:.liave thei~ Own·- ''migro districts'~ . or h()~_ing _' _areas . : 
and bring their people 'to work by bus ,. The plants aiso; iri some ' ~?~, : 
supply the "micro district" with heat and wa:ter,. ·· '' · ' .· ·· 

Perfection: ·: · -
. ... · : .... 

. : .·. . : .. . ., . . · .· 

The .. Rus~i -~ people latigh and si[!g ctcit~ a):>f~. ·._ .They sirig ; uios~~'iy t~!P.en . . : 
drunk a~.d 'they ·seem to drink all the time. : (I was t'!'l!Jl;p:led .of. San ~r~~ . _·~­
cisco in"- that· respect). A person seeing .this_ would _$ay;, ge~, ):hese .- · ·, 
people a'l"e certainly happy-go-luoey. In rrry limited exper_i~nce; ~.reryone ~­
that sings is not hapPy · and everyone that laughs is not light o£ heart ,." ;.t)', 

----~- .. ' J.: •~, ' ~ , '. ' •, ·~ ' I • ' •' ' ,[ r"; . . '') .• 

I asked one of our interpreters if there is much of a probl.~m with . ~~-- ~.-- . 
alcoholism. He said no~ that it does not cause any problem. With mine'f'" 
own eies; -·:rtvJrs·een' ·men· so ·drunk ·that they would try_ , .to ._.ho~d qp bui1c1i. oo~ , 
for support.- .. SC>me· of them ·get asr bad as the man I 1~aw; who .. r~iili.nded~ ·m~ . . "' 
of a large beetle. ·He was laying on )lis back and J?:(_ecy _ onee in awh~.le ·. · 
he would --get ·up · enough' _energy to ·:reach _for this 'fence,. post. His 'finger­
tips would touch the post am then he WO\tld f_all pack_ once ag9.in, ~to : · · 
gather more energy and make another attempt~ . 1\bw to see someone in this 
condition is definitely not new to me. My point is that here in Russia,. .· ~ 
they seem to be unable or afraid to talk about their own faults or t&- · - ~:: -- -­
beH~Te -~~ey _ have :t· any~ : ltetl, si-noe -_Itm J}O ' author~ty on. R~~.si .:::t . or the l . 
Soviet ;Union, after being tnere for tlu'~e weeks). ~ wll-9 ~s,. they' maY' .b.e , ___ , 
perfec~;'l. · ---- - - ~ - - - ' ,(· . ... , -:: ·. - ~ r 

While. in Ki~vr·· this--oM · evening, ~ we were at <~Hnn~:~ ·~d: 'I_ a,s~ed , :the·. ' . --! .\ 

interpreter about Ist'ael and the discriminatio~ towards th~ . ;Arabs. · He 
was doii:lg his the$is on International Law apd_ · apartheid, therefore, . he .. 
had 'dorie a lot of. ::::-es:earch on various countries , -~ th~ir .;poHcies. ·· For 
no reason at all, Vernon bounces out with, I hate all.;ews •. 'l'hey1re all -._ : 
a bumh of racists. To me it was a stupid remark. To yoti it may be · · 
furu-W; · hbt otir -" gti~:tM who'. w:Gs::·dining with:~ .~a~~ed_t-o, b~ : ,a Jew!.> _ .7 . 

···r ~ ·\ .. .,. ~ , . . • ·. . .-.. . . • .. . . . '· . . . . ~ . . . 

Murie'1'· ·anc1·· Dwight have b~9un t~ cali. }$~~~~-~~d',~ ~i~h'' + tl1iri}{ :r$:., :. : _; _.·_: ,;· 
unfo:f.'e~t-e;: He explai•n.ed what he _felt _fu>;d, was, ~ ,-~'t,, se?med ~~¥i}?~e;;.,_ -~ 
to me} ·but :'if:' seemed . inane to call. him by .:tPi:s -nl~ckn_a11e ... ,.. . '~"' . , . ,: 

- . -- ~ r :~·:· ' · · - .··· ·- . c:}:: :, ~ - . 
{ .. ~ . ·-. . i , •. 

Women: • . ·. ~ •• • "= ! ·· : · · .. . ·( .' ·> 
_., .... . ·. . -. ~ .· . .. 

' ~.. . ' :·: 'i ) • . • ·:· · . 

We saw women doirig ·construction work, tai'ring highways and operating 
machines in steel millsa ~hen - we were to~d that the ,S~viet woman ,: . , .. 
is treated equally, take rrry w6rd for it, they are • . TwO thirds o"f the 
doctors are women. One of the universities we .visited seemed to_h9Ve 
twice as many vromen as they had men. In the dh~rtlistry : 1'~;: there were: '(_-
no men at::l ~li'~ -~ '· ' : ·- . - ,, ,. 

1
, 

• ~:;i'Jr• 
Mo~·:"· -~ ' :( .. -

. {. 
; ·:. ,; . 

f, , .. . '? . . 

':") ~ ~ · . . .· . !. _. 

We took the train from Leningrad to Moscow and it was quite a pleasant :; 
chan.;~€1:l-rom those too...cror..rded airplanes w-e had been jumping in and out 
of. The four of us shared a room with berths. We slept most of the 
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-way. I began to think. hOTtJ' much American railroad .·compan.jes mi.ss _out[ - :·:; 
on by not having comfortable trains and charging e~rhitant. pri,,ces .. 
for the few berths they do hwe. Oh well, later foiT trains. :- · · · ·: , :_ :~ .-. P . -

When we arrived in MoscOTt.T, I met a man from India and another f~om C~~lo~. 
They asked why our organi:zation wasn-'t represented ,at the Social~st.!Co,nfe­
rence in -Bulgaria? · I - told h .. inn that we had sent a rePfes~t,::ltiyi "the!re. He 
then asked, 11 Was it undercover"? I told him no and that possiblyBill Hall 
and he had never come in contact, but that I had since met sev~al people 
that came to our table and said they had met him. 

Later we stated we'd like to visit Friendship University (Lumumba u.·) .. 
We spoke to a medical student . in his sixth year -and ano.tner stt+Gent ' 
that -had just graduated and was no~r a lawyer. The lawy~r-.would ,rbe 
returning home in about : three weeks to the -:African conti.-~t. His 
brother is the . ambassador to . the Soviet Union. from his ~Q.~try. I lve 
forgotten what country that was. The medical student too~ ~t upon .. 
himself to:answer .all our .questions. He was very happy ·i i~ the Soviet 
Union: and .never felt :tP,at' anything ~.was wrong with aey-thing. To make 
a long . story :·short; heiJWq,§0 1iving in a Soviet Union Paradise. He is · 
marri'ed to a Russian girl :-. an:L has ·-one more· year before he returns to · . 
Nigeria. Maybe .it was because one of the Russian _instructors and . ot!Jr 
interpreter were present, or (and I don't mean to-be redundant) he . 
really felt .the way he spoke. 

One of the questions we were often asked is why didn't our organization, 
SN::C, work with. the · CornmunistParty in .. the VUited States, .~; ~i11ce we. are : . 
both working for the same cause and towards the same goals . Most of 
you probably know our ansr.rers already. We tried in our own limited . 
way to tell what we thought of the u. s. Communist Party am why we 
did not work with them. 

· .. ··· :· 

Diplomatic R~lation~: 

Ome in awhile, our interpreter and I wouldn' t hit it off t: ~\0 \·.!·,: 2.1 .• 
I remember when we were at one of the many airports tha~- I g•::Led h im 
how much time we had before boarding the plane. He sni•1 ::.~/.: ;;''· ]._5 
minutes. So Muriel and I went next door to get some r·~~·J'::::' Y.·,~· '- About 
10 seconds 1 a.ter he was standing next to us and as 1: ,., ' ; <: ~ '.'i'. "· r::;; ) ~; :~ ::.glk 
to Muriel, I continued on, to the pastry counter, :: '' - ' 5"~~ · -:--/i ~-:¢"i~:t w;d to 
lewe and he was standing behind me. Muriel, I P.:::f,0_.~ · -:d, ~; !i.:l ::::et-u;;:ned 
to the other room. I asked him, trAre you follm~i r -&l n-::. ','~ ~ Ee sr:ve a. 
noncommital answer and I politely told him in m::r:y ;~·;·:r1 ~.r•::tl' :f.<?.d V.lc:cds 
that I did not appreciate being followed, e~:r<=-: ~~L::_:·.~/ :i~'t~>'j ra :rco:::1 ~:.t) room. 

He ard I had had a feTrT previous spats, bet; ':!.'..:Y' tbi fs t-i-:J.D ne-t ·the first 
time we had words. I think we both realized that one could very well 
do without the other. 

Home: 

It is nearly time for us to return to the states &"ld I am happy. It 
is very interesting being in the Soviet Union, but they lie just about 
as much as our government. At least in the st-ates, I !mow manJ of the 
issue~ arrl when someone lies, I can call a spade a spade. 
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It is very i-nteresting, but:·· I '01:£t{ neve!'':l r~embef)J~fng ' c~ll~9 . ~~. -A~~r:i.can .,~,T~.: 
before I came to the USSR; but. .. otne-ri'tottJi-1rig Aiii&i-i¢ans would 'come oveT t9 ; .. : . 

· our table and ask, "Are you Amei:'le·ims?" · ~ s-Ometimes t1e ·had to grope for :en: -· 
answer. It would be funny if it were not so sad. 

i '~- ' • ... .., .r:. .. •. :· .. : c rt':t I1£. · -~: ' - .. ~':) c· 
.·:., · ·. 

At the pres.ent time, MuriH and 'Dwigfit} ~icihg with :Vet·~cirCar·~ · ~i!te~pti~g 
to write up· a press release on our tour~ · 'They are:·try'ing to .TnTrite on 
four _sUbjects·: · · _: ' · · · -· · · · 

Nationalities, · -v · ., ' i · . : ~ 

Education, 
and Restoration. The fourth has slipped my min.d • .. 

' . r 1 . I . .'· :" • ~ . ·. ' ,. . ·~ 

Muriel just entered the · room and said they were crac'idng up 'with lat!ghter, ·-.1·,_ 

because all they could think of was one sentence. I personally am not .. +- : 
taking part in the draw-ing up of this release about the tri_p. I dontt . 
feel that I ·could be truthful without causing anxietY. to variQ,us people •. . ,.; ... ;.>: 
If I took part. in this little venture, Ifd . definitelY" like to ~pe$. , . , -. . : 
about the ··things I was told by the various African stUdents we'1d tal.ked. · · · 
with. I would like .to speak about pre-fabs arrl wo_meb doing construet.io.n 
work and hard labo.r~ · I would · like to speak about the ~teel tube. plant - . ~r. ·' 
We ViSited Where both ·men . and WOtlieii. Operated the machi !ll~S . and that these .. . -. ,, · 
people had · no shields· for their eyes or feet aild tJ:iet<e· were no guard 
rails to pr6tect them ·from that hot metal. I would have li~ed to talk 
about the two Russian girls we met in .Alma .Ata a.m· question why they 
were afraid, etc. 

Well folks; I hav:e to sign~ off· new. 
Fay D. Bellamy· :_ , 
Sl\tC :•F 
Atlanta Office 
August 1, 1966 
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