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. s1A~T TO-·AFR0-ASIAN t-iJ:ssiONS TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS ON EVENTS IN -PRATTVILLE, ALABAMA 

- ~ ·. · '· . · -- · . · · Af . a d Asian .t-1iasions to the 
The following · stat~~t., .-~~t t-o _al+- r~can n J F nnan Director 

United Nations on June ·l2, .1967, _was ;rereased today by .ames · 0 
' 

of International Aff.e:ti;rs tor_ SNCC_ · ("Snick"): . . . . . · ... = .. . , .· 

-~ -~-"-,. _,...____ ., ........... ··~· . :· · ....... .:···~~-·-~: ···"' 

Dear brothers and· sisters.;_ .;. -" ·=- . ·. _-,_·-~·· .• : . ;-<~:y;;:'):·:--+:·_.:,:.-:. .. . 
· · · ·- / ;,:::- >·:· ~: .· · __ -<( > ·;·> · · .- ~-- · .. :>:·~:.{ ·ilkt: i.nt~ierable raeiszn 

We reject. tile. p~sit?--~~ ·of · 1i_1'!~ ~n;j_ted ... S~~es .89~~~7~ · ~ - .;, -_ ~ . :i.lii as h o-
in the United S~ates: . is ~ ~ely. ·domest;tc .o~ncem~ W:ei/'_!~· .th~~h~~:\ts ' ;:nip~ssion 
critical as· the· cltdm _of ~he_ racist ·_g~vernm~nt .~f ,sout .... !~ca .. ; or . a s:i.mi.lar 
of the human :rights of 13,:~ .. 000 Afr~qans J.s a~ inte~ m,att~r} coloni~l ·powers. 
olajm by the goverhment of Portugal • . Such clallllS are . .tYP;L.~ 0Pl . ln ·tbe United 
\'ie .maintain that -~~rranteq: ru:~ ·orut,al su~ressiot?._ . of ·:~c~. peC? . :..e .5 .·. . . t'o- you 
States is a rr.atter of ·intemat~~~ -canc~;rn, We a_~ tli~-~0~-~-ad -".t S'=:ur.e upon 
an appeal. for yo~ InOt'U support; m the form of d:J.r:ect. -Or ihdj.rec P . Vi tnamese 

. that gov-ernment .which lou~ ·pro9Jajnis·_its .. ~oncern ~~i' the ~~~9-f -~1:~ ·-~ . 
people yet 'rill not guarantee ~ basic hUman rights to· blt;i.clc : peo.P!e :r.n t~.~~ co 117 . 
t:Ja make thj_g . appeal in tn~ spirit o~ SNCC_! s -dec~~~n., mad~ ~onnal: . ~ ~~! ~ ~ · 
that it is a Human Rights -Organizat~on -:':ooncemed. nth human .ri.gh~s- 1_1o_t . ,.0~7 . . 

-~the Uni:t;.ed States ·but ·throughout the world~ ·, · '. ~ . ... · :: ·. ~: ~ · .. · . · ·.. , 
Needless to ~y, the suppression-:.o·fJ,l:te human r:tgnts: of ·b~~ck :pe9p;Le ~:a , a. '·'' 

long-:standing reality 3.z:1 this :co~try,. . T}J~ ~~t~ .. ba~l.S f9~ .. our ,_app~a~ : ~s. the 
recent', attack on black people .in PrattVille, ·.AJ.a:b~; ·about wh~d1 we :woqld l~e 
to infonn you at this· t.ilne-. ~ .. ... · · · · ' ,· -~- · ...... . 

, - - ~ .... _~ . ; . .· : __ ..... _· ·-~-- - · -· - · . . . "'. . .. ~- . _, -_: ~ . ~.. . .. . · . - ~: ·"-;:;. :· ·. , 

On the afternoon. of ·smf~~y {.JU!l.~ :~~, . ~ me:e~_~: o~·.bJ.aq~ ~~ople; _t-o··: diSOo/:'.tr '. 
political organi~ing wa& held ; oti : tne-- .gro~~s ·;o! th~ St~.- ~~_rs··~hurbh_ .in Pr~ttville, 
Alabama, a . small to~ ·-10~~~ .:!:If ~1~~- pa=~Y.~ -~b9ut_· 40 m? ~ e~ .. :tran Mont~?e>me~. . ~ 

·. 

,. 

It is in this county that Mrs~ ~~~~b~~r._ ~6linson has extensa.ve ~~ .ho~dmgs • . 
The meeting was be~ .~a<:ldJ:~s~e_d, J?1·'1'9nil!3;.-.. :~NC9· .9~iJ"ma.n ~t?kel¥-~· Ca~cJ;lael 1-lhen . ' : 

a police car. drove- up/an~ . -~·.-.¢t'fice.r: began,_:.{m,ra:_s'sii!g.c_Brot}Jer: Oa,I1Ilichael for f!.Pt!a.k­
ing of 11Blac~ Powexti' ·tO'. t!'le · gat~ef.i;ng•-<This· ·oi':r£.C~ was ~im'.fllll, l..bo earlle~ ~· . 
this year was accused·· of ·nn:ttderin~f·· a ·black Prisoner: :ln tne· ;I?:-at.t.ville jail. -(he was 
later cleared _deapit~;stro~ _:e~i4:en~~ - of 'g\lllt)~ ._. ft:i:.ll -r-epea~~- harassed Br9t her 
Carmichael for saying · "~l:aek Power1

' . a~ finally a-rrested ·him on charges 6f dis-
orderly conduct and dis~~ing/t~· peace. · Tnis· wa-e a~ ~pp_rox:im9.tel.y 5 p.pt. · 

• .... -~.~ ~~"'., ~ • . .1'·. -~-- •·• •. • ,. ~ • · -~.; ... "' ·- ; .. :··" ·.. .. ".. ,.. ~ 

Black people in Prattv:i.ll"e J ~ngered ~by the arrest~· moved.-·Bw:i.ftl;y' to prote.st ·,_ ~ 
·.t at the jail and elsewhere. G1l1lf~re . was exchanged by black ~d whit~ reside 1te . · 

.:.ater that evening, a meet~ .of black people ·was taking place in the home o! ~1r. 
Daniel Houser, a local resa.dei?t• Ku ~ux Klansmen and other whites · began f · ing 
en the house, where there were appro~tely 40 persons, the majority of hhen 
'tromen and cha.ldren. SN9C Executive ~ec-retary Stanley Wise and Alabama Fiel,(l 

· Secretary Johnnie Jackson were also m the house. The police ·cordoned off a l a · e 
are~ of t he cormrun~ty; newsmen an~ others were not allowed through. A u it of ~e 
at~or"';ll Guard arr~ved from .Hontgomery. The house remained . under siege until 

approx::unately 4 a.m. The local telephone operetor repeatedly cut off call b t 
t he house and SNCC staff as well as newsmen. Rumors that Stokely Carmi ha 

8

1 ~~~een 
'een lynched spread in the town. · 0 e. '.w.u 

At about 4 a.m. .. police ordered those in the house outside Stanle vli 
~r with Theophas Smith and Ulysses Nunley, two A.labama voiunteere !c,ti(?e, 

X , ~tere arrested on a charge of inciting to riot. The other black J.ng 
ck into the bouse about an hour later and remained there until lat people 
i.ng_, l-1onday, June 12. e in 



Afro-J:unericans have v~atched with sJmpathy and concern the struggle against 

apa rtheid and 1-lhite-settler dom:irlation in eastern and southern AfriCa ov~r the 

past twenty years. Ue rejoiced "lith all freedom-loving people when the \"ictory 

was won in KelJYa. Today, we express our solidarity with the Freedom Fighters who 

languish in the ptisons and detention camps of southern Africa awaiting tbo day 

\-then the heroic efforts of those who are still free tQ fight will wipe out these 

inhwna.nities of man to man once and for all, and place the destiny and weJ.fare o.f 

the people in their own hands • It is only natural that we in SNCC should be 

deeply concerned over the course and outcome of this struggl~ for our own members 

have been engaged for seven years in struggles against a particula,rly vicious ,form 

of apart.heid that has existed for centuries in the United States. rle can under­

stand South Africa because we have seen the inside of the jails of Mississippi 

and lDLabama and have been herded behind barbed wire enclosures, attacked by police 

dogs , and set upon with electric prods - the American equivalent of the s.1ambok. __ 

Ther e is no difference between the sting of being called a "kaffir" in South 

Africa and a "nigger" in the u.s.A. The cells of Robin Island and Birmingham jail 

look t he same on the inside. As the vangm.rd of the struggle against racism in 

America, SNCC is not unfamiliar with the problems of southern Africa. 

S CC has never visualized the struggle for human rights in America i..n isola­

tion f rom the world1-ride struggle for human rights. It was inevitable that a time 

\oiOuld come 'tlhen it would fonnally declare itself, ·as it did this year, a "Human 

P..ig.hte Organization interested not only in Human Rights i..n the United States but 

t hroughout the world", and would apply to the United Nations Economic and Securit y 

CouncU for statue as an af!i.l.ia.ted non-governmental orJ8.nization. SNCC has mde 

't cl r by r corded vote at its May, 1967 conference that : 11 It encourages and 

oupport~ the liberation o'tl"tlggles agai nst colonialism, racism and economic 

exploi.tation" \olherever these conc1 t iona exist, and that t~oae nations that a ssu m.e 

a os· 
.1 &""' nt e~~·ees a point of vie"' most consistent 'trith ----

. . 



.. 

ita own views. There! ore~ although omt name ·~Ddj cates tM origina.l-fCirm.. ·9-f_ .our . __ _ 

struggle,. we do not foreclose other fon\8 of struggle, 

In order ·to implement more effective.ly ito program &Ild.to strerigthen.its 

link ld.th other groups st~ling against oppression, SNCC has afJrAOinted a 

Director of International A!fairs1 James Fe>rma.IJ end designated the N~w York office 

of SNCC a.s its headquarters for international affairs.. The organi~ation' s parti­

cipation :in this conference .is evidence of its desi:re to rendelr .intensified support 

to the fight against racism1 a.pa.rt,heid1 and white-settler do.mi.nation on the...conti-­

nent or Africa. 

As a.n or ga.ni.za.tion "technically4' composed of American ci ti.zens 1 SNCC r B first 

obligation to the worldwide struggle f'or human rights is to taki . .a.fi.t'in--stand. 

against violations of these rights by the American government. 

It is our firm. conviction that American intervention in V.iet-nam.·,. militates· 

against any possible constructive action by the u.s.A. in other areas- o:f !,atin 

America, Asia, and Africa• It distorts any clear analysis of the problem,. since 

policy makers tend to interpret aJ.l such struggles in tenns o:f Cold \var rivalries .. 

('Jbe shameful. intervention in the Congo between 1960 and 1965 was justified on the 

groun1s that it was 11necessary11 to curb Soviet and Chinese influence in Africa.) 
. . 

Pal.icy-l!iakers o:f the u.s. government divert resources and energy that should be 

applied to finAncial and technical assistance - without. strings .- to developing 

areas,. including the ghettoes of the Unit~ States. It destroys the confidence 
. . 

of Africans, Asians, and Latin Americans in the good intentions of !$X American 

nationaJ.s, lq:i,.ng the pall of suspicion that there ma~ be C~ arnong._,_them. SNCC 

took a .formal. Pf>Sition on the Vietnam \var in January, 1966., and our statement 

declared~-in part, that; 

·The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee assumes its right to 
dissent with United States :foreign policy on any issue, and states 
ita.'()pposition to United States involvement in the war in Vietnam 
on these grounds: 

We believe the United States government has been deceptive· in 
claims ot concern for the freedom of the Vietnamese people, just 
as the gqveranent has been deceptive. in clajming concern for the 



freedom of the colored people in such other· countries as the 
Dominican Republic, the Congo, South Africa, Rhodesia and in 
the United States. itself. 

\/e of the Student ·Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, have been 
involved in the black people's struggle for liberation and 
selt-detennination in this country tor the past five years. 
Our work, particularly in the South, taught us that United States 
government has never guaranteed the freedom of oppressed - ·--·- -·~· 
citizens, and is not yet t~· determined to end the ·rule o£_ 
terror and oppression within its own borde~. 

\'le ourselves have often been victims of violence and confin&­
ment executed by u.s, government officials. ~ve recall the 
numerous persons who have been murdered in the South because 
of their efforts to secure their civ'il and human rights, and 
whose murderers have been allowed to esoipe ·penal.ty for their 
crimea. The murder of Samuel Younge in Tuskegee, · Alabama is 
no dif£erent from the murder of people in Vietnam,. for both · 
Younge and the Vietnamese sought and are seeking to secure the 
Jdghts guaranteed them by law. In each case I the u.s. govern- . 
ment bears a great part of the responsibility for these deaths. 
(See Appendix A for the full text) 

The problem of Vietnam is organically related to the position of the United 

Statea with regard to southern Africa. The United States is foma.lly committed 

t o a ha.l.f-hearted pa.rti.cipa.tion in economic. sanctions against Rhodesia, but it 

has vigorously resisted all attempts to commit itself to such a policy w:i.th· regard 

to t he Republic ot South Africa. Although it repeated.ly" deplores the ex:istonce} 

of apartheid there, the United States views the Republic of South Africa as an 

int egral part of a worldwide military system- a site for tracking stations and 

a haven for sailors going to and from the Far East. 

World opinion has moved to the point where it is prepared to support the 

imposition of sanctions on South Africa in the hope of averting a violent conflic~ 

in the fUture . The u.s. opposes such sanctions - and not only because of its 

involvement in an Ea.st-\'lest conflict. The volume of its investments and its 

dosire not to "rock the boat" are matters that have been well documented by the 

United Nations and other non-governmental organizations. This working paper need 

not include the det a.ile. 

Since ito inception in 1960~ SNCC has al ways been interested in the African 



phase of the struggle against raciEill,. In 1965, on tne armiversa.ry of the Sharp8-

ville massacre, SNCC became active in attempts to mobilize pressure aga.lllst the 

system of apartheid in South Africa bf conducting a week of demonstrations in 

the offices of the South African consulate and the South Afri<:?an mission to the 

U .N •, both in New York. It has also participated with otller organizations in 

the attempt to get Americans to withdraw their acQounts from banks doing a large 
I 

volume 9f business in the Republic of South Africa. , . I 
Increasing numbers of Afro-.Americans -and ~heir allies -are be~ 

to recognize the indivisible nature of racism·. The Chase-Manhattan Bank, for . 
instance, has large-scale investments in South Af~ica and profits greatly. from 

I 

apartheid. SNCC has recently been lending its su~port to b.lack employees, of 

Chase-Manha.tt~ who are victin_ls of racist pe~ _praetic~s. A total of. l2 
., 

Negro employees have filed charges against the ba4: with the New York City 
• • ! 

Comm.i..ssion on Human Rights, charging the ''baas" m~tality ~ supervisors, denjal . . 
of promotions and job training opportunities, ~nd ~timidation, hara.ssm~t and 

constant surveillance after they had dared to chaJ..+~nge these prectices. Finally, 

nine employees were dismissed for seeking redress or grievances. This struggle 
' .· 

continues. (See Appl!lldix B) ·' 

The parallels between the African libera~ion moyement and the struggle of 

Afro-Americans are striking. As both movements have matured and the lessons of 
I • 

previous struggles have been drawn, ~hey have increasingly emphasized the extent 

to l'rhich their fate has been linked- without their consent - to Great Power 

struggles. They have also seen the need for increasing their effectiveness by 
. I • 

stressing the right to make their own decisions, unint:l:l~!=lnced by pressures fran 

other racial and ethnic co~ties even though they ~y sustain close working 

relations with them as allies. In the United States this has taken the form of 

the "Black Power" movement with SNCO in the lead. Within the United States , 
conservative organizations-some o£ them represented at this conference-as well 



of government have tried to unde~,. ·contain, or simply_ destroy 

the organization. Numerous incidents might be cited, but a very recent one will 

illustrate the point. This month, five SNCC-aff:i.liated students fran Texas 

Southern University will go on trial in Houston, TeJCas. Their trial is t~e out­

growth of events on May 16, 1967, when 500 Texas police armed with rifles, .ma.ch:ine 

guns, shotguns and dogs, fired upon and then invaded two dormitories at the Uni­

versity. In the wild shooting, one policeman shot another and a patrolman was 

killed. Despite the fact that the patrolman~ shot on the side o! a building 

where there were no doors or Windows and despite the fact that at least two ·of . , 
the five accused students can prove their absence fran the scene, t,hese five have 

been charged with murder. The brutal conduct of the police inside the. dor.mitori.es,­

~lhere they destroyed property ~cr:i.mi.nately, kicked a dorm.;i.j,ory house mot~r, 

and arrested 4137 students (some of w1:1om they also beat) - with these cr:iJneB, 

the state of Texas is unconcerned. This is the same state which tlle President 

and the Attorney General of the United States call home. 

Th:is is only one of 1IBI'lY recent incidents of massive police brutality. Such 

00cttrren9e4: led the New York o.ffice of SNCC to . i.ssue an appeal to the African and 

Asian missions to the United Nations on June· 13th, 1967• (See Appendix C) 

This, then, is a brief sUIIUiary . of some aspects of SNCC' s recent activity 

and experience which have relevance for those gathered here. \'lhat conclusions 

We see the worldwide fight against racism as indivisible. Southern Africa. 

as a stronghold of the Herrenvolk mentality has high priority in the struggle. To 

win the battle there is to hasten the victor.y in the u.s.A.A SNCC is dedicated to 

a joint st~le of all who fight for Human Rights in Africa and in the u.s.A. . , 
each backing up the other, each rendering what support it can to the other. 

Therefore, SNCC has come to this conference not only to express its condemnation 

··-of apartheid. and..col.ooiaJj~ already a.ffinned in previous .statements., a.nd . to ·offer 



s moral support to all Africax1J engaged in liberation struggles. l'le a.leo come 
' 

to assert. that we consider ourselves and other black people in the Wibed Statss 

a colonized people; a colony within the United States in many ways similar to 

colonies outside the boundaries of the United States and other European nations. 

The f~ht against racism is a responsibUity of all who believe in Human 

Rights, but it is the victills who bear primary responsibility for ~ging the 
' 

5itruggl.e. \'le have accepted our responsibility fer the a.ttac~ on the American 

front. We salute those who are waging the battle in southem Africa. We we., ­

their assistance in our atru.ggle a.,nd pledge o~el ves to them. But we als4 

affinn. that strategy and tactics must pe decided by those who bear I'E)Sponsibil, 

for "Waging the struggle, on both fronts,. Among A:rrioan.leaders, a remarkable 

degree f>f consensus has developed during the J;ast fiv~ years on the acceptance 

of the strategy of a mul.ti-pronged attack upon aparthei!i, racism, white-settler 

Q.omina.tion, and the remnants pf colonialism in southern Africa. As part of that 

:Jtrategy, th~y have enlisted the support of the Unite~ .Nations in arraigning 

Sou~h Africa before the bar of world opinion; in condemning ~ppressive policies 

in Portugues~ territori~s; ~ voting tp assume administration over Sputhwest 

A!riea; am in declaring economic sanction.s against Rhode~:i.a. These leaders 

have also tried to bring the U.N. to the po;i.nt of V4>ting sanctiqns ~gainst South 

A£ rica. 

Tile support that effort to obta;i.n action in the United Nations and, as our 

recent appeal to the Afro-Asian nat~ons indicates, we shall attempt to do the ~ 

for our own struggle. The United N~tions is not only a world forum where 

grievances are legitimately aired. ~ts constituent nations have signed agreements 

with regard to Human Rights. Alth@ugh these agreements are often violated, it 
' 

is the duty Gf the citizens of the constituent natians .to pressure their own 

nation and others to abide by these agreements. SNCC has never accepted the 

position that racism in the u.s.A. is a domestic issue that should n~t be aired 

before the Uni:ted Nations. ll~ call attention to the case of Julian Bond, a SNCC 



w.e ~State Legislature and then d.enied 

statew.ent comemning the u.s. 

Jiar in ~ F ~· ~a yt?-r, E~er S!1!ld lGS denied his seat an:l the people 

e legislature's action 

'lias clesr 7 ~ · :vat.ed b7 ~ e :Ca.ct ~~ .h.e was a blacK o.ilitalt 1 an af.froilt to the 

'White :t' a:a.cist legizl..at.ure. Wring tm.s period, Brother BoOO was invited to 

' .Dh bj' a tm:::De..r Gf ~tr:i.c:al ~t.; ns to the United. Rations. Extensive 

the g!"C'ands lie.t b:is case 'IP.-.5 a catte? of dcr:estic coneem - an internal affair 

of r-~ ~ States.. ~st of v~ del.eg;atian ~ved thl.s pres~ ~ 

It. i.e ., cmr p:.bilege to eom:ti;m!-"" in the footsteps. o·f the late ..ia.lcolm X., 

ey have no illusions.,. nor do we. 

has set up a Liberation Committee 

. -. 
O:e gi•e:1 a. a cc:U'erence s ch as t his to discussion of 

~-i.i..za: • ns 'iri11 relat.e to new forms of 

eoloria H sw idrich oay be adopted in the 
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fUture, There are those who still hope that efi'eot:lve economic sanctions are .. 
possibl.e. There are also those - among them'i we of SNCC - who are pessimistic 

about t,he possibility of ever enlisting the aid ot the two crucial nation states, 

the Ur.i.ted States of America and the United Kingdom, in supporting sanctions. 

Americm businessmen and politicians oppose sanctions J British Labor Party leaders 

insistthat the economic ooet to them will be too great;; and the war in Vietnam 

is a berometer of how far these countries will go to proteat their vested interest 

in racim and exploitation, especially the United States. 

It no effective action is taken by the United Nations, and as African 

liberat.Lon novements intensii'y their armed struggle, what will be t .ne re~se--o£ 

the natLons in the U.N. and of its associated organizations? Will.. .certain .powers 

decide ·::.o i.Itervene to protect "missionaries" and "white civilization" or raise 

the cry of "Communism" to strangle liberation efforts., as happens Y.ithin the 

United Statee whenever blacks vigorously o~pose the statue quo2 Will organizations . 
concerred with human rights provide humanitarian assistance to the casul.ties of 

this struggle, as they do in the cases of international warfare, or will they 

define .\fric&lB as "savages" {rather than "Freedom Fighters") and deny such 

assistance? Till those who sing praise of the heroes of the Fre1;1eh, Russian and 

American RevO:.utions define the black heroes as "Satanic creatures of darkness?" 

Is it possibl(, even now, before the climax of the struggle comesJ to define 

positions, ifand ~such situations arise? We believe that to d9 less is not 

only unrea~ic but also a betrayal of the values which all opponents of apartheid 

say they suprort. This working paper suggests that such questions as these are of 

great urgenar in the present phase of the struggle against apartheid. 

SNCCJ as a non-governmental organizati~n dedicated to Human Rights but With 

its own d:stinctive approach to the problem of fighting racism, will have its 

own uniqw response to make, as will each non-governmental 01.a. ...... "' zati 
c-.'"'" on at this 

conference. On one level, this is s:iJnply a matter of trying to help cr~a.te ever-

widening ~ircles of awareness of the dimensions of the probl 
· em. and intex-preting 



.iln.Et, asp rations •. and techn:Lquaa. - -,i noJuding a.med...st.ruggle - o! tnooe 

who fieh for f r eedom. 

'rho p:roblem Of rallying forces inside the United States to a level of tJnde.r­

·ban lin& ahd awareness of the nature and dimensions of the struggle for liberation 

cruthe:rn Afr ica where they can make effective contributions is hampered by a 

o t R rva.tive press as it is in Moz.ambique, Angola, Rhodesia, Bissau, and South 

A1 C • We must build viable organizatiOl'\S and alternative f'onns of comznuni,ca.tl.on 

to ffset t he negative il1fluence of a hostile press if United States al"Ul£d · 

intervention to suppress African liberation struggles is to be prevented. 

Num rou.a agGneiee a.re devoting time and energy to this. task.. We s.ba.]J._ p.lay our 
( 

p.'lrt Wi h incr easing vigor in the years ahead. 

On anot her level, we visualize the application of those techniques of 

o1·e ni.zfit . .ion and struggle that have won us our limited victories at home t.o the · 

ta.dk of t .eying to prevent u.s. intervention against liberation .struggles .in At~ 

'rh ro iti the t EI.sk$ too, of mob11 j zing support for th.J A.frican liberation struggJ.e, 

n A.rrican leaders ask for it. In tum, w9 hope that our African brothers may 

l\aa st uo in our struggle in appropriate and feasibl.e ways. Ch the educational 

vo11 wa would ro£er again to the question of the press. As the domestic 

Arua1:ioBJ1 press Us dominAted by white conservatives. the u.s. Inf'onnation Service 

op· tv.:i,titig ovs rsoas seeks to cultivate an image of the American government on the 

sid bf. A!'r i ca.J')oollm"'r i ca.ns - a.n image of constant progress being made. Needleos 

to eay1 t his is not the truth. But we must still work to counteract the constant 

. ow o· propaganda to that \~~!eQ:tf..~i!tnd4.tbe .constant anission of news which might 

~M. iflgo tho ilnage . We welcome your assistance in this effort. 

In con u.d ng this paper, we woul d like to sum:nari.za and list our basic 

10' t,o and 0 11 :t·et aug£! etions 1 
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R.ECGiiv!ENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

1 • 

\·Je recor1unend the full and :immediate jmplementation of General Assembly reso-
1966 

lution 2144 (XXX) of 26 October/on IIQuestion_of the violation of Hunan Rights 

and fundamental freedoms, including policies of racial discrimination and _segrega­

tion and of apartheid, in all countries, with particular reference to colonial 

and other dependent countries and territories". 

~ie recommend and vigorously urge that this matter be placed upon the pro:­

visional agenda of the next session of th.e General Assembly, and we especiallY re­

conunend and strenuously urge that a special seminar -be convened and held to study 

and investigate the nexus between racial,.po].j:f,ical,_· e-oonomic .and eul.tural ... di.Scrl­

mination in the United States, and racial discrimination and apartheid in Southern 
. 

Africa. 

·ie further recommend and urge that the policies of racial dis crimina. tion in 

the United States be condemned as posing a grave threat to international peace and 

security and a violation of the human rights charter; and that a resolution of the 

General Assembly be duly recordedas o:mdenming the trend in the United States teierd· 

racial ILO~oms dnd condemning racial discriminabion in the United States as a 

crime against humanity. 

2. 
· Ie recommend the full and inunediate implementation of General Assembly 

r esolution 2142 (iG{!) of 26 October 1966 on "Elimination of all forms of racial 

di scr imirlation". 

) . 
fe r ecommend. t he f ull and immediate implementation of General ssembly reso­

l ut·on 21 89 ( I) of 13 December 1966 on "Implementation of the Declaration on t ' e 

Gr t i ng of I ndependence t o Colo.nial Countries and People s ". 

4. 
. e r ecom end t e f ull and immediat . im 1 · e P ementat~on of General , ~seembly reso-

l ution 2202 ( ) of 16 ecembe r 1966 on "The poll · 
c~es of apartheid of the gove rn-

ment of he !republic of out h f r ica . 11 



I" We recollllllend the full and immediate iq)J.emelltation ot Gell<llal A:!HIIIb '¥ z:•fl()• 

lution 2151 {XXI) ·of 17 November 1966 on the question ot Southern ~ 31£4.~ 

6. 

We recommend the full and 1Dned1ate iJ!p~ ot General .AsHtnblY r f!O()-" 

lution 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966 on the quAation of So\ltb We1Jt Atrlea~ 

7. 

"rJe recommend the tu.ll and 1nnediate 1Irlple%oontation ot General ADtJemb.\1 :rencl*"' 

t ion 2184 (XXI) of 12 December 1966 on the question ot tern tori eo wu1 r Po~W-M 

administration. 

8. 

He especially encourage aDd recoiiiDll!:cd that a.ll member &~~-· -:· 

mental organizations use (!JV'ery ~ans of persuasion at t hei r coJ:I2!'Dat'A. t o - iAt'luence 

"the government of the United Kingdom to take a.ll. .necessa.ry._,mea.sure s, 1ncJ 21c!irlg 'in 

particular· the use of force, in the exercise of its powers as the adm1 n1rJt;e.r~ 

po~r to put an end to the illegal, racist minority of .5ou.the.r.n .Bbode.ei.a." 

9 . 
We reco!ll!lend that the ties between non-governmental O.t'S'an.iZationa and th 

peop.J.e of Southern Africa be strengthened, that effective and cont imJ1ng .metlJ'lS cf 

cormumi~ati.Ons . be established between NGQ. and the peopl e (J:f Sout.berA .Ab:ics.~ W'e 

f ri..'l'"'ther encourage non-go-vei'l'Ullental. organizations to take more v.igoroWJ IJlld deci..ai'Vf: 

roles in the libert:!tion struggles and in Uni teo Nations acti V1 ties to end r aci om, 

apartheid and colonialism. 

10. 

We intend to o.dd fur'ttler ·recol!!t!eDdation.s- to <>ur poeit1on -durin& ;the~~ .... . o t' 

the conferen~e -an ra.c.ism.~ .. co.1D.n1.al.ism.and-~id..m Soutbern..Afri ca. 



: .. ~ St · ent Nonviolent ~.otdinating -ca.m.ttee assumes its right to dissent with 
.,..&J.ted ~tes foreign policy on any issue, and states its opposit.i.on to tJnit.ed 
tat.es invol.veme.nt. in the tE.r in Vietn:un on these groUQis: 

:le, believe the United States govezunent has been decept.iYe in cJa.jms ot eoneem , 
tor the !reedan of the Vietnamese people just as the "'ovemment bas been decept..b'e 
in claiming concem for the fre9dan of the colored peo;le in such other countries a 
as the Uocrinican Republic the eongo South africa Rhodesia alXl in the United 
Stat.es itsel.!. ' 1 

' 

~ e or the Student onviolent Coordinating Ccmnittee have been involved in tbe 
hlDck people's struggle for liberation and self-d~inatjoa in this countrr fm: 
~'le past five years. <Au- work particularly in the South taut;ht us that Unitea 
St.:lt.es gove:rcnent has never ~ranteed the fi.eedom of oppr~ssed citiz-ms, and is 
not yet tl'\ll.y determined to end the rule of terror and oppression ld.thin its mel 
borders • 
. ·e c-urselves have often been victims ot violence and confinement executed by U.S. 
~ve~t otficial.s. We recall the r.u!zerous persons who have been murd&red in 
tne ~uth because of their efforts to 5ecure their civil. and htmlan rights, and 
\-rtlo~ I.:!l.lrderers have been al.l.awed to escape penalty for their crimes. The ~er 
of ~l Young in Tuskegee, Alabama is no different fran the murder of people lZl 
'i.e~, tor both Younge and the Vietnamese sought cmd are seeking to secure the 
rig:. ts guarant.eed them by law. In ~eli case, the u.s. government bears a great part. 
or the ~ility for these dea~hs. 
~1 Yo\wge 11oas murdered because u.s. law is not being enforced. Vietna.mese 
are being murdered because the United States is J:nu-suing an aggressive polic7 in 
violation of intenlC.tiooa.l. law. 'i'he u.s. is no respecter of persons or l&w tllhm 
s:1ch persons or lAws run counter to its needs and desires. l-Ie recall the ind-t.f-
!erence, suspie.ial and outright ho::t.ility with which our reports of violence ~ve 

been met in the past by go-venm~.ent officials. ! 
~- e know for the most part. that ~lections in this country, in the North as t-tell as 
the South, are not free. \~e hct.ve seen that the 1965 Voting ~s Act and th' 1964 
Civil ~s .act !'lATe not yet been implemented with full federal. power and concern. 
~1e question then the ability ,and even the desire of the u.s. government to qu.;irantee 
tree elections abroad. \·fe maintain that our cc:xmt:cy' s cry of ''pre~erve free<\~ in 
the rorld" is a hypocritical mask behind which it s~uashed liberation IDOVE!I4eqts 
which are not bound and re.fu.se to be bound by the expediency of the u.s. col4 war 

~Y• ~ 
~ie are in ~Jatby trith _ ~ support the men m this country ~-lho are umti.l.ling to 
resporo~d to the military dr:!ft which uould compel them to contribute their J+qes 
to u.s . aggression in the name of t~e "freedom" ~:re find so false in this country. 

e recoil •nth horror at the ir..oonsl.Stency of this supposedly free society Jhere 
responsibility to free<loia is ·J:t:IU.ated l·!ith re~nsibility to lend oneself to ~tary 
a :n-es ... i.on. We take note of the f<:.ct that .16,J of the draftees from this c~try 
a re • egro6 called on to stifle the liberatJ.On of Vietnam, to preserve a lldemderac:;rl 
which doee not exist tor them at home. · 

.-le ask: ·.mere is the d r.1ft tor the Freedom fight in the United St.:ltes? 

le therefore encourage those Americans ~-rho prefer to use their energy in building 
d&Jloc rati.c forms Yri~hin the country. · .. fe believe t hc!t uork in the ciYil rishts· 
~vement am oth~r hUI:.o.ln re_Ltions Or[;anizctions is c valid :.:lt~m.::.tive to the d:raf't • 
. !e urge all 11.mer~ns to seek this alternative knowing full well that it may cost 
them their l ives. a s pa..in1'ul.1,y as in Vietncm.. • 



.. 

SNCC Statement on Chase Manhattan Bank 

FACTS JEGAHDD-G RACIAL :JISCall'~ll-Il-I.TION AT Cl-U-1.SE !-WlHATT1 N BANK 

FACTS ~IZVEAL THAT NOT ONLY DOES THE CHASE 
l·iAl'lliATTAN BANK FINA1"JCLI.LLY SUPPORT APA:R.THaD 

. IN SOUTH AFRICA, BUT IT PRACTICES ITS Ql.·m 
PERSONAL AP.-~.RTHEID ON ITS NEGRO ·EHPLOYEES 
HERE IN THE UNI'lliD STATES AT ON~ CHASE hAN­
HA'ITAN PLAZA NEH YORK CITY - THE f1IAIN B}WIJCH, 

' HEAD OFFICE. 

THE FACTS TO SUBSTJu\JTI;,T:.; Tl-:IS STA ... LTLING CHA::tGE ARE AS FOLLOl:JS: 

1 • On Ivlarch 22, 1967, seven male Negro ~ployees filed complaints "~th the 
York City Commission on Hurran Rights · under the · direction of .iilliam Booth, 
charging their supervisors with disc~iminator.y practices in the areas of: 

a. Job related training and schooling .· 
b. Promotion and advance1cent opportunities 
c. Unequal and unfair distribution of work loads 

new 

2. Cn h arch 23, 1967, five female Negro employees filed complaints with · tbe.-sarne---­
Comrnission, charging similar practices on the part of. their supervisors. 

3. During the interim of tlle filed coi~iplaints and t h e Commission's length:y- in­
vestigation, several attempts on the pa.rt of the Negro employees to meet l'll.th 
responsible bank officials to resolve the differences were denied by the bank • . . 
4. After the complaint had been filed and the Bank officials notified, · those 
i'Jegroes who had filed the complain and other Negroes friendly towa rd them 
became the victims of even more intensified discrimination~ intimipation, harass­
ment, constant surveillance (as though they were criminals), insidious acts, 
vicious remarks, and even pressured resignations by Balli< authorities. 

5. On hay 3, 1967, a. detailed report was submitted in writing to the City 
Cormnission on Human Rights, stating the continuation of discriminatory practices 
and acts described above and offering recoJll!,tenda.tions of t he complai.J1?nts to be 
submitted to responsible .i3ank officials as possible solutions to the racial. 
problems. 

_., 

6. Several attempts by the Human Rights Commission to bring the complainants and 
the bank officials to a friendly conference table were refused by the Bank author~ · 
ties. Thus, t he Commission was forced to subpoena: the responsible Bank of fie ia.ls 
to a conference ta.b~e on June 6, 1967, The Jank ' s representation at that confe­
rence was so pathetic that at one point in the discussion; the ·attorney from the 
Corrmis s ion told the senior Jank official : "I \\'Ould like to inform you that sorre 
Of your replieS to theSe people IS qUeStionS are Very OUt in left field II • 

7. On June 26, 1967, q Negro employee (provoked and harassed by one of the guilty 
supervisors) \vas discharged froin the .i3ank because of some petty nonsense on the 
part of that same supervisor. Eig~1t other Negro- employees spoke up in defense 
.:>f their co:worker, charging that the discharge was unfair. One by one, they in 
turn were d1schareed from the Bank ' s employ and told to leave the premises 
.iuunediat ely. Nine men, most. ,~f '"hom h <nrc v.d.ves .1-nd childre n_. l ost their jobs in 
less than one h 0 u r :-mel n h.'tl f!! 


