
0 

0 

0 

Student Nonuiolent 
~oordinating Committee 

6 RA'(MONO STREET. N.W., ATL,A,NTA 14, GEORGIA. • 680-03!11 

702 t'Jall Shoot 
l.~cComb, t,1isslsslppl 

39648 

(601) 684-9414 

IN THE UNIT~'D Slr.ATED DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 

JACKSON DIVISION 

1!RS. ALYENE QUINN, MRS. Wu\TTil~ DILLON, 1.'iRS. ROSA 
BATES, ALT!lliA SPINKS, ESSIE R.i:;3:o, EVELYN Nl!:LSON, 
REVEREND DANIEL ROSS, tiIBS. D1,NIEL ROSS, LOUISE 
Bt,NKS, GENERAL ·,;RI'I'E, lliRS. ROSA i',u\..e! WATSON, 
i~RS. BERiHCE .E:lIBANKS, ROBEJ,tT f.1cGRE, individual.ly 
and on behal:f of others similarly situated; 
.DSSB HARRIS, CEPHUS HUGJillS, JULIUS S.tl.I,iSEIN 
and f"~?TIS S\'IEEl\TEY, individually and on behalf 
of those similarly situated; RZVERE"iIDS CHARL.C:S 
BLACKBURN, ROBERT BE:C.'CH, JUCBAPJJ ST.C:RNBBRGER, 
HARRY BOWIE, DON CUSTIS, TOI:! FOSTER, LLEWJ:.'LLYN 
KTI,J,IERU, WALTER NEHL1 Fru.:D CORNELL and JO.t;Y 
JBTlffi, individually and on behalf of those similarly 
situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 
R.R. W~, INDIVIDUALLY and as Sheriff o~ Pike 
County, Mississippi; Gl!:ORGE GUY, individually 
and as Chief of Police of tne City of i'llcComb, 
!Jississippi; J:;:OD!.l!: SJ..I'l)H, individually and as 
a police off'icer of the Oi ty: of McCo.:nb; HUll,'Y 
tULLJ:.'R, individually and as a police officer of 
the City of McComb; "BIG JOHW' SHARPLING, indi
vidually and as a polioe officer of the City of 
;,foComb; T .B. BIRDSONG-, individually and as 
Director of Public Safety of the State of 
Mississippi; their agents, successors, employees,, 
and attorneys, 

Defendants, 

COMPLAINT 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF TH~ UNITED STaT.ES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE S0'17.THJ:;RN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 

'On, man, On. Vat, 
Ill.__ 

' I 



) 

) 

Stud.ent Nonuiolent 
Coor din at in g Commit t e·e 

6 RAYMONO STREET, N.W., ATLANTA 14, GEORG1A e 680.0331 

702 \'Joli Stroot 
G.1cComb, r,1lssisslppl 

39648 

I 

(601) 684-9414 

This is a civil action seeking a temporary restraining order, 
a preliminary injunction, a permanent injunction, and other equit
able relief to enjoin the deprivation under color of law of the State 
of Mississippi pla.intiffe' rights, privileges and immunities secured 
by the United States Constitution and statutes specifically set 
out below, Jurisdiction of this Court is invoked pursuant to Title 
28i U,S.C., Sections 1343 and Title 42, u.s.c., Sections 1971, 
19ti3, 1985, and the Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960, and 1964, 

II 

A. Plaintiffs, Mrs. Alycne Quinn, Mrs. Mattie Dillon, Mrs. 
Rosa Bates, Mrs. Althea SpinlcsJ Mrs. Essie Reed, Mrs. Evelyn Nelson, 
Rev. Daniel Ross, ifirs. Daniel Ross, Mrs. Rosa Mae Watson, Mrs. 
Louise Banks, Mt·. General \'/hi te, Mrs. Delores Johnson and Mr. Rob-
ert McGee, all 'Jifegroes, are citiz•ens of the United States and resid
ents of Pi)ce County, Misbissippi. They sue individually and on behalf 
of other Nesro citizens of the State of Mississippi and of Pike 
County similarly situated, which class is too nU111erous to bring 
before the court. 

B. Plaintiffs, Mr. Jesse Harris and Mr. Cephus Highes, are 
Negro citizens of the United States, Plaintiff Harris is director 
of the Council of Federated Orgi;.nizations (COFO) project in Pike 
County, Mississippi. Plaintiff Hughes is a citizen of the State of 
Maryland, presently- residing in M'.cComb, Pike County, Mississippi, 
They sue individually and on behalf of all Negro COFO workers sim.i
larly situated. 

0. Plaintiffs, Mr. Julius Samste in and Mr. Dennis Sweeney, 
are }Vhite COFO workers presentl'y residing in McCoinb, Pike County, 
Mississippi. Plainti_ff Sam.stein is a citizen of the State of New 
York. Plaintiff Sweeney is a citizen of the State of Oregon, 
They sue individually and on behalf of all other white COFO workers 
similary situated. 

D. .Plaintiffs, Llewellyn Kimmerle, \'/alter Mehl, Richard 
Sternberger, Oharles Blackburn, Robert Beech, Fred Cornell, and 
Don Cuspis, are United State citizens and white ininisters present in 
Mississippi under the auspices of the National Oouncil of Churches 
tReaS~a~gFgfwjifi1ijsi~p£~ta~i!~tttI~¥8-t~¥i±er1§h!Bcf~iz~R~&8 8 r!Bi
dent of the State of Ohio. Plaintiffs Mehl and Cornell are citizens 
and residents of the State of Illinois, Plaintiff Sternberger is 
a citizen and resident of the State of New York, They sue individ-

'Vn, man, Q,.. Vot, 
r:,.._.. 
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ually and on behalf ,of other persons similarly situated. 
III 

Defendant R.R. l'larren is Sheriff of P;i.ke County fliississippi. 
Defendant Geor~e Guy is Chief of Police of the City of ~cComb. 
Defendant Eddie Smith is a police officer of t-he City o.f McComb. 
Defendant Huey !diller is a police officer of the City of McComb .. 
Defendant ":Big John" Sharpling is a police o1"ficer of the City of 
McComb, Defendant R. B. Birdsong is Director of Public Safety of 
the State of t,;ississippi. They are sued individually and in their 
capacty as law en:Eorcement agents of the State of Mississip~1i, 
County of Pike, and City 01" 16cComb. 

All of the defendants are engaged in the nnforcement and 
execu.tion of the laws of the State of Mississippi, County of Pike 
rlnd City of i11cComb and have been and, upon information and belief, 
are presently acting under color of authority of the State of 
Mississippi as law enforcement officers of the State of Mississippi, 
County of Pilce and City of IllcOomb. 

IV 
Defendant law enforcement officers have for a period of time 

and more particularly, since the beginning of the COFO "swnmer 
project" in June 1964, combined and conspired under color of statutes, 
ordina.nces, regulations, curstoms and usages of the State of Missi
ssippi to subject or cause to gubject pa.aintiffs, all citizens of 
the United States, Vlhile engaged in civil rights activities in 
the State of Mississippi, to the deprivation of rights, privileges 
and immunities secured by tl,e Constitution and laws of the United 
States. By action and inaction, including arrests, prosecutions, 
intimidations, threats and other harassments, and by the failure of 
defendants to provide plaintiffs with police protection, defendants 
have denied to plaintiffs the eqUA1 protection of the i...ws and, 
more particularly, tue right to register and vote and to encourage 
and help others to register and vote. 

V 

A. October 26, 1964, was designated "Freedom Day" in the 
City of 114cComb by COFO (an organization dedicated to implementing 
equal rights, including the right to vote, for Negro citizens 
in the State of Mississippi) to encourage large numbers of Negro 
citizens of Pike County to exercise their federally secured right 
to register and vote. ' 

B, At approximatel,y 9:30 a.m. on the morning of October 26, 
plaintiff Jesse Harris and four vihite ministers, plaintiffs Kimmerle, 
lliehl, Foster and Cornell, arrived at the Pike County Courthouse in 
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the City of Magnolia, Mississippi. They were met by defendant 
R.R. Warren and -1:hree d.eputy el\el!':!.!t:E's t,.8 '!!hay ati-p!l!'eached the 
Gourthouse entrance. Several Highway Patrolmen stood nearby, 
Warren reo.d a court order to them stating that the voting registrar's 
office was closed and that if they did not go home immediately they 
would be arrested. Notwithstanding this threat, these palintiffs 
continued to advance toward the Courthouoe entrance; plaintiff 
Harris again attempted to talk to defendant Warren who told plain
tiff Harris that he had exactly three minutes to leave or be arrested 
for contempt of court, While continuing to peaoefully approach the 
Courthouse these plaintiffs were arrested, jailed and charged with 
trespassing and refusing t.o obey an offioer, 

C. Short-ly thereafter, more local Necrro citizens of Pike 
County Mississip;li, ministers and COFO workers, plaint.iffs herein, 
arrived at the Pike County Courthouse and attempted to enter to 
resister or aid others to ·register to vote. They were all met by 
police of.ficers of McComb and Pike County, defendants herein, and 
were told t-o leave or be arrested. They continued toward the Courthouse 
and were all. jailed and charged l'rith trespassing and refusing to obey 
and officer. Bond in the amount of $100,00 was set for each de-
fendant with the exception of plaintiff Spinks who was held under 
$200.00 bond. Most of those arrested have been released. Plain-
tiffs Kimmerle, Foster, Sternberger, Blackburn, Custis and Samste1n 
and Rev. Kenneth Bell are still incarcerated in the Pike County 
jail at .l\'la,gnolia Mississippi. 

VI 
All of the plaintiffs' arrest~ stem from their sole act of 

attempting to exercise their federally secured right to register to 
vote and/or to assist others to re&ister to vote, Plaintiffs' 
at-tempt to enter the public courthouse of the City of Magnolia, 
Pike County, Mississippi, to exercise the right to register and 
vote secured by the Fifteenth Amendment to the United States Con
stitution was entirely peaceful and orderl.y. Despite their clear 
right to register and vote, and despite thei.r entirely peaceful 
conduct, they were arbitrarily arrested and jailed by the City, 
County and, it is believed, State Highway Pi:ctrol officers of the 
City of McComb, Pike County, and State of Mississippi, Among those 
arrested were Rev. Daniel Ross, 94 years old; his wife, 78 years of 
age; and Mr. General White, 80 years of age, all longtime residents 
of Pike County. 

YII 
October 27, 1964 Lewis Campbell and Buddy Coleman, two Negro 

'Vn. man, On. Vat. 
111---
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citizens o-f Pike County, were arres-tea for 1;res:passin" ae they'ailt-
011,pted to enter the Pike County Oourthouso to register ,to vote. 
Rev. Don Blanchette, a white minister accompanying them, was al.so 
arrested for trespassing. All three were immediately incarcerated . 
.i:;leven other arrests occurred during the afternoon for the same offense. 

VIII 
Plaintif'fs allege that the blatantly illegal actions of the 

defendants and their agents on October 26 and October 27 in arrest
ing person who attem;,ted to register to vo-te or who encouraged others 
to register to vote as they attempted to enter the Pike County 
Courthouse, is the latest of a series of illegal ~ets committed by 
dofendunts against person enga,:;ed in civil' rights activities in the 
City of UcComb. Plaintiffs alloge that there has been a policy and 
prac ice by defendants of arrests and ])rosectu:cions to deter, hinder 
and punish plaintiffs and others active in civil rights; that over 
the past several months numerous errests of civil rights workers 
have occurred. Example·s of the unequal applic;;.:tion by defendants 
o:f the law to cuch personn include: 

A. Roy Lee, a Negro citizen of the City of McComb aotive in 
civil rights, w;.,s arrested on August 15, 1964, when he started to 
pray aloud at the scene of the bombing of the Bu.rgland Supermarket 
in the City of MComb. "l3ig J"oh.-i" Sharpling, viewing Lee on his 
knees in front of the supermarket, came toward him with a gun as if 
to strike him, but was ;prevented by COFO workers covering Lee's body 
with their own. When Lee roturned to the scene of the bor.ibing later 
tna t night, defendant Huey r,iiller told Lee, "Nigger, next time 
there's a bombing you'd better not show up or I'm going to blow 
your brains out." Lee was arrested, jailed and charged with breach 
of the peace . 

B. On August 22, 1964, P1'!rcy r,1cGhee, a COFO worker, was 
arrested as he stood in the Pike County Oourthouse, charged with 
loitering and jailed. On the same day, Cephus Hughes, another Negro 
COPO worker, went to the courthouse to post bond for Percy lllcGhee . 
The jailer, Roy Boone, refused to accept the bond money and pulled 
a gun on Hughes. • 

D. August 27, the home o:f Mrs. Willie John Dillon was bombed. 
Def'endant Warren, upon arriving at the boobed scone, told Mrs. Dillon 
that if she did not cooperate with him instead of the COFO workers, 
more than the bombing would happen. Late-r, a highway patrolman 
returned -to question f.lrs. Dillon and stated that the next time he 
hoped they would put the bomb in the middle of the house. Some hours 
later Mr. Dillon was arrested and charged with operating a garage 

.... "On, man, On, Vot, 
a,._.. 
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without a license and tamperina with electric lines. 
D. September 20, t.'lrs . .,uinn's home was bombed while her two 

children and a baby sitter slept inside. Many Negro citizens gathered 
in anger at Tutrs. Quinn's home and expressed resentment against 
police officials. Between September 20 and 23, oity county, and 
state police officials urrested and jailed approximately 25 Negro 
citizens of Pike County without warrants and without informing them 
of the charges against them. They were held under flagrantly 
excessive bond of $500,00 each in the county jail at Magnolia, 
$evero.l COFO workers were among those arrested 1 including plaintiff 
Dennis Sweeney, who was real.eased after "investigation." Counsel 
was told several di~s later that the charge against them was criminal 
syndicalism under ~enate Bill N. 2027 of June 11, 1964, 

E. October 23, 14 COFO workers, the entire McComb staff, 
were arrested by Chiei' Guy an,1 other city police o_fficials for vio
lation of the health inspection laws, to-wit: Handling food witho~t 
a permit, They were all released on $100 .00 bond. Trial was held 
in the City Court of McComb, Pike County, Mississippi on October 27 
at 7:30 a.m .. AJ.l were acquitted except plaintiff Jessa I-larris who 
was fined $100 ,00. Notice of appeal has been filed. 

IX 

Defendants' pattern of conduct and action described herein 
and further docwhented in the attached affidavits, has resulted in 

• and continues to effect an unconscionable and shocking deprivation 
of plaintiffs' basic and unqu1;;stioned federally protected rights 
secured by the First, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendm~nts to the 
United States Constitution, Defendants' conduct has been and is 
being carried on for the sole pu;rpose and effect of harassing 
plainti.ffs and punishing them for, and deterring plaintiffs from 
exercising their federally secured right to vote in federal elections 
and to vote in all elections wi·~hout abridgement or discrimination 
by reason of race and their federal consitutionally protected rights 
of free speech and of -free assembly to :protest conditions of racial 
discriminatio in voting and in all other aspects of life which the 
State of Mississippi maintains by statute, ordinance, regulation, 
custom, usage, rutd practice. This harassment of plaintif'f's is pur
suant to a policy of racial disci·inl.ination actively encouraged, 
followed and enforced by legislation and by action of the executive 
and judicial branches of the State of Ui.ssissippi, 

X 
Plaintiffs further allege that arrests in Pike County by 

defendants on October 23, 26, and 27, for violation of the health 
in!~ection law, for trespassing, and for refusing to obey a police 

., "On-man, On- Vo1-
'11.._... 
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officer,. were bJ.atantly illegal and contrary to rights jiU,arantQed 
by the Btute ~nd F~der~1 Cone~itutiona And ~nwa, and desisnad to 
further intimidate and prevent petitioners from exercising their 
constitutionally protected rights to vote and to encourage and aid 
others to vote, and that plaintiffs are being prosecuted for acts 
done under color of authority derived from the Federal Constitution 
and Laws providing for equal rights, that is, United States Consti
tution, ilmendments One, Fourteen, Fifteen, and 42 u.s.c., Sections 
1971, 1983, 1985, and the civil Rights Act of 1964, 

XI 
Plaintiffs allege that in addition to the harassment by arrest 

and prosecution described above, Negro and white persons engaged in 
civil rights activities in Pike County, Mississippi have been sub
jected to many terroristic acts. For examyle, on July 8, 1964, the 
COPO Freedom House was bQmbed injuring several COFO workers; July 26, 
1964, two borabs were thrown at the home of Charles Bryant, the head 
of the local Ntional Association for the Advancement of Colered 
Peo»le, Pike Coun",;y, Mississippi; August 28, 1964, a bomb was 
exploded on the :j.a\m of plaintiff Willie J. Dillon's home; September 
7, 1964, four bombings of property owned by Negroes occurred, in
cluding the home of Rev. Hugh Washington, A Negro ac·~i ve in civil 
riahts; September 20, 1964, the home of plaintiff Alyene Quinn was 
bombed; on the same evening the Society Hill Baptist Church, a Negro 
church in the City of J[cComb, was bon.bed. Plaintiffs alluge that 
many filore incidents of a simolar nature have occurred in the City of 
McComb over the past several months. Plaintiffs further ..J.lege that 
these terroristic acts are 1:-ursuant to a conspiracy to interfere with 
... nd prevent them f,•om obtaining e<1ual civil rights for Negro citizens 
of -the St;;,.te of i,iississippi und that defendants, by their .illegal 
acts and prosecutions, have aided said conspiracy to prohivit 
plaintufs' exercise of federal constitutionally secured rights. 

XII 
Plaintiffs allege (a) tru1t th-ere is no adequate remedy "'t law; 

(b) that unless this Court grants an immediate temporary restraining 
order plaintiffs will continue to be ilJ.egally prosec1llted and other
wise intimidated for a ttemptine; to exercise their federal consti tu
tional rights; and (c) that those plaintiffs still remaining in 
jail in McComb, Pilce County, will continue to be punished for having 
attempted to exercise their constitutional rights. Plaintiffs -fur
ther allege that unless defendants are immediately restrained, 
defendants will continue to interfere with palintiffs• right to 
vote on thr(ilat of arrest and prosectuion contrary to the Fourteenth 
and Fifteenth Amendments to the United ·States Constituion. More
over, plaintiffs e,llege that unless defendants are restrained from 

"On, Wan, Q,., Vol, 
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usina abusive ects and practices of defendants as law enforcement 
officer of the Sta:tv of Miesioeippi, Pi~e Oounty ·and Oity of Mo0 omb 
an4 continue to be denied the equal protection of the laws. 
(Affidavits describing more fully defendants' acts are attached 
hereto.) 

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs pray that this Court hear this action 
immediately, ca.use this case to be in every way expediated and, upon 
hearin~,. to: 

{l) issue a temporary restraining order and preliminary 
injunction' enjoining defendunts R.R. 'ilarren, creorge Guy, Eddie 
Smith, Huey l,~iller, "Big John" Sharpling and T .13. Birds on, their 
c1.gents, employees and successors in their individual capacity and 
while acting under color and authority of law, from detainine, prose
cuting, arresting, threatenirig, harassing, deterring, disoouraging, 
or otherwise interfering with plaintiffs and ,their class in the 
exercise of their federal constitutional right to vote; 

(2) permanently enjoin defendants, their agents, successors, 
employees, attorneys, and c.ll '.;hose acting in concert with them and 
at their direction from detaining, proBecuting, arresting, threaten
ing, harassin6, deteJ;Ting, discourt...ging, or othe •·wise interfering 
with plaintiffs and their class in"'tq'!_tl- 1.exercise of their federal 
constitutional right to vote; 

(3) temporarily and permanently enjoin defendants, their 
agents, successors and em11loyees as law enforcement officer to pro
vide to plaintiffs and their class t,he equal proteotion of the laws 
guaranteed by the Four-teenth Amendment to the United States, Constitu
tion; and 

(4) allow pil.aintiffs their costs herein, inoluding reasonable 
attorneys• fees and suoh other, additional relief as may appear to 
the Court to be equitable and just. 

Respectful.ly submitted, 

carsie I. Raii 
Jack H. Young 
115½ North Farish Street 
Jackson Mississippi 

'Vn, man, On, Vol, 
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