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Everybody should bo on ctri ~ro bocn.use you o.re not getting nnything for 

your \TOrk:. Why work llm bo hur.e;ry ·when you can ga.in the union get some support. 

All the peop~nt have children mo.Uy should 'be on strike a.s well the po.ror:rts. 

Why me.ke your child work for low wngcs whm you n.U of your life hnve boen lfOZ'king 

for nothing? Why buy tho white r.k"l..>t :stenk vrhon you can't ha.rdly cat neckbones1 

As cheap r.lS chicken ie you CM.'t c a.t it but once a. week on sunday. lfo.k:e up o.nd 

d: i~1k. We a s ::eg ro·s s houl ·.·:a.: t t b E: q\\ ~ o.nd get hibh wages. For over ~·Je 

hundrod years wo have boon work ir.g for nothing. Please join th~ion because 

if you n re not inn un.i.on jWU ju st nron't n.nywhero. 

Here ' s how ·ue got s to.rted. 

The union started in January a group of people at a freedom sohool 

discussion gat toget her n.nd dec id e d that they weren't getting anythi~ for their 

work. Thoy fom n union o.nd starte paying duos. Thoy wen.t to ether counties 

in 14ississipoi !lprea.ding the idur.l. 

In l ~nrcb t ho people in Sha·.v, Miss. a.bout 90 poople oenvo.ase tryi~ to 

got p~ople to strike for higher wages. .A.t tho.t tim tho· union didn't hnvo c. .DDJIIS 

and they didn't have po.pers fer pe ople to sign to bo in the union. But ncm the· 

union ha.ve ~provo n lot s i nce this. They didn't have any vro.y of knowing how they 

woro go1nFZ: to get s.up port the n .• 

In J.pril we f ow•d u nume for the u nion and drew up the rules and they 

wer e dec i ded on at th o st11t workshop. Some of tl-e people a.ll over the Mississippi 

Delta. o.re on strike. 

Shall is the ha · d qu:.~.r cr $ince it stc..rte d in Shn.w. ~ory month we hnve 

n state m ot i ng . Some of th til i o· s '.'10 do at t his meeting {lre p!!Ople frol'l\ every 

precinct g ivo us a re port on Hh t .hey h v e boon doing in the :ir county .. We hG.ve 

off i ce r s . Ue h o. vc 1 25 mem rr, i. n t ho union d 350 pe oplo on otrike. Tho wa,y we 

got the s e mo.ny pe OJ.:::. le i. t • lkin~T to an ..... nd s how ing than the point of how 

importnnt is t o f o I!ll u. uni on. W t o.lk to pe opl e i n tha homos ond on plo.ntationa 

nt stores, churches nnd to1n . 

City workehc r 

The c ity workshop wa s hold i n Shnw by t h., cha1m.e.n with locnl people to 
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dhouaa Ybat we would talk about a.t the Bt a mwide workshop. We nlso olected 

connittees to issuo. And we selected tho rules for the union. 

Statewide v;orkshop 

In tho Sto.towide workshop '10 had people from the following places 

Glontl.llen, Winstonvillo, Louise, Greenville, Datcsville, Rosedale, Carroll County, 

Vicksburg, Thorn, and Harks, }:\iss. 

Out of those places wo have 100 people on strike in Rosedale, 68 in 

Glenallen and 135 in Shaw. 

What we talked o.bout 

We to.lked ubout tho support of tho union and we o.doptod the some rules 

for the state that we hnd in Shaw. 

Wo nlao discussed wnys of gatting .f\lnd t\}r the union strikers. We deoidoil 

to write letters to people everywhere and !Ulk tor help. We o.lso talk o.bout why it 

was important for people to join th c union. 

Offering houses 

The pooplo in theunion sto.ted they would lot p;~ople live in their homes 

if they get thra"m off of t ho plr..ntntion. So fnr nono have been throrm off. 

The union h~ndod out $50.00 from duos. 

Wo gave $50.00 to throe union lnembors who ncod it vo l'J bndly. One member 

noeded it because they wcro threaten to be thrown out of their houao and it Mt.S 

boeing as o. center. Tho seoond wa:J thronten. by t re man she owod. A.nd the third 

member and fwnily was straving or livinG, poverty. So that is how wo use our duos 

to help tho IOOmbers. 

On April 14th n.nd 15th people from 8 counties picket the Motor Inn Hotel 

kl. Groonvillo. '!'hoy we:m hav ing n U.S. Dopo.rtment of Labor meeting. We \'.rere tryi~ 

to get than t.o lot ue tn nnd moct our demands. 'l'ho second day they let us come in 

listen to speeches. Mr. Hnwkins a GhtJ.w un ion member o.sk question nbout wages for 

fc.nn vrork. Mrs • HOlllClr spoke i ns .id t he 1~cct ing the first day tlnd she rend the unicn 

forms hor arrl 6 more peopl e wo1 it. 

Tho people are on st.r ike i n ot oor p la.cos lire Greenville, Winterville, 

Laymo.nt, Rosedale, Bo.t0sv1ll , Tribbe tt, ani Anguill"'. 
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The m<E t strikers v:c h ''tl are cotton worl:e rs that mostly ,..,'hat abwt 

10~ ot tho Hegroo8 in Hi..c;:;iss.:i p i depeni on. 

Two maids quite job~ t o j i o n th e ""+.!· :U:"! ;s a n d O'l'\cl tractor <i!"~VAr '\'lhich 

wa8 very &ood. 

On plantation 37 people h 1 Issaquenn cour:rty ·\'1ont on strike fCT .50 an 

hour and they were successful on Mo nday they will ·stril.l::l for 1.00 an hour. The:{ 

only work 9 hrs. e. d!'l'j. 

There t:.ro S t .ractor drivers on strike on o. plo.ntat.ion in Glen ..U1en. 

On a lace in ShC.\'1 they s t ruck ror mo r e r mo noy . Fridny they 1'ound. out they got 

u r ai se from 6.0 to 7.50 trr,c t r drivers. ThEtf are p1auni:lg to strike again as 

soon as it dries up. 

The strikers started rti.th thepoople who ohop and pick cotton o.nd tro.ctor 

drivers n.nd novr the peo l c on var i ooo p lan tations are striking. 

Each tovm i s or gc.. izir:f, t-heir stri1: e and officers. Tho ch&.i.rJn.Q.n in 

Shaw is Georir. o Shelt on, Jr., S . ~ ·. :. 

·we need help rai sing oo ney so t he t eop l e on strH::e caJ1 pty the ir hou oo 

rent and bi 11 s. 

The wa.y wo got lo. n d rtl i cc B.rd n the-y l uno.owr.e r go.ve us e. few acres 

to ple.nt gardens on. Tre un on s arte d · e c · ·s o t l .Q c o l orcc pe op l e woren 't cB+:t:h-e 

tnything for thai r work. Wo ; :ill hi.".J. p the Negr oes fa.rrre r e thnt- .:;;\ve us le.nd to 

ro.ise the gardens. 

The money •;e r~i5 e we •i vo it t o t h E. p op e to pO()t t.roi r houso r ,cnt 

and bills. 'io would li ·m for ovol"';one to l"elp support tho st r ikers . 

Tm food \'1€ rue t r> i n , to et fer , ocm l r j u st r egulo.r food u ::o milk .. 

conned mel\t, pinto be a.r.s , but, Jr be an , 1:-

If y ou wan mer L orma:tio writ or c n.J. l' 

Mr. George She lton , Jr. 
GenGra1 Delive ry 
Sha.•;,r, Pi isS • 3 77 3 
{ 601) 754-9831 

Nr .s . · o.ry Rnw! ~ ins 
p. 0, Box 176 
Sh n. ·1, r · ss . 38 773 

l) 754-37 51 

Mrs. Nola. Yo.o Coleman 
p. o. Bo:r. 176 
S(1610ru1v~ Mi~. 38773 

) 754-3751 

If nnything is sent · o t.' e s r Lwr s, leas send it to Dox 547, Shaw, Misa. 
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