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l\11IH11' Ri.IDmIB S'l'R:00: Ti/ICE Di StnlFI.Ollm COUNTY 

Indianola, Oct, 28 Within twenty lllinutes, night-riding ~ilantes threw a bomb 
mto the Freedcm House at su.nfl.011er, 8 miles north of' )lere, and set fire to the 
Freedom ~ol in IndiMola. There wae one injuryj lli-yeal' old Ernest Smith 
received a. severe cut in the leg as he jumped through the window to escape from 
the gas in the Freedom House in su.nfl.ower. 

1,.t about 1:00 am a tear,gas oa.nnister was thrown into the house of Mrs, 
Annie Mae lCing through the front plate gl.a!W windo"• James Dann, ~-~ar 01,iwhite 

ilfit'c .rorier·tro111 ·1arrri.'ck'R;r., encl ~,,est &11th, J.4-year old- ~ower Negro 
vo1unteer WQre sleeping inside. They were awa,Qned by- the crash and upon discov
ering the bomb tried to get out. The .front and bsck doors were blocked by the 
fumes and they were forced to break a window to get out. Jwnpin,g through the 1-1in

dow Sm:1.th received a cut on his leg that subser•uently required 10 stitches, 
Dann drove smith to Ihdianola, to the home where project director John Harris 

20-~ old Negro from Birmin3ha111, ;.la. ms staying. 11arris and Dann drove to the 
Freedom School to get a :first-aid kit £or Smith. There they noticed smoke and 
fl.imes coming from the building-, 1/hen Dann and Ilarris arrill'ed, the front doors, 
usually locked, were wide open, the lock pried off. Dann and Harris fought tbe 
i'la1nes with a fire extinguisher, putting out most of the fire. Then they re~urned 
horie ·and called the fire department. The girl at the tire depa.l'tmerit made Dann 
spell his name threa times before ilhe wo\lld take d91m the message. '.·/hen the fire 
en(lines arrived they stood ru:ound until prodded by the civil righta to do something. 
The fire wns quiotcfy extinguished (,•1th an excess o:f wo.tar ). /.fterwards the 
vol.unteer f'iremen wandered in e.nd out or the building 1n a festive mood, one of 
them remarldJls to the COTO llcrkers that he Hished the building had been dompletely 
destroyed, 

The d!Wl rnida c!kilna,red a week of increasing violence in the county. The 
freed001 sobool had 1,oen the t,.r~t of an aerial bombing last Thursday', and someone 
had l'l.readr tl'ied to l:l'eak into the Freedom trouse in ,'3unflouer. Too co;ro uorkers 
1'f8re !Jeaten :l.n broad d~ht lnst ueek 1n ln<lianola, ohe of them on the courthouse 
steps:, 

EVIDENCE Ou' l.l!SOH FDtThlD 

~~. Ol:t, ~O, ~I Men\111 tound raf$s ~ bottles used to set the fire in the 
Freec1r ,1 ·,;c)lee;!, la.st iµ,ght,1 'l'hE111e mire .t'ound :l.n thp ot'.l'ioe of t.a, school {Jhere the 
1'~l'e s Gart!!(l, ~e t9 ~e g,!'f;1.Qe1 tne J.:l.l)r!U"Y' and, ~,3ting hall suffered 1;1light 
wate~ w11ag~, 

1"31 ~t!! dij!)GI,'i\:>~!,l t,11~ \;~ar ~~ oannist,,,r thro1m into the "Preed.om Rouse as 
~ l!lni_l ;.t,ary \",!Bl!; 1( 

ll00110TI:; TGLI) ~Cl G::/r O!i':~ T~ Sffl,i!!l\jr' 

GOTO
Box 30, Indianola, Miss*
phone: 1112 or lhj8
Oct, 29, 1961i

WiET RxZDiiJlS STRIDE T'JIDE IN SUWW COUNTY

Indianola t Oct, 26 Within twenty minutes, night-riding vigilantes threw a toirib
into Hie Freedom House at Sunflower, 8 miles north of here, and set fire to the
Freedom Stool in Indianola, There was one injury) lh-year old Ernest Snith
received a severe cut in the leg as he jumped through the window to escape from
the gas in the Freedom House in Sunflower,

At about 1*00 aift a tear,gas cannister was thrown into the house of Mrs* ,
Annie Mae Xing through the front plate glass window. James Dann, 2h-year old1™ 0

Si C worker from Warwick k . t l ,  and Zues t  Smith, 14-year old Sunflower Negro
volunteer were sleeping inside, They were awakened by the crash and upon discov-
ering the bomb triad to get out. The front and back doors were blocked by the
fumes and they were forced to break a window to get out. Jumping through the win-
dew Smith received a cut on his leg that subsequently required 10 stitches,

Dann drove Smith to Indianola, to the home where project director John Tfarris
20-year old Negro from Hirmingha j Ala* was staying, Harris and Dann drove to the
Freedom School to get a first-aid 3dLt for Smith. There they noticed smoktt and
flames coming from the building, './hen Dann and llarris arrived, the front doors,
usually locked, ware wide open, the lock pried off. Dann and Harris fought the
flames with a fire extinguisher, putting out most of the fire* Then they returned
hcE-fe and called the fire department* The girl at the fira department made Dann
sjDell his name three tiines before the would take down the message. /Iben the fire
engines arrived they stood around until prodded by the civil rights to do sometiling.
Tlie fire ws  quickly extinguished C ith an excess of water). Afterwards the
volunteer firemen wandered in ?nd out of tJie building in a festive mood, one of
them remarking to the CO I) workers that he wished t!ie building had lieen domple tely
destroyed,

The dual raids climaxed a week of increasing violence in the county. The
freedom school liad been the target Of an rerial bombing last Thursday, and someone
had already tried to '.Teak Into the Freedom Mouse in .Tunfl ewer. Two COi D workers
were beaten In broad daylight last week in Indianola, oh© of them on the courthouse
steps.

EVIDENCE OF AiSOl-l IW'©

Indianola, Opt, ?8. AJI agents found rags and battles used to set the fire in the
rreodr j ’..choGl last night, Thepe found in th? office of Up school i&ere the
fire s carted. Damage to thq Qffiflej the library and meeting hall suffered slight
wats?- dmage,

731 adapts described bear c nnlat r thrown into the Freedom House as
a ’’mL’itary type I

tMUBJJ TOLu TO CAT 07? T”E STll

Sunflower t Oct. 29( Nine i’egrp tsenagars wha wer$ attempting to guard the tear-
gaased Fr edpm Housq were told by >olice to get off hha streets or they would be
1rilled, The. Negros st, members of the Sunflower Youth lavement, saw a man trying to
break into ths house* They alsA reported say rsl susnieioua cars c ni 3'trig around
the hpus? and a church used fpr voter agist  ration meeting a 'They volunteered to
watch the two, buildings, but r-he olio a told tliem ta get homo or they would be
shot. Smith, 2D, of Sunflower, president the Sun! lower Youth Jovament,
contacted COFiO J adoiarter.s in Indinnalat QOFf worker g called the sheriff and the
police* Sun£lo-j$r pplipenun ‘illy -'pod denied that he threatened to shoot the
Me roos pjid premised tq the Freedom. ifeu.se t Ha Rent’d that the man who
tried tos Ireak into, the If dcpi Ffeus® w s drunk and ’’me nt no hanu.'i




