
MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM REGISTRATION TO VOTE 

have a Fr>eedom Registi:-ation? 

we are having a Freedom Registration L'l M1ss1ss1ppi because: 
We do not believe that apathy is the re.;aon negroes in l•1isa.1sa.1.IJP1 

do not vote. 
we believe that fear keeps them frQm trying to register to vote. 

They ar,;i arraid of losing the:!.r jobo, having 'i;h@ir property 
destr~yed, being harassed by the police. 

Those w:10 are brave enough !2 -~ are kept from registering by uncon
stitutional voting reqUirementa and clioc!'iJllinSto.-y p1•actices. 
We want to show M.I.ssissippi and the oom:rtI-y by means of the 
"Freedom Registrat"ion to vote" that Negroes would register to 
vote if they could. 

There are some 425,000 Negroes who are eligible t~ vote in,Miss1ssipp1 
Less than 20,000 of them a.re registered. The P:-eedom Regiatration 
is a plan to show how most of these 425~000 Negroes can be 
registered . 

II. How w:!.ll the Freedom Registration be run? 

Ench county Will have a ~egistration board. The board will keep 
ot'ficial books for -!ts county and appoint registrars who will have 
the authority to registi;-!' people in the precincts of that county. 
Registration will be conducted every dey, including Sunday. Regie
trar-6' will be perm1tt9d to travel in "mobile units" to register 
people io their meetL~gs, at their crui•ches and in their homes. 
Ever;, effort 1·rilJ. be made to make the I!egistration easy for the 
applicant. Re$1Stra:-s Will be asked to assist the applicants, 
incl\tdir,g reading and filling in forms for illiterate people who 
want to register. 

III. Who can register? 

In oroer to regiater 1n the r-reedom Registration to Vote, a person 
must: 

l. 89 a citizen of the United States. 
2. Have l1ve6 in M1ssieair,~1 for t~o years. 
3. Have lived in the county where you are trying to register for 

one year. (If you are a minister or a min1s~er 1s Wife, you 
only have to have lived there r~r six montus.) 

4. Be 21 yeara old or older. Clou can regiSter at 20 if you will 
be 21 before the next election.) 

5. Never h~ve been convicted of: bribery, burGlary, steallnll:, 
setting 1'1res, t£alling a lie O."'ldP.r oath, fo1-ge1--y, having 
more tban one wife, cbta1njng money or goods under false 
pretenses, or taking money trusted to your care. 

These are the only requ1.rements to register in the Freedom Registrati, 

IV. What can C.0.F.0. delegates do? 

l. Help establish a board of registrars in your county. 
2 . .Recruit people to serve as vclWlteer registrars. 
3, Find churches, stores, and mee~ing places where registration may 

be held, 
ccr.c# 1017 lu'nch st. - P,0. Box 2896, Jackson. 

I MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM REGISTRATION TO VOTE

I* Why have a Freedom Regis t ra t ion?

We are having a Freedom Regis t ra t ion  in Mis s i s s ipp i  because :
We do not be l i eve  tha t  apa thy  19 the res eon Negroes in Mississippi

do not vo t e .  '■ -
We be l i eve  that  fear  keeps them from t ry ing  to reg i s te r  to vote.

They are a f ra id  of los ing the i r  Jobs,  having their proper ty
des t royed ,  being ha ra s sed  by the po l i t e .

Those who are brave enough to trv are kept from regis ter ing by uncon-
s t i t u t i ona l  vo t ing  requirements and discriminatory p rac t i ce s*
toe want to show Mississippi and the country by means of the
"Freedom Registration to '  vote"  that Negroes would register  to
vote If they cou ld .

There are some 425,000 Negroes who are e l i g ib l e  to vote iri Mississippi
Leas than 20,000 of them are regis tered.  The Freedom Registration
is a plan to show how most of these  425,000 Negroes can be
regis tered  .

II* How wi l l  the Freedom Regis t ra t ion  be run?

Each county wi l l  have a regis t ra t ion board* The board wi l l  keep
of f i c i a l  books for  i t s  county and appoint  registrars who wi l l  have
the au thor i ty  to reg is te r  people in the p r ec inc t s  of tha t  county .
Reg i s t r a t ion  wi l l  be oonducted every day, including Sunday,  Regis*
traps' w i l l  be permitted to t r ave l  in "mobile uni ts"  to register
people  in the i r  meetings, a t  t he i r  churches and in the i r  homes*
Every effort  will be made to make the r eg i s t r a t i on  easy for the
app l i can t .  Reg i s t r a r s  wi l l  be asked to a s s i s t  the app l i can t s ,
including reading and f i l l i ng  in forms for i l l i t e ra te  people who
want to r eg i s t e r .

I l l ,  Who can register?

In order to reg is te r  in the Freedom Regis t ra t ion  to Vote, a parson
must:

1. Re a c i t i zen  of the United S t a t e s .
2. Have l ived in Mississippi for  two years ,
3. Have l ived  In the county where you are trying to regis ter  I'or

one year* (If  you are a ministar or a minis ter  ! s wife ,  you
only have to have l ived there for  six months*)

4 Ba 21 years old or o lde r ,  (Von can register  at  20 if you wi l l
be 21 before the next e l ec t i on . )

5* Never have been convicted of : bribery, burglary, s teal ing,
set t ing f i r e s ,  t e l l ing  a l ie under oa th ,  forgery, having
more than one wife ,  obtaining money or goods under f a l s e
p re t enses ,  or taking money trusted to your ca re .

These are the only requirements to register  in the Freedom Reg i s t r a t l

IV. What can C.O.F.O, de l ega te s  do?

1.  Help e s t ab l i sh  a board of registrars in your county ,
2.  Recruit people to serve as volunteer  registrars .
3. Find churches, s t o r e s ,  and meeting p laces  where reg i s t ra t ion  may

be he ld .
CCFC, 1017 Lynch S t .  - P.O* Box 2S96, J ackson .




