
T H E G r: tT E R A L C 0 N D I T I 0 N 

0 F T H E 

A L A B A M A N E G R 0 

This paper is a report published by the Student 
Nonviolent CoorClinating Committee . It is general 
in scope and is designed to accomplish tour purposes: 

1. To serve as a referenC€ .source for Sf!CC staff; 

2 . To sePve a s a counterpart to an earlier SNCC 
publication , "The (.;eneral Condition of the 
'1ississippi Ne.~ro" , and to a:fford the possi­
bility of comparing conditions in both states 
so as to clarify different approaches that may 
or may not be required ; 

3 . To indicate guidelines for future , more de­
tailed studies; 

~ . To expose to the eye of the genePal ?Ublic 
certain she.mefuL facts about ho"' a large num­
ber of American citizens live in Alabama. 

The statistics cited in this paper represent people, 
no matter ho•1 this may create difficulties in the rtinds 
of more fortunate Americans who would prefer that the 
statistics were merely numbers . 

In this report the term " Nonwhite " is used interchang­
ably with "tlegro . " Accordiny to the U. S . Census For 
Alabama for 19~0 , 0 . 09~ of the population of Alabama 
is non-Negro and non-whi t e and would therefore be in­
cluded in the category "Nonwhite." 

Student Nonviolent Coordinatin<; Committee 
S Raymond Street , N. ~l . 
Atlanta, Georgia 303L~ 

phone: 688-0331 

~larch , 1955 
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PART l, POPULATION 

Growth in the Population 

Number and Proportion - J:n 1960, 983,131 Negroes constituted 
3o.i\ of the total 3,266,740 population of Alabama. There has 
been a steady decline in the proportion of black people to 
whites in tne statE!, although the rate of this decrease has 
slowed in recent decades. This declining proportion of Non­
whites results most noticahly from the marked increase in the 
white population , wnile the nonwhite population has remained 
fairly const~nt. ( Table 1 and Chart 1 ) The state as a whole 
has steadily grown i~ total population since 1900, whi~e the 
nonwhite pop~ation has, in fact, decreased from '•hat it ~1as 
in 1940. 

Birth Rates - ( Table 2 and Chart 2 ) The Hegro birth rate has 
1ncreased considerably since the end o£ the depression ' 30 's 
and stands at hi~~her levels than the ~1hite!1 . Increased tleP,ro 
birth rate would tend to imply better registration of vital 
statistics and/or better health facilities reducinv childbirth 
related deaths . The latter stateMent requires qualification 
in the light of figures that follow later in this report. The 
white birth rate has been steady to declininp,. The overall 
r.fcgro population is kept fair~y constant by migration out of the 
state and higher death rates; just as tne t•hite population in­
creases because of migration of more whites to AlabaMa than 
away from Alabama , and because of lower death rates . 

Death Rates - ( Table 3 and Chart 3 ) Overall death rates in 
Alabama are decreasing for both whites and nonwhites . The death 
rates for nonwhites, however , remain consistently hieher than 
the white death rates. The death rate Ior nonwhites in 1960 was 
higher than the death rate for whites in 1925, the first year 
for which we have statistics. Clearly this reflects the results 
of separate-but-"equal" standards of living and health facilities. 

Infant Mortality - ( Table ~ and Chart 4 ) The death rate for in­
fants under one year of age is shockingly high far nonwhites as 
compared to whites . It is decreasing for both racial groups, 
but still nearly t~lice as many ~Jegro babies as ~1hite babies rlie 
before their first birthdays . The death rate for Negro babies 
in 1962 was at about the same level as that for white babies in 
the early 1940's -- only about twenty years behind whites in this 
matter of life. 

Fet.al Death R;~tes - ( Table 5 and Chart S ) The fetal death rate 
J.S a measure of the death rate of unborn children from 20 weeks 
old to their birth . It can thus be an indirect measure of the 
kind of care a pregnant wo~an receives and the conditions under 
which she lives. The fetal death rate for non~1hites has been 
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consistent ly high; since 1950 it has been at least twice as 
hir,h as the white fetal death rate . There is no indica tion of 
a trend to.,arcl decreasing these death rates . 

Neonatal Death Rates - ( Tabl e 6 and Chart 6 ) This s t atistic 
measures the number of deaths of babies under 28 days old in 
each 1,000 live births . Premature babies must recei ve hospit al 
care during this period to assure their survival. The s t atistic 
thus indicates the fate of most premature babies and is a mea­
sure of the hospital and maternity care available to lJep;roes in 
Alabama. The neonatal deatn rate is consistently at least 30'!1 
higher ror Uegro babies than ~rh ite babies . 

Maternal Death Rates - ( Table 7 and Chart 7 l Since 1927 mothers 
of both races have incre.a!;i inP,ly survived the perils o.f child­
birth . nut in 1962 rive ti~es as many Nep,ro mothers as white 
mothers died as a resul t of childbirth. In this same year 98 . 3% 
of the white mothers bore their children in hospitals ~rith t he 
assistance of a physician; only 5.6 . 5% of the Ne~ro !'\others were 
so fortunate . 

Significant Population Characteristics 

Changes in the Population - ( Table 8 and Chart 9 ) ~~ile the 
tot al populat1on of the state increased in the period 1950-1960 , 
bo~h the Negro and white population in the age group 20-3~ years 
old decreased . A simi lar decrease occur red for Negroes in the 
group 35- '1'1 years of age . This age span for Negroes , 20 - 44- , re­
presents the period of their lives in wnich they are most likely 
to find employment . The ~reate£ nu~ber evidently choose to take 
their chances outside of Alabama. The overall increase in white 
population was ten times that of the increase in llegro population . 

Urban- Rural ilistribution - ( Tables 9 and 10 l tlegroes and ~rhites 
are distr1buted fairly equally het~reen urban and rural areas of 
the state . The main eoncentrat ion o-f tlegroes, ho1.revcr , is in 
the sout hern and rural part of tl\e state . ( see map l Urban Ala­
bama has gro>m considerably in 1950-60 . Both Negroes and whites 
contributed to this increase , altho1~gh whites mainly account .for 
the growt h of Alabama cities . At the same time , Negroes le.ft the 
rural area in greater proportion than whites . 

County Variations - ( Table l~ ) Counties locat ed in t he southern 
rural part of the state have , for the most part , l ost populat ion 
in the out-of- county migration . These are the counties wit h the 
highest percentage of tlegroes. The counties that have made con­
siderable gains in populati on are locat ed i n the northeast and 
north central parts of the stat e where t here is heavy industry 
along the Tennesse River and The National Aer onautics and Space 
Admi nistration has a large installati on at Huntsville . Al so the 
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counties on Mobile Bay have grown considerably . Each of these 
three growth areas are economically affluent . Otherwise, county 
gro.,.,th reflects the general growth of tne cities located therein . 
Counties with the largest population are Jefferson, Madison, Mo­
bile, Montgomery, and Tuscaloosa. There are 21 counties 
with over 40% nonwhite population . It should be noted that nor­
thern counties have very low proportions of nonwhites . 

Urban Places of 10
1

000 or ~tore - ( Table 12 ) There are 29 cities 
Wlth a population ~n excess of 10 1 000 in Alabama. Birmingham, 
Mobile, and ~lontgomery are the largest , and they have the largest 
number of nonwhites. Cities with the 11reatest percentage of non­
whites are Bessemer, Fairfield, Selma, Prichard and Birmin~ham. 
All but eight of these 29 cities have more than 20\ nonwhite pop­
ulation. 

TABLE 1: POPULATION OF ALABAMA BY COLOR, 1900-196 0 

Year Total White Nonwhite \Non•1hite 

1960 3,266,7140 2,283,609 983,131 30.1 
1950 3,061,7113 2,079,591 982,152 32.1 
1940 2,832,961 1,849,097 983,864 34. 7 
1930 2,6116,2118 1,700,844 945,1104 35.7 
1920 2,348,174 1,447,032 901,142 38.4 
1910 2,138,093 1,228,832 909,261 42. 5 
1900 1,828,697 1,001,152 827,545 t1 5 . 3 
Source: Bureau of the Census 

CHART 1: POPULATION 1920 - 1960 in thousands 

1920 

1930 

1940 

1950 

19&0 

~------------------------------------------------------_J 2,284 
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TABLE 2: BIRTH RATE BY COLOR; selected years, 1927-1960 

Live births per 1 , 000 of the population 

1960 
1958 
1950 
19lf5 
1940 
1935 
1930 
1927 

!lonwhite 

30.0 
29.9 
33.11 
25.9 
24.11 
24 . 8 
211.3 
25.11 

Hhite 

22 . 0 
23.6 
23 . 9 
22 . 5 
21.0 
21.7 
211.0 
27 . 0 

Sources: Alabama Oepartmen~ of Health 
Vital Statistics of the u.s. 

CHART 2: BIRTH RATE; selected years 

Live birth rate per 1,000 of population in each racial group 

1930 1935 1940 19115 1950 1958 1960 



TABLE 3: DEATH RATE BY COLOR; selected years , 192&-1960 

Deaths per 1 , 000 of the population in each racial group 
Excludes stillbirths and deaths in the Armed Services 

Year Nonwhites Whites 

1960 11.'1 8 . 2 
1950 11.'1 7 . 5 
1940 1'1 . 0 8 . 5 
1935 13 . 2 8.8 
1930 15 . 2 9 . 11 
192 5 15. 2 9 . 5 

Sources: u.s. Bureau of the Census 
Alabama Department of Health 

CHART 3: DEATH RATE ; selected years 

Deaths per 1 , 000 of the population in each racial group 

••·'I ''· 'f 

1930 1935 191!0 
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TABLE 4: INfANT MORTALITY BY COLOR; selected years, 1930-1962 

Deaths under 1 year of age ~er 1,000 2ive born in each racial group 

Year 

1962 
1960 
1958 
1950 
1940 
1930 

Nonv1hite 

43.9 
45 . 0 
51.0 
46.3 
94. 1 

105.1 

\·lhit~ 

23.0 
24 . 9 
26 .1 
30 . 6 
55.7 
60 . 3 

Sources: U. S. Bureau of the Census 
Vital Statistics of the u.s. 

CHART I! : INfANT ~IOR.TALITY , 1930-1960 

Humber of deaths per 1,00!> live births 
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TABLE 5: FETAL DEATH RATES; selected years , 1950-1962 

Deaths of fetuses 20 weeks old until birth per 1 , 000 live birt hs 
in each racial group 

Year Nonwhite White 

1962 30 . 5 14 . 0 
1961 32 . 0 11+ . a 
1960 33 . 4 15 . 1 
1959 32 . 6 15 . 0 
1958 31.7 14 . 6 
lSSO 36 . 3 19 . 0 

Source: Vital Statistics of the u.s. 

CHART S: tETAL ~ORTALI7Y, 19S0-1962 

Deaths per 1,000 ~irths 

19SQ 1958 1959 1960 19&2 
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TABLE 6: Nl:OtiATAL O£ATH RATES; selected years , 1950-1962 

Deaths of babies under 28 days of age per 1 , 000 live births 
in each racial group 

Year tJonwhite White 

1962 24.7 U . 9 
1961 25.6 ~7 . 7 
1960 2'1.2 l8 . 5 
1959 17.5 17.3 
1958 30 . 1 19.1 
1950 28 . 7 22.5 

Source: Vijjal Statistics of the u.s. 

Cll/IRT 6: tr£0NATAL MORTALITY , 1950-1962 

Deaths per 1,000 births 

30-

20-

10-



TABLE 7: MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES BY COLOR; selected years 
1927-1962 

9 

Deaths of mothers per 1 , 000 live births in each racial group 

Year 

1960-62 
1960 
1950 
1940 
1935 
1930 
1917 

Nonwhite 

1.111 
1. 42 
2.2 
9.6 
7.7 

Ul7 
U.2 

vlhite 

4.0 
5.3 
7.6 
6 . 2 

Sources : U. S. Bureau of the Census 
Vital Statistics of the U. S . 

CHART 7: MATERNAL MORTALITY, 1930- 1962 

'laternal mortality deaths per 1,000 live births 

10-

5-
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1930 1940 1950 196 0 
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TABLE 8: % CHANGE IN POPULATION, 1950- 1960 

Dec~ease signified by a minus 

-------- Negro ---------- ----------- ~fui~e ---------
# % " \ 

Age Group Inc . or Dec, Inc . or Dec . Inc. or Dec . Inc. or Dec . 

Total all ages 1,500 0.01 209,024 10.0 
Under 10 years 23 , 068 9 . 2 26,494 5 .8 

59,517 16.5 
-42,651 -8.8 

17 ,18 5 R.O 
99,102 28.9 
U7 1 358 36.2 

10-19 years 13,332 6.8 
20-311 years -43,045 -21.5 
35-ijll years -22,723 -18.8 
45-64 years 18. 7 04 12.9 
65 years 11,120 ~7.0 

Source: U.S . Bureau of the Census 

CHART 8: \CHAI'IGE IN THE POPULATION, 1950-1:360 

nr:CPEJ\SC IJIC'l.EASt 
-30\ -20!1. - lOll 0 10!1. 20% 30% 

Total all ages 

Under 10 yrs . of age 

10-19 yrs . of aP,e 

20-34 yrs . of a£e 

35-U4 yrs . of age 
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TABLE 9 : POPULATION BY RACt AND URBAN OR RURAu RESIDENCE, 1960 

Place of residence Nonwhite 'l!Nonwhite Pop . ~1hite %White l'op. 

The State 983 , 131 100 . 0 2 , 283 , 609 100.0 
Urban 558,075 56 . 8 1 , 237 , 091; 54 . l 
Rural Nonfarm 300 ,217 30 . 5 76S , 499 33.7 
Rural f"arm 124 , 831 12 . 7 278,021; 12 . 2 

Source : U. S. Bureau of the Census 

TABLE 10: URBAN- RURAL l1IGRATION OF THE l~ATIVE POPULAT!OH 
BY RACE, 1950-1960 

Minus signifies a decrease 

Place of Residence Potu1ation Potu1ation Net 1·!igration 1950-1960 
and Race 9SO ~ # \ 

State 3,061,743 3,266•,740 2U4,997 6.7 
White 2,079,591 2,283,609 20~,018 9.8 
Nonwhite 982,152 983,131 979 0.1 

Urban: 
The State 1,340,937 1,791, 721 460,784 33.6 
White 886 '717 1,235,811 349,094 39,ij 
Nonwhite 4511,220 555,910 101,690 22.4 

Rural.: 
The State 1,720,806 1,1175,019 -245,787 -111. 3 
White 1,192,874 1,047 , 798 -145,076 -12.2 
Nonwhite 527,932 1127,221 -100,711 -19.1 

TABLE ll: POPULAT10tl AND POPULATIOtl CHANGES HI COUNTIES, 1950-60 

County Total 1960 ~onwhite 1CJ60 %Nonwhite % Met Chan~<es 
Population Population 1960 In Population 

1950 - 1960 

Autauga 18,739 7 , 900 112 . 2 3 . 0 
Baldwin 49 , 088 10 , 329 21. 0 19 . 7 
Barbour 24,700 12 , 850 5'2 . 0 - 111 . 5 
Bibb 1.'1-, 357 ~ , 417 30 . 8 -20 . 2 
Blount 25 .4-~9 836 03 . 3 -12.2 
Bullock. 13 . 462 9 , 681 11 . 9 -16 . 1 
Butler 24 , 560 10 , 985 411 . 7 -16.0 
Calhoun 95,878 18 , 073 18 . 8 20 . 5 
Chambers 37,828 13,869 36 . 7 -4 . 3 
Cherokee 16 , 303 1 , 093 10 . 11 - 7 . 5 
Chilton 25 , 693 4 , 078 15 . 9 -4 . 6 
Choctaw 17,870 8,858 II 9 . 6 - 6 . 7 
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TABLE: ll continued 

Coun1:y Total 1960 IJonwhi te 1960 !!;rlon..-hil:e \ !let Changes 
Population Population In Population 

1950-1960 

Clarke 25 , 738 12,751 49 . 5 -3.1 
Clay 12 ,4 00 7. , 028 16.4 -11.0 
Cleburne 10 , 911 699 06 .4 -8 . 3 
Coffee 30 , 583 6,363 20 . 8 -0 .4 
Colbert 45 , 506 8,91!2 19 . 3 17 . 6 
Conecuh 17 ,7 62 8,088 45 . 5 -18 . 4 
Coosa 10.726 3 , 879 36.2 -8 . 8 
Covington 35 , 631 5,751 16 .l -11.7 
Crenshaw 14,909 4 , 643 31.1 -21 . 5 
Cullrnan 45,572 521 01.1 -7.1 
Dale 31,06& 5,607 18 . 0 ~<9.2 
Dallas 56,667 32.715 57 . 7 0 . 7 
De Kalb 41,'117 821 2 . 0 -8.1 
!::!more 30 . 524 10 , 303 33.8 -3 . 6 
E:scambia 33' 511 11 ,459 34 . 2 6 . 6 
ttowah 96,980 14 , 998 15 . 5 3 . 3 
Fayette 16,148 2,574 15.9 -16 . 7 
franklin 21,988 1, 232 05 . 6 -14 . 5 
Geneva 22 , 310 3 , 365 15.1 -13 . 9 
Greene 13 , 500 11 , 0 54 81 . 3 -17 . 5 
llale 19 , 537 13,811 70 . 7 -6 . 2 
Henry 15 ,2 86 6,965 llS.6 -18 . 1 
Hous1:on 50,718 13,885 27.4 9 .0 
Jackson 36,681 2 , 238 6 . 1 -5 . 9 
Jefferson 634 , 864 219 , 829 3l! . 6 13 . 6 
Lamar ll! , 27l 2 , 103 ll! . 7 - 13 . 2 
Lauderdale 61 , 622 7 , 267 ll . 8 13 . 7 
Lawrence 2l!,501 5 ,4 68 22 . 3 -9 . 7 
Lee 49 , 7Slf 18,?96 36 . 8 10 . 4 
Limestone 36 , 513 7 , 6?9 20 . 9 2 . 1 
Lowndes 15 ,417 12,439 80.7 -14 . 4 
Macon 26,717 22 , 312 83 . 5 -12 . 6 
Madison 117,348 22,065 18.8 61.0 
Marengo 27,098 16,834 62.1 8 . 1 
Marion 21,837 733 03 . 4 -20.0 
Marshall 48,018 1,124 02 . 3 6 . 5 
Mobile 314,3 01 101 ,4 28 32.3 36 . 0 
Monroe 22,372 11 , 342 50 .7 -13 . 1 
Montgomery 169 ,210 64 . 72 5 38 . 3 21.8 
Morgan 60 . 454 7 , 647 12 . 6 111 . 2 
Perry 17,358 11 ,11 15 65 . 8 -15 . 1 
Pickens 21 , 882 9 , 7811 1!4 . 7 -10 . 1 
Pike 25 , 987 10 , 745 41.3 -15.1 
Randolph 19,1177 11 , 976 25 . 5 -13 . 5 
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TABLE 11 continued 

County Total 1960 Nonwhite 1960 %l!on~1hi te \ l!et Changes 
Population Population In Population 

1950-1960 

Russell 116,351 22,98S 49.6 14.8 
St . Clair 25,388 11,272 16.8 -4. 9 
Shelby 31,132 6,083 18.9 5.8 
Sumter 20.0111 15.298 76. 3 -15 .], 
Talladega 65 ,495 20,970 32.0 2. 9 
Tallapoosa 35,007 10,119 28.9 -0.2 
Tuscaloosa 109 , 047 31,328 28.7 15.9 
1.-/alker 54,111 5,627 lO . il -15. 0 
Washington 15,372 5·,306 34 . 5 -1. 5' 
Wilcox 18,739 14,, s 9 8 77.9 -20 . 2 
l·linston 14,858 81 00 .5 -18. 6 

Source: u.s. Bureau of Census 
City and County ~ata Book -1 9u2 

TABLE 12 URBAN PLACES Of 10,000 OR ~ORE POPUL/\TIOJJ, 
BY COLOR, AIID \ IIONWH!TI:,, 1960 

Total Population Nonwhite Population, ~~~on~•hi te 

Alexander City 13,140 3,366 25.6 
.Andalusia 10 ,263 2' 29'9 22.4 
Anniston 33,657 11,438 34.0 
Auburn 16,261 3,6'92 22 •. 7 
Bessemer ~3,0511 18,.992 0 57. 5 
Birmingham 340 ,887 135 , 200 39.7 
Chickasaw 10,002 13 
Cullman 10,883 '11 
Decatur 29,217 4,781 16.4 
Dothan 31,440 8,969 28.5 
Enterorise ll, ~ 10 2,846 211.9 
Fairfield 15, !H6 8,293 52 . 11 
Florence 31,649 4,893 15..5 
Gadsden 5.8,088 12,306 21.2 
Home~10od 20,289 2,278 11.2 
Huntsville 72,365 10,01t6 13.9 
Jasper 10,799 l, 9118 18.0 
!1obile 202,779 65,673 32.1t 
Montgomei'y 134,393 117,339 35 .2 
Mount<tin Brook 12,680 152 01.0 
Opelika 15,678 5,957 38 . 0 
Phenix City 27,630 10 , 189 36.9 
Prichard 47,371 22,316 117 . 1 
Selma 28,385 13,985 119.3 
Sheffield 13.4 91 2,4111 18 . 1 
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TABLE 12 continued 

Total Population Nonwhite Popu lation \Nonwhite 

Sylacauga 
Talladega 
TPoy 
Tuscaloosa 

12,857 
17 '74 2 
10,234 
63,370 

3 , 586 
5,820 
3,87~ 

18,839 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 

PART 2, EMPLOYMENT 

27.9 
32 , 8 
37 . 9 
29 , 7 

Composition of the Labor Force - ( Table 13 and Chart 13 ) The 
proportl.on of whl.tes l.S very similal" to the propor>tion of non­
whites in the labor force, lo/hen broken do~m by selC, however, 
differences emerge. There are, for example, a greater percen­
ta~e of !regro women in the urban lal>or force, and the proportion 
of Negro males in the labor force is considerably less than for 
whites. 

Unemployment - ( Chart 14 ) Unemployment among flegr'oes stands 
at ov~r 40% higher than among whites. There has been more un­
favorable increase in the r>ate of unemployment for Negroes than 
whites since 1950. 

Industr and Occu ational Distribution - Table 14 Indicat~s that 
almost tw1ce as many legroes as w tes are employed in agriculture; 
while greater pl"opot'tions of ~Illites than lleRroes are employed in 
manufacturing. Only in service industries does the proportion 
of lJegroes employed outstrip the proportion of whi t:es. Table 15 
breaks this down by occupations. It is clear which end of t:he 
job spectrum is composed of Negroes -- the lowest:. 

Pattern of Unemplo;yen't - Table 16 indicates the occupations of 
those persons unem~oyed. ~ong the unemployed nonwhites, S3% 
of the males and 80\ of the females were among the unskilled. 
About 16% of the male nonwh~ite and 6~ of the females are in the 
skilled ca~gory; and about 27\ male and 9\ females are in th~ 
semi-skilled class. 11ost unemployment is amonP, non-farm laboring 
and service groups. This gets as high as 47.5\ for nonwhite males 
and 68 . S% for nonwhite females. Thus , the cities of Alabama pro­
bably should be looked to for the greatest number of unemployed 
Negroes. 
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TABLE 13: \ NON~THTTES AIID '•/HITES Irl TfiE LABOR FORCE, BY SEX, l960 

\ Composition of t:he labor force for racial groups 

£mployment: 
Status and Sex Urban 

'1ale: 
Total lU y!'s. 
and over 100 

In labor force 78.9 

Net in labor force 21.1 

In labor force 
employed 95 .9 

In labor force 
uner~ploye.d 4 . 1 

remale : 
Total H yrs. 
and over 100 

In labor force 35.0 

!lot in labor force 6 5 . 0 

In labor £orce 
empl oyed 95 .6 

In labor force 
unemployed ij , u 

White ------­
Rural Rural 
'lonfarm rarm 

100 

72 . 4 

27.6 

94.1 

5 . 9 

100 

25.3 

7~.7 

94.0 

6.0 

100 

72.2 

27.8 

96 . 8 

3.2 

100 

20 . 7 

79.3 

5 .4 

Urban 

100 

69.9 

30.1 

99 . 1 

10 . 9 

100 

4U.2 

55 .8 

92 .4 

7.6 

Nonwhite ------
Rural Rural 
llonfarm Farm 

100 

61.0 

39 . 0 

92 . 6 

100 

29.5 

70.5 

92 .7 

7.3 

100 

69.9 

30.1 

91;.7 

3 . 3 

100 

23 . 3 

76.7 

91.6 

8.4 
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CHART 13: \NEGRO AND WRITE POPULATION IN THE LABOR fORCE 

HALES 

11., 

Urban 

7J.f 7~ 

Rural 
Non­
farm 

Rural 
Farm 

f.EHALES 

Urban Rul"al 
Non­
fal"m 

Rural 
fal"''' 

CHART 14 : \NEGRO AND WHITE WORKERS JN THE LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYED 
1950- 1960 

5.4 

3 . 6 

1950 1960 
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TABJ .. E 11! : DlDUSTRY GROUPIHr, Or T.'IPLOYEn PERSONS, (Per ce ntage) 1960 

--------
1:/hite --------- ------- Nonwhi te -------

State Urban Rural nural ~tate Urban Rural Rural 
Industry !lonfarm farm flonFarM fal"'m 

Agriculture 7 . 9 0 . 8 6 . 7 45 . 9 14 . 2 1. 5 22 . 5 65 . 0 

~lanufacturing 29 . 2 27 . 8 35 . 1 20 . 9 19 , II 19 . 6 23 . 0 1() . 3 

\·Tholes ale T:rade 3 . 0 3 . 9 2 . 1 1 . 2 1.7 2 . 2 1. 0 O. lt 

'1ining 1. 1 0 . 6 2 . 5 (l . S 1.1 1.1 1.4 0 .1 

Transportation , 4 . 9 5 . 8 4 • 0 2 . 6- 3 . 1 3 . 8 2 . 3 l.'+ 
Communicati ons \ 
other "Public 
utilities 

Retail 'I'rad e 16 . 3 18 . 6 15 .1 7 . 9 1L 7 11.0 fi . 9 2 .4 

~ervice I ndustri es H . O l8 . 9 13 . 3 7 . 9 110 .1 U6 . 6 3'+ . 0 15 . 3 

Ind:1stry no t 2 . 0 2 .2 1.1) 1 . G 2 . 3 2. 6 1. & 1.6 
reported 

Source: u.s. Bur ea u of the Cens us 
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TAaL£ 15 : % I::IFLOYED PERSOtiS l)J RACIAL MlD "EXUAL GROUPS MID 
THEIR OCCUPATIO!lS, 1960 

Occu:>at ion 
'{ale 

Hhite~nHhite 

Professional,technieal 9 . 1 

rarmers ana farm ~anagers 7 . 5 

~1npr ' s, o£fjcials, pro;>rietorsl2 . 3 

rlerical ana kindred workers s,u 

Sales <~orl(ers 7. '2 

Craftsmen , foremen and 2 2. 3 
ldndr"ed ~~orkers 

Operatives and kindred 21 . 3 
workers 

Private household workers 

Service workers, exce?t 3 . 5 
private household ~1krs . 

Farm laborers, except unpair 2.~ 
an<! foreman 

Laborers, except farm & s.s 
mine 

Occupations not reported. / , 2 

Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census 
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TAB LJ.: 16 : 11AJO~ G~OUP OCCUPJ\TTONS o r THT. r.XPI:RILNCf.D IJNEMl'LOYEn , 
(Percentage) l9EO 

llale 
Occupation Grouo \·lhi ~e -r'iOnwhi tl! 

Professional , technical '2 . 7 

Farmers and f arm managers 1.5 

t1ngr's , officials , proprietors 3 . 1 

Clerical f. kindred workers 4 . 3 

Sa les workers 3 . 9 

Craf'tsmen , foreman E kindred 30 . 2 
wor'kers 

Operatives & kindred workers 29 . 2 

Private household workers 0 . 2 

Service workers , except 2 . 8 
private household 

rarm l aborer & foreman 3 . 9 

Laborers , except foreman 13 . 9 
&- mine 

Occupation not reported 4 . 2 

Sour ce: U. S. Bureau of the Census 
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PART 3, INCOME 

Income of Persons, 1950~1960 - { Table 17 and Chart 15 ) Median 
~ncome LS a tLgure representing an average income; half the 
peop~e in a group make more than th~s median income figure and 
half in the group make less. Thus, median income tells one about 
a larg.e number of people who are even ~1orse off than expressed in 
this "average." The median income for nonwhite individuals is in­
credibly low, especially in the rural area where it is $669 per 
year. In all cases, rural , urban, or statewide, tlegroes make at 
best 30\ less than ·whites. Income for white persons increased 
63\ from 1950-1960; for Negroes this was only a Ul\ increase. 

Income of families, 1960 - ( Table 18 ) A similar situation occurs 
for medl.an 1ncome among families as among individual persons. In 
all areas of the state, white families earn £rom 40-44% more than 
Negro families. Thus, the usual solution that a family looks to 
for raising the total income for the family, namely to put mem­
bers of the family to work at as young 3n age as possible, does 
not seem to bPing relief to Negro families. Wages for llegroes are 
apparently too low for this to be a favorable •1ay out of the 
dilemma. 

TABLE 17: MEDIAN YEARLY INCOME FOR PERSONS, 1950-1960 

19.50 1960 
Race State UiiDa"n Rural State trrbcin Rural 

Nonwhite $615 $868 $425 $866 $1,032 $669 

White $1,1;55 $2,011 Sl , Ol3 $2,371 $3,008 $1,737 

Source: u.s . Bureau OI the Census 

TABLE 18: MEDIAN YEARLY INCOME FOP FA1'1ILIES, 1960 

Race of 
f'aml!LeS State Urban Rural NonFarm Rural Farm 

Nonwhite $2,009 $2,568 $1,550 Sl,OSS 

\·lhi te $11,76~ S5,779 $3,829 $2 ,516 

Source: u.s. Bureau of the Census 
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CHART lS : ~lEDIAl'l YEARLY It1COI1f. FOR PERSONS , 1950- 1960 
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PART 4 , £0UCAT.ION 

~edian School Years Completed 1950-19~0 - ( Table 19 and Chart 16) · 
Only eight of Alabama!s ll8 elementary and highschool districts 
have .been desegregated since 1963 . The segregated schools of Ala­
bama have been improving since 1950, both for whites and tlegroes. 
The situation, as concerns school years completed (for persons 25 
years and older) still remains disgraceful for both racial groups. 
Uegroes in rural areas have completed an average of 5.5 years of 
elementary scho0l. lt is easy to see what the level of literacy 
must be under these conditions. 

TABL:C H : 'fEDlA!I SCliOOL YEARS C0t1PLETED, 1950-1960, among persons 
25 years old or older 

Location and Race ~ledian Years 'ledian Years 
Completed nso Comoleted Bso 

The State 
Total 7 . 9 9 . 1 
~lhite 8 . 8 10 . 2 
Nom1hite 5. 4 6 .5 

Urban 
Tot a~ 9.0 10 .3 
\7hite 10.8 11.6 
llonwhite 6 .2 7 . 3 

~ural 
Total 7.0 a . 1 
~Illite 7.9 a.1 
Nonwhite 4.5 5 .5 

Source: U. S. Bur·eau of the Census 

CHART 1.6: 1·1BD1AN SCHOOL YLARS C0'·1PLtTEn FOR THE STATE , BY COLOR , 
1950-1960 
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PART 5 , HOUSING 

Hous ing Condi t i ons and Ta c i lities - ( Table 20 ) tlegro housin~ 
lS summar1zed m Tabl e 2{} . Alabama tlegroes lived in 228, 4 08 
housing units in 1 960 . Of these , 42\ were o•mer- occupie<l a nd 
58% were r e nter- occupied . Of all t hese housing u nits , only 38% 
were classed as sound , 34\ as deteriorating , a nd 28~ as di l ap­
i dated . The IJ . S . Census Bureau defines "dilaoidat ed " as ,follows: 
"Dilapidated housing does not provi de safe and adequ at e shelter 
and in its present condition endangers t he healt h , s afety, or 
we l l - be i ng of t he oc cupants . " 36!!. of t he tlegro t enant s in the 
stat e l i ve in s uch houses . the picture i s equally shocking for 
the sani tary tacil i ties in Negro nouses . ln t he cities , 28% 
of the Hegro homes aPe wit hou t toilets ; in the rural area s , 92~ 
are -.1thout suc h :facil i ties. I n the rural area s the worse con­
dit ions exist: 77'+. of the home s have no pi!)ed vTater , 92!1. have 
no tubs or showers , and 38% of the s t ructures themselves are 
di l api dat ed . 

TABLE 20 : tn::GI~O HOUS!NG , 1960 

Total housin~ units 
Owner- occup1ed N 

't 

Renter- occupied P 
~ 

Condltion of housing 
Owner-occup1ed: 

Sound 
Ueteriorat ing 
Dilapidated 

Rent er- occupied : 
Sound 
Deteriorating 
Dilapidated 

Houses >Titn water supply 
Hot and cold piped inside 
Only cold piped inside 
Piped water outside 
rio piped water 

Toilet facilit i es 
fi~sh toilet s , exclusi ve use 
f l u s.h t o i let s , shared use 
Other toile t facilities or 

None 
Bathin~ facili t ies 

Tub or shower , exclusive use 
Tub or shower , shared 
No t ub or shower 

State Total 
228,4 0/l 

96 , fi6 7 
42 . 3 

131 , 721 
57 . 7 

'19 , 497 
36 , 332 
16 , 858 

37, 048 
'l6 , 681 
't7 , 99Z 

70,659 
53 , 521j 
27, 679 
76 , 551 

1 01 , 921 
6 , B54 

119 , 733 

75 , 321 
2 , 734 

150 , 352 

Source: U. S . Bureau of t he Cens~s 

Urban 
l4o ,sa 

60 , 9].6 
43 . '1 

79 , 60? 
sr- .6 

34 , 797 
18 ' 07 2 

8 , 047 

2B , 3 1~6 
27 , 654 
23 , 602 

63 , 669 
47 , B!l1 
19 , 918 

9 , 050 

911 , 6?2 
f) . 719 

39 ,177 

68 , 371 
2 , 633 

69 , 514 

Rural 
s7, a9o 
35 , 771 
IJ 0 • 7 

52 , 119 
59 . 3 

14 , 7110 
12 , 26(1 

8 , 81J. 

8 , 702 
19 , 027 
24 , 390 

6 , 9135 
5 ' 64 3 
7 ,761 

67 , 501 

7 , 199 
135 

8.0 , 556 

6 , 952 
100 

80 , 83 8 



P/\RT 6 • VOTJ:R REGISTRATTOtl OAT/\ N 
.r: 

Denial of the Riljht t o Vot e - In Table 71 below ~•e have uncterlined those 1\labama counties 
that the Civll Rlgflts Divlsion of the Justice Depar'tment has listed as counties "in which 
denials of voting riphte were found." There are J7 such count ies out of the state ' s total 
of 67 counties . 

Count;)! Porulation of Vot in& Age 1/hites Pesistered !lei roes Rel!i&tered Rej!istered Nel!roes 
Wh tE' fie?,ro 11 $ ' as a f ol' Total 

rount;)! ~eg,1strat1on 

Aut au!' a 6 . 353 3 , 651 11,£111 72 . 6 125 3 . 11 2.6 
Baldwin 27 . 236 II , S77 16,3110 73 . 5 900 19.9 5 . 2 
riarEour 7 , 338 5.787 6 , 1100 87 . 2 uoo 6 . 9 5 . 9 
B1bS s . so7 1 , 990 5 , 1'92 98 . 0 200 10 . 1 3.11 
iiTO'ij'nt liJ . 368 ne 11 , 609 80 . 8 100 26 . 5 0 . 9 
Bullock 2 , 387 4 , 4 so 2 ,2 00 92 . 2 5 0 . 1 0 . 2 
Butl er 8.363 11.820 8 ,11 02 1 00 . 5 831 17.2 9 . 0 
Calhoun 44,739 9.036 211 , 557 511.9 2 , 000 22 . 1 7 . 5 
Chambers 15 . 369 6 , II 97 12 , 361 80 . u 1100 6 . 2 3 . 1 
Cherokee 8 , 537 787 7 , 650 89 . 6 350 411. 8 11 , 11 
Chilton 12 , 861 1 , 911 7 11 . 1101 88.6 750 38 . 5 6 . 2 
Choctaw 5 , 192 3 , 982 5,560 107.1 150 3 .8 ~.6 
Clarke 7 , 899 5 , 833 8,100 102.6 1100 6.9 11,7 
Clay 6 ,117 0 926 ?, 229 111.7 350 17.8 11,6 
Cleburne ~.no 385 5 ,SlB 911,0 76 10.5 1.3 
CoffeQ lli,Ul 2,9115 10,901 76.7 588 19,7 5.1 
Colber't 21,680 11,575 17,0211 H.S 1,300 28,11 7.1 
Conec:uh 5 , 907 3,635 3 , 336 S6 . S 300 8.3 8,3 
coosa 11,201 1,7911 11,203 100 . 0 397 22.1 8.6 
Coving1:on 18,1166 2 ,876 15 , 7R8 85 . 5 835 29.0 5.0 
Crenshaw 6,310 7,?07 6 , 196 98 . 2 II 93 22 . 3 7.11 
Cullman 25 , 8 ~ 8 2R5 17,350 67 . 1 150 52 . 6 0.9 



TABLE 21: continued 

Countl( Poeulation of Voting Age Whites Registered Nefroes Re~istered Refistered Negroes 
Whl.te f!eP,ro ~ ' as a 't or Total 

~ount::z: ~e¥1strat1on 

Dale 111 , 861 2,7113 7,400 119.8 600 21.9 7.5 
Dallas 111 ,11 00 1S , 115 9,195 63 . 9 130 0.9 1.11 
beRaib 23 , 878 1141 19 , 915 83 , 11 85 19.3 0.11 
Elmore 12,510 4 , 808 9 ,225 73.7 275 5.7 2 . 9 
Escambia 12 ,7 79 5 , 685 11 , 000 86.1 1,000 17.6 8.3 
Etowah 118,563 7,661 32 ,72 6 67 .4 1,955 25.5 5.6 
Fayette 8 , 277 1,291 8,soo 10?.7 450 :l4 • 9 s.o 
Franklin 12 ,41 2 645 10 , 967 88 . 4 350 54 . 3 3 . 1 
Geneva 11,357 1,606 7,281 64.1 111 0.9 0.2 
Greene 1,6119 5,001 1, 731 105.0 166 3 . 3 8 . 8 
Hale 3 , 5911 5,999 3,350 93 . 2 150 2.5 u • 3 
Henr:i 5,165 3 ,168 11 , 631 89.7 400 12.6 8.0 
Houston 22 , 095 6,899 12,850 58.2 675 9.8 5 . 0 
dackson 19 ,298 1,175 13,599 70.5 269 22.9 1.9 
j effe!'son 256 , 319 116,160 124,260 48.5 11,900 10 . 2 8 . 7 
Lamar 7,503 1' 027 9 ,152 122.0 600 58.4 6 . 2 
Lauderdale 31 , 089 3 ,726 18,605 59.8 900 24 . 2 ~~ • 6 
Lawrence 10,509 2,4 71 9,420 89 . 6 64 s 26.1 6 .4 
Lee 17 , 547 8,913 9,256 52 .7 1,500 16.8 13.9 
Limestone 16 , 173 3 , 579 9,450 58 . 4 650 1R . / 6.4 
!:ownaee 1,900 5,122 2 '24 0 117.9 0 0 0 
A' a con 2 . 918 11 '8 66 3,310 117.5 1 , 000 8.4 23 . ? 
A'aihson 54 t 516 10,666 21 , 650 39.7 l,:lSO 12.7 5 . 9 
Rarengo 6 , 104 7 ,7 91 5,886 96.11 139 1.8 2.3 
Rar1on 12 '656 403 11,191 88.11 194 118.1 1.7 
Marshall 26 , 997 637 19,175 71.0 50 7.8 0.3 
Rob1Ie 121,589 50,793 55,025 115.3 9,488 18.7 14 . 7 

... 
" 



TABLE 11: continued 

County Pol!ulation of Vot ing Age llhites Registered llefroes Revi:;tered Rez:istered Ne!!roes 
Whl.te 'legro ~ ' ' as a ~ ol Totar 

~ount~ ~es~strat~on 

Monroe 6,631 4 , 8!14 5 , 800 87 . 5 200 4 . 1 3 . 3 
'¥ontROmer~ 62,911 33 , 056 29 , 000 116 . 1 2 , 995 9 . 1 g , q 
Morgan 30 , 955 ~ , 159 1:7 ,027 55 . 0 1 , 800 113 . 3 9 . 6 
Perr~ 3 , ~111 5 , 202 3 . 235 94 . 0 265 5 . 1 7 . 6 
J5J.cl<cns 7 , 336 q , 373 6 ,2 66 85 . 11 550 12 . 6 8 . 1 
P1ke 9,126 5 , 259 7 , 950 87 . 1 200 3 . 8 2 . 5 
~o1ph 9 , 196 2 , 366 7 , 415 80 . 6 1 , 500 63 . 11 16 . 8 
Russell 13,761 10,531 7 , 878 57 . 2 700 6 . 6 8 . 2 
st. Clair 12,2411 2 , 053 8 , 200 67 . 0 ~00 39 . 3 8 . 9 
Shelb:r: 14,771 2 , 889 10 , 650 72 .1 350 12 . 1 3 . 2 
Sumter 3,01'1 6 , 814 2 , 650 86 . 6 qso 6 . 6 1ll • s 
'talladega 2!i , S35 9 , 333 17 , 866 69 .7 2 , 650 28 . 4 12 . 9 
'l'al1atoosa 15 , 310 lj , 99 9 13 , 600 88 . 8 700 14 . 0 4 • 9 
Tusca oosn 47 . 076 15 , 332 22 , 869 4 8 . 6 s,ooo 32 . 6 17 . 9 
ltlall<er 28 , 148 2 , 890 l9 , 30Q 68 . 6 1 , 200 41.5 5 . 9 
Washington 5 , 293 2 , 297 6 , 000 113 . 4 600 26 . 1 9 . 1 
IHlcox 2,634 6 , 085 2 , 950 112. 4 0 0 0 
Winston 8,559 117 7 , 996 93 . 4 15 31 . 9 0 . 2 
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The above stati~tics were taken from a 1961 report of the U . ~ . 
Civil Rights Commission . The Commission, in turn, took their 
statistics from a 196 (} survey by an Alabama ne•1spaper. There­
fore , these statistics snould be considered as good estimates 
only . Percentages over 100% indicate registration roles which 
have not been purged of dead persons or current non-residents . 

The U. S. Justice Department has been ~valved ~n legal proceed­
ings, ( or threatened them J charg_ing discr~mination against 
Negroes, in the t aLlowing counties : 

13ullock 
Clarke 
Dallas 
Elmore 
Hale 
Jefferson 
11acon 

Mad~son 

11obJ..Le 
Montgomery 
Perry 
::iUJl!ter 
vl~lcox 

In additJ.on, suJ.t was fi.Led by the JustJ.ce Dept . J.n January , .L965 
agaJ.nst the state ot A.labaJl!a's use of an extraordJ.narily dJ.ftJ.cult 
.l.J.terac::,. test as a voter> regJ.strat.J.on qual.J.ricatJ.on. 

At present , there are .L , 383 , 00b wh1.te people of voting age in 
hlabama; 69~ , or 935,000 of them, are registered to vote. There 
are 481,000 Negroes of voting age; 19~ ,or 93 ,737 of them, are 
regi~tered to vote . 

The Justice Department has ~ucceeded in chaneing ve:r.·y little des­
pite their massJ.ve activity. One of the reasons lies in the fed­
eral judges who have jurisdiction in such cases. Judge naniel H. 
Th-omas or Mobile hears !llany of the cases, especially from the 
heavily l<egro populated southern counties which are in his juris­
diction . He has, for instance, denied that discrimination exists 
in ~lilcox county where !!£.Negroes are registered , saying; "There 
is no evidence that Negro applicant~ were ~reated subs~antially 
different from white applicants ••• None of the Negroes were intir.ti­
dated, harrassed, or otherwise abused . " Judge Thomas has also 
complimented the nallas County Board of Registrars and their acti­
vities in Selma . 

Governor George l~allace has a~so been known to step i n when 
the bastions of segregation are threatened. One r egi strar in 
Jefferson County reported to the press recentl y: "I was contact­
ed ••• and told that the governor had called her (the person who 
had appointed this registrar ) to his office and to fire me f or 
registering Negroes ." 



28 

To successfully register an appLicant must do the following 
to the satisfaction of a three member £oa~d of Registrars: 

1) Reside in the state for one year; his county 
6 months; his ward or precinct for 3 months. 

2) Pay state po~L tax due for the 2 years immed­
iately preceeding the election in which he 
wishes to vote. (Poll tax is $1.50 per year.) 

3) Read and write any article of the U.S . Consti­
tution, 

~) Answer 4 questions from a ~ist of 10 0 questions 
concerning the U.S, governme!lt, poLitics, con­
stitution~ law, etc. The Registrars choose 
which questions he must answer . 

5) Fill out a questionaire 
ifications to register, 
in this section. 

about his personal qual­
There are 21 questions 

6) Take an oath in support of the U. S . and Alabama, 
and disavowing connection with any subversive 
group. 

Automatically disqualified are idiots, insane persons, ilLiterates, 
3nd ~ersons convicted of certain crim~. 

Registrars are appointed by a State Board, of which Governor 
Wallace is a member. 


