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Atlanta, Georgia 
April 8, 1943 

IN OCTOBER, 1942, a representative group of Southern Negro leaders met in Durham, 
N . C., and issued a statement in which they addressed themselves "to the current prob
lems of racial discrimination and neglect, and to ways in which we may cooperate in 
the advancement of programs aimed at the sound improvement of race relations, within 
the democratic framework." 

T~eir statement is so frank an.d courageous, or free fr~m any sugge~tion of thr~ / 
and.-ultimatum7'and at the same time shows such good will, that we gladly agree ..!5!...J.
coopcrate. 

We do not attempt to make here anything like a complete reply to the questions 
raised nor to offer solutions for all the vexing problems. We hope, however, to point 
the pathway for future cooperative efforts and to give assurance of our sincere good 
will and desire to cooperate in any sound program aimed at the improvement of race 
relations. 

These Negro leaders rightly placed emphasis in their statement on discrimination 
in the administration of our laws on purely racial grounds. We are sensitive to this 
charge and admit that it is essentially just. From the Potomac to the Rio Grande 
there are some ten million Negroes. While all citizens are governed by the same laws, 
it is recognized that Negroes have little voice in the making and enforcement of the 
laws under which they must live. They are largely dependent upon the will of the 
majority group for the safety of life and property, education and health, and their 
general economic condition. This is a violation of the spirit of democracy. No 
Southerner can logically dispute the fact that the Negro, as an American citizen, is 
entitled to his civil rights and economic opportunities. • 

The race problem in any Southern community is complicated by our economic 
limitations. The factors which have kept the South a tributary section have also kep! 
it poor and lacking in sufficient industry to develop and to provide enough jobs and 
enough public funds for every public need. Yet the only justification offered for those 
laws which have for their purpose the separation of the races is that they are intended 
to minister to the welfare and integrity of both races. There has been widespread and 
inexcusable discrimination in the administration of these laws. The white Southerner 
has an obligation to interest himself in the legitimate aspirations of the Negro. This 
means correcting the discrimination between the races in the allocation of school funds; 
in the number and quality of schools, and in the salaries of teachers. In public travel 
where the law demands a separation of the races, primary justice and a simple sense 
of fair play demand the facilities for safety, comfort, and health should be equal. 
The distribution of public utilities and public benefits, such as sewers, water, housing, 
street and sidewalk paving, playgrounds, public health, and hospital facilities should 
come to the Negro upon the basis of population and need. 

It is recognized that there is often practical discrimination by some peace officers 
and in some courts in the treatment of Negro prisoners and in the .abrogation of their 
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civil rights. There is no such discrimination incorporated in the Jaws of any of the 
Southern states. False arrests, brutal beatings and other evils must be stopped. 

In the economic field, unquestionably procedures should be undertaken to 
establish fully the right to receive equal pay for equal work. To do otherwise works 
a wrong to our entire economic life and to our self respect. With so large a propor
tion of our wage-earning population belonging to the minority race, if we cannot 
plan for a well-trained, well-employed, and prosperous Negro population, the eco
nomic future of the South is hopeless. 

Most of the Negroes in the South are on farms and in rural communities. Failure 
to provide for them all the facilities for improving agricultural practices through 
schools, county agents, and supervision holds back all of the South. Fair wages, 
longer tenures of leases, and increased opportunities for farm ownership are also 
necessary. 

All men who believe in justice, who love peace, and who believe in the meaning 
of this country are under the necessity of working together to draw off from the body 
of human society the poison of racial antagonism. This is one of the disruptive forces 
which unless checked will ultimately disturb and threaten the stability of the nation. 
Either to deny or to ignore the increased tension between the white and the colored 
races would be a gesture of insincerity. 

That there are acute and intricate problems associated with two races living side 
by side in the South cannot be denied . But these problems can be solved and will 
ultimately disappear if they are brought out into an atmosphere of justice and good 
will. If we approach them with contempt in one group and with resentment in the 
other group, then we work on hopeless terms. The solution of these problems can be 
found only in men of both races who are known to be men of determined good will. 
The ultimate solution will be found in evolutionary methods and not in ill-founded 
revolutionary movements which promise immediate solutions. 

We agree with the Durham Conference that it is "unfortunate that the simple 
efforts to correct obvious social and economic injustices continue, with such con
siderable popular support, to be interpreted as the predatory ambition of irresponsible 
Negroes to invade the privacy of family life." We agree also that "it is a wicked notion 
that the struggle by the Negro for citizenship is a struggle against the best interests of 
the nation. To urge such a doctrine, as many are doing, is to preach disunity, and to 
deny the most elementary principles of American life and government." 

It is futile to imagine or to assert that the problem will solve itself. The need 
is for a positive program arrived at in an atmosphere of understanding, cooperation 
and a mutual respect. 

THEODORE F . ADAMS, Richmond, Va. 
H. A. ALEXANDER, Atlanta, Ga. 
JOHN M. ALEXANDER, Fayetteville, N. C. 
MRS. JESSIE DANIEL AMES, Atlanta, Ga. 
J. H. ANDERSON, Knoxville, Tenn. 
MRS. ROSCOE T. ANTHONY, Palm Beach, 

Fla. 
SAMUEL Y. AUSTIN, Sylacauga, Ala. 
HARRY M. AYERS, Anniston, Ala. 
MISS FANNIE BAME, Augusta, Ga. 
CLIFFORD E. BARBOUR, Knoxville, Tenn. 
F. E. BARKLEY, Knoxville, Tenn. 
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[Signed] 

THOMAS C. BARR, Nashville, Tenn. 
RT. REV. MIDDLETON S. BARNWELL, 

Savannah, Ga. 
J . A. BAYS, Knoxville, Tenn. 
NOBLE Y. BEALL, Atlanta, Ga. 

. G. C. BEARD, Atlanta, Ga. 
G. C. BEARDEN, Knoxville, Tenn. 
NOEL R. BEDDOW, Birmingham, Ala. 
ROBERT D. BEDINGER, Asheville, N. C. 
MRS. FRANK G. BELL, Birmingham, Ala. 

GEORGE C. BELLINGRATH, Rabun Gap, 
Ga. 
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ALBERT D. BETTS, Orangeburg, S.C. 
J. FRED BIBB, Knoxville, Tenn. 
THOMAS B. BLACK, Asheville, N. C. 
HUNTER B. BLAKELY, Charlotte, N.C. 
RT. REV. THEODORE D. BRATTON, 

Jackson, Miss. 
RABBI STANLEY BRA V, Vicksburg, Miss. 
FRANCIS R. BRIDGES, JR., Tallahassee, 

Fla. 
W. E. BROCK, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
F. F . BROWN, Knoxville, Tenn. 
WILSON M. BROWN, Richmond, Va. 
JOHN STEWART BRYAN, Richmond, Va. 
WRIGHT BRYAN, Atlanta, Ga. 
A. R. BUHRMAN, Gainesville, Fla. 
G. L. FATE BURNETT, Knoxville, Tenn. 
W. C. BURTON, Knoxville, Tenn. 
A. C. BURTTRAM, Birmingham, Ala. 
WALTER L. CALDWELL, Nashville, Tenn. 
HARRY CAREY, Atlanta, Ga. 
0. C. CARMICHAEL, Nashville, Tenn. 
PAUL R. CHRISTOPHER, Knoxville, Tenn. 
EDWIN L. CLARKE, Winter Park, Fla. 
JAMES E. CLARK, Nashville, Tenn. 

G. E. CLARY, Macon, Ga. 
RT. REV. CHARLES CLINGMAN, Louis-

ville, Ky. 
WILLIAM E. COLE, Knoxville, Tenn. 
C. W. COLEMAN, LaGrange, Ga. 
DONALD COMER, Avondale Mills, Ala. 

R. L. COUSINS, Atlanta, Ga. 
TAYLOR H. COX, Knoxville, Tenn. 
W. G. COXHEAD, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

W. H. CRAWFORD, Atlanta, Ga. 
HUBERT B. CROSS, Nashville, Tenn. 
THOMAS W. CURRIE, Austin, Tex. 
VIRGINIUS DABNEY, Richmond, Va. 
MRS. ANDREW DALE, Columbia, Tenn. 

MALCOLM BOYD DANA, Demorest, Ga. 

RT. REV. E. P. DANDRIDGE, Nashville, 
Tenn. 

HONORABLE COLGATE W. DARDEN, 
Richmond, Va. 

MRS. GEORGE E. DAVIS, Orangeburg, 
S.C. 

JACKSON DAVIS, Richmond, Va. 
MISS MARY DeBARDELEBEN, Atlanta, 

Ga. 
GEORGE R. DEMPSTER, Knoxville, Tenn. 

F. M. DICKENSON, Memphis, Tenn. 
HENRY H. DILLARD, Augusta, Ga. ,_ 
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J. C. DIXON, Macon, Ga. 
FRANK R. DODSON, Athens, Tenn. 
C. 0 . DOUGLAS, Athens, Tenn. 
P. H. EASOM, Jackson, Miss. 
HENRY M. EDMONDS, Winter Park, Fla. 
J. W. ELMORE, JR., Knoxville, Tenn. 
M. ELROD, Augusta, Ga. 
J. T. ENGLEBY, JR., Roanoke, Va. 
MARK ETHRIDGE, Louisville, Ky. 
MRS. L. S. EVINS, Birmingham, Ala. 
S. C. EVINS, Athens, Tenn. 
A. C. FLORA, Columbia, S. C. 
J. EMERSON FORD, Orangeburg, S. C. 
R. L. FOREMAN, JR., Atlanta, Ga. 
T. E. FOWLER, Holly Springs, Ga. 
ROYAL WILBUR FRANCE, Winter Park, 

Fla. 
CHARLES I. FRANCIS, Houston, Tex. 
E. G. FRANCIS, Anchorage, Ky. 
DOUGLAS S. FREEMAN, Richmond, Va. 
ELLIS A. FULLER, Louisville, Ky. 
S. HUGHES GARVIN, Louisville, Ky. 
MRS. NATHANIEL GIST GEE, Greenwood, 

S. C. 
WILLIAM G. GEHRI, Memphis, Tenn. 
I. E. GERNERT, Nashville, Tenn. 
MRS. REBECCA M. GERSHON, Atlanta, 

Ga. 
GEORGE COUPER GIBBS, Jacksonville, 

Fla. 
C. H. GILLMAN, Atlanta, Ga. 
BERNARD A. GLEASON, Knoxville, Tenn. 
FRED L. GLISSON, ~anton, Ga. 
CULLEN B. GOSNELL, Atlanta, Ga. 
BISHOP JOHN GOWDY, Winter Park, Fla. 
RT. REV. JOHN J. GRAVATT, Columbia, _ 

s. c. 
CHARLES M. GRAY, Atlanta, Ga. 
RT. REV. ROBERT E. GRIBBIN, Asheville, 

N.C. 
JOHN A. GRIFFIN, Atlanta, Ga. 
CAREY E. HAIGLER, Birmingham, Ala. 
FRED S. HALL, Winter Park, Fla. 
V. B. HAMRICK, Woodstock, Ga. 
JAMES G. HANES, Winston-Salem, N.C. 
A. J. HANNA, Winter Park, Fla. 
KATHRYN ABBEY HANNA, Winter Park, 

Fla. 
MRS. A. A. HARDY, Thomaston, Ga. 
COSTEN J. HARRELL, Nashville, Tenn. 
JOEL C. HARRIS, Atlanta, Ga. 
JULIAN LaROSE HARRIS, Atlanta, Ga. 
EDWARD H. HARRISON, Gainesville, Ga. 
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MRS. E. B. HARROLD, Macon, Ga. 
C. A. HASKEW, Greenwood, S. C. 
L. D. HASKEW, Emory University, Ga. 
MRS. HENRY HAVENS, Jacksonville, Fla. 
V. H. HAWKINS, Birmingham, Ala. 
FRANCIS C. HAYES, Guilford College, 

N.C. 
MRS. JOHN F. HEARD, Atlanta, Ga. 
C. W. HENDERSON, Knoxville, Tenn. 
R. L. HENRY, Augusta, Ga. 
WAIGHTS G. HENRY, SR., Anniston, Ala. 
WAIGHTS G. HENRY, JR., Atlanta, Ga. 
W. C. HENSON, Cartersville, Ga. 
R. B. HERBERT, Columbia, S. C. 
BERTHA S. HEYMAN, Atlanta, Ga. 
MRS. HERMAN HEYMAN, Atlanta, Ga. 
JOSEPH K. HEYMAN, Atlanta, Ga. 
JOHN L. HILL, Nashville, Tenn. 
HARRIET HIRSCH, Atlanta, Ga. 
HAMILTON HOLT, Winter Park, Fla. 
BISHOP IVAN LEE HOLT, Dallas, Tex. 
J. SHELTON HORSLEY, Richmond, Va. 
A. D. HUDDLESTON, Alcoa, Tenn. 
JOHN A. HUFF, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
JOHN W. INZER, Asheville, N.C. 
J. B. IVEY, Charlotte, N. C. 
THEODORE H . JACK, Lynchburg, Va. 
RT. REV. JOHN J. JACKSON, New Orleans, 

La. 
W. C . JACKSON, Greensboro, N. C. 
A. E. JAMISON, Greenwood, S.C. 
MISS ANNIE TAIT JENKINS, Atlanta, Ga. 
SMITH L. JOHNSTON, SR., Woodstock, Ga. 
M. ASHBY JONES, Atlanta, Ga. 
BERNARD J . KANE, Atlanta, Ga. 
CHARLES G. KELLY, Knoxville, Tenn. 
JOHN M. KELLY, Knoxville, Tenn. 
BISHOP PAUL B. KERN, Nashville, Tenn. 
HOWARD I. KERR, Nashville, Tenn. 
LLOYD R. KILLAM, Atlanta, Ga. 
S. 0. KIMBROUGH, Anniston, Ala. 
JOE P. KIMSEY, Knoxville, Tenn. 
W. P. KING, Nashville, Tenn. 
JAMES K. KINKEAD, Griffin, Ga. 
ALBERT R. KLEMER, Miami, Fla. 
RYLAND KNIGHT, Atlanta, Ga. 
HAZEN KREIS, Knoxville, Tenn. 
MRS. JOE S. LANE, Dillon, S. C. 

NAT G. LONG, Atlanta, Ga. 

ROSWELL LONG, Greenwood, S. C. 

J. WEN LUNDEEN, Atlanta, Ga. 

J. R. McCAIN, Decatur, Ga. 
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FRANK McCALLISTER, Atlanta, Ga. 
~A. McDOWELL, Louisville, Ky. 

/RALPH McGILL, Atlanta, Ga. 
J. ROY McGINTY, Calhoun, Ga. 
GUY McGOWAN, Birmingham, Ala. 
EMMETT B. McGUKIN, Knoxville, Tenn. 
J. W. 0. McKIBBEN, Augusta, Ga. 
MISS ALICE McLARTY, Birmingham, Ala. 
BENJAMIN F. McMURRY, Knoxville, Tenn. 
W. F. McMURRAY, Paducah, Ky. 
RT. REV. MSGR. T. JAMES McNAMARA, 

Savannah, Ga. 
EDWARD G. MACKAY, Atlanta, Ga. 
MISS KATHLEEN MALLORY, Birming

ham, Ala. 
WILLIAM H. MARMION, Birmingham, 

Ala. 
MRS. ATTWOOD R. MARTIN, Louisville, 

Ky. 
RABBI DAVID MARX, Atlanta, Ga. 
MISS LUCY RANDOLPH MASON, At-

lanta, Ga. 
T. H. MAXWELL, Hephzibah, Ga. 
ARMAND MAY, Atlanta, Ga. 
A. R. MEAD, Gainesville, Fla. 
WILLIAM MELCHER, Winter Park Fla. 
HASKELL M. MILLER, Knoxville, Tenn. 
LOYE W. MILLER, Knoxville, Tenn. 
H. L. MILLS, Houston, Tex. 
MRS. J. W. MILLS, Beaumont, Tex. 
WILLIAM MITCH, Birmingham, Ala. 
A. E. MITCHELL, Knoxville, Tenn . . 
SIG MONTAG, Atlanta, Ga. 
BISHOP ARTHUR J . MOORE, Atlanta, Ga. 
MRS. ISAAC MORRIS, Birmingham, Ala. 
MRS. AUDLEY MORTON, Athens, Ga. 
R. M. MURPHY, Knoxville, Tenn. 
GEORGE MURRAY, Griffin, Ga. 
A. H. MYERS, Athens, Tenn. 
ALFRED MYNDERS, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
N. C. NEWBOLD, Raleigh, N. C. 
MRS. W. A. NEWELL, Greensboro, N. C. 
MRS. E . H . NEWSOM, Birmingham, Ala. 
ROGER T . NOOE, Nashville, Tenn. 
MRS. DONALD OBERDORFER, Atlanta, 

Ga. 
HOWARD W. ODUM, Chapel Hill, N. C. 
THE MOST REV. GERALD P. O'HARA, 

Savannah, Ga. 
STUART R. OGLESBY, Atlanta, Ga. 
T. L. OSBORN, Atlanta, Ga. 

MIL WEE OWENS, Augusta, Ga. 

AUDREY L. PACKHAM, Winter Park, Fla. 
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W. M. PARKER, Atlanta, Ga. 
JOHN C. PATIY, Augusta, Ga. 
J. M. PAYNE, Columbia, S. C. 
E. P. PEABODY, Augusta, Ga. 
BISHOP W. W. PEELE, Richmond, Va. 
PAUL S. PIERCE, Winter Park, Fla. 
A. M. PENNYBACKER, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
E. C. PETERS, Augusta, Ga. 
JOINER R. PHILLIPS, Waleska, Ga. 
H. W. PITTMAN, Porterdale, Ga. 
D. R. PRICE, Birmingham, Ala. 
WILLIAM J. PROCTOR, Atlanta, Ga. 
BISHOP CLARE PURCELL, Charlotte, 

N.C. 
PRENTICE PUGH, Nashville, Tenn. 
H. W. PURVIS, Augusta, Ga. 
H. T. QUILLIAN, LaGrange, Ga. 
PAUL QUILLIAN, Houston, Tex. 
GLENN W. RAINEY, Atlanta, Ga. 
D. HIDEN RAMSEY, Asheville, N. C. 
JOHN MARVIN RAST, Greenwood, S. C. 
MRS. W. H. RATLIFF, Sherard, Miss. 
J. CALVIN REID, Columbus, Ga. 
MISS REBECCA REID, Columbia, S. C. 
J. McDOWELL RICHARDS, Atlanta, Ga. 
M. R. RICHMOND, Athens, Tenn. 
JAMES L. ROBB, Athens, Tenn. 
LESTER RUMBLE, Atlanta, Ga. 
ROBERT L. RUSSELL, McDonough, Ga. 
BISHOP CHARLES C. SELECMAN, Okla-

homa City, Okla. 
JOHN W. SHACKFORD, Greenville, S. C. 
HANNAH G. SHULHAFER, Atlanta, Ga. 
PHILIP SHULHAFER, Atlanta, Ga. 
E. B. SHULTZ, Norris, Tenn. 
J. HOMER SLUTZ, Knoxville, Tenn. 
BISHOP A. FRANK SMITH, Houston, Tex. 
GUY L. SMITH, Knoxville, Tenp. 

HENRY T. SMITH, Augusta, Ga. 

JOSEPH A. SMITH, Atlanta, Ga. 

NEAL B. SPAHR, Knoxville, Tenn. 
MRS. ALEX SPENCE, Dallas, Tex. 

C. A. STAIR, Atlanta, Ga. 

W. A. STANBURY, Winston-Salem, N.C. 

NATHAN C. STARR, Winter Park, Fla. 
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MRS. A. H. STERNE, Atlanta, Ga. 
J. MORGAN STEVENS, Jackson, Miss. 
~RS. J. MORGAN STEVENS, Jackson, 

M1ss. 
VIRGINIA STONE, Winter Park, Fla. 
W. C. STONE, Winter Park, Fla. 
R. 0. STREETER, Atlanta, Ga. 
HARRY S. STROZIER, Macon, Ga. 
WILLIS A. SUTTON, Atlanta, Ga. 
JOHN B. TATE, College Park, Ga. 
W. P. TAYLOR, Knoxville, Tenn. 
MRS. M. E. TILLY, Atlanta, Ga. 
L. 0. TODD, Augusta, Ga. 
L. L. TRENT, Atlanta, Ga. 
A. B. TROWBRIDGE, JR., Winter Park, Fla. 
RT. REV. HENRY ST. GEORGE TUCKER 

Richmond, Va. ' 
MRS. R. L. TURMAN, Atlanta, Ga. 
PAULA. TURNER, Augusta, Ga. 
C. PRICE UNDERWOOD, Birmingham, Ala. 
MRS. C. PRICE UNDERWOOD, Birming-

ham, Ala. 
KING VIVION, Nashville, Tenn. 
PAUL J. WALKER, Athens, Tenn. 
RT. REV. JOHN MOORE WALKER, At-

lanta, Ga. 
PAULK. WALP, Norris, Tenn. 
G. K. WALTERS, Knoxville, Tenn. 
HENRY T. WARE, Atlanta, Ga. 
H. L. WATSON, Greenwood, S.C. 
CHARLES A. WEBB, Asheville, N. C. 
WILLIAM R. WEBB, Bell Buckle, Tenn. 
HU B. WEBSTER, Knoxville, Tenn. 
KENDALL WEISIGiiR, Atlanta, Ga. 
.PHILIP WELTNER, Atlanta, Ga. 
GOODRICH C. WHITE, Atlanta, Ga. 
A. WHITMORE, Harlem, Ga. 
MISS JOSEPHINE WILKINS, Atlanta, Ga. 
F . C. WILLCOXON, Vicksburg, Miss. 
ROBERT P. WILLIAMS, Knoxville, Tenn. 
RT. REV. JOHN D. WING, Orlando, Fla. 
W. H. WISEMAN, Erin, Tenn. 
LIDA WOODS, Winter Park, Fla. 
MISS EMILY WOODWARD, Vienna, Ga. 
G. A. YATES, Athens, Tenn. 
WILLIAM F. YUST, Winter Park, Fla. 
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