APPENDIX B
"HOW JEGRO [EMOCRATS FAREDF

(The following is & summary of & longer repart by the same
titlo desceritdng, through the affidavits of the partici-
nts, tho sxperiences of Mississippl legroes who attcmpted
o take part in Democratic Perty procinct and tbunty tone
vintions “his sumor;)

Trds pest June Negroes in soversl parts of Mississippi attempted to
atltend procinct meatings of the Mississippi Democratic Party. These meetings,
in which all registersd woters arc theoreticzlly antitled to participets,
form the base of & pyromid which culminstes in the Democratic Stete Con-
vention, Tt 45 in tho course of this suries of mestings that state porty
officials and Motionel Convention delepctes are elocted. In this Presidemtial
election yoor the Nogro Democrats were not only fighting for thedr right to
be inciuded in the party. They also sougkt to insure that the state party
would remsin loyul to tho candidates of the Nations]l Democratic Party in
November. To sccomplish this, they pressed for the eloction of delegstes
who shared their views, 2s wall as for the adopfion of resolulions affirming
loyalty to the Natiomal ticket.

The emount of Negro activity in tho precinct meetings wns sharply
circunscribed at the outset by the outstanding fact of Mississippi politics:
the missive disfranchisoment of Nogro voters. The climate of fear that t
porvades the state actod os a further check: A sworn affidsavit from &
residant of Noshoba County, for example, oxplains that no Negroes went to
precinct mectings thero “bocause it was impossitile,.. to make the atbempt
«sowithout sufforing great econamic and physical harm.*
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In eight procinets (in six different counties) Negroes weunt to
their polling stations before the time legslly designnted for the
precipnet meetings (10:00 AM), bit vere unable to find any evidsnce
of A mesting, Inquiries addresssd to public officials prowved futile:
sume offieiels denied knowledge of any meeting, others claimed that
the meeting had slraasdy taken place. In these precincts legroes
proceded to hold tleir own meotings snd elected thelr owvn delegz=ten
to the County econventions, .

In three precinets ( In six different counties) Negruea found the
white precinct destings, but were exocluded from the mestings. Ib
Hattissburg Hegroes were told that they could not participate without
poll tax receipts, desnite the recent Constitutionsl amendment
outlnwing sush pravisiens,

In ten wnresinets ( in five differeiit counties) Negroea were allowed
to ettend the mectings, but were réstricted in snme way from eXercising
their full rights: =ome wers not allowed to vote, some werg not allowed
to nominate deleitntes from the floor, othersa were fot allowed to take
pert In chossing .tlose wics tallied the votea, In several mectings the
Magroes wore anabls to introduce thelr resolution calling for leyaltiy
£t thHe Hetionnl Perty, in othorno they ware tinsble to bring tieir
rasclutions to & voteo,
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Tn six precincts (primarily in the liberal town of Greenville) Negross
were allowed to perticipate fully in the precinct mestings. Howsver, in
zome cases they were included only after white voters stalled the msetings
until well past 10:00 AN in an effort to phone up enough additional whits
voters to offset an unexpsctedly large Negro turnout, In all but one
precinet (in Greemville) the resolution of party loy=lty was defeated.
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On June 23, 1964, Negroes tried to take part in the second level of
Democratic Party meetings, the County Conventions, Most of thess Negroes
had been elected delegates to the county level by all-Negro pracinct
moetings. One, however, was 2 dolegite from & multi-racial meeting in Jeck-
son.

In Canton (Medison County) Negro delegates were at first umable to
locate the County Convention, as the meeoting wes not being held in the legsl-
1y designatcd place, When they did discover 2 group of whites who werse in
the process of drswing up & slate of dolegates, thoy tried to join the
moeting, Thoy wers informed that thers would be no County Comvention this
year. The whito group elaimed to be the County Exocutive Committee and
told the Negroes that the meeting was opon only to members.

In Greorwood (Leflore County), another hard-core area, Negro delegates
were also darded tho right to take part in the County Comvention, The whites
presiding over the meeting refuscd to recognize their crodentials on the
grounds that their precinct mooting had not been “officiall, A white group
claimod to be the delegatos from the same procinets, (At tho precinect level
the preceding week Nogro groups hdd boon unable to locats tho whits moctings:
they were told there were no meotings; ono group, which had arrived at 10:00
AlM was informed the mooting was already over).

In one of the moro "libersl® sreas of the state, Meridian (laudordsle
County) Negro delogates attended the County Convention, but were not allowed
to participate fully, nor were thoir credentials ever recognized. The meeting

;ﬂi‘tu.sed to consider their resolution of loyalty to the Hational Democratic
4ATriye

In Ruleville and Greenville, Negross did not participate &s deslegates,
tut were allowed to attond the mectings &s observers. None of the white
delegates from the lone procinct in Greenvillo whdch had taken the "radical®
stand of adopting theo lNegroes® resolution on party loyalty showed up at
ge gm}mty Convention. (Ruleville: Sunflower County; Greenville: Washington
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In Jackson (Hinds County) a Negro delegate, who representod onc half
of his multi-racia] precinct's single voto, was seated with his Negro
alternato in the back of the Conventlon room. His credentials werce not
seriously questioned and he was not provented from participating in the
mocting, Howover, the other half of the voto, & white womsn, was seated
with her white alteorrate a2t tho front of the room,in the proper seating
location for their procinct,
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