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CCNPUIBtmAL 
fDS't lliWT 
roa DISCUSSION ONLY 

Wo ~ow iDAltan&blo rtahu N Ute, Uberty &rid the pcrwit of 

ban1Mit. We C"-1: to ._.h.t.oct«) co nU.. th.e. pled&e whtch vu Nd:e- 1ft the 

Deduat:toa of lDcSapond&nce aM hal c-.. bee:ft die.booore4 for &J..o.at tliiO ~4 

,., ...... 
itV'Oll u the touocUtlijJ tathou aeiCl"tod tho fund.aaenul rigbea of all sen. 

tbore Wlllft -.ay a.oaa th• vbo CNt'llld •1•"'" and cbe black ~ a.od Wme.l'l: who 

ba4 U~ t o lce:du, vcrc &.,l.,.S a Qs;radod ae&tuli bf • revolut.:loo&ry 

conttituttoa. Tb.t• aon..troua conttadic:c:toa batwoon tba Amorlea.n ido&l Qd 

ra&Uf;J pe_~litt.l to tbh D::IIIIC.Ct, After nearly tvo eenturtee of oppresdon &ad 

t.oxror and a c.tvU VAl' eho nedon hal onl)' l'llCOntly begun to guaraatee Megroe.e 

oquaUty bt.fora tho hv and it ttill autp the great maaa of black people co 

aecond c.lan oconom.tc &l)d. IOC11-l ct~ ~o:o.IOblp. 

In juat nine yoar•, thll oou~cry wtll mark the aeeond continary o£ it's 

Do.olarat:too of lndQpandenc.• • lUll Nor-oe1 be able co colabr.ato? 

What h tho r:f.aht to Uva of black ehildcon vhO ar.o born to bo hungry 

t.nd whooo very lldnda and eplr1.tl ar• uiruod by eM aavage conditi(ln.t (If tl\Qir 

u:tetGnco1 Vba.t io it tbat tM yO\InQ pooplo tn the ettceta have a right to-

a lila of un~~~~ploJMnt anct low pay wl\on thotCI ie WOI:'k1 

l.n n1nti you• will t.ho rt.al\t to Uborcy for the black man lllainly mean 

porl.o41~ chooM tr .. - pol1t1c.Uno vM rill do ao<hlogt 

Tw ..-..d ,...,. after tloe Docluat1oo of lacl4pc- vtU tho ri3l>t 

to the pureuit ot bapptneu .c-.k ella -jcrit.y of Gagroea locl:ed up in an 

.-. -..,14 of -"7• Jobleo-u and -1-1 



.. . 

n. .....,.., eoo aU of c:!leM qaut.lOM &re cl.r. tt c.U ~ GVtz".a.pgu 

t::rftiiU ooots-, U. •Jortc;, of bledl - 1M. ..eQ i.D U. VnJ.t .. State-1 111tll, 

to tho ,...., 1976, bo 0711..-ttcaUr dqch..S of rOAllr _.,.M po .... tco of 

thoM t.naltanabla right• of all •n wh1c.h ware tol~ly procUt..od tn tn6. 

lo ~ 6o not coee bere to ulc: far cb&rtty. We cS_.nd juntce. lt t ook 

America nMdy two ~nturiel to beatn t.o v.:nder1U.nd that aU Mn are not created 

equd M 101\1 •• tJegroe• are d.anled tho rS.a.bt t.o vou, acco11 to publle aeCOI:IIIIO­

datJ.OM e.nd fnnd•eenu' equallty ~for. the lav. It c.a.tllnOC t&k.e ewo amt cantvn .. 

t~ it to OCC'Ur' to th.f• C1010Dit:r'7 tba.t cMn ta oo r .. l rtaM co l.H•• Ubuty Qd 

tht p\ll'lv..lt ot bappt.aeaa fcx- people co ' lllo4 by thl acddilnt of thd.r birth to an 

exltblnet o f hered!ury eOCJQCICc &ad toeJ&l. Ctery. for U t.IUt 10'11 oa a::cb 

l'"'&M', ~ca vt.U bUr it:Mlt apart. 

1 

1"hentan. • Ul:lud aQ eCCIOCIM.o ud tocial ::.:111 of ~pu. 

We lpMk u bl.uk - &D4 --.n oo ~f o f bled •n an4 ...a. ic:t the 

rtpu wtddl we imi:Ut ttpOO do OQt apply only t.0 our oem P*OPl•• Tbey ar-e, aa 

th.lt nation Me pt-odeir.eJ, but not prac.Uc.U~ tho rc-Sr.c.lflll for C\10 uoturi.o}e, 

t~ rS&ht• of all men~ 

Thlt ntll of !conom.ic: a.nd Social R18,i1t1 thould prochlllu 

-rho ii&ht of •YerY a.ployatLo eitlzeo to a d4c~nt Job. 

Aecordt.ag co the ofttC.Ul tUthtic.l, lilelfO UDI'IIplO)'Mnt 11 twice t!:at 

of tllhttu. 'kt aot'I!D thue IC.IDISal-.. ftpru profOUD4ly wdartt.ata the t4juu:tee. 

Ac-01 .., tloo "Sal>-::.P~< 10IIa" of doe Dopu- of ~ (-.J> t&Uo 

ta ~ .. t~. part U.. _,.,~t, tU ....e.r ot people :!d:YS:a GGt: of 

the labor Mt'Ut and cha YUt atalbc Of l'i$C'OII ••• ..rf u:liU.nce 1t DOt 

r.portM La tbl offtc1Al ltAt1ettu) there u. sMtt.oea tn the Untl.ld Staco.l \dtb 

eub-o~~~plo,..nt ratot r•nstna llot'WMn 30"1 an~ .SOl. \11 4o not, thuofore, p-ropo•• 

the soverr-nt:al creation of dueS-oM jott.t but a Mt1Dnll reepcnatl411t-y to 
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fii'0'¥1 .. .aft foe .u. A.a tllree JTuf' ,., c.-iut_. (eM ec-t•a:too oo 

T..-s.o.,, • rtae ud &eoao.lc rro.n- to 1966; tM -...u boue coafC'8Dc:e, 

"to P\alfill n.... ti!lbU*, 1a 1M6; OD4 tho •u-t ~ - ..... OD Pood 

oad Pi._ in 1967) ODd tho ~ .... on lAW OD4 I'QbU.c VaUuo of t1>o lhdte4 

Sut.et Senate ha~ all r•pOr:tH, tNre are UtorallJ ldlUona ot e«attve, publf.c 

HC'Vtoe Job• vtdeh could be opeaed up for tM poor at 1 atntmal eott ao4 tn lhCJr't 

ord.lr. hte are not Mb-wor-11 -.plo,..ntt1 ~Y ar• nw earMn. 

*1'be rtcht of evuy cttJ Mn to a atm... toe; ... 

41.oat ball of ~ poor to MM-tea• both btac.k and whlu , an de.Mr coo 

,.,..... too old Ol" too baod.tc:.ppe.d to VOC'k. Tbe.tr DMd• an "WC'Mdly atte::odad 

to by a ,.tdwork of u~tetly tn&d&q:UIIU aDd diacrl.a1(iltorJ pr'OP'-. ltl June of 

196,, tM C:O.IDCU of~-· Adviaoro bu ....,......s 26 ailll.., I*'Pl• dafioed aa 

- 117 tho •~ ·~ -. not ro-rtoa ..,., aid ...s.r ,..t.Uc un-. 

-,. .- woro u.s atllton chU-. ,..., tho rr.a...,t ooc.4 lut ~. f.a 18 

tC.U.I a f.U7 of 4 ta M4PC_, to ~ foe a -th on $4S.OO a pcnoa • or Uu. 

~. theM pal.ay prosr'_, ue f'II&'U.lady adllll.nUtei'M ~a -.u of 

t..;& Uatt,., h.ar.atul regulation~. The CODCt.r'D of white •ncana tor the ~b-

1MI of tl\e Mlpo family would be 10111..t\at *" cCJ~~Fe1111\1 U the .... uuo l.ave 

in 111&1'\7 natet <ltd not pt'<laK>t6 .. paratton and dtvorco by denyt.na children aid 

10 lone •• there ie a mala tn t~ houae. 

Howwr, 111 ur"Pfll a para.nto" incoM,.. ••t t~~~phattcally 4o not betteve, 

u ...e CiOft.Mr"'ft.tw ~u of th. 14M do, ~t te vUl be a wbetit:ate far 

the tatt.r• wl.tm:. acau. n. "tacll &:ad *!C. poor.,.. M.tlderrt both to peramet 

an4 ta eoctal ~ u &D UCOM to tOC'pC: all tbue ~ bllic prWleae. It 

t• oae el~t ta an ee~c ..S eoctal aut of upu and ot.hlr ~· are: JuK 

._. ~t. Moreowr, tha lC'Y'al of a puaat.Md tncc.e eboould be tixad. •• to 

automatically taCt"u.e atona \f'lth the COlt of U.vt.na and the rhe in the Groll 

Natlonal Product. Only ta th11 'W)" Cl&1l tboH who an axclu~ froa the labor 

-.n.et throuah no fault of thek ovn pard.cf.p&a. ln the beMttu of an ecoooadc 
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progreu vb:teh :l.a achieved more and more through direct soo1eta1 t$U1<L'tl\ec and 

intervention and vhich should, therefore, be shared socially. 

*The righe of a decent hou66 and the EN• choice of ndghborhood. 

Throughout the poat ... war poti.oct, tM aublidiot b&l\4(1d out to tbo pr~ .. 

nat ely white adddle clasa end rich have bee.n C~Uch larger, tnd much more diacrete, 

than thoso etven to the pOOr, both black and white. Pedarally subsidized credit 

built subu~bla and P~d~ally aupported roads provided access to it. Tax dollsra 

were l"vished on the civic plans of dO\w'Tttown depar ted stores, office buildints 

ancS bahk:s a.nd tha poor poople, usually Negro, who were. dis-plo.olld in the proccas 

ware. tho. victim.s of this discriminatory 11progress11
• Keaowhile, the poor received 

~ hiahly Viatble, socially disastrous pittanco in the fo~ o£ boustoa projocto. 

In 1966, the W\\:LU llouse cooforc,nco on C1vil Kightu proet.U1110--d tt'.ac the n::~.tton 

must produce 500,000 urUta of low eost houllns .11 yea.r. In 1967, tt 18 doubtful 

tb4t lot of that fi~e. were actually construct ed. 

There ~t, th<:n, bo a Sp$e1fie tuscte-<1 plan !or the eU~oat1on of t1.ll tl\e 

slums in t he United S~tea wtth1n the next. 10 ~ara. tn 1947, Prestdene Harry s . 

Trum.ao proposod that the Congress allocate 3~ of the G:oss Uational PrOduct t o 

the ~oonttruetion of Europe ·throuah the Marshall Plan. In 1968, the President 

should urga a similar coecdtmcnt for the! r-eeOMtNctlon ot the On:tted States. 

*The right t o an adequate education. 

What constitutes an adQquate educaticm varies according to ti~ and pl•c:e. 

A generation ago, SCII:la. high sC-hool edue:ati)n qunlifted a young person to competa 

in the j ob mat'k.et when vork was available. Today, most e~erta believ• that a 

studeoto requtred t<.JOlve y&are of training in order to be prepared t.o a. place in 

an automattna eoe1cty. At the e.ame time, Negro schools are regul4rly ao inferior 

t hat a good portio n of the .otuclc:.nta a.ro not even t4utht the .,.,lc cducationd 

skilte and t herefore beoo:ne bored, resentful and clrcp out at the first opportunit:y. 

Aeeordtns to the 1967 Mclnpwor Report of tho Ot\pa.rtment of Labor, even those biack 

yOuth 'Who are determined enough to finish twelve gr-4des M:ve of ten, only 

receive~ insttuetion up t o an eighth grade level in crucial subjects. Onl y out ­

and-out r~etots beliovo that this tragedy i s a consequence of inherent defici~cy 
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on the p~rt o f the chil d; everyone else, ind uding t he President SDd most of the 

COngr"Cu, have been ahown tbat it ia n function of the i nherent deficic.ncios of 

the acllool ayste.'!l and the general aocial and e conomic indign1t1ct tmpoao4 upon 

the- shetto it-self. So f1rot of all, there must be a massive effort t o upgrade 

the. education avaiUblo to tSle black and wtdto poor 

au_t ao.condly, 4veo t!\o moot talented And amh1t 1oue poot: cl\ildren are often 

denied the chance to take advantages o f t he inadequate edueationaJ opportunities 

offered to t hem. Their fandl y is not econocdcally able t o take t ho responsibility 

t o allow them t o oontinuo their .schooling avon were that pOUiblo. Therefore, 

tMrc muot be a pcacetlrno "GI UILL" fo t: tOO yout~g men and -women of this eount:ry. 

When, in t he aftermath of World War II, thia ooeiety paid veterans to go to 

eehool, it ~Mdc one of the tDO&t irt~agiw:;~tive, and profitable, aoetal investments 

tn the h.btory of the On1t.ed Staus, this preccdc.mt shoul<i now be J1Ut to 

peacetioe use. 

*The rtsht tc particlpa te in tbe decision making pr ocess. 

At evory poi nt at which the. s ociety intervenes t o improve the life of 

the eitizon .. in education. the labor oarkGt, income mainte.n.ancc. and tbe like­

the people must not be b:'eated aa the obj<l.cts of dcc.hions osde on high. 

Thcrefo~, it ~ot be a requirement of Federal legislation in eacb one of tr~se 

are:1a that the peopl4 affcctod by a pto8J:#I be # ttuud a et4tut(lr')' rteh.t to play 

a signi-ficant role in how it: #ball be dist.gncd 1\Qd ad=tnistered. (decision 

!Mk.itliJ maans political action and voting pr o tection) 

~ 't'iSht to the. tU-11 t>Gncfito of modern science in health. ear.. 

It is an abiding s candal of AmcrlGan society th~t infant morality and 

lifo- expoeuney vary accor ding to social class-and that the babi'Ot ot tho 

black and .white poor die at brith more oft en than t hose of any other &rOUP 

and thAt thoec 'Who survive still loolt f orward to a t:r'U:tcated life span . 

Me41care has prov.:d an enortnOu.t ben.1fit t o those over 6S year a of age . 
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t.t tbe country b&e J"C't to .naorJ OO"'a"a,o• to .UUeo.t of othce wbD tS.t;u tt1 y 

..t tc.. r:..,. cara, -.,.., &ad dd.14 to .-.r-tca lllloulcS be ~ -.Heal 

........ tho IOC1&l .....n.,. oyo-. 

Wltbouc: theM r1.ghu, neitbu t.be blaek and ""-tt.e pOOl', and ewa IOCie wbo 

u-. not pOOr, e.at1 raally poiMII tbe tnallooal>lo rt~ea t o Ufo, Uberty and 

tl~ pur~it ot happtneu. With the .. rl&ht.e• the Unttad St.1t11 eould, by tho 

twO hund.reth -.nntvorta.:ry of tu Doclaratlon of tnd•.,_ncS..-.c., U'k.e cf.ant atepl 

~aN• t'64eom.S.t\a the ,\me:rlcan ....... 

1l 

W. vtU be told chat d'lue 11 DOt .ouah _.,. CO eattafy IUC.b T'U-t'Ue!'t!«c 

....We becauae of the WU' in VUt ,__ 

And Will reply that our nAU.OnAl pt"iO&"iU.I are cU.aut:I'OU.ely conf!Miod vbeo we 

.,.,.S .n c:ban '30 blllloo a ,.... upoo a tzoaa-tc, dt:tt:Ntd vre wu 1A $outbeut. 

Aala and cut. back OQ the propw -..hieb -.t vltb the .a butc ~t1ees ot: 

-...tea lt.M-lt. lD. t&l"U of quant..tut.S.w e&leulatior.• thta C10YDCr7 b itdee'!J 

r:lc.h ~ to tfJfu: me W'l'CJQI ~ io Yloc. - ud De r~t war 1D tbe sluaa; 

but tn teru or buY.A retOIJl:CU, .S.t.ndnat.ioa a.ruS poUt1cal .ood ve have bceft 

euld1ly Ktrat.tina on tho demtltf.c front wt.\Uo tM war ln Vtot N• ••ealates. 

Thorotoro, in tha o.uac ot 1\narlca'• crytna need• •• Will u in tM nao:ao of 

wod4 r••oe I we ••Y: Stop th1.1 \ilU I 

..._t wen U tho so;:uwt per.teu tn ttt: policy in Ybt ND, chat U 

DO n&Md .t\7 ct. ~tack aDI4 Vbtt. ~ lbould bur the •ltl buir4M of that cnpc: 

coa.k:Uc.t. We ~for. ch&l~ the ~ Milt eM CDarcN•• a. aet DOIIil :md. 

at aac.- DD • tulbtt of De&.Wt"U fttcb ue eo ....,c 1A NOpe u to be oaly the 

-.ron Mclnaia; o! Ul a-pproac.'!\ to the .... atve p..'""'b.l-.1 ve baWl 6afifted,..bcc vbich 

VOo\llct at taut re;;t'O:tont • •"P tn the rt;ht cU.r-.et!Dn. lf tbe Pr:ee14ont a.o4 dlO 
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COt'll$NS8-and the Pres.tdential candidates o f the opp<lltf.tion and the o;>position 

1taclt-refu..e thette de!!'l3nds, bla(k nnd white poeple will kncJw t hat t.hay do eo, 

not boeau.e tbcy have to nor even in the light of their mtsau-f.ded com:rl.tment 

in Viet Ham, but because they aro uturly callous t o the e-ufiortna 11.1\d Gtiaery 

of tena of millions of Ameri~s, both black- and white, 

1 . Acceptance on princhlo of the ceonomlc and aoetd Bill of :.tights. 

2. Immediate repeal of the vicious 1967 amendment t o the social security 
law ar bitrarily restricting t he m.:a:aber of childr!Qt\ ~ can rocoivc 
federal ald. 

3. Passage of a.n &oorgency employment Act of tho type Rppr<~ved by tho 
Senate C~ttcc on Labor •M Public WeUarc in 1967 and appropri~tf.ons ·· ··r. 
to cover the. creation of 2.501 000 new career jobs i n health, public 
safety, education, recreation, streets, pa.r~s and munici~al ma!nter~oce, 
housing and neighborhood improvement, conservation and rural devel~t, 
beautification and other field# of hum4ul bettement a."\4 pu.blie impt"'ve-
ment during 1969. 

4 . Instructto!"'& to the Secretary of L..'lbor uking the Sub- E=pl oymeot lndex, 
which give a a much truer picture of the plight of the poor~ a regularly 
mont hly Statistic publiohed by the government. 

s . B:•naton of t.h.o "t\lrfllc.ey" houstns program now being besun tn M;tads .. 
sippi to di8t\dvantaged commn!ties throughout t he nadon and provision 
that t.l\C project be directed to people. of incomes l eas t han $3, 000 lil 

year. 

6. Providon of pbnnins funds fo:r an itm:IC.dlab3 bocinnin& of '-'Wk on a 
rac.ially and socially tnteerat.cd lllOdC-l city for 250,000 eithCfl$ And o 
commitment t o build such a city, with requiatee federal s~sidiee, &I qu 
quickly •• pos•ible. 

These demands are minimal and t hey can be satisfied even witin the prcaene 
conservative conto.rt of the Congress and undor cooditioos of a tragic land war 
in Asia. They represent only a very first, tcntotivo movo toward gu&rantcoing 
t hs poor, both black and white, those inalienabl e r ights to life, liberty and 
the- \)ut'8U1t: of 1\app1oon vhich were proclaimed for all men by t his naeion almost 
~·o hundred years ago. 

tf tl).e 1!nitcd St!).tco ¢aruu>t act, and act now, on eueb an taned!ate prosrrun, 
it will be announetns t hat tee. own Decl.ttation Of Independence i .s a li1!:. 
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