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Tolllll)1•1•ow a.t !1~00 a.m. 1ri the oi.,.i.l eourt of Judge Osgoor:l Willi.ams 
a henring -w11J. bo ak held 1·0 oetsrmo<lned wllathar te1UJ1ta 
-who are too poor to post the b bond requi~ed bf state 
law in order to ~~unbxc-~.:br 07iction proceedlnge 
are a:ui:*ibnil entitled to a day in eonrt. This heal'ing 
tomol'l'OW cnuld have wii,ee1u•ead oonsequ611cei, sf.nc-.-9 it KIJllt'Jt 
~• 0011ld mean that poor peopl& oan seek legal 
relier t~t'.l!!I tho 1mjustbw actions nf landlovdo whePe progontlr 
~hey &NI bar!'8d s1111ply because they le.ck the money to 
put up the required bond. 

In the )farkham area and other :!hum areas it couJd me11,n the 
begining or the end or the laJt ability or eluml! landlords 
to vietlm1ze por.tl' tenants at will• 11brpl1 because they 
laok the $bil1ty to seek any legal t'Olief. 

T O!llOl'row'a hearing will involve the case or Bessie Reeae 
of 422 Mnrkham who 11D ie w1thbolding rent from Joe JtD 
SbaZfel', whom she rents i"l'om• because of hie long proaotioe 
of violating the standards provided in thextt housing ooda 
of the Oit:, of Atlanta. Mias Reeaei; is -.. one or a voup 
of tenmits who deoided Jm not to pa:, Mr. Shatter an:, more 
Nnt after their houses weN oclfflemnaed bf tbe oity laat 
week. 'l'bis condalllnation action oan only after attention 
was foo11Sed on Mal'kb8J:II StNet ae a result of the aotions 
of l!ooal :residents, the Vine Oit:, Council, SNCO .• and sotc. 
Pl'ior to that Ml'. Sbaffer had been able to co111pletel1 
ign.ore the housing code. Man:, of the properties le owne 
in the areu:.IID which are in as much violation of the oo4e 
as the oondemnad houses have still not be cited by ta oitJ 
housing inepecton. 

Miga Roeese. along with numeroua othel' Nsidents of the 
Markbam area are withholding their rent as a proteat 

not only against the lan.dlol'd. but against tbe city who 
for so man:, :,ears has failed to enfol'oe its own lawa. 
I+wfled.xttkvl4n:d~!d1'M• Until the reoent pl'Otesta 
l:a.d: slumlord■ like Mr. Shatter bave been able to operate 
with oomplete impunity ,P.,.om t)m,,lav. QThe JIJaaz,$.Jlg tomorl"OW 

Un• "ff/an, n• Vol• .......... 




