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{ 112 EAST 19th STREET Dear Dr. DuBois :
Y Maw Yaork c.'lhl
 Algengein 447545 Wa call your attentlon to an issus which demands nationwide at-
B - tention. As you probably know, an entire region of the Unlted Btates,
5 the South, ia bogged down under an outmoded system of tenant farming.
HOwaARD kesten  What began as & makeshift arrangement betwsen cotton planters and freed
but landless Negro slaves after the Clvlil War iz now & viecious condition
- affectlng the lives of 8,000,000 American clitizens.
Secretary
PAULI MURRAY Each January new waves of evictions from the cotton plantations

foree thousands of people onto the highways, wandering cver the waste
lands of the South in search of food and shelter. The vietims of this
gystem are the sharecroppers, who till land they do not own, live in
rickety shacks, literally starve for lack of healthful food, are de-
prived of the vote and have liitle or no cash income.

We must admit that while millions of refugees look toward our
country for sympathy and ald, we have done far too little to end the
human misery in cur own backyard. The farm tenancy problem poiscns
the wery roota of our agricultural economy and threatens the securlty
of all Americans. We cannot afford to ignore 1t.

For the past four years, the Southern Tenant Farmers Unlon,
rapresenting 35,000 crganlzed tenants, sharecroppers end cotton hands,
white and Negro, and working against inecredible odds without recial
barriers, has initiated MATIOMNAL SHARECROFFERS WEEE. Its objectives are
two=fold: to ralse funds for organizatlion, education and amelioratlon
of conditions among the sharecroppers, but particularly to bring greater
underatending of this problem to the general public,

This year National Shareecroppers Week is making & speclal effort
to focus public ettention on the plight of the sharecroppers through a
geries of sducational meetings =nd activities in New York and throughout
the country. As formerly, representatives from the Unlon will present
their point of view out of thelr cwn experience. Funds ralsed during
the Week wlll be turnsd ower to the Southern Tenant Farmers Union.

Won't you join in sponsoring National S8harecroppers Week? Your
sndoraement of thias project would be & significant contribution toward
an lmproved American desmocracy.
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