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‘ ATTENIIX E
"The Right to Vote" in Mississippi

nfficial registratien figures show that only some 20,000 Negroes are
registered in Misslssippl as compared to 500,000 whites. This represents
less than 7% of the [;35,000 Negroes »f voting age in the state.
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(The fellowing are selected passages from a by Professor Russell
He Barrett of the Umiversity of Mississippi, entitled Voting Qualifications
in Wasiesippdt)i. ,

".ssThe present voting laws of Mississippi were intended te be discrdi-
rdnatory... These requirments have their erigin in constitutional amendments
which were implemented by the ligislature in 1955 .and 1962, and in both
cases public officlals carefully avoided maling statements which cwuld be
used in cowrt actions as preof of intentien to dscriminate. In 195k
Governor Wihdte did say that the amendment would "tend to maintain segrega- '~
tien," but in 1962 Representative Thompson McClellan urged legislators
te avold asking Munmecessary questions® sbout the legislation in public
and there was ne debate on the obvious purpose »f the leglslation in
either year,

" The newspapers and the Citizens' Council were less discreet, and
they were relied upon to provide whatever explanation the woters may have
needed. In October, 1954, Robert B. Patterson is reported to have said
at a Citizens' Councll meeting, "The amendment is intended solely to
limit Negro reglstration." The Jackaon Deily News copied a statement by
Patterson as an editorial, and its story on the election results carried
the headline, "Constitutional Amendment to Restrict Negre Voting Given
19-1 Lead at Polls." During the campaign on the moral character amendment
in 1960 the Jackson State-Times editorialized, "This proposed amendment
is not almed at keeping white people from wvoting, no matter how morally
corrupt they may be. It is an ill-disguised attempt ti keep qualified
Negroes from woting; and as such, it should not have the support of the
people of Mississippl." When the legislature got around to implementing
the new requirement in 1962, a news report stated that the new laws " are
intended to make it more difficult for Negroes to register."...

"First, the wholec pattern of voting requirements and of the regis-
tration form is calculated to make the process appear to the voter to be
a hopelessly forrmidable one. The pattern is supposed to briatle with
complexition which culminate in the publication of the would-be voter's
name in the lncal newspaper for twn weeks. A major purpose of all this s
to 8o nvorwhelm the voter that he will not have the andacity even to
attempt registration. Belind tlis approach is supposed to be - and all
too often is - a collection of fears that someone will challenge the voter's
moral character, that he may be prosecuted for perjury, or that he may be
subjected to economic or other pressures 4f he attempts to register.
Those who have for years controlled state politics assume that this fear
will be a powerful weapon against vobter rugisbration, yet the plain fact is
that it 15 by far the moat minerahlea of thelr defenses....
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mt second impprtant peint is that the law provides no clear or meaning-
ful standards for its highly general requirements. These new familiar gener-
alities require the voter 10 ba able to sxplain any section of the consti-
tution, to describe the obligations of citiZzenship, and to demonstrate to
the Circudlt Olerk that he is of good moral character, It 1z elear that
those requirements were atated vaguely for me simple reason, to permit
the Reglstrar to apply different standards to different peecple.

",ee It is worth cuoting what was said in 1955 by the man who was then
President of the Mississippi Circuit Clerks' Assoclation, Rubel Phillips.
In complaining sbout the burden placed by the new law on circuit clerks, he
sald, "Many clerks feel the law is discriminatery and fhat a burden 1s
placed on them to disfranchise many persons who have been voting for years. -
«ss Lawyers with less than 10 years of experience probably wouldnft be able
to answer the muestions properly....”

A

The FREEDOM REGISTRATION drive is designed to show that thousands of
Negroes went to become registered voters. The Freedom Reglistration forms,
wiich are similar to many in current use in the North, are much simpler

than those used by the State of Mississippi. The forms demonstrate what wo
think to be the only nccessary réquirements for voting. People do NOT have

to be able to road and write in order %o register on the Freedom Registration
books. Heglstrars will £ill out the forms for those who camnot read end
write as they answer the questions. Such people will sign with "X's" in the
prosence of at least two witnesses. The following is a copy of the questions
agked on the Freedom Registration Form:

(1) Write today's date:

(2) ¥Wirite yorr full names

(3) How old are you todays:

() &re you a Undted States citizen:

(5) How long have you lived in Mississippi:

(6) What county do you live ins

(7) How long have you 1ived in that county:

(8) What iz your address now:

(9) fire you a minister or the wife of a minister:

All of the ebatements abowve are true:

(signature of applicant)

o T . . e ) .

State of Mississippi, County of:

Sworn to and subscribed before me by the above named

on this, the day of . 5196 .
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Regro Voters by MMstrict and County

(The fnllowing statistics are from the Congressional Quarterly, Week
ending July 5, 1963, pe 1091 -3, )
First District (Northeast)

County Nogro Pop, Over 21 Negro Regis.Voters Percemt
Klcorn 1,750 é1 35 %
Attila L,262 61 1.h £
Calhoun 1,767 0 0.0 ¢
Chickasaw 3,084 (0} 0.0 %
Choctaw 1,105 10 9 %
Clay L llils 10 2 %
Ttawemba Lé3 L7 10.2 ¢
Lﬂﬂ 5,13& 231 hls I
Lovmdes 5’1362 TC 0 %
Morroe 5,60 9 2%
Nombees 5,172 0 - 0.0 %
Oketd bbeha li;592 107 2.2 %
Pontotoe 1,519 6 ol %
Prentiss 1,070 18 1.7 %
Tishomingo, 359 [ 1.7 %
Webater 1,174 2 2%

Benton 1,,.]19

150 10,5 &
Bolivar 15,939 612 2.8 %
Carroll El?uh 3 1 g
Goahoma Uy, Lol 1,800 12.3 §
DeSoto 6,2M Ll ] Qéﬂ
Grenada Jh 323 &1 1_h :g
Holmas 8,757 L1 5 g
Setears 5,561 2 S
Isasaquena 1,081 ¢ 00 % .
Lafayette 3,239 13 b %
Leflore 13,567 2&8 1.9 ¢
liarshall 7,163 90 33 %
Hontgomery 2,627 1 g
Panola 7,250 2 03
Quitman 5,673 L3s 7.6 €
har kEj 3:125 3 ol %
Sunflowver 13 152]4 164 1,2 ¢
Tallahatchie 6,183 3 s
Tippah , 1,281 176 13,7 &
Turdca 5 ,822 22 g
Uﬂiﬂ‘n 1,626 5 -I.'. 5
Washington 20,619 i 2,563 12, %

Yalobusha 2, I 2



22

County Negro pop.over 21 Negro Regls.Voters Percent
Third Distriet (Scuthwest)s:
Adams 9,3L0 1,050 11.2 €
Arite 3,560 1 «03%
flaiborne 3,969 5o L2%
Copiah 6,107 20 « 1%
Franklin 1,812 146 7.9 %
Hinds 36,133 5,000 13.8 &
Jefferson 3,540 . 0.0 %
Linesln 3,913 516 13.2 %
Pike 6,936 207 3.0 %
Walthall 2,190 3 3
Widren- . 10,726 1,100 10.3 %
Wilkinson L,320 110 2T s
Yazoo 8,719 178 Pl %
Fourth District (Central):
Clarks 2,988 3
= e 6 B
10 I
Lauderdale 11:?211 1.9200 3%
s 10,1 &
Letke 35397 150 boki %
Mardson 10,366 500 h..ﬂ s
Neshoba 2,565 8 ‘3 z
Seott 3,752 28 :1- %
Simpson 3,186 61 1.9 %
Snd th 1,293 2l 1.9
Fifth District (Southeast):
Genrge 580 13 b
Jones 7,027 872 11.7 %
Lamar 1,071 0 00 %
Mardon 3,630 Loo 11.0 #
Pear] River 2,U73 0 0e0 %
it 1,1ko 127 1.1 €
i i la LieS %
Greene 859 LO bt
Wayne 2,556 0






