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PROPOSED LETTER TO AREA CONTACTS

Dagar H

Thanks for your help and encouragment, Highlander Cepter l1s becoming an ac-
cepted adusational institution in Knoxvlle., On a Southwide basis, it has expand-
ed the program developed by Highlander Folk Schoel. A major role in this devel-
opuent has been played by Conrad Browne who came to Highlander in Julyy 1963, frem
Koinonia Famm in Americus, Georgis where he had been aa associats for fifteen
yoars. At the last Board mesting Gonnie wes made Exscutive Vice President, Since
then he has taken over the wajor respondiibilities for the financial and adminis-
trative operations of the Center, In carryigg out these responsibilities, he

has worked closley with the Executive Committee, expecially in commection with
Knoxville politicians, welfare and educationsl agsncles. As a conseguence of

his assuming the day to day responsibilities of theCenter, I have had more
freedom to develop new educatfnal sctivities, both at the Canter and in ether
parts of the South.

I want you to know more pbout Connia's background sndformer canecticns with
Highlander,

In 1956, when Americus, Georgla,law enjoined Koinonia Farm from
holding ilts summer camp, the entire program was transferred to
the Highlander Follp Schoel at Menteagle. Connle dbected the
camp fortwo seasons and it finally developed dnte the Highlander
Youth Camp under a grant from Harry Bellafonte.

In 1957, Connie participated in the now famous Pwenty-fifth Anniver-
sary celebration, He led the singing at the meeting during which
the famous billboard plcture was taken (Helieve me, I don®t direct
masde any more®), Those of you who hmwe seen the smear shedf put
out by the Georgla Education Commission at that time will find

his face in a number of the plctures.

I have urgedcConnle to visit
got acquainted with him personally. He is
can make a hasty trip sm _ (date) « I hope you will not only have a chance
to visit with him, but that you can help by seeing that he meets other Iriends

of Highlander
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Mthough Co nuie has done an exceptionally goed Job in dealing with problems
here, he will need all the advice and asslstance you can zive him in comnection
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