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"THE DELTA SPEAKS - ABOUT 'JHE P01 .. 'ER ~.>TRUC'lURE \ND O.E.O • . : 

i;;by is the Mississippi Delta - which C)ntains s:::>me :::>f the richE-st 
farmland in tho W:1rld - why is this rich delta where the t'1ps:::>il 
is as much as 35 feet deep - why is this beautiful delta :me :::>f 
the worst ec .Jn.Jmically depressed arc ._:, s in tho nati .1n? 

v7hy are th:::>usands )f p.J ·)r nogr;es every year leaving tho dol to. t.J 
fill tho slums "Jf Chi cag:::> and st. L:Juis .:md ·Jther n 1rthorn 
ghott::>os? 

Because the p:::>:::>r not;r.Jes arc being systormtically driven ?Ut :::>f 
tho delta and the s::>uth by the rich and p.Jworful :::>wners :::>f land, 
G;vcrnmsnt, and pe:::>ple, 

Tho rich l:::>rds "Jf tho land arc finding that they o~ n; l:::>ngor 
make the hugo pr::>fi ts :)f tho past by lcceping the n ·egr::> in debt 
sl.J.vory nnd ign::>rance. Tho p::>::>r marecr::>pper - white .Jr negr::> -
and field hands have d :me their j::>bs, They have mado the b::>ss man 
rich and n::nv they must g:). 

This man r.h ') is slightly different fr:m o. slave has n:-; rights t ·) 
his h -)me. He h: s n :: rights t '"l the land ho h<:-s w::>rked f::>r s::> l:mg 
f :::>r his master. H0 has n.J rights t :) his dignity, 

He is in the v1ay. And ;:;}12. t is w:::>rso, he might s :;me day v::>te. · And 
V>hat is yet w-::rse, he might s ·-:moday very s ::un begin fighting in 
bLDdy vi 1lont anger f):L' the rights t ) live ~m his land CJnd t'J 
f eed his children and t J h .:>vc a docent j :-; b. He must bo driven )Ut. 

HJW is he being driven Jut? 

By making · his p::>verty s; bitter that he can n.") 1 '1nger t ·' loro.te the 
brutality md h::>rr-::>r :::>f the delta, 

It must be w:do clonr that tho cause Jf p:Jvcrty in tho Mississippi 
Do ltn is th ..:- c mbineti ;n ::>f the lJlanto.ti ·m EJC m::>my r.;hich h3s kept 
p c_;plc in d.: bt slavery and the p::>wor structure which is ojj;her made 
up i f plnntati.:m '.JWncrs .)r ::>f pe'jple r"lh:1 dJ the bidding '.Jf tho 
pL~n t.J. ti:.m ::>'~nors • 

Po ·.~ple are p::>)r in the dol ta becuaso the p::>\"Jer structure has 
a.lwn ys w:::> rlced very hard t "J keep them p :."l 8r s 1 that they w :Juld hsvc 
t 1 r-orlc f )r the l ::>w wage s )f tho plantatL~·ns, 

The p"JTier s true ture is lD\. working ::>vertime t :J drive ::>u t many ::>f 
the p;::>r nogr :)C S fr'1m th& dolta und lceep the rest p'1::>r t'J d 1 their 
bidding. 

All ::>'::1ing p".Jvorty nDncy t -.' be c;ntr:Jlled by the pJrer structures 
wl1 ich h :1vc tradi t i.:1nally b ecn the ca usc '.J f r,J::>vcrty in the 'delta is 
t::> malce sure that tho fun damon tal causes ") f p :worty till be 
roinf)~cod, rather than ended, 

Th.:;ref:)ro, in the delta at least, rro need t' find nuw nays t J 
o.dminister ,Iuverty -:-Dm y :Jthor thnn thr-mgh the 'Grnditi'Jnal p::>':':'eT 
s true tures. ·:ro need t -j hnvo n~ !"' gu idelinos f ·Jr p;vorty pr::>~ms, 
Tlnso guidelin:.s nocd t) bo !Il2do :m tho b,:lsis 'J f the experience 
:::>f th:J p::>::>r po:::>ple themselves wh:::> kn:Ji'i' abJu·t poverty and tho p~v.'e:rt 
structures because thoy havG rufforod p"Jvcrty f )r s .:> l:mg.:1t the 
hands ::>f the p:::>I.'Gr structures. The G)vornmcnt must c 1nsult vTith 
the p ·nr t:J UH'.rn \Iha t t:1ey feel and exporienoe and rant. 

'Every ·ne gr") in Mississippi c :Juld give d0zons Jr hundreds 'Jf 
oxompl.:.:s :1f r:Jttcn c ;rrupt na turo ~)f tho p-r·-er stru.cturc8. Since 
my ti-·.l'lo is li:--1itcd t'Jd:ly I nill .)nly t:::>uch :::>n throe oxo.mplos ::>f 
the r)tten and C::)rrupt rlD turc 'Jf tho ,P;:>V'Gr flbou()ture. in my 
c ,)unty - n Jlm.cs C::>unty, Miss.ieeipp1. 
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* * * * * * * * * * 
Bo f ·Jro I give tl1 ; sc .:.xo.mplcs, I think it will bG instructive t ) 
kn ;':' just b )W bod ,P :N c rty is in I-h lmo s C:;unty. 801:~ ; fall 
f cJ.milios, Til1itG c1nd nogr l , OD.rn less tlwn .:;;.!1 ,000 n' yonr. These 
po ) plo nrc }:)) :)rc; · ~ ~ut fu lly 4~5:~ :;f c, ll J:'<:"tmilic s in H; lmGs C')unty 
ec.Jrn less tho.n ,,1.000 o yoar. Thc.se pe )plc a r o bi ttorly p:):Jr. 
F ~; r every ·;n o IJJ.ttc r:y p .-ur r1hi-Go family there a ro ten bitterly 
p ) :>r n ogr J fo.mili :.: s. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
In th e area jf oducnti ·m, n~rJos ( wh ) mnko up tho vast maj:Jrity 
J f t ho pJJr ) h av e inforiJ r schJJls and cduco ti::m. 

Up unti 1 the 1 9 5s· i:>npr ome C::mrt docisi::m thr::ming ::mt tho 
sepo.ra. to but oc~u =11 d J etrino, n egr ) C'1!1mUn itic s either hc. d D "J 
sch .n ls, J r h:- ~l ::;m.) ll vcJs tly i nfor i ::l r sc h:))lS :-Jut in tho hills, 
"Jfte n built LY,y ~~h.:, 11C £~r ->e s thoms olvc s b OCi.:'C USO tho C-:>Unty re fus e d 
t ) l-:l r :>vic1 o :.:;c;h ·):.J l 8 l' J r nGgr:K .. s. '.rh0 ro ':7C\S n J bus tr.JnspJrtati:m 
f ·) ::.' noc;r ·) child:rcc; t~1lup;h •ur taxes nent t ' pay f ::l r busses f -):r 
Y!b ito chi 1 d:rc n~ 

In the last 1 2 y:::ars s :LncG 195<~ the 1 ; cnl :~f fie i nls h ove built a 
number 'J f c ;ns 1l tda t c; d n c::gr ") s ch·):)ls ".'Jh ich .::,re rigidly scgrogn : c d 
and still v -- c:tly j_n!'ori ·,r . ~jut t l1oy a r G m.J dc J f bric l~ ond the 
1 I Cc"'t l p :me r s·i;:ructm~c b:)c: s t s th .1t they c.re n :11·· (G.nd -:mly U J'\7) 

equal. Thoy d) n ; t s.J.y 'lUtl ) Ud thot they ar·e · dcsir:;nc d t :J be 
so u2 rn te. They <.'l. _ n ) t admit the truth - th::l t in fa. c t they 2ro 
still vCJ.stly infcri .J r :}chind tho brick pc. lls. 

Nq!,r ' t o<'.chcrs h - vc inf c ri ) r train i nc; . Sc ioncc cL:.ssc s h,: v c n J 
1 ~ bs ::> r o r: uipmcn t t ) F Jr k Y, i th. Hund me d ·;17n b ') :J l~s c ::>mc fr ·)m the 
'·?h i t e .s c h Y)ls. And many c l ursc s c.; mm Jn i.n 1'1'1i tc s oh JJl s D.ro n ::> t 
·t;augh t n t J ll in th.:: nc o;r :J sc~1• -,ls . 

Nq; r s ch ' ·l s in the de 1 t ::t h · v ;. tr di tJ -·n · lly h~ d a Epli t 2o ss i m s) 
tlL'. t ncgr · chlldr on c 'Uld 'b~.- GV~'. ilc.blc f:.n~ r.':Jrk :m ,the pLmto ti l n 
fi ~ lds durin.:, cultiv..:.; tinc; ;-.nd l)icking tiin-.: s. ·:.h i t c s ho.v c nev e r h d 
split s...:,ssi ·n::; . Pl~:n tG ti ·n ~ '.m.::.rs h .vo boon 2.bl 0 t ' keep n cgr ·, 
c-1: i l drun u t •f oc h , l s ,·.ny t im(.. t hcr.:... ·:: .. s i .' -r k t ·) be ·a me ·.m the 
plan t o ti :m f i o lcls. 

Only in the lost ycnr hcv o split s os si ; ns been e limina t e d. And 
.Jnly i n the L.:~ st yoor h o.v c n cgl") sch l)ls lJcon' ·)pen nino m·mths like 
the ~~ito s c hJ~ls . 

N.H'' in H'.Jlmos C-:>unty the p;.J"v.icr s t r ucture h.::· s s o t up o r>rivCl t c rsro.dc 
sch ::>::> l t~ koop the segr ega t ed c duco t i ::>n g Jinc in the f oc c ~f 
teci .::; r ,:\ 1 )rdcrs t ) dosegr ocatc. ..iilm.1 t al l 1f the di rc ct Jrs , 
b.:. c kGrs, and .l ffi cers J f t h i s rump s c h::->::> 1 a rc :~x" rt ·Jf tho p::l r~cr 
s true turo • 

.A s oc md oxcmpl G J f the th :>r 1ughly c~ rrup t n c t Ul'O ::lf the p::>r:cr 
s tr uc turo in H') lmE:! s ·; J unty is i n tho o re.:t :>f h :Jspi tal~ care. The 
1 'JC..J. l h J spi t a ls, built :;r ,)per <:\ t e d i : ith the h e lp o f federal funds, 
are t ' t ally s -.:gr ego t e d. But r;ha t is li::> rs c; , tho h :-Jspita ls r efuse t :; 
t oke we lf~' rc po.tionts a nd .; thc r ve ry p ·J ::> r pc .Jple . Po :J plo hnve 'diod 
be ca use thoy were r e fused trc::.~.tm;:; nt in tho I-blmcs County h :>s pi 'tc:1 l s 
be c a use they wore t ,JJ p J::>r . 

N::l1.¥ tho :-:::>unty ~3::lard :> f .. :ups rvis:>rs ( nhich is tho very · .J dy t ho 
Office ::> f :::c ::m:>mic Opp::>r tuni ty is do c:; ling m th in the setting up 
::> f cJ. C::lmmun ity Ac ti "-'n Pr::lr;ro.m in l!J lme s c )unty a nd c Jun tios · all 
Jvo r the delt a o nd tho s t a t e ) is CJ.ttompting t , fl ::>ot a ~ 200,000 
b ::md issue t 1 c ~nvert tho H:)lmc s G::l unty HJspit.J. l in Lcxing t :m intJ 
a hJspitnl with all priva t e r1:-Jms . This is ~ cle a r a ttempt t 1 
av ; id intograti ·m Jrdors by insta lling par ti ti :-Jns t ·J ma ke sm--::~ 11 
stalls Tihich '\:"Jill be c a lle d privn t o r -:n ms . 
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Medicare rules nill n:~t all:m medicare patients t:> have private 
r,:,oms. This is an::>thor oxemplo ')f the p::>Tier structure actively 
W)rking against tho p1or. 

This )2oo.ooo c::> uld be usod t1 build o new wing ::>r uard fJr 
,_.,.~elfaro and ::>thor p.nr p~:. t iCnts, 

'.i.be list 'Jf exor,lplos c Juld g:) ~)n and on. Negr:)cs (Tiho it must be 
reme ::1bered m-2lco up 90>: ::>f the p-l ::>r) havo trad1 ti::>no.lly boon kept 
::>ut Jf the higl1 paying j )bs. Negr~) O S are paid less than VJhites 
in tho same j Jbs. I was an Extonsi ;n Service employee f:) :;:· 25 
yeo.rs and l.n all that time tho n -:-,gr:~ 'J:)unty l~.gonts and Ibmc 
Dom:Jnstrati m .,.cents were pc::id less than the whites in tho same 
j .)b. 

If there nore time I c Juld gJ int :: tho C;)rrupti :m in the T!elfare 
:Jepartm:::mt, the Law :-:nf J rcomcnt Agencies, tho ::;i'ederal . .:..goncics such 
as the ··.gl .. icultural S tabilizo.ti:m and c ·:mservatiJn Service, and 
every other area ::> f the p,:,Ticr structure. 

If the Federal G0vornmcnt is sari )US in this so-called 1,:Yar .:m 
P'Jverty, Qnd if the Fe dc~al G;)vernment b::>th ~ants the benefits of 
the Poverty P.r')gram t'J rea ch tho poor and nants the poor invJlved 
in the adrninistrati )11 :l f the program, then s:::>mo very fundamental 
changes in tho povGrty guidelines will hove t ·J be made. 

If, as it is s t a ted ')n p.:1 go seven ~f tho C:nmnunity Action Pr:Jgrnm 
Guideb:Jok: 

11 Thc l::mg-rango :>b j.)C tive of every C::>mmuni ty Action Pr::;gram 
is t:> effect a p:. rmanont increase in the capacity :Jf 
ind ividuo.ls, groups, and communi ti cs afflicted by p::;verty 
t:> dea l e ffectively uith their :>Wn problems s~ the t they 
need n ::> furthe r assistance.'' 

' 
If this is true and actually tho goal Jf the Federal Government, 
then the policy must bo c bonged that all 'J\7S tho c::::>rrupt pouer 
structures tJ o.dm l nistcr tho P::::>ve!'ty Pr::,gram. 

The C:Jmmunity cti·m l?"':'Jgram -:Jrkbo:Jk in :~ecti1n III.A.2. stotca: 

•· •.• it is required that every C~ity Acti ')n .. gonoy 
give priority attonti :m t ., resident porticip.:tLm, that 
is t ;:.> increasing tho Ci:lpabili ty of the client populo.tions 
t:> gain roprcsontati ~n ond influence c ; mmunity affairs. 
This mandate bJth GXplicit in, .. "?. nd essential t .J tho 
func ti ::>ns ::::>f CAP. n 

::n Mis sis s ippi 'c have an :>utst-.~mding example :Jf a largo sc:-:> lo 
poverty pr:::>gram which meets those standaras. It is perhaps tha 
)nly proGram in the s~uth which d::>es meet these standards. It 
is me e ting these standards precisely because it is being run 
outside of the tradi ti :::>nal p::>w€3r structure. 'rl1is is tho Child 
Development Gro up of Mississippi ( or CDGM) Hcadstart. All aor::>ss 
the stDte in hundreds J f p::> or c :Jmmuni tios l :Jca l p ; or residents 
arc running their ;wn He,:!dstart centers in a program which is a 
model. ~f success., effieienoy, and :>f m.o.xinmm feasible j,nvol,-e~nt 
of tho poJr, 

Alld all :::>ver the state p:)'oer strueture backed Community· Aott.,n 
Pr:>grama are- ol.:lcking 1 attaeking, and trying to t ak e :lver CDGM 
Heads tart programs. 

* * • * * * • ~ * • 

. .. . . 
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.An 1thcr ::ay such o. pr:Jgr.:,m c ~;uld be rUn in }blm8s C: :-mnty '."I :")uld 
bo thr:Jugh the G C ;r,uluni ty Centers in the c ·:un ty 1.i1 ich serve the 
nc gr ") c ;mmunitic s (o.nd o.rc avo.ilaolo t :::> the pDr ~ :h itcs 2s ,_-!ell). 
These centers o.ro n m-pr:; fit a(~Gncics run by a nd f1:1.~ tho po:Jr. 
ThoY inv ·lvc po. rtic ipati :-:> n :-:> f ~undrcds 1 f p1:;r po:;plo every Book. 
They arc in f ~-:- ct tho l :::r r;cst a nd m~)G t effective instituti! n in 
t l1;:; c Jun ty rh ich s c:-cvcs tho roa l nc: .::.ds :J :i: tho p :; :::>r - and. tha t is 
boco.usc they ~rc :-:>pcratod by the p 1 Jr the mselve s. 

Tho H:.:•lmo s C:Junty C:>mmuni ty Con tor -- ss :Jci.:: ti :-:>n h:" s p:· opa rod a 
dr-:"ft pr:_;p:)sal fT::· ,, 0:-:>mmunity Acti')n Fl"';r_;ram in H:Jlmcs _C:mnty 
e1 nd hc s submi tto d this pr :::> p :Js <:l l t ·J the Office of "F;con)mic 
OppJrtunity's rcgLmb.l :Ji'fice in Atlanto.. :rn this drc ft prop:Jsnl 
s 1mc .tf the Jthc r n ec e ssa ry cha nge s in p:-:>vcrty guidelines ,_"Jere 
br:;ught Jut. It Y'a s suggested tha t thoro be nJ pr:::>visi:-:>ns f :H 
ind ircct clG c ti :)n s Hb ich can b o mc:u."!ipula t e d by tho p:::>Bor s true ture. 
In the c a so :::> f H.; lmos C.::JUnty it , __ •as sugge sted tha t a p3riJd :::>f 
2.b.)ut t 1n ID )nths be use d f:Jr h Jlding r!:::>rksh:>ps in every p.J ;)r 
c Jmmuni ty ar::mnd tho c ounty t ·J inf:-:>rm the p D l' pe:-:>plo :Jf the 
purp J scs e. nd }_))S sihili tics :Jf this pr:JGram, and that th0y sh::mld 
h~;vo n maj:::>r l)C:rt in the docisi:Jns in tho ':Drk. We felt that they 
c Juld n~;t into lligo ntly v :Jtc f ! r rep resent at ivos unless they h od 
S Jmc undo:cstandi:v~ J f v,,hat tho prJgrnm m:J.S t1b ::mt. Interest is vel"'J 
hig h in I-hlmcs C:::> unty. 30 c Jmi."IlUn itL..: s h ,·c1 hc:1vy turn .)uts t .J oL:ct 
r c prc: scnt:..l tivcs t ) the HJlm.:: s ~:;unty C:::>r.1munity '-.cti ·m Pr :)grnm 
.dvis ory C:Jmmittcc . Pr .·)pcj_' nttonpts t ·J lnv :!lvc tho p J :-:>r nnd pri:)r 

c ·mmuni ty Jrg~:nizati -Jn c ,-;n ensure. Lu·cc turn:::m ts and ;1mnximum 
f'vnsi;)le p8rtic .:.p,:; ti Jn :-:> f the p:"lJr';. The Off ic e :-:> f Ec:::>n:Jmic 
Opp :-:>rt un ity nee ds a vo.stly o nlorgod field sta ff, porhops drarm 
fr xu. the l :JcCJ.l pe~lplc thems elves, t :) d :J this prcporut:)ry gr ;undn:> rk • 

. :c pr:Jp:-:> scd tha t nn , .. dvisJry C) tlmittoo -,f tho P:l:Jr , cJ mp :Jsed :Jnly 
J f p:n r p:; :)plo, be f :-.>rmcd by dire ct c :Jmmun i t y o lccti ::ms T'ihich 
p··uld'·'harc autb·,rity t ; m:tkc pr'Jp:)sals t :1 the c::-Jmmunitics f:-:>r their 
uppr ·">vDl, 2nd t) the C:)mmunity ;\ctLm Pr:J g l'c.m B:::><J.rd, ·;rhich \'l) Uld 
then hElv e t ·) act t :-: nppr:::>vo :Jr reje ct them. It sh 'Juld a ls ·J havo 
C\U th ·n~i ty t 1 review policy do c is i ::ms bcf ~):..' c they ore implomcn ted;;. 

'Tho ~~dvis:;ry C:Jmmi tteo :-:> f th o PJ :Jr i7<~ s des igne d t :-:> act us a chock 
:Jn the C ~>t:Fm:1 ity ·.ct b n 7'r;gr<·n!l :JJElrd Y.'h ich rn uld be dJminated by 
tho c::Jrru:Jt p:::>~1er structurv . 1-L:·ving h .... ~d nDI 'G experience Pith th o 
J~. tl<J.ntc: : .Jffic c ::Jf O. E.O. :md h~~ vi.n r:: heard ::J f ::J thcr C:::>mmunity 
:,cti .m Pr ::Jgrams i n the de l t ;:: ( the )nc in B- -~liv Ct r C:>unty is a 
p8rticul2rly b od s1tu0 ti ~n), as well as cxporioncc ~ith Jur pJwer 
structure in the C Jtnmun it~· Lcti :m Pr :::>c;r c"m, 'c f oo l th.:-t t ht s pE1rt 
"J f the prJ p:) Sc::t l Y".'Li. S t J :J weak. 

Tho pa rt :::> f the r c c .)mmondc. tLm that gives the ~'.dvis J r.v C:)r-"mittco 
:Jf the P ;Jr auth.)rit:r t J rcc Jmmenc1 pr .)p:Jso.ls t .~ the CJ llJT':;Jn:tios 
_Jr the C:-:>m ·m n i ty .Ac ti m Pr :Jgr.:1m )3 ·Jord is ~s till dosira olo . T'-t is 
f :;:;,"ce s the b ~ nd ,; f the C ~Jmmun ity J.\ct i:m Pr ·)grzun :3:::> <.U'd t ' ::r. ct 
publioly t .) r o j oct pr ·grc.ms :) f the p :n r o nd '.!ill f Jrcc thorn t :1 have 
s ;und roL',s::m s f :)r d ; i.r:c; s :"> . i3ut i .' c fool lD' •. ' thJ t the Advis :Jry 
c ~)[llffii ttCG :Jf thO pI ) l' S!'nUld h2 V (, V8t ) P')~X;l' ,! VOI' prJp:JSO.lS :Jf the 
3 .J2rd s .J that it c ::-, 11nYt cosily ,implement pr:Jg r o.ms r.rh ich arc 
dc si~ned t 1 help th0 ric h ~r buy ::Jff tho p~)r, 

i"Jc soc the nocossi ty :>f t '; is vc t 'J p :::n1or in the fact that tho 
_-. tlontn rogi :m c:1 l O. E .O, >f fi cc h..:~ s i f]l:-)rod significant pr :::> t c sts 
f rJm p:-:>:Jr po:Jplo in KJlm0s C:-)unty and has c ::nfer:rcd with tho .rnwer 
s true turo and acted . in such a ma nner as t ·) supp:Jrt unfair 
pr:1 cticc.s by the C·; mmun ity .Lcti ; n Pr·)gram Organizing C:-J ·Jraitteo_, 
c ~·ntr :)llod by tho p :::>wor structure. 

. ' 
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-.xhibi ts B - F a tte1ched t ·, tho c ; pi.::.s :>f t h is sp:;c ch f :)r 
distributi ::m t :; the G:)vornmcnt, the Pross, Citizens CrusDdo . Lguinst 
Pov e rty, ond :) th crs, u.rc .J fo w examples :) f the s c :>re s -)f 18 ttors 
<~ nd p:; titi :>ns c ~nto.ining hundreds ; f sj_ gnn turcs :J f p:> :J l..; H:Jlmcs 
C:)untians pr ·Jt c st ing the s p3o d 'J f tho o l oc ti :ms in H:Jlmes C) unty 
and the f o.ct that the lJ'J,-·e r s tructure \ .' -='.S n 1 t rrllling t 'J t ake the 
ti Li1C t : h )ld the n :..: cessary \"l! r l\: sh ·;ps t :) oxpl ::1 in the pr:)gr cm bofJ::'e 
c l c cti :Jns. 

1-.s f ::t r as 1 'C c o.n de tcrmino , ··· nly t w·) :) f a ll t h ')Se lGttors nd 
pc t i ti :>ns uc r c ans 11cr c d. Th 'sc o..nsuors wore p!li to, mc ... 1nin r~los s, 
,1nd shJwcd CHilplotc unc ~mcorn on tho purt :)f tho rogi ·)n.Jl ] ffico r 
f ~~ the pr) bl c ms v~ icod by tho p ,Jr. 

Exhibits B Gnd C r c ise fund::1mental .Jnd det~d. lod ouesti ms which 
the C.,mmunity Center cmd the H-Jlme s ·C:JUnty F :eed ...:::m Dem:)crutic 
P.:-.rty thJught must be cnswcred before tho po:Jplo in . the LC;:>mmuni ty 
c •uld understand the pr:J (!;t'.:lm \loll e lDUGh t ..., h )ld- elect t · .. ns. Tho 
..:1. tlanta r cgi:m<:1 l ~J ffico ::>f 0 . E . 0. did n ::1 t c v en h ovq tho c; urtosy 
t .) reply, t J.1 ) uc;h b :J th l e ttcrs 11cro s on t \'lOll bcf"Jre · th e d2 t e Jf 
the c l e e ti ~ns. 

If tho S::1u the rn ~iq:; i Jn £11 Offi c o i -: g :) ing t ) bac 1:~ up the c Jrrupt 
p::1wcr structures, th9n it is ubs )luto ly necessary that \".'G hav e 
new gu ide lines that s J vo r cly limit the n bility .Jf the p ::1r.ur 
structure t J subvel' t t;1c g :).J.ls J f t his P:worty '~Tar . 

An:_)thor r oo.s 1n th~ t tho Advis ~Y CJmmi ttec 1f tho P 1Jr must havo 
ve t .) ) :J.:' Gr i s tho t t he pJrt:r s tructure , n e t be ing p :) :Jr cunnJ t see 
the pr ::1 blems ::; f the.:; p J or b -:c a usc they d :-• n~ t li v c the life "J f tho 
p .n r. They c nnn:; t soc past t heir v ested inter e sts. 

Tho pr:Jp:)so.ls J ffc r c d the p :J :)r .)f Iblm::- s C11;nty by th o p::1r.o r 
s tructure in the M.-~ rch 7th mass r.1oc t in r~ i n tho Il: lm;: s C::mnty C;urt 
}h usc wore either designed t J help the s m:.:!ll Ti hi·~c busincssr:l~• n 
(a nd thero f .1r e the Tih :: lc wi1i to bus inoss c :~ :nmun i ty), J r t J buy ) ff 
ncgr J disc m to nt by ·)f fc rin r.; froo c .Jtmn;,ld i tic s cmd insignifica nt 
m<.~ko -vnrk j .)bs f0r s ' rrlG t eenagers . 

Ludios end Ge ntlemen , so;; "1C the po Jplc i n Iblm:: s C::1unty or o p J .Jr. 
The few Small J usinoss ~~d;nini s tru ti:m l :;.:.:. ns JffEJro d under· tho 
Smo. ll Bus ines s Ldm:Lnistr..:. ti "'r: Pr::J c;ram J f fc rod us can Jnly help a 
very t i ny n umbe r :::- f ')C.Jpl c . This pr :--> p:Js<:l l ua s n ·)t a j ')ko . It 
Wt.l S an insult. 

_'\.nd JUr kindly mastc :cs h ~-! d a fl'CO f') :Jd pr ogr a m f :;r us ~- -~ rlccrs t J 
ke ep us C\ li v c t ) -r.' Tl~ :.m tho ir plo. n t 8 ti '-ns :J r t .1 lcoop u s fr ~~m 
ge tting vi :J lontly hunc ry . t ·;c a lre ady h :w o t1:1) c :)mmJ d. tt~' pr:)r:r :-.ms 
1pe r a ting i n the sta te . Onc e ~o c~ t t his fre e f~ Jd ~c =r o still 
p J~r. ~o c ~nn~ t be b Jught s 1 cJsily . 

Then :ur te i nd ly :Jld :nc:.s t ors pl ~mne d o No. t i. ·me. l Y'Ju th C:1rps Pr Jp.r .::tm 
t > buy :Jff n f e w t eon.: gcrs . ,._'h :· t <:1 tnut tho t lnusands :;f h eeds ::1 f 
f .Jmilio s wln nood j )bG - g' )d _p2;yj_ng ,j )bs s ·--. the y c on supp:Jrt 
the ir famili e s in di:snity ? ~bo. t oJ wo h o.vc f r :)m :J l.Ji k i ndly masters 
f :Jr· them? hl thing ! 

Our k indly ma ste rs ha d bettor understand the t we d ::1 ·n J t ~ont 
ch.:. ri ty. ·--e mm t j ·,~J s , L .nd , ,md dic nity . 

Tho I-b lm..; s C::1 un ty C::11nmuni ty C::ntor dr:J.ft pr :J p :Jsa l (at t : chod D B 
exhibit A} Ge t s ri ght t : tho hea r t Jf the issue . Our kindly 
m:::.stc rs soy '. o need ...:: duca ti·m ( and blam£ us b ecause the y d i d n :) t 
pr~vid o · it in tho p3st ). But p::1vcrty is de fined by inc ·Jmo. 
1"'hcrc f :Jr o inc Jmo is tho fL:st a nd m:Jst i mp:J r t ant pr:Jblom. rrc n:: od 
jJbs fir s t nnd oduc o. ti ~n so c ~nd. 
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Tho sto.tc :)f tho pu~)lic rJ :_)rks in c.ll Mississippi c ::mntio s is 
sc3 rccly be tte r tha n the public TI~ rks i n the r~st Jf the n~ti Jn 
50 years ag~ . The r~ads n r o a d isGr~c c , usunlly gravel instea d 
~f black t Jp in the nsgrJ s oc ti~ns. The h ~usc s nr c u~rso than 
b.Jrns, m~J st wi t h :::JU t runnin c~ rn tor ::J r ind Y) r plumbing. Surl i t a ti Jn 
f o.cilitL .s e.ro pcimitivo .) r n :m-cxistcnt. The sch~')ls f ')r ncgr~os 
_a_n_d 17l1itcs ..) ffcr th·J l ')wost n..uality ;: du co. ti ::: r! in tho natiJn. Tho 
medical f acilities in tho c Juntic s aro s :J inc..dcquato tha t po')plo 
hiJ.VC t ')· travol l ·:nc; Cl.isto.ncos, ::Jfton YJhilo dosporatoly sic lc ~r 
injured, t~ .r::;ct prJpc r trcntmcnt. 

Po 1plc c.:> uld be put t :) w~l~k r ebuildinG t he public facili tic s ~f 
th e state . Tho. t is the first way t J st ") p them fr::>m being p"J~r . 
There are j :; bs th..:< t need t :J b o d 1no . Tho p~).)r sh :mld bo d ') ing 
th.JSO j::>bs. 

';1i mc d.Jo s n~ t ncrmi t me t ; g :~ thr ')Ugh :)ur r1h::>lo drnft pr.Jp:Jsa 1. 
Dut r,;o present"' it .:: s a draft pr:>p~sal ::>f p ·:nr pe ')plc t :1 s ')lvo 
t ho ir :)'1711 ;Pr:)'b l ums . 

Time is runninG :>ut f ::>:: tho p) .Jr pc :> plo in Mississippi. They 
"'~Nill n ~ t much l ':in t;Dr "ltand idly by and be starved ')Ut :>f tho state. 

The Offic e 'J f Er~.Jn1mic Opp Jrtunity h ad oc t t c r undorstond - and 
undorst.:;nd t '1is clc<~. rly - tho t r'c P ill n ·; t o. ll 'Ji7 tho P .Jv urty war 
t .) r:, .) IT )ng c ··:c rJ i ll d:) who t ov c r i s nccc ssor y t ') s ee tho t the 
c ~rrupt p.Jwor structure d:>c s n~ t U8G this p ~vcrty t~ fur the r 
enslavG us. 
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~fir s . Daisy Lew is, Dirc ct ~r 
H)lmo s C::mnty C Jm~mni ty Cantor 
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