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' Ksren Mulloy, esrdio-pulmopary technicisn A :
r "iners ssked Rasmssen to speak on bleck lung, But he Bad trovbk

spezking to union locals because the natkonal vnicn objacted.

"There's a tremandous volume of people hera. People come in
pull out papers apd he'll gake the time to go over thes, He's not {1xke
g regular doector. I can't imagine a reguler doctor 1ike him,

W"Miners fael at ease with him.,s . oJ

"His main vork iz here on the local level and being aceessible to
pecgls, : ; -
1 wother doctors findings ard based on low purbers 1tke 25 riners,
¥is studies have been based on mere than 300 miners, He says, '"Someday
1111 win over them by shesr volume.'" :

His father is a vet., OCtudled sheep killed by Dupway

Hasmusgen hae received the Frasident's Citation' of the An
Public Health Asen for his tlack lung efforts, oLr It
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Mike Trbovich, 50 yeers old, 2% years in mires sipce 1940, snant 4 yrs
in the service

"T'm not poing to quit the mipes until union problems are settled,
IT I gquit I would be giving up ny membership,

"] was Jock's campaigh manager and sfier he wds killed Virers For
Demeoecracy was formed,

uThe unicn tries to discoruaee people from cowring here,

"Rasmyuseen hasput a lot of pressure on the unlon for fumbling on
tlack lunhg and he's put pressure on the Soclal Sacurdty Admiristraticn,

"All the miners in the area know Hasmissen. If the unieon trics
anything llke shutting him out of the hospital, the mirers would close up
the mines, .
"The UMW oririnally opposed seme of the compensation 4in the
black lung law, Vhy would our own leadership be against btlack 1''nr hen=f£1
1 don't know. _ '

"You have & few represantatives in povernmant whd are interested
in the coai miner:s. '

"The companies ki1l and waim coal miners then throw then on the
refuse pile, like & machine when it's worn out,!

Resmissen home gpuarded by two Gez::ran Shepardsy carried 38 briefly
af' ~r Yablonski was murdered,

"The coal companies! troubles are just btepinring. They <~an scera olde
people but younger people won't buckle vndesr, They won't stand for 1t,0

Black Lung Flues, by Mike Paxton, ¢. Fayette VFusic Co.
I went to see ny deoctor 'cause I couldn't gat my breath
He saild, boy, you got something covlid well mean vour death

Pneumoconiosis,, BPlack Lung Blues : '

You get the one, pgef the othery either way yon lese,
I've always been & miner, breathed coal dust all my life
Toc ¢ld to learn a new frade, what can I tell my wiffe

(chorus) 1 ;

T111 tell nobody nothin, I'1l just keep working on.

!h? tid; need all their schoolin before I's dead and gone.
5 ; (.
-mo=-con-1-os8is
+1'31 lay down my p

black lung blues
iek end shovel, lose those black lung tlues,

N l ;E T get up to heaver 3t Peter goins to eor '
Egén I gcll. im the reasson #hxa_pgdr boy hadyto dle,
. . i . v = 'i-: 'E—-;E:I’E { lrr-":':ffELJ = i i -:
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Aroold Miller, director, Black lLung Assn,

"Dr. Faspussen is ons of the foremoat men in hig fisld and
one of the best man T know. Not many in the medical field want to
tackle him,

"The miners will support him in anything he wants to do.

If be wants to run for any peolitical office, the rirers would vote for him,

"I have to give Dr. Buff credit for his zarly work, It's hard
petting factual evidence to miners,

“"The doctors pot started b{ helding small ralliea, Some peorple
would cowe and then ro ocut snd tell the world, When the dactars
cem@ back for snother rally if there had been 100 before, thers would
row be 500 in the audlence, Miners slways have had s 10% of respact
for profesgional pecple,

"The first rally I went tc about 200 attended, Dr, ®uff was the
first to speak. He ctarted by saying, 'All of you have black lung and
all of you ars goine to diz from 1t.' "Then he pausad and waitsd “o-
ithe miners te react. Most of the miners there had been workine in the
mines at least 20 years szo they had to have tlack lunp.

"Buff was good at inciting the crowds,"

Dre. 1.E. Buff

"Twanty years age we wvere doinr a study of beoctars, Th ceal pirerc
we found bectors in 90F of those who hsd worlked mere than one year in
the mines, meaning that they had scme lung demape. We followed thase peepls
and in 10 years they had developed full blewn czses of black lune.

From this we wondered why so wany lung cases in the Charleston hozpital

among cozl niners, Then wa found out that WO to SC8 ¢f the coal miners

who enetered the heospital, we could detect black lung which meant we had
pany more cases,

"In the last 10 years due to mechsnization the situation gzot wvorse,
Thezz people were getting disabled at 40 to 50 years of age, some of them
with young children were being thrown on the relief roles, They conld
get no pension until they were 5 and by that time they may te dead,
Families most need money when the man is 39 to 55 years old.

“p review of compensation boards of coal mining states showed that
no cne paid black lung benefits except Penrnsylvania which =tarted in 1946,
The bad thing was that industry dldpn*'t pay this compensation.

"In West Virginia, Yentucky and Tennessee the compensaticn laws
are worthless."

Said that when miners do pet benefits all too often lawyers get
a big chunk of it. One widow got @& 830 2 month compensation and lawyer
got 97 of that each month, he said.

"The first meeting on black lung was held in (Beckwith?) ' Vi-ei ia.
Approximately a hundred miners were there, Then sope disarledminers
invited me to come to Clifftop, W Va. 1 got afermal invitation Irom
the union this was in 1968 before the Farmington walk-out,

T've been speaking every weeksnd since then, sttending about twe meetings
a week."

Estimates he's spoken to 40,000 miners and their wives.

"Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois;
I've spoken in all those states.

"] don't have eny tronble getting invitations but T've had
trouble speaking. Gchools have done all klnds of things , turn on the
heat in the summer, turn off the heat in winter, lock the bathrooms.
We've had to meet cutside. We haed shol guns at us in Bie Stone Gap, V.
Police with shot gvns dispersed the crowd, That was only 6 months ago
tut it was the same as the conmpary cops in the 1920s, The cosl operators
hisve gotten the schonli to keep us dut,

In Flat Fork tha gym was locked aﬁﬂe%hintﬂﬂgﬁadrﬁhrvsnx
The supa%intendent ﬁéidyﬁé knswgnothing of the meeting but it had been

in the paper and on wedlo, 7 teld a store propristor that televicion was
comimg from Lexinetsr £/ "7 tha Lima ] got bank the doors wrre cpeh.
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Dr. I. E. Buff bornk raised {n Charlestch, medical sck ‘or |
i nin Neof, Ky., the school sent us B Do e it Morean tovn

which no one could get to, They finally let us have s downstairs room,

"The coal operaters act 1ike little children.®

Buff travels in Datsun stztion wagon, lounded with his own
sound system plus slideprojector, slides, cﬁarts, phoetographs, and
lunge with the disease,

"T have x~rays mnd T show how dust shows up and why you can't
find black lung through x»-rays. And 1 demonstrate the breathing test
end shew why its worthless,

"I tell miners that there's no treatment for black lung, they
can't stog it. They canr only get thelr benefite and try to enioy the
rest of their 1life, T tell them if they have any children workineg in the
mines they should get them out or they'll die tec,

"y first thought 1t wounld be difficult to do this but it works
pretty well."

"Thay would never give us a sehool in Whites*urg or Jenkins, Ky.,
or Wise, Eig Stone Cap amd Lebanon in Virginia, In Hyden, Ky., they
gave us a school and then locked us out, 1In Payneville, ﬁy. they
gave us & school and then locked us ovt. ZKentucky is terrible,

"The coal operators said 3 per cent of the miners have black lune,
7,000 miners at most. Congress believed them and passed the law,

Fut 300,000 piners have black lung and 1t would cost $650 million a year
to give everyvone the benfits they're entitled to.

’ "There's only one way to dle the preoblem. And that's to
tax céal $1 a ton and glve the money to Boelal Security for black lung
benefits, Put then gquestions would be raissd about the 40 cents a2 ten
that goes into the union's welfare fund. That's why the union hates mea.

"Benefits don't make the miners any better but 1t mskes them
feel better.®

Said miners have offered him money from their benefits which
he has refused., '"Miners are used to belng taken advantage of. They
have no faith in anything., They believe you have to pay someone off
to get anything done."

“In Ashers Fork, Ky., when three men were crushed to death in a
mine sccident, I went and talked to the widow of the only one of ths three
who was married, T sald don't sign yeur name teo anything the state
glvesyou. She said, 'I won't becamse I can't read nor write.' ~che was
only 24% but she never went to school.

"In Clay County, Ky., many mipners' childrep don't po te school
because they don't enforce the school attendance law. T checked and trat’
true. They do 1t to keep the people fodder for the mschines,

"I have many pedple who come into my office who can't even write
thelr names.

"Posl miners have no faith in thelr doctors. This 1s a very
sericus situation. Doctors are pot individvals they are vassels of the
cosl companiss., They do the compang€s’bidding or thepére not there,

I had one doctor who doesn't accurately diacnos black lunpg tell me,
'Hell, I'm no crusader,'"

Said one miner x-rayed for black lung, x-ray showed Stape 1,
Buff had voltage doubled, new x-ray showed =tage 3 which meant more
benefits for the miner. Three weeks later the miner died of black lung.

"The SSA is like an insurance company. They won't plve you anythgng

if they don't have to, THe UMW isprobably not to be trusted in viesw of
what's been happening.

"Unless Congress extends it until 197%, or makes 1t permanent,
reaponsibllity will pass to the states and that w!1ll kill our whola progra
The state wokrman's compensaticn beard will eall you in and say that Cod
cured you or that what yow really have is emphysema or something.”



Miners
also black lung
y Tom Muwimsm Marlowe, @ N 14 St., Lajollette :
' y Injured in a cave-in in whic .hig co-vWorker was killed the day
Pres John F Xennedy was asgassinated, e didn't want to work in the
mines but his wife charged bim with desertion and Judee ordered him,

"They saild the mines or jail, not much of a choice," sald Loulse
Adams, Clairfield postmistress, Tom was left paralyzed from waist down.

"welye had two or three miners smoother to death in the past
year§® Mrs Adame said. "They Just couldn't breath any more."
- '
y BEd Marlow, Clairfield, Tepn.
E Stafted in mines when 18, spent 17 years in big mines, injured
paralyzed in 195% when he was ars old. 4946, W noss
"] done everything I could do in a coal mine except boss."
Dec 13, 1370, turned down for black lung. _
A 3, 1971, requesé his case be reconsidered, July 13 doctor exam diagros
black iung., Paild £65 for the doctors exam. Given form by community worker
to fi11 out for socilal securiti to get money back.
"I knowed I could gat the money back but J didn't know how. You
can't fnd out nothing ffom Sccial Security." |
"Two boys reopened a little truck mine and then they aguit,
Another boy and 1 tock 1t over. One dey I was in the mipne. T had the
flu and was hunched over the treck, coughing. This flat rock came
down and hit me on the back., It was only about half an inch thick and
about two feet across, It shoved my back bone over ahdpinched my spine,
Xt took 18 stitches, :
"I took mining up when I was a boy and just staved right with it,
Indhkngmitomyarkyngondn That's pretty much all there was sround here,
I liked it pretty good. I worked on a few T didn't 1ike but they paid
so geod I Just stayed right with 1t.*
Ehort cropped bleck hair, mixed with gray, thin, Inecl his face.
Rolls own cigarettes from small tin of Prince Albert, spitiing and
dropoing buts inte enamled not hext to bed, TIlliterate, all he can do,
except wateh old tv set in corner. Oun rack above bed with 2 guns,
and a plstel on bed at his side, Cosl trucks, coming down from strip mines
runble past housa every fey mimites, drowing omt econversaticn,
"yhen they go by I can't even here nothin' cn the phone,”

Lee Peterson:

"I was sbout 16 when I started in the mines. fThe company hired me to
pley baseball for them. Then I left for a few yeers ard played professional
ball. I belonged to the Cubs at that time, T thoueht of ghing into baseball
professionally. Then T hort my arm in the mine, '

"You take this bottom here. They want §10,000 for that little bit
of preoparty thers., BPut yat when ther want to come {o tear up vour property
10¢ a ton is 81l they'll eive you. That property dsn't fit to raiss hogs on.
! "Nothing can stand in the way of thelir mining coal, That's the story of
it all, All they're interested in is that block of cozl, They don't care what
happens to the houges or anything else,
"These hollows bave all been flooded and they're golng to get it apaln,
In a couple ¥l years from now, they're golng to be completely washed out.
“When they're told they have silicosis, 1t has a moral effect cn them
and then they go down real fast. Trouble 12 when you take a breathing test
you can't trust 'em, You may be bad off and not know it.
"Miners should be taken out of the mines after 20 years., If they've been

in ?hg mines 20 years regardless of thelr age, they should be taken out of
COHE 8



‘iners
Plack Lung

Ralph Martin, Bickgnson County, southwestern Virginia, in mines 32 years

Loves the mines, "I don't knoy why. I never {huurht about it.
Mayhe 1t's because of the temnerature, It's cool in the mines in the
sunmer and warm in the winger. Maybe it's because 1t's the work Ifm
good at. 1 don't know." '

Then he began to f=el symptoms of blacklung,

"I hed an esy job and I hatedto guit. 1 wns making pretty pood
money ($350 a month), so T kept battling on with it. But I reached a poir
where 1 couldn't get out of bed. I couldn't put my clethes on in the
morninz. It took me three or four times to pet my shirt over my head,
and then I had to stop and rest,

"I remember times in the mine when you counldn't see g man that
was three feet sway frem yod for the dust.

"I was lucky. I never had anything happen to me other than
broken ribs. I had seven of them broken oh chie side one time, Then I
broke two of them on the other side. And I:broke my left arm nnee.

Ard I had a few holes knocked in my head, but they didn't amount to much,’
£foreman

John Tiller, Virginian miner/who was beatsn vp by sheriff's daputies on

an 1solated mcuntain road and told to shut up about Black lvng,

"They used to tell us that coal dust couldn't hurt you and 1
vsed to turn sround and mouth it to the workers. And the worst vart of
it 15 that the doctors in the area are still involved in a conspiracy,
Tomorrow, 1f I'm in trouble, there isnlt a doctor in the state who'll
tell me zhe truth, 1I1'd have to go clear ovar to West Virginia,"



Plack lung lawv-benefits

"1 fot reports fron eight of the best doctors in the country and
they all say I got silicosis and pneumcconlosis =nd got 1t bad, Eut
Speial Security turned me down." -

"I setually got holes in my Iunge Trom coal dust gnd rock dust

in the mines. I can't hardly breathe. Fut they won't glve me ne reopeflis.”

"They sent me 40O miles for x-rays end plve me all kinds of
rrpathing tests. Yy Joctors 1 seen 21l says 1 pot 1% but 1 ain't petiing
a pasony.” 4

--various miners last Mey at letcher County meeting with
¥eller Whitazker of Ky  rokman's Compensation Beard.

"Last weak we puried twe men st my funaral home. Toth had applied
£ar tlack lunpg before they dled and were furned down. Well, thay performed
autopsies on them and ‘hey had the worst case of dlack lung. T just
don't want miners to bave %o dic before you can prove they egeot 4t "¢
--Ky State Bep. Ray Collins, on state benafits

n14ia not just the S2A you're up against, It's the law. The
lawmalkars are the ones who filled it with leopheoles, ' Vou're all
walkine around dying tut you ecan't gel anything done abont it, That's the
position you're in and it's the position you'll stay in until ver arganize.
By the time you get the changes you need, it might be 3 years or more and
come of you will be dead, That's how 1t is,"-fverett Tharp,i7vrsinmines
at same meeting, '

Under ¥y law, person has to have worked in mine during the last
£ years to be eligible for stais aid.

(07 o Ky's applicants for fedl benefifs are turned down.

Faderal payment based on graduated need so if miner retting state
aild his fedl povments will be reduced and -emain at same lower rate
even after state benelils min out,

2 " ¢

T“eps Carl D. Perkins (DeKy) (wante to srtend
"Contray to ths intent o the 1969 law,
has redueed social security benefits of thoea 4 x
veen awarded black Iung benefits, This 1s not »irht,
"IT wa don't extend the Secinl Cfeouritv's zduinistretion ~f the
black liing statute, 1t will be taksn over by tho state znd the Q?élj.-
companics and you people will keep being kicked around," (Aug 1“,?¢1fry KY¢
Said “SA hed "ignored the provision of the act" in thedr pafusal
to accept the disease as a total disability or a cause of death,
"Thousands of claims ars denied beosuss of a nopstive verav
winile therae areother tezts yhien do show evidenece of blask l"h?.h"

Tedl law2ys, no xrays rqd)
he (98) Administration
shtled pergans who have

.

Title IV blaek lvng beneflts
1969 Faderal Aot denles benefits to anyene who covrld do™Misht vorik!
althourh no ruch worl is avells®ble in centrzl Appalachia,
58A requires that miner work in mines 10 years before his cliaim can be
zecepted althouph aet dossnot roquire this,
CEA dees not stateprovnds for rejection,
3«5 year backlog in fed} ecourt ipn Zagtern Hentuelky of reiecctlon annmals
to be he=zrd. : |

]
2k

Pragsident Nizon when signing bill: "I went to enphasize vere
stronely that Title IV 1s temporary, limited and wlcue snd in no way
should 1t be considered a precedant.”



Ky M"Lg ‘}o'iu.l‘ rlu.._.JrfnJ uLx fhws s veSen,

Arpold ¥iller, director, Black Lung Assn,. %.fnpp.;J;e.cnm ftF‘M Viiga b
"he Soclal Szcurily people have msde a sharbles of the proeraw,
“hey have f£3iled to provide du?"LQtﬁ examinations, They've deliterataly
h-iatrd providing good axaminetions, The Joeisl Security dectors
3 o ray to mlners that they have g little coal dust In thelr Iunps.
Yo Sinc" the naseage of ihe black lupg berelfit law they say you have hr
ronchitdis, Miners don't want te go to thom for sxaminatiens,
noardinl ,_\._‘ty will only pay 12 for an g-ray. They pay for
orly one frontal x-ray. Melcon cherpas S25 bevanse he tales more » ravs,
"Phe proathine test Coedal Seourity makes is atsolutely worthless

£5 Tar z: wa're econeasrned,
nSonial security is relayine on experts who in 1969 cald there
{s ne sueh thing a
“After sal lutip tenefits are to be pald Ly
the state n \ ne state is sup 1
eqral to cor better than thes fe al law, (If f£ile S
wZine ; 't pay, the commpa
company will ooy I state law with weslk Tans
are lcw, Co penfes w have to elther pay Into
or pay ths elx
Seld of July
benefits 4 77 claims h
“P‘,t igd for der
pocepted pe ¢ is the gov
They alsc a only 1%
ard that was o not =
totally dls rnment we
1 -

the eral layw,

WES roinr to veto the federzl 1

e him sign 1t. But a social secu
n signed the bill he told Social . :

1d Pinch to write the rnfmlnhiuhc as tipght az he conld,

ntucky state law was tallored by the wnfon *o neoet the
E

wall-out me
that whan lize
it »run. He to

“Tfe ke

ona Lfrﬁr. L) years old. has 3.k 2pildren in ~shecl. but
won'tsg guit tho he bos black lung Y"until his yvo npest child at 1
toroven hiph scheonl,”

Another mirer X7 vaors old with o kids, 13 on down, has o-out
years left to live. Turaed down for beno: z:’3 worried abent
what's going to happen te his fanmily.”

cupgested folleow Zurlisn procedurs,
retralned for other ,.D1“"1"IT and befiefits
stil! gets same zhout of money he mpde in th

[ I
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viner taken out of mins
ay salary diffaretice so he
i rae
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dss. The bzat thope is for the peorle of Fanitveky fo

nichn.

inia law was weakx and then it was repealsed after oonl

g Pressure." | Lt adive mermblag- 48 Hssldisd = Lgye e fa liia [,-J-

£ Assn has 17 chapterss l--Ind; 3-Xv.,3 3--Vas 2._-TenniB Wia
i:ntlﬂi minar pets 3174 2 meonth frem Socind qr1-itv:

wife living; up to a top of 8380 a month 17 slse kae 3 ki

If miners fille by end of this ysar, they ean still get federal bene

after they retire iF wlack tunp Alpenosed 2t that time.,

"ihen minerswentic locsl deoctors--the same fncompotent hacke we
have now--the doctors wonld say you smeke to mueh, sven 17 the nminer
vas a nop-smoker,"

v, 000 miners o year will die from bhlaelk lvne."





