
Al thouRh the 11 gro has l'\dA many strid"S fJrward sine"' tne Supreme 

Court de~isiJn in 1q54 his economic oosition remains nearly the same, 

end the conditions which have fostered this oostion have not be~n 

hard 0 nou~h attack0d ti warrant the thought that any i.portant changes 

will occur 

SS'l>"Cially 

organiZAtio 

It, howevPr, 1~ust bo noted that Negros, 

aVP beg-..in to move t~ward effective noliti~al 

will bring about this needed change. 

about about 10% :>f ~he nati.:m and about 42% 

of Mississippi, it will b difficul r., even with th stricte t sort of 

discipline, for thei ~ver to have their ,trievences justly answer d unless 

they are ab1'! to fo ·m some sort of a coalition with tne larger, and 

in many ways simi1iar, poor w,,ite ~ommunity. Bearing thi::i in mind 

eight of the twnnty-two white folks 

Bilori, ,Hewfssioni this su.mmer with 

COFO community workers went t9 of 
~of"~ 

the intention of exolorln~1'the 

channels from whiah ..M~ w0 ~ight eventually form tnis coalition. 

WP :fail~d to find BXIY dPfinitP answers but from our failur we were 

able t, nic~ uu many imnortant facts. 

1 issias1noi in th? idst of a wuch oublicized ?ree<lom Su::imer 

was not the nlace to start our work. The u~pulace, continually told 

by thPiT ~ 0 wsnao?rs and p liticians t? b- on t~e l~okout for bearded 

JPwish ~ommunists, ~ere af'raid of even thP, ost inostentatious actions 

of ou.tsidiars. Ws, for instance, bad d1-fficul ty getting information 
from tho board of education as thP director seemed alnnst ins inctiVPly 

to know -who w wer•. 1h ss nee rt: the whit!? baclrlash is that wbi tee 
feel 1hat th'! Ui;,gro is moVing ahead at tn, exnence of th;, whiteman. 

If we are to get whites ... oving al ,,ngside N egros we must d i I in an 

,.,t1:1oanhere in which "the white does not feel. ooenly threai:ened. APi<ie 

from this Bilo:lrl was 1-n meny ways an ideal nlaoe to organize. The 

town was ~nc the hom0 of an notive though non nationally affiliated 



shrimuboet ork rs union. Th uni , had been br?k n after i.t bad 

been caught in an anti-trust uricefixing su.it, and th 0 workers, a 

largE' -perc~ntag ,f the rrale P.muloyed populace, were now getti11g 

thirty-five dollars a barrel of shrimp vhere they once lla.d got 

one-hundr,ad 8!ld five. A n w local had b en chartered to Vine-mt ..;ruise 

by the A. !II. W. in Biloxi without. Cruise ev"r getting it any real 

8lllbership. If Cru.is., was to kee hia local- he ad to fill in the blanks 

0£ hie ~anar ohartor. Ao wa had hopeJ at firet to work through 

existing institutions a m r;f us vnlWlteerl'<i our services. W<J were 

turn J. dowrt do to oar affiliations and bold that w~ wouJ.d Jn more 

ha-rm than good. vie b<>gan. to 1ook la1>where e.t other orgt!llizations 

and w b gAD to ge the same answers; nB soon ae they found ou-t tha-t 

we were with ;OFO W" wor ask d to 1 ave. 

On aft rnoon we hit Ltnon !'. s~hem., whlch b caua of its early 

succ es wr.> ~ncorn,:rat d and later rrade an imnortan ~ nar t of our 

7V\4-j dA,1 
~ A.l± r;p;:::,on 'ntbo:Q 

menb,.rahip in the Freedom D mocratic 

sotn" 1f us were canvassing for 
;\~ i) 

Party'\we ,bought that we vollld 

try som.. f the whi tc nous" s direc-tl,r aqj acent to thoac of "the 

Negroa'. We met with mixed success finding oat of the pe ple 

willing t, talk b,rt aoathetic end not inter ..;ted in any 1>"lltical 

action. A,,. w had b 0 en in u.ix d gr~uos, vh,it and ne.r o, w" d,.cided 

to again the next day, lily whit", and into an all. 'White n<>i bborhood. 

We had auout th" same ,uccese and ao "the nr:,g-ra gave LlS eometuing 

to do which was at least doing something we took to it ~ore 

and '.11 re. At tcis time W"' ala~ r nted a etor fr ln t w the 

noor whit section of Biloxi. We did this as oart )f an over All 

program which wast 

political r.,ducatinn. 

include a Freedom School t,pe 

At this time we did D"t have a be.se end 

were still not Bl.lr how to fi11d ~ne. Fortuna ly, the PDP canvassing 



began lo oa.v off and we fmmd four whi tf's who expressed a greet 

d~al of interest-,nough w felt to warrent callin a meeting in 

our s+ore front. The me tii. vas c '11,.f'd and l'lUblici zed, and tile 

store f!' ml., wae dt>corated with e. S.'l'::: J o<'lster d 0 nictin,.,. a young ooor 

whit~ gi.rl f\S ill!' "'"r"- i and fr <>l~'ll. 11 This provei.l to be a misstake 

fo. the l >cal nei •hbcirhooo C?.l'l ali v" wi h rwnors, and the next day tne 

owner c!Ulle ~o us e,q:,l,urun thnt I h!\d. had bomb threats an::l. lb.et h 

would likP to r~und our ~ouey if w would r turn the lease. We 

did, Md we nretael hilll in order t~ gain in:formati,n about th threats . 

H~ said that the 1o~a.1 neonl wer und~r th 0 imprAssion that we 

w"re trying to bring Ii<'&• ,e dowi tth~re t, '1et jobs; it S'!em d that 

SN0O ,,.,_snot as foriogn as first thouFht. We felt by this ti~e that 

w~ had alicnat •d the majori~ of poor whites in Biloxi, ruid we left 

sh~rtly therP.aft 0 r. 

~he one gr at adventege that the ll" cl workiniz: in l;iJ N,.gro 

C":nnmni l;i s have 'W"l' us is that they do 11ot gc ilil \lOld. Ther is a 

c-u-tain spiri that exists in the N,,g o ~om=ity that does not 

exist ill th':' white. There has be11n now :for some ti•oe an eff-"otive 
t;~,,.,, 

Negro movPment whiih, in ~act, SP.ems j;;n y 0 ar ~o gain ~or momentum 

and b c:ime nor p·worfull. • ont:p ry taught Ne17oe a valuable 

lRsson that whit ., se,.mnd to hav" :forgot ten. ~hat is ii' th,q 

(N,.@-Tns) w0 uld band tor.ether ~.nd wnrk ~ge,her they could b~ild 

f,")r th ?Jl!SMlv s and ,hrir ehilir~n,.,a botter world. 

':'ho poor Souther11 white war once th 0 >at re ical f re 

Wallac~ and :Barn tt. He n eds to b shnvn age.iil that h do s not 

hav'1 mu~h of 2 atak in k 00 !,)i g thinlJS he way they are and th!lt 

hP h,.s a stak in -,. ov 0 ment Lhat makes this country into a 

de"'Ocratic lend. 11ayb 0 -j, t is whites g,-.ing +-o jail :f"r whit, s. It 

nP~ds t,o br e~m,+hing big; som~~hing that whii~s can say was done for 

thr•m. 

. 




