
In 18?6 1\UtheJ~!ol'd, B .. iiayos ~ Jlowrly o1ccWd. fro$1d.ont oi' the Unite 
Sta.t.tars, oroored the v.J.thW"a-wal o:f' Fedo:rn). t.rQop:5 f.l!Jtn tl).e Sout4. That orat:J1:' 1 

!or all practical pqrposo~, markvd 'tho .end. of N<agro partl.~Jrt.icn, in Miss­
issippi govo;ECrnnem.. W3:th th<l trooptii gone and Roc:cnstruction in it.e Qe.nth .. 
throes, the bill ta populatin.n c:f tiul steto 1lili tod 'td th thoir bratb:rcTL across 
tho Sou.tf!..,_ to ca.rrr- aU.t tho grand dosign oi' 17Redarnption. ' lto.l;lo~QPtion me nt 
'l:.h_a .?D!Eto:l!l'ation of ab:soluta white rule, .and it entailed, first omd ..for0lllost1 
t.i:le disi'MnchisamrJlll.t of tho Nagro freedman. Bator~ "t.lrtp blacks c:ould 'bo dealt 
w.i.th - ret.urnod to tboi:r- pl.aco - they h.s.d to bQ &.tripped or tbo power iji ven. 

• . t..hnm by tha P'm.lrl.l3l!l:nth and rut.acnth mendrn.ants ; t.'h~ h:ild. to 15o W'~.:!.8Jl 6-'oY&lf. 

f:l'om tho "Stilet. 'box. 

l•H.s-S'is i:ppi al'Jd tho whi'UJ Sou.th Ol.coomp1.i~od this goo.~ in less t:h n 
twenty yC':3ars., The method ·WD.s simpl& t.Br.rol".: boo.tings, l,ynohing~, ars~.n, 
tprtUl'a. It worked. Po:r~J.:p.i\ld by fG1il:' of the night.ridin Klans, tha Negro 
votor in Missi.ss:i_ppi soon~ boaamo a.ll but extinct.. Tha pa. ttern was l"'Pattta.d, 
i:n all tho s t ·os of" tho lat.J ·Con:ftJde.ra.~y, e.nd in l901 th(J last SQ~th~ 
Negt>o C.Ongro-samn. left tho H-ous oi" Rap'M\SOtrtntive.s .. If Mississippi • s sc.aw-­
ging of tho blno.k olecta:rn.to semned mora brutal thnn that oJ: tha othor 
rE~'bol 3-tatc~, it eo\Ud bo mccu.s"ed on tho p-o\ll'idS thnt. l~Iississip]n had a 
far poeabor percent.a.ge Nogl'll®'S tlwn tho l'aS.:t -- and thus, far l!laro .r(laspn 
t01· :rsr .• Til.~ m.oA.ns., :1n n_y eesa, ~oro not ~:rtnnt, t:..'lt:o vietCJ.ry had bGon 
'W'On •. }lississ:Lppi 'vlas oneo !!iol'o tho "UndiBputod ren.l.tn bf tha Amoric.an 'White 
Man~ 

Th;r blat.!k bedy pe~<li. tic dostroyod, th~a WilT was clear ·to build, unoer the 
win of the frt.Atc gov··l"l1111ont, ~ society in which bl.1.ck "nrTOgE.nce ami a.spi­
rationu YoUld be iJnpostdlfio. Jil'-l ~~ we s born • and tha Mississipui Neg-ro 
catna slow-ly to undOt"stand t.h&t a t.ain "prl.vilo~esll , nd .facilitios wal"9 

lfFO.R WHITi:l ONLYl' ... <llmong thom was th!J ,oting bo'oth.. Tba \ll"''Ql'>i tton law of 
the new order (thqy cAl.lod it SGgregation) did. rwt lo~ ramain mlWrlttan., 
:L:UY-Wi. t-o laiislatm-<l:s p~sod bill aft l"' bill.t~ enforair\g t_ha. ne.t.r ~ystam 
in evory conr.lW.vabl.c ~l" of lifo, b'u:tt~esrl.ng the- WfLll, bu.i~ding W.ghor. 
fi.1...li.ng the ohi.rlks. B;y 192.0 tho Mississippi Na~o h~d cruoo t.o !lncl:m-stand 
:.h.,. .. C":lorythi.ng ho d1.d was· n prlvilog(), w ~ ho hsd was a gift -
\ibja.,-t to !'O'IIocati.o nt. ths whim of tho r&lnto folks ... rna equa.tio:n or 

the maintana.nce of t1 ·-.1 h11ppy condition t,;as simplo: s long n.s thD NegrQ 
cnu.ld triO'l.mt rui pali · he ryt>roso.ntad no t.hrent to tho systc.m; ~o long_ as , 
ha httd. no vot~ ho had no po-T..to:r. Koop him £rom voting. Negroes who objonted 
ei thor S"Wal.J.o1imd thull- objoetions, !ott for Cbi.ea.g~" ar died abjacti:ng. 

A.nd. eo deva~opod tho lu..~tie non- politics o·f thtfl sov~gn stn.to o! 
Hiss1sSi-ppi. 'rhoc statr.:t b.n.s n.lW'lys bctm b.oo poor f'o:r ooonomio iss-uos t.o tom 
the tlas:i,.s ar a.ny t~re.rtni~ po,l.i:ti.~l ctu'li'lict. Th.o s-tato bi'l~ nJ.wys bocn 
too praoec.upicd td.tb tn.a nai.nt~nco. or its iron pip on the r.~agro to 'W'dl'k 
town.l"a ern.di.c:.ttinK its pavorty. lho ..... tatwi of the Negro h~_.s l -~y:s been 
thC:J ono cl"U.c:i.J!l llll-p,o..~achng issu.o: it hAs ttlways b n tho Ol'lo subjoct 
a.bso~utely olo.sed o co.ntravorsy. COnconaus on tho Stihjcot of tho Nogro ha-s 
~n ~ss~11tt:a.~. s'Qd roqui.road conconsus in on~ areA h.l.\s a wrty o£ sproo.ding 
to ot.hat" at'Ems~ Solil"brri-ty bo~'nle tho koynot~ of" MLss1.ssippi polities, but 
bohirld then ~1"1.11 Of !>OllcV r:i'ty rhorn A":i:f'Ot -• Ol"'J..' ri VAC!llll'I'Tlo The pri'Zfl &}Wi!JS 

• 



?.al'lt t ~'l "'l o.:onr"it.:r!to · -.1ltQ 1coulr::. slmut. lonrcs.t ~ · \out!i..s t.,c ·~ '"Niggor 11 :l 

vho lol"As mo$'t oloquant in his. appool.s. for tho mai.:J of r.ou.:to. Wily o£ 
Wo. n Biza.r o stunt::; zooplAc-Od. ot.s.nt'is on isBUos as· ~oans 11£' ga-i.I:dllg 
SUIJRart. Th~a ~s al"Wa:ys; lilf' c.our.ao, the 'Wl.g\la nb..t t4y af tim- hill 
£alk i"or the. nch phntiii.rs ·~f tb,o Dolta., bu..t ti.W polit!·c~l mov~n.t 1()!Juld 
e.."lsily ba qooshed by rtising thCl apoet:r:-o of NagrO< pG'Wor tlll.d cillling far 
11-±mpor-~t 3cl.'ldari ty-. 

In 1954, -ri..th aG'grgga.tit<>n ~t l.ast under a.tta.ek1 l!'bito Mime:ai pi~ 
~ga.n to organize and inrtitutUimli<z.c. tho st.a 0 s i~olation.; t r:;;, · · t a 
Ci:t:izens Col.Ulcils "ofa:re ro in Indie:noln. UndCI' protStS:Ul'O fram ~ hea­
dom. Mov~t th~ Cound..ls w _ to~ it~to a s-umi-nfficilll ~lllf.dtte~ of 
Pablic· 3afety1 oocwcising saro~hing th .. ~t looked vgq lm!lch 11.kc pcllit•ica-1 
i"tt:~a ov mQS't. of the state .. Spreading £.rom tb,e Da:l~ tho Co.uncils 
organiz d all cr;rar .Miss,iasippi· louil!ly vo::l~od thair .mswet'\'i.ng delv:O't;io'n 
to ths prlneiplas af ~tp Supr~c:y ana state Sove,rc;dgnty, o:nd girded 
f'Q.r tha. contlni; s.tb.e.k on V.dsaiasi.ppi,_ ~ s \•Te.y of ille. 

AlthOUigh tho 1960 Frs¢om RUies WGra shockll1g and spectaci:ll.ar • tncy 
did . nPt constitutiiil a real ~ea:t to tho Mtss.i.seJ.ppj. s.ta :tus guo.. Tb.e lJlck 
c£ l.sst.i.ng li"GStilts of thG F~edom Rlclos was grnphio p~ that assaults 
on 3egrogs..ti.on p-ar: s would oot Wiiilrk i.t1 Mississippi as tnoy bad in tQ:.e 
upper a.nd SGa.b~ southern s·tn~es. All of ~1~a~ippi, was bsrd- OOl"'D 
Tho pOitmJt stru.otu.re of th~:;~ td,a:f:,e ,11 as Dmbodi~ in the state govGr:nm.cnt, 
was e.l;soiutr..1~ resis~ to tho idoa. of 2m! ohc"l.ngc in race rclat:lons. The 
governmmrt its alf could ~pea:rhoad tho J;lea vy ... ·handed attAck on llfreod~. 
ridw6rl·• se~e tn the kn~lex;lgo thAt the IT,l.OrJ::J VigorQ'I;Ij,& il.f.l.d brute.l the 
attack., the better t~ cha:Il,CI~I!il :tor :re-clecti.en.. '!hero exist~d no political 
base i;or neg · t:lati~, n9 ~ reason f.~;r ~derl\tion. I t was clQar that 
tho he clom fi&JVOJJWDt -w:o~d :n:~CJ.k-Eil no pQsiUvo hondwny :in 1tississipp1 u.n±i;U 
tho ru¢al ·eo~osi tion or th.e -ele~.Qlt"~tc was l."adi~~lly cl:tru:lg@d. 

Vat ·.r :rl3gistr.atiet1 ,. thQMQrG" WB'fi chosen .as the pri;fllel :(or.ms of 
mav~t a.ctivit'ios in .:the state ., In c:01('!P8.rl.so:n tQ tho m,a.ssivo domons -
tion.5 ~king plc"tl::l~~; in tho re~t of the South_ thll prqgr&Dl scUnd~rl mi,ld .. 
Voter l~gis~ra~on volunte~s woutd pe wo.rldng und~ the leg~11iJ,U!;)reJ.l,tl 
of lu.md:rcl! ... yoo~old C'.Qn1'ltituticnal ,a;man~nt~ lid. t:h tho QlltBpokon a;pprc'VQ]. 
'J£ iJlo ho:iidmit - tllorc 'W£!5 cartainly no natioTLal contrQ'ITEI.l'ST over 
TJl!.jllth.ox- tho ·fc g,rQQfi had tho right to vet a. 

!I'hol'o iims no' ~~ntrovorsy ;in ltlssis:dp:p;i. citbar: tho whi to popUlation 
·was ~us in tho b~ll'O:f that \foting wa~S .a pri ~egO: one f'Qr wbicn 
tb..c cgr01 w.'ls Qbv.i-ously unfit.. Roborl .&ses' voter .rcgi.st;ration dr:i"\rc 
in !kCQMllJ; lftssis:sippl, DJ,ot ~t.h JlllDb dolancc and :rog;is'h.rars lrl!m stood. 
.:fast for diat:rangbis~ n..Jid White lrTC!lll.tlnbQ"iHi .. 'fuo "bAJ.anoo of power i.n tho 
r •egis"tr<!.tirm boo!;:~ of tlkr;~ Q:ro:r.rl.'y did. JtQt ~ngo. Xn early 1962 -votQl" 
r-ogistNUon w r !itw.s mQV~ed p.orth .into, tho cottQll counUos of thlll llH.ta, 
and GromllW'OoCi becamo tb(l _foQl,lS of V(')'ber regist.rnt.ien .:.cti'Vity. :na~ ~gain 
tb,r.; 13J)G'Ct.n.,clii! of qUGlil(l.fl! of wo.uld"'b Negr-o sr:~:h•'tra~nts pl'QVo!(:ed tho llhi to 
Q~~ty .into vlg:ilante ?:ation .. this tif&o with tho added touch c:d' ~~unrlil 
~rga.rdzed O!ll;l<nmui\l J;'raO£.~ :O·UW~ 

i,l.th the mlilcktTtl &ivfllllcnt wg.rk tore fl~WY gr~n<ing - th~ DEIW 
I"'Q1:'Trl.t.s ~o:ing .:for tho mo:st psrt TJB.t.iva Hlss:issippia.ns, tho VQter 
ragi..s rc.:tton w~rkors sQt.tloo down to tha long dull ¢.rul ~Jf ·spree-ding 
·the ge~oT. ~s·sing a.nd purslllLS:icm t ok up mo:st ¢!' tho:ir tilno; a good 



~·3"ll 'li.' .it ""D.E S""'lcmt j.:n r-Q_l,r._:1inc:tae CQl.lll~Jl" jail~. Th.orCJ ~S U'~~ tha 
~,Sk 'Qf an 01lcasional b~t1ng; lynch mobs :and shg.otings -wore .ini':raqu.wt 
blolt n·aver unllkcly~ It 'b(l(Xl.m,l;ll app.a.r~lit that ~.bis WF5 goi.ng .. t.o ~kt>J soma 
tim~ 

7 

In ll!id-l~6.J } ~g.tQ :rogistratio-n stood at rou.gl:Lcy" thr·e~ pai'Icant o:f 
all l"Cgi$b.orad 'V'Q't.-ara in the s"W. te; !"e-w.el" than .s;ix p.;a-c:®t. at all 
elldbia N'Sg.l"'.I'il~ ~~re ;registered .. It Will decided t.b.e.t ··nQ oranJ,ntJ,:e pro ... 
gl'"'SS would. ba fprthoomlig in t h b actu.&l :r.egistrat.ion Q! Mi.erl.-'S:>ippd. 
.tl-&;;gro-as lJJ\ill thn Fod.era.l Govar1li!lOnt saw fit. t.o -anforce- the ·1Co1lJiti -hutio~ 
i+t tb~ 5ovea:-eign SliatQ. Attempt..s at ::r"Ggistr tion, howt,;:Vi:tlr"_. W(ltl'O W 
CQAtiJ!ru~. Tha pl'eSSUl'O on· 1~ttssis:d.ppl. ::lrn:m wi.'thin 1i.S;!J!issippi - «l'ld with 
'1t p;l"~SiilU,"'(l en. W.n.sh:i.ng:ton - 'fmuld :itnel"ei\S£l. Progr~ for tha pdlltienil 
cducittlon of thfl lft:11s:is!ilppi NqgrO would ba tl~t.~Yeloped. AlQpg '¢ th 
~ei:r JrOffiUJlr vat.er l."agis"hl"a:tiQn activ:i:tios fiald wo;r.kors w.ouJA b.a 
~.x:pactcd to. Ol'g n1.2ia Ciilll1!l'.llll'd t:ios a..nd t.-o teaeb. them tho :ru.dilll.Gnts o;f' 
~c:r·•cy . The :Fra0dom. Vllto Cn.ll'.lp&'ign :ror Go.vo:mor in tho t1.1.1,twon o-f 
~963 ( in Wrlch larg.' nut11bGl'S af tfflite~ volu.rrteo:r;s ~:rti.cipa.tud foJ" t.ha, 
i'i:tst tfim - undor COFD lUISpi!ces) .:pl'a'Va~ th·o: b..'1.rlC stlUn,dnass of thi.5 
11:ppro~ch. N~:ro-cts in tha sta ta wul'O: e.!lft0·1" :f'or poll ti..ca.l actin tyi thuy 
rwan'tfj'.Q '~a r.e~P.st.or ~ thay wnntgd 'b.o v:ota~ 

lha U.s. fupr.I.l'tlll0l'lt of Justi.ca in thtJ ~nmrl.l had nllt been oont­
pl.etcl.y i.nz·ctivo. 1hu Ci'V'i2 Ri~1l.ts Act of 1.900 had e.mpowart~~.d tho Deparl­
nwn.t. to institute suits ag_lli.l'l:st tllt.r.ti~a statos. as rall as @ai.rlst indin-

wQ. regist:l"ars in oo:ros 'tiber~ .e. ~.p. .. ttl'il'l'l. :Qr practice:~ of vatol' tti:scr.im:t­
nation ~•as eund. Suits 'W'fl:!'O' brou;,ht .a.gainst thn rQ{J;icstrin'G c.r· i\'l-~~5-t 
e.nd .MBd\.son :c.ountias ,, t'1l1ljcrl.nin~ t..."~-u:ml f'ro1'1i. f'ur'th in.tel·for onca l>i.th 
.No~p appli~atio:ns,. l'~llln Inpa.rl:mant.. i.mostiga. tor,s di:soovW'Iod 11patt.a~ 
em! prli;e.tiew~t i.:n soma si.:xty-orld of His:sissipPi ~ s oighty-two• ca,unt1a~ • 

suit .wa,s bl'ough.'&. aga:i.n!lt. ti'ls stato i t.s lf, challon~g the ~fi.!.ll<ll :Y 
nf the • c.o:nsti tuti.onll.l i.ntorpl"'ei.atil'Jnn sagment of tho appliCO!tion _t;9~ • 
.lm -a'XtVGlll6ly i~ol"tP.:nt ~.aui. t C€1tl.'r"t doci s i.on .in tho sprlng pcf' 19.64 
-oxd'!lr~d tho 'l:'Ggiat.r:il.r· of F.a.nola County to cti.S"pfJlUII'O: 1-Ji th bo-th the I}OAGti­

tut.i..:nnn.l i~ta:rpro.tation to-st. .and tha ~da'tius of' a. ci ti»Dn·l &lil'Ot.ion o.l 
the .J:'Qrl!l. Ai>. abou.t :hha .sa~ time a llH:lohS'ta..tuti.onal muondrncnt out:l..nwEtd. 
tbo stipuJ.aJ..ion c! po.yrtlQht of' pall true ns a. roquironlfl!lt .far vot1:16 
in .:ledQr-al olocti.ons .• 

By Nay of 1964 tho f.oeus of' 'tha F:rOfldcnt Movootnnt p.calitica:l worknrs 
h~d :J..al'gal.y slrl.f'ted t.c,. poli t.i.enl educmtion progl'nmlil and s-ta.."W-... 'Wi.c3o 
~omrtUni t-y Ol"E:lLni2io9.tion. Tho Fr.o.edom Rogistratidn ~sn wt.!.S oanccd v·.qd~ 
th-o Freet'!om Ge.ndirla.t.as. ran f"or nationn.1 o:f.fice 1.n the lbmoar.l.t.i.l:: - rlmal.oy 
nn .Juno 2 • .And t.na. runt"l:y ..formod Mi.srlsnppi Fl.'"oodom JlL1nroQl"•.t.i.o nrty 
rtrmou:rlced its plan 'ho· unseat tha 10r~nl" 1~ .Missis.sip_pi dS!lQg~t±an to t:.~ 
Nati:onal. ::!):;)lnocl:'.a.tic Convt~ntion. Tho now _pnr-t.y 1s C:OllijlOSEJd o.nt.i..J:'Dly o.f 
:mttivo l'ii1> si•ttSi.)lpiAns. Orgn,ni.u tioron c-ffrn:·t.a throu.ghau.t. th,a !iiUJ?JJn:Jr ~a 
be;i~:.~g i'neussgd on tha .At1.mrl.ie 1Ci. ty ·<»nv.antion in AngMt. .. 

I'hi!3 :is l:'o.ughly whwe · 1om stn.nd i.n tho sllllltllln'·· af 1964. l!h~::~ Statr:iJ. 
lagis}A:bure '!>1ll1i in a p.."tlti.c thl:'~\lt tha spring~ it h"'s joot p(;l!jaod 
wlHrt i ~ prabn.'bly tho b1ggost.. be. tclt cf eloarly" '\Ulaon:sti tu.tJ..Ii>IiF:it1 laws in 
t.ha his,l;oey .C this eonn.wi)". The Citi.z.ons Council is C~trongo.r· th.{l.n it bas 
ovmr 'bol3n. Tha Ku. nux'IG.an· hes rmd.vod in the soutnwa~t.orn part lli' the 
s Lfl.:t!3' iJ,nd lmrmng crosses hnvo 'btn1ln apo-ttad a.ll O"J[m"· thll srtatj;):;. Tho. 
Redt~rm.'ln· p~.:po~ b.r).vB mann.ged., in 1 f"aw short JDOnths , tn fostar .a. 
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