
RoL1gh Design :for a Tenatlt I s Rights Handbook 

page l -- People have a ri~ht to 
good housinr. It is a 
basic ri gh.t. 

quote from Atlanta's 
housinf' code 

page 2.-- But here in Atlanta 
we see raggedy houses, Jlill.lll!:XK.lQlllllllflll'X~ 
junk-yard lawns, unpaved 
streets, houses without perhaps a picture series 

page 3 

heat, or hot and co~d runming 
water, or without electricity 
or with c.racks and large holes 
in the walls, floors, and roof. 

--We have a right to good housing. 
This is what the law of Atlanta 
says. The city has a housing 
code which is supposed to protect 
tenants against money-greedy landlords 
w~o refuse to keep 11p their houses 

picture of the cover 
of the city's housing 

code 

and make needed repairs 

page 4--- the Code lays down certain 
requirment for every house. 

page '5..---The housing laws are supposed 
to be enforced by the building 
departme n·t of.' the city. The 
building department has ho si~g 
inspectors wh.o are supnosed to 
go around the city to make sure 
that there are no violations 
ot tho law 

page 6-- Right now the city does 
not enforce the housing laws. 
EAnyone can see this. All 

you need to do is look anound 

page 7..-T• Why doesn8t the city enforce 
the housing laws. We tb,ink: it 
because the city doesn8t really 
oare abont poor people. We 
thinl~ the city is more concerned 
about .l~dlords makin(t 11,oney than 
truuu: it is about the !'ights of 
tet;lllllts. 

Summary or the major 
articles of the code 

~x Iddjddndfiddaad 

If the hot1se you are renting 
nas v:i elations o-f the heusi:rig 
law you should call 
~ 522..l-J.463 and ask for 
W.R. Wolford or go pel."sonall~ 
to the lJth floor of City 
Hall to lodge a eomulaint. 

picture series of 
conditions (or- drawings) 

drawings 



page 8 -- Landlords a1'e very powerful .• 
T~e7 and othar rich poeople 
run moat of the city ~overnment 

Lo::>lt \•'ho sits or. the .BE>ttet> Rousing 
Oommission or the Building Code 
Advisory Board. 

are.wings 

pictures of' two beards 
and something about the 
members 

pi,.ge 10. Look who re;;::-es-=:nts Us on tb.e 
Board o.f Alderman. pjcture of' Q.V. Williamaodn 

very rich N,.,gro realtor 

page 11. Landlords can evict ~~~5.i:m~ 
:imc:tl!u:EJJXli.:lcyll+JtX~A&'Xl)XJl%UJ[XD<i.C~lli 
:JlimmDCGEd. ,,,i thout any tro~ible. 
J.4,00.fil people are evicted each ~rontb. 
Think about how many times you have 
seen fur-ni ture out on the street. 
But when it comes to enforcing the 
housing laws, the government doesn't 
do anything. 

pag.e 12. Tenants ne~d to join together. We 
eneed a city-~ide Tenants Right movet11ent 
We nel)d to demand that the mayor and 
Board of Aldermand enforce the housing 
laws. 

page 13-- We also need new laws mti::l!:RJOif~ax~ 
J:X~ protect tenant.a. We need 
le,ws ma,king it l'l!UlllX harder Cor 
a landlord to get an eviction ;1arrant. 
We need laws which would l'IUOi-make 
landlords make repairs immediately 
And we need new laws which will put 
b.eavy penalities on landlords who 
break the law. 

page l4 ... We can begin to do this by demandir,g 
'.;httt tb.e Mayor call for public hearings 
of the Building Code Advisory Board. 

pictures of evictions 
and drawings. 

drawings 

drawings. 

This Board has the right to recommend 
changes in the housing laws. It h.as tb.e 
rie;ht to hold public hearings. Tb.a mayor 
must be made to call for such hearings, It 
is within hie power. Re can not ancl must 
not be permitted to refuse, 

page 15 ... We mus·~ urge our c1.v1c leagues, frater•ni tie.s 
social clubs, labor unions to join the 
fight for tenants rights. We must 
JlJljJ 
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get on our p olitieal representatives 
and demand tnat they stand up and 
t'ight for be.tter hot,sing for poor 
people, for new nouai."lg laws and for 
st-riot eni'orcement against landlords. 

drawings 




