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Side II:
MOREHOUSE STUDENT MEETIKG ## PROTEST

pp. 1-4 Willie Ricks
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PPe 7=9 Bob ¥Mants ~= introduces Lowndes workers

pPe. 9-12 ©Silas Norman on the unity of the Alabama Black Belt
pPp. 12-18 James Forman
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Pp. 21=22 Student -- letter sent to Pp, Mays

PPe 22=23 Edmund Canter -- reasoning behind protest

PPe. 23=25 Student Johnson == reasoning behind protest

PPe 25=-27 Student Terrell -- explanation of demands

pp. 27=30 Student Prisket -- infirmary, teachers hours, decision making
pp 30«32 Various students



SIDE II
ATIANTA

Student: Taken to Dr, _Mays 's office today, Office of the President

Morehouse “ollege
Atlanta, Georgila

Degr Dr, Mays:

We

students of Morshouse College, in good standing with the institution do

hereby publish and make known our grievences feeling that by so doing they

may be made known and our beloved college advanced, Having at heart the

pro@ressive and liberal development of our alme mater, we call for the

following advancess +hese advances we feel are in the best interests of

the college. And we feel that there 1s a necessity for some far reaching

reforms of the present asystem, In the establiehed tradition of our nation,

and generation we now request and indeed demand that the following matters

be

examined and/or changed,
-=the rule governing addittance to the infirmary and the absence of a full-
time psychiatrist

- the question of the weekend ruling.

--compulsory attendance in chapel on Sundy and weekdays

--compulesory class attendance which is not consistent with our honor
system

-= open student-faculty parleys be instituted immediately

== that the rule governing dress standards for sunday meals be examined

-=that the selection of merit scholars and exchange studetsbe examined

--the present hour for the breakfast meal be examined

-=-that the present system of student protection on campus be examined

-=-that the matter of underpald student workers be examined

--and the upkeep of campus housing facilities be examined

We are confident that our grievences wlll be heard and promptly acted upon.

And we request that an open forum -- cpen to administrators, facuty and the

students be called within the next week to discuds the aforementioned issues,

Respectfully Yours,
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I COULDN'T GET ALL THE NAMES, BUT HERE ARE SOME:

Edmund Gather, Martin - , Edward Johnson, lindsley,

Alfred Alfred Pertillo, fobert .
——’ ——

At the time this letter was presented today, Dr. Mays was not in the office
and we d1d not know his response to the letter, 5ut I'm quite sure that
whatever the response is, i1t will be made known., If not before, by Wednesday's
chapel, Cause it's quite apparent that there are a number of people on all

of the campuses around here, especially at Morehouse, that are concerned =--
either positively or negatively =- with what we are doin', And what we're
trying to do., At this opoint, and particularly on this particular point,

we feel it 1s neceassary to clarify our position., And to let you know exactly
what we stand for and what we represent, Now Gather is going to talk to

you about the vhilosophy behind this movement,

Gather: This 1s really a very simple matter, I need only explain that the
motivation behind the ... the motivations that prompted us to make the requests
that we did make was that we concelve of educatlion as somethinz much broader
than simply learning that Columbus dilscovered America in 1492, We consider
that we think that education had to be characterized by a number of things,

For example, that it has to be based on some kind of creative thinking, That
i1t has to be baged on free use of the intellect, And we question whethep

some of the paternaliestic inventions that have governed our conduct here

do not hinder the free use of the intellect and thereby hinder our own
development and hinder the development of our education, We think that it's

a part of education to be able to survey your situation, to appraise it and

to eritisize 1t, We think that it's alos part of your education to be able to
choode on the basis of your own thinking, Because we think that it's important
and because we think that 1t's a vital part of the whole process of getting

& college education that you be able to choosej we are foreed to take the
position that when a student comes to an institution and surrenders his right

to make simple cholces like whether he feels like putting on a tie or not that
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there 1s something here said about his intellect, About his abllity to

survey his vwn situation, In other words, we don't think this 1s a grammar
school, Ve don't think 4it's a kindergarten where children hwe to be brought
and dressed and taken to the rest room and otherwlse treated as 1f they were
unable to think and reason on thelr own, We think that thils ought to be

a university center where people learn to think first. And because they
thinR, they learn to discriminate, 4ind because they can discriminate, they
can choose. +0o be educated is to be able to make choicesj to declde, What
we're doing 1s we're defending the position of every student to decide with hils
own braff about what he will do and what he will not do. The speakers who
will follow me are gonna take up the same theme that I've given to you, The
theme of your freedom., and the assertion of that freedom, So, I don't think
i1t would make any sense for me to explain my postion any more. The central
point is that you don't have an education if you can't choose, Thank you,
Student: As Mr, Yather said, the remaining speeches (if we can properly call
them that) will revolve around this basic issue of freedom to choose and

the right to be people. Eddie Johnson's gonna speak to you now,

Johnsons *hoese of you that were here last Friday know or are quite aware of
what we are movin' for, or towards, We have come here a little more serious,
a little less optimistic, but more determined to protest the students in this
university center. The seriousness of this protest revolved around the
question that challenges the pfower structure and the status quo. é:l chal-
lenges the power structure to the extent that they are not willing to give us
our rights to chooZse. And the only way power can exist in such a situation
1s to keep the students from thinking. As long as we don't think about

these questiongi as long as we don't protest against these situationsi the
power structurekan demand and manipulate us as students, <he power structure
can uphold the status quo. +he seriousness of this movement also challenges

the thought of the studnet, The moment you protest, the moment you demand
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certain rights, you are in jJeapordy. That is, jeapordy of your education.
Alot of us have come out &% the exposure of belng sent away by -=- let's say
some faction of the pewer structure that would deny us this right of protest.
The implications of this movmement 1s not to denounce the administration
nor to denounce the faculty, but the 1mplicatlion of thls movement is to
enable the students to volece their concern about policles and regulations
that dictate our lives 1in théds university center. there are possibly three
questlons that have comz into your minds during the weekend, after Friday's
meetings Or, I should say, three questions that have come into my mind also
and that i1s: who do we represent?

what do we represent?

Why are ve protesting?
We represent the volce of discontent in the entlire student body. Ve repres-
ent the challenge of policlies, regulations and rules that influence our lives,
All of us as students have felt this way sometime, It is only that those of
us who are standins here volcing now are speaking them and feeling them,
What we represent is the growing conern of students everywhere in the univ-
ersity centers concerning their lives, the poRicles and regulations that
govern their lives, Education is far more than just training us to be

placed in jobs or systematic organizations which @&o not require our greatest

ablity of thinking, and the greatest ability and the greatest development
of the training heretofore, as we're being educated as students. The time
has come, We are protesting. The time has come we want to be given respon-
8ibllity due as students and individuals of this university center., We want

to ahave a volce in the policles and regulate our lives,

And we want to destroy the stong tles of paternalism which denys us the freedom
and the right of adulthood and the righte as studente and indivaiduals in thés
university center. APPLA SE Again this Friday, we come befores you asking,
begeging, demanding ziilyou protest agalinst the poclicles which deny us the

rights as students, Will you protest against the regulations and rules which
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deny us the responsibllities as individuals? I am asking you that we together
stand up with one volce and as one body to chow the administration that we're
now concerned to deal with the policles which affect our lives, Are we

ready to demand our rights? Are we ready to demand our freedom? Are we
ready to demand our responsibilities? If we are, if we are, then let me
hear you say yes8 we are,

All: Yesi!l

Students We will listen to Bob Terrell now,.

Terrells Alot of people have misconceptions of Just what we are and what
wa're aksing for. 4And they don't really think we're serious., They think

that something's bshind us., Everybody's wainting. They think we huve a
gimmick, Ve have no gimmick, We Just have a program., And I'm going to try
to elaborate on that program and to remove any misconceptions that any of

you might have concerning that program., I'm gonna Speak on three things
specifically. #nd those are: compulsory chapel attendence, compulsory
valss attendence and dress standards., In relation to compulsory chapel atten-
dence, We're looking at this im two lights, 7That 1s your dally chapel and
that 1s your Sunday chapel, We think that we sould abolish compulsory at#
tendence at both of these, And this is not to say that we want to abiaxtk
abolish chapel and that nobody should go to chapel any donger, This 1s not
what we're aksing, ve're saying that studnets should have the right to go

to chapel 1f they want to or to refuse to go to chapel if they want to. Now,
presently, the speakers aren't interestsd in the chapels, Thdstudents

aren't interested in the chapels., And as a result, shapels have become dis-
functional, And the only thing they serve to do now 1s to give out announce-
ments, And they hurt students averages in terms of the dean takin' hours
from them, This 1s unneceasary., As the chapels stand now, they are unnec-
essary and disfunctional, Now, we feel that if the chapel wes voluntary,

that students have the right to go if they wanted to and not go if they wanted




in turn, better speakers would stimulate the student. 5o therefore, the
students would go to chapel, if the speakers were good, And as a result, we
would gaing the speakers would gain; and Morehouse would gain., This is what
we want, Ve want the college to be a better place, Now, in terms of Sunday
chaple, I think you all agree that each individual should have the right to
worship whenever, however and wherewver he or she desires, Now, we feel that
our basic rights and intelligence as students and citlizens are being usurped
by the faculty when they tell us that you have to come to chapelj you have

to worship when we worship, how we whoship and as we want you to worship.

We feel that this is wrong., And we ars here today to protest against these
type practices, Now, in terms of compulsory dress standards on Sunday. Or
compulsory dress standards anytime -- we're against them, We feel that students
should have the right to dress how they want to, when they want to, where

tney want to. We feel that we have the intelligence and we know how to dress
at certain occasions, ?he faculty has taken a paternalistic attitude towards
you and telling you that you don't know how to dress, You're from the country
to a large erxtent, and we need to instruct you as to how to dress and how to
act, We don't think that this 1s necessary. And this is hurting the college,
Now, in terms of compulory class attendence -- some of the classes around

nere are terrible, And I want you to recognige the fact that I say some of
them. ?hat does not mean all of them. We're asking that compulsory class
attendence be abolished, And that students have the right to go to class

when they want to, if the class 1s stimulatin', and not go if the class is not
stimulating and the teacher is not teaching anything. Now, some people say
that 1ir you abolish compulsory class attendence, the students won't mo,., Ve
disagree, We feel that 1f compulsory class attendence is abolished, the
teachers are going to have to prepare themselves, They're going to have

+a nrenare in terme of stimlatine these cstudents £ conme 0 flaggas. dhrar!na
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to, and the faculty really wanted chapel, it would get better speakers.
in turn, better speakers would stimulate the student. 5o therefore, the
students would go to chapel, if the speakers were good. And as a result,
would galn; the speakers would gain; and Morehouse would gain, This 1s W
we want, Ve want the college to be a better place, Now, in terms of Sun
chaple, I think you all agree that each individual should have the right
worship whenever, however and wvherewver he or she desires., Now, we feel t
our basic rights and intelligence as students and citlizens are being usur
by the faculty when they tell us that you have to come to chapelj you hav
to worship when we worship, how we whoeship and as we want you to worship,
We feel that this 1s wrong. And we ar- here today to protest against the
type practices., Now, in terms of compulsory dress standards on Sunday. !
compulsory dress standards anytime -- we're agalnst them, We feel that s
should have the right to dress how they want to, when they want to, where
tney want to, We feel that we have the intelligence and we know how to d
at certain occasions, ?he faculty has taken a paternalistic attitude tow
you and telling you that you don't know how to dress, You're from the co
to a large extent, and we need to instruct you as to how to dress and how
act, We don't think that this 1s necessary. And this is hurting the col
Now, in terms of compulory class attendence =-- some of the classes around
here are terrible. Anda I want you to recognige the fact that I say some .
them, ?hat doee not mean all of them, We're asking that compulsory clas
attendence be abolished, And that students have the right to go to class
when they want to, if the class 1s stimulatin', and not go if the class 1
stimulating and the teacher is not teaching anything. Now, some people s
that 1ir you apnolish compulsory class attendence, the students won't go,.
disagree, We feel that if compulsory class attendence is abolished, the
teachers are going to have to prepare themselves, fhey're golng to have

to prepare in terms of stimulating these students to come to elagses. +ih
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going to have to give material that is so important and so mentally and
academically stimulating that students are gonna have to be there in order

to pass, And I think that we're all interested in becoming educated and
passipng our courses, Now, some people say, and a faculty member said to us
yesterday, they said: you're not making a distinction between benevolent

ana despotic paternaiism. Ana he saids Although these schools and Morehouse
in particular have a paternalistic atmosphere and attitude toward the student
body, it's all rignht because it's benevolent. 5Sut we say to you that pater=
nalism 1s notgood, I don't care what kind you have. Thank you.

Student: I don't know if you've been concerned with what the people were
saying before, but our next speaker's gonna speak on an issue that I think
all of you should be concerned with, Thils 1s a matter or the pradétices in
the different infirmaries. He's speaking particularly about Morehouse's and
I think it's generally trge of Spellman's. ?nia man has personla experience
that he will relate to you also. E.J, Prisket,

Erisket: “hree topics that I'd like to discuss, Ones the iufimary peing
open at all hours. Number two: the fact that teucners have too many hours
and are overworked, And pnumper threes Our hope for an open forum bet-

ween faculty, adminietrators and students, First of all, I'd like to share
an experience with you that I had in regara to the infirmary. I'm an asmathet
ic. And one time about 12 o'eclock, I got sick, So I kind of hobbled oy

way down to the infirmary and panf-pant-opnt trying to make it, you know,
And I knocked on the door and I saids pant-pant-pant, I'm sick. And the
lady looks at me; she says: this is not the visiting hour., I saids But
lady, I'm sick. You know, I'm kind of dying == I'm scared, I wheezing more,
I'm breathing harder, And she t=11ls me that these aren't the visliting hours,

Now, our position on this statement, and our philosophy concernin' this is

that your body, when you get 111, when you get sick, it doesn't have =-- it
doesn't know anything about visitine hours. “hen I'm half dyin', I'm



not concerned about visiting hours. I think all of our concern 1s that

when you are sick, when you do have problems, you can go to someplace

where you're taken care of, Our second part concernfng the practice of the
Infirmary and the reason that we're asking for anpshchiatrist is that --

not sc much that people are goln' crazy. But the type of period and the

age in which we live, one of the things that is characteristic of our per-
10d 18 pressure, We got pressure from home, We got pressure interacting
between @irls and boys. You got vressure mentally, You got pressure trying
to make it, You're trying to make it, You got pressure from all sides,

And at some point or other, each of us has been at a point where you want

to talk to somebody or you wanted to confide in somebody., And says:; Look
hers, baby, I'm having these problems, Talk to me, <This i=s what we want.
Thie is our philosophy behind this théng. The second point thats the fact
that ther- are teachers that are carrying too many hours, I think is a
direct connection between the type of education that we recelve as students,
And the connection that I think I see, and I think that our movement seems
to feel exlists, 1s that if a teacher has too many classes, you start wear-
ing yourself thin, And AIf he has 5 or 6 classes, the amount of time that
you would spend -~ say on the difference between the amount of time that

you would spend on 6 classes and say 3 classes is that you gotta do a little
pit of work for one class, a little bit of work ffor the second, a little
bit of work for the third. And ncne of the work 1is really efrieient. None
of thw work goes into deapth, You talk about Morehouse being the pride of
the South, And you talk about competition with Harvard and school like this,
One of the things that I think maRes the difference 1s not so mucn that they
have more equipment and stuff, but 1it's the relation bestween the teacher

and the student, The fact that your assignments are in deapth, The fact
that your assignments make you go to the library, make yodlook up background,

make you look up the different positions, There's not one position, One of




the things that history teaches i1s that there's not the answer, There are
many answers, Thers are many approacheg, And if we don't know these ans=-
wers and don't know how to find them, then if we start competing, we start
relating to the world, we'll find that we're not together., You talk about
being together in terms of talking to a girl, ;t Talk about belng together =--
cat has a fine car. Let's tal: abocut the togetherness of studying. Belng a
scholar. (APPLAUSE) The first thing that we have to push for 1s an open
forum between faculty, administrators and teachers, And the philosophy
behind 1s that our belief in this thing called democratic process, But

the way decisions shoulld be made 1s that if I have a steak 1in the decision
18 that I should have a hand in xhs declding what happens. “n example

of that that happened nationally was the civil rights movement where Gov,
Johnson and President Johnson decided what was to happen to the civil

rights workers in a meeting at the White House. And the reason I was par=
ticularly concerned was 'cause I was in Mississippi at the time, And I was
the one being affected, And I was the one bein' bombed and shot at, And,
the situation in a sense, 1s just as true at Morehouse., You're not bein'
killed physically, But, mentally, when you start scmeptin' and you're not
ready, you just as dead as if somebody killed you, “nd the reason we want
to have an open forum i1s that we don't want gto have to have i1t said that

a few people made the decisions, *hat a few people got together in that of=-
fice and saids this 1s what's gonna tej and this 1s it} and tnis 1s what's
gonna happen, We want everybody to have a chance -- an egual chance 9@

laying stress on that wora equal. *he type of that we would

like to have is that nobody from Dr. Mays to a freshman has more say than
anybody else, That we have to observe parlimentary procedure in speaking
at that just if he's Dr, Mays or Mr, Himmelson or whoever it be, he doesn't
get a say more than anybody else, <The one thing that's supposea to be

true about us all is thatwe're supposed to be neople, And that being people
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we have opinions., We have the right Jto express them, And one of the
things that death teaches us 1s that no man == no man -- 1s any better than
anybody else, And so, why don't we realize 1t in 1life, <That each person
should have the right to express himself, He has the right to says: well,
I don't like this or I like this or I'd lik= to see this louked at, And
this 1s what we're try!'ng to do., And this is what we asked for in ths letter.
APPIA USE,

stuaents I'a like to make a general announcement to the erfect that in the
next ¥ two or three daye, a newsletter will be coming out from SLF -- that
subversive organization -- that group of trouble makers -- explaining our
position and what we stand for, Also, 1'd like to entertaid@he group
questions and reactions that you have to what has been sald here todgy.

Ask your reactions to the literature that you've seen from SLF, Now, are
there any questlionsse or are there any statements generally speaking?
(someone evidently has asked a guestion., The same student answere): Ve
plan to draft that to the faculty members. Another point that I'd like

to make is that I notice that we have a very, very, very,very good rep-
resentation from Spellman today, I take it those girls are shtisfied with

« Are there any questions because, listen, we want you to

raise your guestions now, Because in the past we've heard that some dis-
contet or some dissention has been goln' around or questions are being
raised between students in the dormitories. And we want to know what these
questions are, I men, this i1s not Just me and Al and Bob standin' up

here. This is you, too. 9o, ask these questions. Yes?  he question

was whether the movement has been substanitally crippled by what was

said in chapel tnis morning. It 1s the feeling of tne group that the move=-
ment was helped, Was anyone in chapel? I am committed to my action, so

I wasn't in chapel, Was anyone in chapel today? Barry Ganter can tell you
what he sald,



Ganters This !s what Walker said 1in chapel this morning., He said that he

was curious as to whether this group had a political interest in the up-
coming student government elections, #nd I suppose that would be interper-
ted as a threat to some of the political blocks on campus. But he later
sald that the only thing that he was really concerned with was that he
thought that the approach had not been the best approach, I think that was
the position that he ended up with, There were some other things sald, but
I think they all take a backseat to hils objection to the peneral approach,
Questioner: Wwhat's his objection to the approach?

Ganter: Well, the objection was that the approach was not channeled first
of all, directly through the Studnet Governemnt,

Questioners I thought Friday somecne sald that David Walker made a state-
ment to the effect that he was in sympathy with the group cause he had tried
and he hadn't been successful so he was turnin' 1t over to you. Is that
true?

Participants “ome people reserve the right to change thelr minds,

Ganter: %11 of us know that the majority or the things that we're asking
for here today are not new things, And I've been here for 2 years., And

I know that for 2 years, the Student Governemnt assoclation has been trying
to get these things. And I know that onee a month, every month, nine months
a year, that the Student Gwvernment Association goes into the banquet room
at Morehouse college and talke over these same grievances witﬁkha faculty.,

I also know I was at a meetin' with Jack (he repedly miscalls David Jack®*Q
last Friday afternoon, And we told Jack Walker who we were, what we were and
what we were trying to do, And Jack walker saldx Apd I'll tell him Lo his
face == David Walker -- § that I agree with what you're tryin' to do, Ve've
been tryin' to do it ourselves., And I'm behind you as long as yoy're res=-
ponsible, I also know that Jack walker had a meeting yeaterday at 2:30

And that thisz morning, he came out and made a 180 degres turn, from what
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he saild to us Friday. Now, we're levelling wlth you., We got all our

cards on the table, And thls is what happened, You make decisions as to
why he did 1t or what he .

Spellman girls For gzirls # from Spellman who don't go along with the rules

over there -- what do we do? "e Just come and Join you? Or do we form a
group of our own?

Student: The qﬁeation was whether the girls from Speallman who are dls=-
satidfied with their A rules and regualtions: do they joln usg Or do they
form their own movement? They form their own organization., And from this
organlization, we can form a colaition., But the thing 1s that whatever happs
at Spelman has to come from Spelman, And whatever movement gets started at
Spelman has to be initiated at Spelman, I don't go to opelman. I don't
think I ever will, I can't do 1t, I sympathize with you and I would give
you my support. And we are == I think that SLF 1s willing to give you

our support, Because I am affected by some of the '' atl Spelman,

Are there any more questions? Look for the Newsletter!l!

Thank you very much

Freedom Singers singlng
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