& CHALLENGE OF THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY
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I. DEVELOPMENE OF THE MISSISSIFPI
FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Three basie eonsiderations underlie the development of the Mississippi
" Freedom Democratic Party and its plans to challenge the seating of the dele=-

gation of the Mississippi Democratic Party at the 1964 National Demoecratic
Convention, They &re:

1. The long history of systémetic and studied exelusion .of -llegro
eitizens from equal participation in the politieal processes
of the state grows more flagrant daily.

2. The Mississippi Democratie Party has conclusively demonsirated
its lack of loyalty to the National Demccratic Party in the
past, and ecurrently indicates no intention of supporting the
platform of the 1964 Democratie Conventien,

3. The intransigent and fanatical determination of the State's
political power structure to maintain the status-quo elearly
demonstrates that the "Mississippi closed socieily,” as
Professor James W, Silver of the University of Mississippi
asserts, is without leadership or moral resources te reform
itself, and hence can only be brought into the mainstream
of the twentieth century by foreces outszide of itself.

A, PARTY DISCRIMINATION: 2

The Mississippi Democratic Party controls the legislative, ex..cutive,
and judieial branches of the government of the State, All 49 senators, and
all but one of the 122 representatives are Demoerats. Repeatedly, the State
legislature has passed laws and established regulations designed to discrimi-
nate against prospective Negro voters, The 1963 pgubernatorial campaign was
largely directed towards restricting the Negro vote. The state convention is
boing held in the Jaekson Munieipal Auditorium and the Heidelberg Hotsl, both -
of which are segregated, In its devotion to racism and suppression of mnarit:f
expression, the Mississippi Democratic Party prevents Negro Democrats and white
Demoorats wh:::- disagree with the party's racist stance from participating in
party programs and decisions,

B. PARTY DISLOYALTY:

Mizsissippl citizens who desire to do so cannot support the National
Demoeratic goals by joining the Mississippi Democratice Party, The Mississippi
Demoeratic Party has declared in publie speeches and printed matter that it
is FOT a part of the National Demoeratie Party., The campaign literature for
the election of Governor Paul B, Joknson, in November 1963, is a case in
point, as the following exerpts show: ,.., "Our Mississippl Democratic Party
is entirely independent and free of the influence or domination of any
national party® ..... "The Mississippi Democratic Party, which long ago -
separated 1f{self from tha National Demceratie Party, and which has fought
consistontly everything both national parties stand for.vesees”
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In 1960 the Mississippi Democratic Party failed to honor its pladge
to support the nominees of the National Democratic Convention. Immediately
after the convention the Mississippi party comvened a convention and voted
to support unpledged electors in an effort to defeat the nominees of the
Democratic National Convention,

C. THE CLOSED SOCIETY:

"It can be argued that in the kistory of the United States democracy
has produced great leaders in great crises. Sad as it may be, the opposite
has been true In~Mississippl. As yet shere 48-dittle evidenge that the
society of the closed mind will ever possess the moral resources to refornm
itself, or the capanity for self-examination, or even the tolerance of
self-axamination,¥ from Mississippi: The Closed So , by James W, Silver.

Civil rights groups working in Mississippl are convinced that politi-
cal and social justice cannot be won in Mississippi without massive interest
and support of the ecountry as a whole, backed by the authority of the Federal
government, As the political leadership of Mississippi feel threatened by
the winds of change, they devise new and more extensive legal weapons and
police powers. Police preparations were made all through the spring to
harass, intimidate, and threaten the educational and political programs
mow being cerried on in Mississippi, Flve now bills, prchibiting picketing,
banning the distribution of boyeott literature, restricting tho movement
of groups, establishing curfews, authorizing mnicipalitiss to pool police
ranpower and equipment, and inecreasing ponnlties that may be assessed by
“1351 courts, were hurriedly signed into law. Other similar kills are still
rending.

II. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE
FREZDOM DEVOCRATIC PARTY __

The Mississippi Froodom Democratie Party was concedved to give

Negro citizens of Mississippi an experience in politienl democracy and to
establish & channel through whiech 211 citizons, Negro and white, can active-
1y support the prineiples and progrars of the National Demoeratic Party.
The Couneil of Federated Crpantzatiors (COFO), & confederation of all the .

loeal eivil rights and citizenship education groups in Mississ-
ippl, is assicttifz locdl citizohs®t:> Not@lop~tho Mississippi Freedom ~-
Domoeratie Pariy.

This party is open to all eitizens regardless of race. It was offi-
cially establishod at a moeting in Jackson on April 26th; the approximately
300 delegaics present elected a temporary state executive committee, which
will be responsible for setting up precinct and othor stats meetings, These
meotings will parallsl those of tho Miscissinpl Domoeratic Party, and every
effort will be made fo comply with all stato laws which apply to the
formation of politinal perties. Registored woters in the Freedom Democratic
Party have already stterrted to attend precinet and county meetings of the
Misslssippl Demoecratic Farty, an experiercs which only offered further
proof of the raecial diserfrdnation rife within this party and of its
disloyalty to the Mationzl Party (See Appendix),

The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Partyils prosently engaged in three
major offorts: (1) Freedom Registration; (2) Freedom Candidates; and
(3) The Convention Challengo.



Officlial registration figures show that only somc 20,000 Negroos arc
rogisterod in Mississippl as compared to 500,000 whites, This represeuts less '
than 7% of the 435,000 Negroes 21 years of sge in the state, The Freedom
Rogistration is designed to show that thousands of Negroos want to becomeo
rogistered votors. By setting up registrars and deputy rogistrars in
counties acroos the state, some 100,000 or more persons may be inscribed
on the Freedom Reglstration books by the time of tho Domocratic Convention.
last November some 83,000 Negroes voted in a mock guborpatorial race, in
which COFO Prosidont Aaron Henry ran against Gov. Paul B. Johnson.

The Freedom registrars will use simplified registration forms based
on voting applications used in soveral Northern states. Any person who rogis-
ters in the Frecdom Reglstration will be eligible to vote in the Freedom
Democratic Party conventions and to participate in party work.

B. FREEDOM CANDITTES : . y

The four eandidates who qualified to run in the June 2 primary in
Mississippl were nominees of the Freedom Democratic Party. Tho Froeddom
Candidates plan to run zgain in a mock eloction under the auspices of the
Misslssippl. Froedom Democratic Party in Novembor. This will help to esta=-
blish tho fact that thousands of Nogroes ara doprived of citizonship parti-
cipation because of the racist character of Mississippi's voter registration
procedurcs,

The four candidates aroc Mrs. Victoria Gray, opposing Semetor John Stennis;
Mrs, Fenmic Iou Hamor, opposing Rop. Jamio L, Whitten; the Rov. John Cameron,

opposing Rop. William M, Colmer, ind Mr, James Houston, opposing Rop. John
Bell Williams, '

The Platforms of the candidates of the Froodom Democratic Party arti-
eulate the needs of all tho people of Mississippi, such as anti-poverty
programs, modicarc, aid to education, rural development, urban renewal, and
the guarantee of constitutional rights to all, This is in sharp contrast to
the lack of real issues in tho campaigns of the candidates who won in the
primary. Senator Stennmis did not oven bother to campaign in tho state, .
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Delegatas from the Froedom Democratic Party will challenge the seating
of the “old-lins" Mississippi dologation at the Democratic Nationsl Convention
this August in Atlantic City, New Jersey. All steps necessary to preparing
snd formally prosenting the challonge of the Frecdom Democratic Party are
being taken, Sevaral State Demoeratic Conventions have alreay passed

resolutions in support of tho challengo. BUT WE NEED YOUR COOPERATION AND
HELP!

1. We nced convertion delogatos to champion the causo of reprosentative
govornmont. in Mississippi.

2. Wo nood people who will speak out in tho eredentials committoo and
on tho comvoention floor. .

3. We ncod hundreds of Domoerats - individuals and organizations - to
instruct their deologatoes, petition their reprosontatives, varty leaders, and
tho President to face up to the faect that only & ronogado Domocratic Parly
oxists in Mississippd - a party which onjoys tho bonofits of nationsl affilia-
tion, but spurns all responsibilitics, Such a party oan only comtimo to
bring disgrace to tho Natiomal Demccoretie Party, '





