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Soabings l)lb and 14th 1ft J.11::Comb, Wsslsalp~l 

lt l. hard for a1>QSOJ'e who bu not 1 lvcd ln lkCorJlb tMM put 
~ontha and in th• Negro colD.'llu.nlty or that amall town in ti. 
aoutl'IWeat comer or 1/Jsalaslppl to under,tand the reality behind 
the two bombing• or S.ptemhf:r 20 • Th• followlni account I• 
written to convey ,o.- of that reality. 

The first b])Clbli,g co,11n at 10:SO. Most ot the ?legroea •t A.!c:Co:-b 
are In !led-but. cmly .o~,. ue alupln,g_. Th••• day• -st Negro 
adult• ln l.fcComb don 1t ratl asleep t111tJl the ... houra 8f the 
mol".nlno. Then the blut.. '? hat. alckenlng, ang,ulahlng sound 
that haa been heard t .. lw prevJoua tlm" owr tba laat three 
mont.bs--that IO\lnd t.hal Uegroe• ln McComb tiave COIN to k'IOW 
do ••l I. And everyone 1 n l.leCo:311 bears the aounr.t o.t the blaaU
UCComb ls a .. 11 lc,,m and v•ry, very quiet. l\t night t'ie 1ound 
ot t.be blaat can b • tteard tor 111lle1. And ao •••••••,::z~ tonight. ti": 
blaat ,_. hear"4 for the 13th ll.;ie--and ehn-tly tater ~ the 
14th lJma. i,:q,teiiaiM,• 1&►◄•• T~lghl t.he IGUflda a:a •• 
aD more -'lSUlahtng-tor the pate growa ,ione-.H.h each b=blng • 
.Every >I~ro ln llfceocnb lnatant ly ~n!:'ln what that sound *-'•• 
Alld tho the l!Qlllent.s or t.0Nlellt that foll --•tu, •• hi>UM. 

who ls dead7 ltta not aln•• T~•n who? ~ ntlohbor, Ill)' 
frJe.nd--ay 111olh•r• 'llll1 bro\.ti.r, my son, or !ll!IY.ba CQIIO again. 
Who7 And OTUI '• ■toach acll•• wi t.h pain and t.he pain ••ep• up 
into t.he che,t and t.h• head 1.1\4 Cl>lDS Ott\. ot ewry paw·. V!llo? 
Ia aOlffone dca4? The tear 1;nd the •~p@nae grows-the anguish 
bllco•• un.b&arabl•. hop l• grab whatever cl otlng ll'l•Y can 
find .:ad rua ou\. lAt.o U\e stre•t•• 

The pain 1ncreaaea wltb each bolilblftQ• The 13th t.akea place at 
lOzSO. The bo111bera lm:iw ao u•__. Nstralct--ttiey don•t ewn 
•lt until the l'ktro commwilt.y la all ln INl4-. It. •oean•t 
;aalter lo the.Ill that tt-e cafea are stl l l 091)11 and ttia\. there 
•" Negroea Jn the atnet.. Tha C?lN anyway-t.hc potlce are * 
their trtends an6 they cartalnly need not f•ar apprehtnalOfl. 
This 11 the 13th bombing, not to speak or 4 church burnings, 
an4 noi,.ne arnat.ed. And t.h1a ln a town, ot 15,ooo wher• 
•vcr,·'lne know• everyone•• busJneu. 

Pcop le q-1lckl y learn the news-it•• •• Quinn•• houM. 
lt. couldtt 1 t. be wcrH. !ver)·one love1 >lama Qulnn. She owns 
a popular care. Sha ta kind and gQOCI to everyOM. 8 ut 
,iore than that, she la a tO'!N.rlng figure or at.ren~th. Sh• 
<J:lln1 t he 1n.tl111ldat.•d• Thre" year• aco Iha was one oI the 
first to -10- LoN• and lend h1■ and the Stec worker• 
her support. Her care haa always tie.en c;,en--dcaplle t.h• 
threat.a. And t.hls SUCllllCT, agaln she' leads t.ha coaaunlty. 
Sile urws blaok and white, nlqht art.er night. And t.he 
pr-e.a-aurea 1ncr-M. Tbrnu. 'the pollce n.ld her place 
twlce--th• rJrst time they plant a bolt.le .or whlak,ey .nd 



it costa her 11$0. Sbe hold maetJ~ga nr the Cltl&ens Leag11e, 
a newly rorad ,~roup or N •gro bualn•- paople, hand41"4! 
t~ether, --•tlng secretly to lend ald &nd co~torl to the 
coro effort.. The meet •lee a iaO'l\th to plaa l>U,ylno l.nd tor 
a eosunt)Y cent.er. Jira. QuJnn • ..._ to orrer the lud ah• 
has tn the baek of her house,--11d thla despite the increased 
baurda that would bring into her lite. Flcally~ theyaacceed 
In ID&klng •• Qulfl.n close her ear•-h• gets& the final 
wamlng. $he "'ould rather cloae than be forced to atop 
aarvlng the COP'O people. 

An<l so tt was .,._ Quinn-and u. couldn't. be 11orae. It 
comes at 101$0. And two l lttle ehl ldNn are hart. Q\ 
111.Y gO,, they could have ttally 119en k.llle4-lf they ha.d 
not been tn the rear of the hollN. The hl'>uae la allllOat 
ctemollal'le4. They weren•t out to ftlgbtea t-onlght. -. 
U.. Qulftft was to be killed. LJn. up aothera and tath•r• 
and shoot dOY,11 their ehlldNll lefore th• lr eyu. 

How 111..::h can a h~n being like? Aod Mre coma the pol lee. 
They know who dld lt.-uay 11lght haw planaed it tbe1ffelvea. 
They haw, been after i... Qulna ror a lon9 ti... Her wtilt.• 
ta.ndlord, when htJ told her abe must cloae dowA It ah• didn't 
atop serving t.he cc,o people, re,11ec1 when Mila eh ... u 
cloe• downs •G ood, llOW 1 can go t.11 the Sherltf aUd Police 
eh1et al'l4 you w~naldn•t be J>oatbs•.• 

Here coaits the po14ft. The sue pollee who haw beaten oar 
rathera and raped Olll' daughten- anf put oar children 11\ 
Jail. Right now two little l>oya a&t beh'nd •r• In the 
county Jai 1, tehteiwed to a year for dlaklng •tl'lrealenlng 
and obacene phol'le cal 1• to a .-bite •an•" Aatd t.be phone 
rlnga 1~ the Ne9't'o comunlly night and d,ay with threats 
n:>t to aaaociete with those COF-0 woritera. Seae co• t'f'olJJ 

the pl le. theatlwa. And now tbe /pol lee atrlde In.to t.he 
Negro coaunlty. T hey war h•l•ta, carry elllba aftd l 
•b~una. They wl ll p.,.\end to inveat ivate. Act.ua Uy they , 
co• t:> intl111ldate t.M vlct.1• and gat.her up whatever evidence 
lie• around 2-fore the FBI can get to It. 'Ibey \:ON to 
arreat t.be peo~le who•• house haa been bo•••• They•ve 
dDM it before. The pattern repeats itself. A house 
la bl>lll.bed, the victim la lhr.a In jall. Ur. DJ111on ls 
ln Jal 1 ~JI houac •• bCllllbed on Au.gust 2S. The h lghwy 
patrol•n told his wife that al\c better st.op cooparatlng 
wJth COl"O or U... neJCt tllM ~he czyna,alte will be droppe d 
In the mlddle of her house. The Sheriff •ke• a almllar 
t.hrs.t.. Now the police aN co:al.o~. They •Ill probably 
arrest~ Quinn" (Act.ually t.hcy arnsat •r 4a~ht.er. 
& t .. c~er In lb• rreedom School this aWIIJZllr, and the 
ba!J)l al t leT • ) 



How much can a hllllllln betnt t.ake 1 

And in lh• aildal of llll paln and a_-ngulsh. CONS lh• s-eco:nd 
t.hUd. It.a on t~ otttcr a14-• of 1.,-. tiho nowf ~ 111ot.11.cr, 
rat.her, stater, brottterJ God 4•-t how much blood do t.he.y 
wantJ Tb•~ gnill Ua. chm-ch-Soelc y Mill-•the IUVeJDent 
church. lts doors were closed lhls aulllllln', but lt baa 
always t.ert t.l'le centeT of the mowaiant ln South Mceoelll. 
All the Fre<Jdom Schoo) .... .,,.,.,,.,. ........ klda b4tlong 
to Society 1'1:111. tt•• Bryant.'• church. The NAACP holds 
its meeting, there. I 1poke there t.hi1 1W11Nr. COPO 
work.er• were t.bcJ>e lh• pa• t. •unday and tr. &llllday lie tore. 
Next. door 1 lwa Alia Jackson. the tiolber or eight ch l ldru. 
who 11 ved J n Amt le connty alld who• three month• ago, ••• 
dragged out or her home by 10 u•d Mn and taken to a 
field wlleN she 11as beateu ~ cul up and lef~ ror half 
d..,.. tier chl ldren don•t 1 Uce J.fcCotab-U1ey •l sh lhe,y •er• 
l>M:k home 'tlihere -thi81r frlfflds ue. But 1110ther hu teld 
th•• they can •t go baclt. Mother 1 les In b-4 aake at 
night. She 1lve, Mxt. door to the church. It was the 
only place she e~uld find Utal the contd afford. But. 
ahe k11ott that one nts:ht t.h9y are golng to 110l9J) the 
place. 'ter llf• is Mwria-crullng f•ar. Is thla Amllr1ca1 

The C'-hurch Js de•llsbed. ll -• a t..errfble !>lest. Tn• 
police are here., ceru.111 again to see lha-t all C:ll:89 are 
HMOWd a_nd d••~royed. 

And wtier• 1• the redera:l ~oveMtoMnt 7 B ut u, ths local 
p olJc♦ m11at handle tile sJtua_liODJ they are the Upholder• 
or the l••• • .,... The federal govarl\•nt has no author I ty. 
And 90 the pollce stride ln. Th• Negrea• CTowd In I.he 
st.net, lrrooflng, .ngtdshlng. To the p'>llce this I• a 
ub. So tl'le.)' I.ell the preeat 3000 Negt'MS gather In the 
atreets. Yet the entlr• p Neg-ro p0pulatlon of' McColllb Is 
Just over 3,000. Thi• doe.1n•t matter. Cover up the real 
at.ory. Paint a picture of rioting Jlegroe.s. Play on 
Northern foara. Thfs ls what tb~ pr••• will pick up. 
And so ~Ike W&llaea calmly and objec~lwly explains lo 
morning national T .v. vtewr• tl\a.t. laal nJ ghl the Uegl"O.I 
of Mceooab reaced 1111th Vlolence-t.be reat.-to t•o bOlll>lnga 
f-,11ows mtt la n.ot. b .. rd. And so the atory or the 'llnarder 
of • c-unl ty 13"* imt.old. 
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