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A PROPOSED LETTER TO AREA CONTACTS 
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Dear 

Thanks for your help and encourag-ent. Highlander Center is becoming an ac­
cepted educational institution In Knoxvile. On a Southwide basis, it has expand­
ed the program developed by Highlander Folk School. A major role in this devel­
opment has been played by Conrad Browne who came to KLghlander in Julyy 1963/ from 
Koinonia r'ana in Attericus, Goorgia;where he had been aa associate for fifteen 
years. At the last Board meeting Connie was iaade Executive Vice President. Since 
then he has taken over the _ajor responsibilities for the financial and adminie-
trative operations of the Center. In carrying out these responsibilities, he 
has worked closloy with the Executive Committee, expecially in connection with 
Knoxville politicians, welfare and educational agencies. As a conseguence of 
his assuming the day to day responsibilities of theCenter, I have had more 
freedom to develop new educat&nal activities, both at the Center and in other 
parts of the South. 

I want you to know more about Connie's background andfomer ennections with 
Highlander. 

In 1956, when Americus, Georgia/law enjoined Koinonia Farm from 
holding its simmer camp, the entire program was transferred to 
the Highlander Folks School at Mont eagle. Connie directed the 
camp fortwo seasons and it finally developed dnto the Highlander 
Youth Camp under a grant from Harry Bellafonte. 

In 1957, Connie participated in the now famous Zwenty-fifth Anniver­
sary celebration. He led the singing at the meeting during which, 
the famous billboard picture was taken (Relieve me, I don*t direct 
music any more"). Those of you who hue seen the smear sheep" put 
out by the Georgia Education Commission at that time will find 
his face in a number of the pictures. 

I have urgadcConnie to visit t so you will have a chance to 
get acquainted with him pereonally. He is arranging his schedule so that he 
can make a hasty trip ka (date) . I hope you will not only have a chance 
to visit with him, but that you can help by seeing that he meets other friends 
of Highlander 

Although Co nrd.8 has done an exceptionally good Job in dealing with problems 
hare, he will need all the advice and assistance you can give him in connection 
with the overall problems of Highlander. 

Currently, I am dividing my time between educational work with civil rights 
groups in the Deep South, and in exploring possibilities of educational 
programs in Appalachia. Later on I hope to work in a visit to 
and I am looking forward to seeing you. 

Cerdially, 




