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W1111am Taylor, General Coun.sel 
u. S, Civil Rights Commission 
washin_gton, D. c. 

Dear Mr, Taylor: 

June 16, 19~4 

At 4 s.i:n. this morning the predominantly Negro Catholic church In 
1':!att.lesburg, Mississippi, was burned, thknown persons cr<awled. 
beneath the frame recreation hall behind the church buHding a.nd 
set the fire there, The priest, Father John c. Kerst.en, at. the 
churcli, the Holy Rosary ·Catholic M!sslonf 902 Dabbs Street., was 
out of town,. The fire destrcyed the Ins de of the structure but 
was extinguished by firemen before the roof was destToyed. However, 
the cross on t.op of the recreation hall's roof was bumed, 
Apparently, •o~one crawled to the top of the roof and poured 
kerosene and tar on the cross and lit it In a second fire, The 
flames from the recreation hall also burned the back of the 
church. Thf"-wlndow fans were stolen from the recreation hall. 

Msgr, John T. Martin ls the priest at the all-white Sacred Heart. 
Catholic Church, 

The Holy Rosary Catholic Mission has been used for voter registration 
i:nass meeting, for the area. Also Negro business leaders have met 
there privately to discuss thla situation a'Jld present requests 
to the i:nayor and other officials. A meeting was held at the church 
last night, which ended at a.bout 11 p • .m. 

Hattii>sburg has been the scene of an Intensified voter reoietration 
program directed by S)llCC since January 22, 1964, "FTeedom Day". 
By mid•MIY over 8$0 Nearoes has sought to register, though only 
14S act1.&l ly were reglst.ered. ln the county, which is 28 percent 
Negro, there are 7,406 voting.age Negroes of whom only $3 were 
registered when the vote drive began. The Justice Oepartll!Bnt has 
had an injunction against the county regJstrar, Theron Lynd, since 
April 1962. This Jnjunction orders him to stop discrimJnating 
against Negro applicants. Lynd was also convit:t.ed of civil contempt 
Ln July 1963 for his f!lllure to register Negooes, H.oweve'll-. he has 
not yet complied with the injunction or purged himself' oil contempt. 
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Hattiesburg has also been the home and ea.mpalgrt headquarters of 
Rev. John Cameron and Mrs. Victoria Gray, Negro candldatet for 
Congress in the June 2 primary. 

We urge the Civi 1 Rights Commission to investigate the church 
burnJ~. In one week, clo$e to a thousand students and other 
volun"era will begin to arrive in Mlsslsslppi as the swnmer 
project. begins. The burning represents an awesOllle prelUde to 
reaction to this project. 

JL1jd 

Si~erelv, 

Jr/,_-,, /<A -r.;J 

John Lewis, 
Chalrman 
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