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AI'I'Etlm X 1! 

•l'bc Ri!ht" ~ v.rt:c:• in Ml.llsissin!l'-

!ll'riciGl. ref;S.stratl.rn ficurcs sht>w thllt 'lnl.< '"~ 20 , rm llNr!"t"c.s are 
registered in Mississippi as cor:lp8l"eil V. 500 ,000 whites. ThiJo ?:"ll30ntg 
less than 7f. rf the 435, 000 NogMC:J • r voting <Jill in the state. 

···!t····· 
(Tho .t'r-llov.i.TI& are selected pasaages rr,:~ a speech by Pr?fess<'r Russon 

1!. 'Rarrett or the University rf H:l.osiosippi , cntitJ.ed ~t~t:ing Qulll1tiet~ti'n., 
~n lt1~'1i~~ippi, )L 

• ••• Tho pri'Sent votin£ l..alo3 .,r M1.naio'lirlli 'III!To 1nten.:lod te be dio~-:1-
mnnt.ory .. , Th!lea recpir:-:entG have thd.r erigin in con:tti tut.i?nDl n::c-n tlnont.'l 
w!!1cb wra 1qil.CMntad by tbe l"f:iolaturc in l?SS and 1962, and in bo~h 
c1111eu publlc tftic1al.s care1''olly &T:lidcd l'lllld.ng stnte::e:Jts w!dch ,..u!J ~ 
used in rrart &otiOilS as proof nt intenti•n to diecri!ilinabe. In l.?)h 
Goverr.nr Wb1 te did say that the Mend::cnt ¥JuH ••tend to r.aint.ai:t "".-:;t-ogn
tion," but in 1962 Representativo T11~n McCJ.ollan •cged l~lators 
te a'ol!'lid aolci~~& •unnecessary C'lllestions• at<-ut t.he lcctsl.ation in public 
and there wws r • debate nn the cbv:l.nus purpose , ~ the legislat:l.l'n in 
ri ~:r j"'lnr • 

" Tho mnnpo.pers and the Cit:l.zeno ' C1111neU wre le&q dincr<.lat , nn<l 
thoy wre relied upon to prl'lVide .. 'hatovtlr ~~Jq>lanatitm the 'll"terD lllAY hmrn 
noo<lcd. In Oct.obor , 1954, Robert B. l'attornnn ill reported t.J ham amtl 
at a Citizens• C?J.nci 1 meeting, "!he ~rndl::ent is intended solely ttl 
limit. Negro rc~stration . n The Jaelalon Dail;y ll':n copied a atatcmnt by 
Patter::an ~ an od1torial, and 1t:l 11toey an the election rosu!t:! c:rricd 
the hoaru nc, ~Consti "b..ttiorull. J.JliCindllent to Roo trict. l ogro V"~ti TIG Gi V\>n 
19-1 Lllad at Pc.lls . • fu.r:ing tho campaign on tho noral character r.<.nd=nt 
1n 19GO tho Jackson :ltat.t-T1.ccs ocli torializod, •l'b1D proposed 8814111dr::ont 
1s r: t «imod at keeping white people rrm vntinc, no s:satur ho•1 I!IOrGl.ly 
carrupt they nay be . It iD m1 ill-disguised nttc:lpt ti lccc.p qualified 
lq:rocs b'IXl voting; and <1!1 ~ch, it should nnt hno tl>t suppc-rt of tho 
pooplo nt Missia.,ipp:L" When tho lci;islaturc ~;ot around to icplcncnUng 
tl.o n v rccpiranent in 1962, a nE".r.s report 11 t.awd t~t th.., ncv lntr.J " &·o 
1 nt.nudad tn rtako it J'lf)re ditricul t ror Ncj!l"ocs to regiatN· . • ••• 

"First, th<l lotlolo pattern nf vo!J.nc rcquirC!liCnts and or Ute rccir
tration .rorm 111 elllcnlat"d .o ko t.lt process appear to tho voter t.o be 
a hopol ssly fn:rr.d.dahle r.n • • 1. pul.t.. rt. 1., '"llf'POSCd to ln1.•t1o with 
c-nplc.ld.tioll which culmLat.. tho Jll:blic••• "n of tho wnnl.:i-be vnter'n 
= in tho 1 "Cal n~n~Spa,...r tll'"l wt 1(.~ . J, ajor pnrposc 01' all tltill 111 
to 11" "VUTwbolm the voter Uat he wil ,...n · h rl! thll audaci t.:r even to 
attar.pt rcglstration . Bchlnd thilJ 8JlP1 :. ·t _,. eupposed to br: - and all 
too ortcn ill - a colloct1on or Ccllr!l that omconc will ch.al.leDGB tho wtcr 111 
111?1'111 cbar~ter, Ulllt. he may be prosocut d tor pcrJnry, t"r that h ay bo 
uubJoct.ed to ecot~Q!U." or other pr=ros "it ho attu:pts to rec:\stcr. 
'l'hoDo wb~ havu r~r ;rears C"ntro1Jcd stato poHtics asSUD\e that tlds t ar 
will bt a pow;:rful wcapoo agaiMt ""'• · t't.!f:'IIILlat.iC'll, y-ut t.hc plain tact b 
that it 1'1 !Jy rnr !.ho ""'31. ,..,,IV'l'llhln •f Ulldr dcfcrt<> .. ,s .... 
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"A second impDrtant point is that the law provides no c~ear or meaning
fu~ standards J:or its highly general requirF.!lnellts. These noli !Blllillar gener
al:!.. ties requ:il'e the voter to be able to axp~ain aey section oi' the consti
tution, to describe tho obligations of o:l.tizensbip, and to demonstrate to 
the Circuit Clerk that he is of good moral character. It is clear that 
those requirements verc stated vaguely for me simple reason, to perMit 
the Registrar to apply different; atandarda to di.fi'erent people. 

". • . It is lrorth qo.oti,ng what l'laS said w l9SS by the man llho was t!tet1 
President of the )1l.ssissippi Ciraui.t Clerks ' Association, Rubel Pbif.lips. 
In camplai$g about the burden placed by the new la•n on circuit clarks, he 
silid, 11Many clerks feel the law is discriminntory and ;that a bu:N.!en is 
placed on them to disfranchise many persons who have been vnting f:flr yesro. •· 
... Lawyers with less than 10 years of experience probably ~o-rulctnft be able 
to ans~rer the questions properly • ••• 11 

The FREEOOM RIDlS'JRATICW dri"78 is designed to shou thet thousands of 
Negroes want to become registered voters. Tho FreedOlll Registration forms, 
rm!ch are similar to many in current llSe in the NQ):'th, ere much simpler 
than those llSed by the State of Mississippi. The forms demonstrate uhat ;ro 
think ~o be t)le oncy necessary requirements for voting. People do NOT have 
to be able to road and write :i,n order to register :m the Freedom Registre.tion 
books • Registral's will fill out the forma for those who cannot read en4 
~lti.to aa they answer the questions , Such people wi..ll sign with ":I' s" in ·the 
prooonce or at least two w:ltnesses . Tho following is a copy of the questions 
asked on the Freedom Registration Form: 

(1) Write tode,y>s date: --------------------------------
( 2) ~I rite ¥0\lT fUll nmne: -------------------------------
(3) How olrl are you today:. ________________ _ 

(I!) lrra you a United States citizen: _____________ _ 

(S) Row long h.ave you lived in Hissi&sipp:L: __________ __ 

(6) \oThat count7 do you live in: --------------------------
(7) Bow long have you lived in that county: ·-------------------
(8) What is yaur address now: ----------------------------
(9) lrre you a minist er or the wii'e of a minister: -----------
All of tho eiJJ.ltcmcmts above are f;.rue:. __ -r:===:::-=-"::'::::.:.-::-:=~

(signature oi' applicant) 

-------------------
State of Mississi)>pi, County of: ________________ _ 

S"t!Orn to end S'\lbscribeci bet'ore me by the above llDJlled -------
----- on this, the'---- day of ___ _ _, 196'-----
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F.egro Voters by District and Cw.nty 

(The l'nllo;.d.ng atntistics are !rOD the Congressiolllll. Quarterl:y, vleek 
cmdi.ng JulyS, l96J, p . 1091 -3. ) 
First Dl.str:l.ot (North~ast} 

r.ounty lil>S!:O P.,2 • Over 2l JIIEttO Regis . Voters Percent 
Alcorn 1,750 61 3.S <( 
,\tt.na 1.!,262 6l. 1. 4 f[ 
C«lboun 1,767 0 (\,Q 1 
r.b1cka:Jav 3,0SL 0 o.u 1 Ch">ctaw 1,105 10 ,9 % 
Cl&"J' 4,L4J, lO .2 'I 
It&Wl.8:lha L6J h7 10.2 % Leo 5,130 23l 4.s ~ 
r.o;n:~ies 6,)62 70 .a ' KOTJJ'Q9 5,610 9 " ~ ,, 
tl 'lY.!l l>')Q 5,l72 0 o.o % Oktibbt1hU L,$92 107 2. 2 % Pc.11totoc 1,519 6 .4 % 
P:r~ontisa 1,070 18 1.7 <1 
Tin hO'n'd npo 359 6 1. 7% 
Webster 1,17L 2 . 2 % 
Wins tor. 3,611 51 1.6 % 

Second Dl.strict (Northuest): 

Benton 1, 419 150 lOS f. Bolivar 15,939 612 ) .8 % C2rr01l 2,704 3 .1 ~ Coahoma Jll, 404 1,800 12 . ) ~ Oel~oto 6, 2116 L .oc~ Grenada 4, 32) 61 1. 4 ~ Holmos 8,757 41 .s $ Hlll!ipbreys 5,561 2 .cza Ioanq11enll 1,081 0 o.o % . Lat'oyuttc 3,2)9 134 L.1 $ Lofloro 13,567 268 1.9 ~ liars ball 7,16) 90 1 . :? % I :on tg oruery 2,627 11 .L t Panola 7,250 2 , OJ' ~t.men 5,673 1.135 ' 7.6 f, <;barlcey 3,125 J .1 % ';11nno~ror 13,524 16L 1.2 % Tllllahn to hie 6,1.83 5 .07% Tate 1.,)26 0 o.o % Tipp::th 1,281 176 1).7% TUnica 5,822 22 ·h % Union 1,626 6 .4 56 Hasbington 20,619 2,563 12 .4% Yalobustw 2,lt41 4 .2 ~ 
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County Negro pop.over 21 Negro Regis .Voters Percent 

Third Distr.i.ct {South1·test): 

.Ji.dano.CJ 9,340 1,050 11.2% 
Alllite 3,560 1. , OJ% 

so 1. 2 % Qia:l.bo:~rne 3,969 
.31% Cop:U!h 6,407 20 

Franklin 1,842 146 7.9 'f, 
ll:i.nds 36,133 5,000 1).8% 
Jeff~rson 3,540 0 o.o % 
Linco:~ln 3,91) 516 ~).2 ~ 
Pike 6,936 207 3.0 % 
Walthall 2,490 3 .1 % 
Wili'ro;,n 10,726 1,100 10. 3% 
1i ilk:i.ns Oll 4,120 llO 2~7 % 
Ye.zoo e,n9 178 2 • ..!. % 

Fourth District (Central): 

Clarke 2,988 34 1.1J Jasper 3,675 6 . 2 Kanper 3,221 10 ,) % Laud.ardal.e 11,924 1,200 10.1% Leake 3,391 150 b.4 :t ~fact!.aon 10,366 500 4..8% Neshoba 2,565 8 . ) % ltewton 3,018 32 1 .1 % Rankin 6,9/.JlJ 43 . 6 % Seo+.t .3, 752 28 ·1% !::IJltpson 3,186 61 1.9% Sn:ith 1,293 24 1.9% 
6 

Fii'th District ( Southeas·t) : 

Forreot 7,495 24 .2 % 0el'!rge 560 13 2. 2 % Jones 1,u21 872 ll.7% Lal!\llr l , 07J, (J o.o % Ma:rion ),630 400 u .o% Pear1 River 2,UE 0 (,'1 .0 .% Perry 1, 127 11.1 .% Stone 866 4l 1.!~5 % G:ree11e 859 uo L.6 % Wayne 2,556 0 o.o % 




