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THE STUDE:;':T NC'/1 ;LEW.- c.-,~iRDn~ATTh!G COEI'1ITTEE

6 RAYNOND ,5'i'REET
ItTLlmTj~, GEORGIA

COl'!STlTUTION

(as revised in ConferenceJ April 29, 1963)

I. Purpose

A. I'Je accept the f'o'Ll.owi.ng statement of purpose, adopted at the Raleigh
Conference in 1960, as the basis for our actions:

"lde affirm the philosophical or religious ideal of nonviolence as
the foundation of our purpose, the presupposition of our faith, and
the manner of our action. Nonviolence as it groHs from the Judaeo-
Christian tradition seeks a social order of justice permeated by
love. Integration of human endeavor represents the crucial first
step t.owar-d such a society.

Through nonviolence, cour-age displaces fear; 10'Je transforms hate.
Acceptance dissipates pre jud i ce ; hope ends ckspc,ir. Peace dominates
war; faith reconciles doubt. :tvhltual regsrd cancels emity. J\lst"Lce
for all overcomes injustice. The r'edempti.ve communi. ty super-ced es
systems of gross social immorality.

Love is the central motif of nonviolence. Love is the force by
wrri ch God binds man to himself and man to man. Such love goes to
the extreme j it remains loving and forgiving e7en in the midst of
hostjlity. It matches the capacity of evil to inflict suffering
with an even more enduring capacity to absorb evil, all the vJhile
persisting in love.

By appealing to conscience and standing on the moral nature of
human existence, nonviolence nurtures the at.mospher-e in which recon-
ciliation am justice become actual possibilities, II

B. SNCCshall serve as a channel of coordination and communication for
the student movement. By direction of its Executive Committee
through its staff it shaLl have aut.hor i.t.y to initiate programs in
areas where none presently exists, and to work closely w i.t.h local
protest groups in the intensification and extension of the movement.

C. SNCCshall be responsible for the distribution and communication of
news regarding any of its staff or local groups. It w iLl. publish
a newsletter called THE STUDENTVOICEas often as possible, vJhich
shall cover neHS of the student movement as a whole. In addition
SNCCshall be responsible for the distribution and interpretation
of information to local groups ",hich is of specific interest to the
student movement.

D. SNCCshell be responsible for calling a Conference of the Hhole
student movement each year. on the Easter woekend, and any other
conferences the Coordinating Committee deems necessary. These con-
ferences shall be open to all, primarily educ2tional in nature, and
shall be a time whon information is exchanged beb-reen areas. new



knowledge communicated, pro~ress examined, and general plans are
made for the coming year. In addition SNCCshall be available to
assist states or regions in holding t.hei.r own conferences regularly,
providing both personnel and financial assistance.

ILTHE STUDENT BASE OF THE COOHDINATING CO!'IT'lITTEE

A. Any local protest group in the South shall be eligible for affilia-
tion with SNCCwhi.ch shall consist of not less than ten members and
vhi.ch subscribes to the principles of nonviolent action.

The Executive Connnittee of SNCCshall have the povJer to grant affilia-
tion to local protest groups upon applicatioln.

B. Responsibilities of SNCCto affiliates

10 SHCCrecognizes that local protest groups and affiliates are
autonomous and it shall consider them the primary expression of
the protest movement in a given area.

2. SNCCField Secretary shall be ava'i.Labl.e to lend assistance to
local protest groups and to take any other action deemed necessary
by the Execut i.ve Committee. Visits to campuses or spec i.f L,' areas
may be brief or at times Field Secret2ries m2.ybe assigned upon
request of the local nrea to work ,,,it.h a par t icu Iar program on an
extended basis.

3. .Affiliates shall be eJif,ible for financial as.si.stance from SNCC.
Ongoing commitments must be cleared through the Executive Committee,
but emer-goncv situations 1',Jill be handled by the Executive Secretary
of the staff or the Chairman of Si\lCC.

C. Responsibilities of local affi1iates to ~ncc

1. Each affiliate shall elect one of their members to serve as a
voting member of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee.
This person shall serve for a term of om; year , shall be eligible
for re-election, and shall be a representative to SNCCin the
manner of a congressman to Congress.

2. Affiliates shall give every consideration to cooperating VJith
South-wide or ar-ea-a-ri.d e projects decided upon by SNCCor its
Executive Committee.

:3. Affiliates shall appoint a SNCCNews Coordinator whose respon-
sibility shall be to supply the central SNCCoffice 1.-lithup-to.-date
information regarding protest activities in that area. The central
office shall in turn supply the News Coordinators with news of
event sand acti vi tie sin other are as.

III. THEORGANIZATIONOF SHCC

A. The (Coordinating Committee

1. The Coordinating Committee shall be composed of one representative
from each of the local protest groups.
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2. The Coordin2ting Committee shall maet three times a year,
imil\3diatc,ly before and i:nmecliately af't.cr "the annua I conference,
and in HJe 82:::1y fall.

J. Hember shi p on the Coo rd inat.i ng Committee shall be from the annual
conference.

L:. National civil rights am civil liberties r:;:roups at wor k in the
South are invited to serve in an advi.sory and / or obser vi ng capacity,
wi th voice but not vote on the Coordinating Committee. Such per-
mission is to be reviEMed by the Executive Committee and finally
approved by the Coord l.nat.a ng Committee.

D. The 1xecutive CommitteE~

1. The Coordinating Comrnitte8 shall elect from among its voting
membership at the time of the annual conference eight persons
to the Executive Committee. It shall also elect t.wo adu'l t members
to the cornm it.t.e e , The Chairman of the Coordinating Committee and
the Executive Secretary shall also serve as members of the
Exe out i.ve Committee. In addition, the annual conference shall
elect three member-s at large to the Execu ti vo Committ,,8 I.JLc IT.L1.St
be studying currently or formerly engaf:ed in the pr-ot.est movement.
Those f'j.ftr:;en persons shall compose t.hc Exocu t ive Co,ru.1i'c,·::'ee.

2. The Chairma.n of SllCC shall be elected by thO) C:Jordinating Committee,
and shall serve 2S Cha i r-man of both t.he Coord mat.i ng Committee and
the Executive Committee. He shall devote full tim~; to the work
of SNCCB.nd its staff.

J. The Executive Committee shall act on bebalf of the Coordinating
Committee be tviee n meetings of t.hat body. It shall be directly
responsible for the program, for dir";ct.ion Clnc1 supervision of
staff, for the financial oj-or-at.i ori of' ".;"':)cY';r'1n:1.zation, a nd for
any mat.t.er-s of policy wh i.ch need ac t ion, ~:t :.>113.l1 be responsible
to S:NCCand implement its pr-ogr-ams,

4. Tho Executive Committee shall mec,t five time~3 a year: in Hay,
in mi.d -0"\}!:lJ;ler, 111 t:Je 1'a1.1 v.;l-th tr,e cooro inati ng \;omInittee,
during the Chr i s tmas holiday. and at the annual conference.
It may also meet at unscheduled times Hhen necessary.

5. The Executive Conmittee shall have t.he power to appoint whatever
committees it may consider helpful to t.he Hark of SNCC.

C. The Advisorv Board

1. The Coordinating Cornmi t.t.ee sha.ll elect its own advisory board,
the number on whi ch is flexible and to be determined by the..
Coordinating Committee. Advisors shall serve for a term of one
year, and shall be digible for re-election.

2. Two members of Advis or-y Board shall be voting members of the
Executive Committee ..



D. The Staff

1. Tho staff shall be responsible for thc implementation of the
prof!r2m of SNCCat the direction of the ExecutivG Committee.

2. The head of the staf'f shall be an Excout ivo Secretary. who shall
be responsible for the day-to-day operation of SNCC. He shall
supervise and be responsible for the activity of the other staff.

:3. The Executive Corrrrnittoe shall employ whatever staff it understands
to be neces sar'y for t.he operation of the program. JUl staff
appointments shall be for one year and subject to annual review
by Sl'JCC.

Finances

1. The work of SNCCshall be financed on the be.si s of voluntary
cont.r Ibut.aons and through other sources of fund s which it. shall
be able to secure.

2. Since SNCCis the Coordinating Cormrl t.t.eo of the .~t~~'iQ.D:~rn'JE' .norrt,
efforts shall be made to find ways in whi.ch s':~u(l(~'nt<;m'~yx ntl'ibnte
significantly and substantially to the supicrt of' the pr ojr a;n,

:3. The fiscal year of SNCCshall be from 3:;pt.Anh;o;:r ~. to Scptc,r cc;r l.
The Executive Committee shall be r'e spons i.b.le fo r tho prCPdl'(:.t'~i.O:l of
the budget, to be approved by the Coorcl:'LmU.nt~Committee B.t the fall
meeting. Tte Executive Secret2ry sha.l.L be r. rpons rbl.e for its
administrD.tion, and sha.l L prepare reports for o2.c11 Executive
Committee meeting.

Amen:lments

This constitution may be amended by a tHo-tlL'r;s "ct·'] of the
members present at, a meeting of the CoordirJ.'·.·I:iu:;Committee. Every
constitutional amendment shall be proposed ['.n::ldi acuased at ODe meet-
ine of the Executive Committee or Coordin2.tinr:: Committee, but not
voted upon until the next meeting of the Ccor-d i net i.ng Committee.
In the interim it shall be circulated to all members of the Coordinat-
i ng Committee.

Eaeh year the Coordinating Committee shall report to the conference
those constitutional changes whio h it may have made during the year.

The folloving is proposed to Northern students and groups:

Over t.ho past tvlO years informal r-e Lat.Lonahi ps have established
ties between various student groups in the north and SNCC. The more
fruitful of these ties have provided occasions for increased contacts
be twee n students act.;vi: in the movement ard Norther n students; oppor-
tunity for explanations of the problems of the South 2nd exploration
of the problems of the North; inspiration for renewed 2tt&ck upon
civil rights problems by Norther n students j and, Las t but not least,
money for the student movement.
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SNCCwouLd Like to invite such groups to become "a ss ocLat.e s " with it,
in whi.ch relationship we would wor-k out means of clcser cooperation'
in student exchanges I education about the South and the North in the
ar ea of civil rights, action in t.he North, and fund raising.

Aesoc i et.e s wouId be au t.onc mous , of course. and t.he structure for
association wouId be minimaJ .• · Repr-e serrt at.Lvos from ac soc i at.ed
groups may be invited to attend meetings of H18 Coor'di.net.ing
Comrm.tt.ee , although without vote e .


