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Same Proposal Evokes Opposite Response
In 2 Areas - -Montgomery County, Md.

By Norman Solomon

A group of county
citizens, many of them
parents, has asked the
county school system
to inform high school
students of the legal

alternatives to the
draft.
The Montgomery  County

Section of the Washington Area
‘Committee on the Draft says
it specifically objects to the
little-known fact that only the
United States military has ac-
cess to the otherwise closely‘-

guarded lists of graduating sen-l
iors.

the group requested in a let-
ter toBoard of Education Presi-
dent Clifford K, Beck that “some
similar arrangement for the
distribution of information on
conscientious objectionbe made
with some responsible local
group.”

The military is said to use
the lists to send graduates in-
formation on opportunities in
the armed forces,

Pointing out that the Selec-
tive Service Act is a comp-
licated document of several

volumes, the group wrote, «We

feel that you should recognize
an educational, legal and moral
obligation to these young men
so that they may know and con-
sider all the legal alternatives
provided under the Selective
Service System.”

The draft committee has re-
quested that a condensation of
the Selective Service Act and
its alternatives be made avail-
able to high school students
through the school system guid-
ance departments, o

The group has alsoaskedthat
equal time be given for con-
scientious objector viewpoints
when military recruiters visit

Now a group of countians has asked, accord-

Draft Alternatives

Draft requirements and military service op-
portunities are explained fully to county high
school students. Guidance counselors work
closely with students who are at or near draft
age and military recruiters visit the schools
to explain their particular branch of the ser-
vice and the advantages it offers.

There is little or no dialogue, however, on

unsure or altogether ignorant of them. And yet
the alternatives are clearly spelled out under
the Selective Service Act--all perfectly legal
and proper, formally enacted by Congress and

the alternatives to the draft. Many students are,

ing to a story appearing elsewhere inthisissue,
that this situation be changed. Their proposal
makes sense.

The group wants experts on the subject of
draft alternatives to be allowed to speak at
schools as military recruiters do. It asks
that guidance counselors make information
available about draft alternatives. And, in ad-
dition it wants lists of graduates to be open,
as they are to the military, to groups seeking
to make high school students more knowledgeable
about the legal draft alternatives.

The request seems altogether reasonable and
proper. We hope it is considered favorably.

part of our system of laws.

Thursday, July 13, 1967

Montgomery
County, Md.

SENTINEL

School Superintend-
ent Homer O, Elseroad
has ordered that
“a concise synthesized
review” of military
draft regulations and
alternatives be drawn
up by the county school
system for distribu-
tion to all high school
seniors as part of the
current counseling
program.,

appropriate.®

“We are, indeed, interested|
in giving the best possible in-
formation to our students re-
garding this Act,” the super-
intendent wrote recently to the
group, “and are also interested
|in presenting this information
1in a complete and objective way,

“Since there is a possibility
.that we have notbeen doing this,
we will analyze and review our
procedures, revising them as

Information will be included

about conscientious objection,

he noted, |
In another major *move, the |

county school head launched an
Investigation into the present
policy of giving the military sole
access to otherwise closely-
guarded names and addresses
of " graduating male students,

“Since our practice of re-
leasing this information to the
armed forces has been inexist-
ence for a number of years,”
he said, “I have asked that a
review be made of this policy.?
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-- Columbus, Ohio

Since February, Columbus Women for Peace has been in correspondence
=g discussionwith the Board of Education over the failure of the schools
to present the legal position of C.0.'s in their assembly programs at

which military responsibilities of young men are made clear.

Feb. 8 -- to: Inter-Church Board from WFP: ...at a school assembly an Army Colonel
informed the senior high students of their responsibility of registering for the draft and
...opportunities available in the armed services. No mention was made of a C.0. alternative.
A student (son of WFPer) stood up and simply stated that any of his fellow students who
hold such objections are within their legal rights...

During the day many teachers delivered classroom lectures on the need to support our
country...the colonel called the principle to ask whether the student...was a "trouble
maker".

...request the Inter-Church Board to address a letter to the Board of Education re-
questing assurance that at all such assemblies the complete law (including the legal pro-
visions for C.0.'s be explained.

April 11 -- to: Superintendent of Schools; from: Executive Director, Inter-Church
Board...assume all facts about selective service and its alternatives are explained as
part of the educational process...pleased to know precisely what the policy of the Board
is so we may reply (to WFP)

April 18 -- To Executive Director, Inter-Church Board; from: Superintendent of Schools
...Historically, the Columbus Public Schools has cooperated with armed forces...in making
clear to each senior boy that he is required to register...basic step in meeting his mili-
tary obligation...

Firm in our belief that this is a part of good citizenship training. It is the law of
our great nation and we can do no less.

April 25 -- to: all Columbus High School Principals and School Guidance councilors
from: WFP...In the next few weeks, many of the young men must make a moral decision which
may mean life or death to them in spiritual as well as physical terms. They should make
this decision with full information on their legal rights under the present draft law and
with competent advice from counselors...

Please confirm a date and time at which we can make a full presentation to your stu-
dents... .

May 1 -- To WFP; from: Principal West High School...request...not accepted. As a
veteran of World War II, I am certainly not in favor of this action and feel that patri-
otism is still in style.

May 2 -- To: WFP; from: Principal, East High School...your request to explain to the
students how they can avoid conscription...not approved...

May 16 -- Statement to Board of Education by WFP...request that Board...insure that
legal provision for C,O.'s be included in all assemblies and classrooms in which military
responsibilities are presented. ...request that staff and counselors be informed of pro-
visions of law.

June 20 -- Statement of Columbus Public Schools for Board Meeting...We firmly believe
our program of informing the youth about the Military Training Service act is educationally
sound...Our plan is to continue the assembly programs...

We distributed C.0. information at 6 of the 12 city high schools as
the students entered in the morning. Because we did not have the coopera-
tion of the principals or Board of Education the leaflets were distributed
from the side walks surrounding the schools. The response of the students
was excellent and we are now getting inquiries for C.0. counselling.

Our plans for the Fall, at this moment, are to follow up with distri-
buting C.0. information at the high schools.

...Doreen Wohl, Columbus, Ohio
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Congressional Threats to Dissent

THREAT #1: H.R. 421 - The "Anti-riot'" bill.

This bill passed the House on July 19 by 347-70. Possibly it can
be stopped in the Senate. It could apply to any of us, civil rights_or
peace workers.,

For example, under its provisions, any peace demonstration at which
there occurs a '"riot" (defined in the law as: "a public disturbance, in- .
volving acts of violence by assemblages of three or more persons, which
poses an immediate danger of damage or injury to property or persons')
would make liable to arrest as having incited the '"riot" those who .
crossed state lines or used the U.S. mails "with intent to incite a
riot, or to organize, promote, encourage, Or carry on a riot.

Sounds far-fetched? If this bill had been law on June 23, the
"public disturbance" in Los Angeles could have brought the arrest of the
speakers who had crossed state lines to speak as having intended to in-
cite the "riot." Or it could apply to the sponsors of the demonstration
who used the U.S. mails.

It does not matter how the violence gets started. It could even be
caused by the police or by counter-demonstrators. Yet the speakers, or
the sponsors, could be charged with having intended to incite the vio-
lence in their speeches or literature. We would then have to go to Court
to prove that the charge was false. 1Instead of being used for peace work,
precious money for bail and legal expenses, and valuable energies and
time, would be tied up in fighting criminal charges under this bill
against peace movement leaders. If convicted, the penalty is five years
in jail, $10,000 fine, or both.

The bill also states: '"'Inciting a riot shall mean urging or in-
stigating cother persons to riot, but shall not mean the mere advocacy
of ideas or the mere expression of belief'" but this is what would have
to be proved in Court. This language would not prevent the initial
arrest where the Government chose to interpret a speech or literature
sent through the mails as intending to incite the''public disturbance."

Where does this bill stand now? OnAugust 2, the Senate Judiciary
Committee began public hearings. Several Senators on the Committee op-
posed the bill but said that as long as it was being considered, every- fg
one should be heard, not just those whom Chairman Eastland had asked to
testify. But Eastland said he would not let the hearings drag on too .
long. Ask the national office of the various organizations you are af-
filiated with to give testimony on the dangers of this bill.

What to do about it? Write your Senators, the Judiciary Committee,
and your local newspapers. Getting on record publicly against this bill
now (all the public education you can do) will also help to create a
public climate against enforcement of the law if it is passed. Unpopular
laws are difficult to enforce. WRITE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL emphasizing
his duty to protect the right of dissent. Ask him to testify against it
in the current Senate hearings.
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THREAT #2: H.R. 8 - The Pool Bill.

H.R. 8 has been reported out of HUAC and could be place on the House
calender at any time. The bill provides a heavy fine and jail sentence
for anyone 1) who obstructs the movement of military equipment or per-
sonnel, or 2) who gives anything of value to any person or group from a
government with whom we are "in armed conflict.'" The first part of this
bill could conceivably be applied to some of our draft resistence activi-
ties.

What to do about it? One good way of fighting this bill is to join
the Quakers and others sending medical aid to the North Vietnamese war
victims! As their numbers grow, it becomes more and more difficult for
Congress to pass a law that would put hundreds of Quakers (and WSPers?)
in jail for 20 years (and/or fine them each $20,000), as the Pool bill
would do. Be sure to give anything you do plenty of publicity.

Of course, write your Congressmen, but also your Senators. Last
August, Sen. Dirksen (R-I11.) said the bill would be passed in the Senate
over his dead body. It passed the House but did not reach the Senate be-
fore adjournment. Mention the fact in your letters that five Departments
of the Government testified against it last year: Justice, Defense,
State, Commerce and Treasury. Attorney General Ramsay Clark said it was
unconstitutional. Ask your Representative to request that H.R. 8 be kept
off the House calender.

THREAT #3: New HUAC Hearings. (date and place not announced as of Aug. 3)

On August 2, HUAC voted toconduct public hearings to expose 'Com-

munists'" in the civil rights movement as a cause of the 'riots.'" With
Congressional immunity from libel suits, HUAC can call anyone a 'Com-
munist'" -- and usually does! As we know, HUAC especially thinks that

peace activities are subversive. It would be delighted to find that
civil rights workers in the 'riot" areas are working with peace workers.
This could intimidate many people otherwise ready to oppose the war.
Both white and black people oppose the Vietnam war; we must protect
each other and do everything we can to frustrate this phony HUAC '"hear-
ing'" aimed at our black friends.

How can we do that? Use the weapon of ridicule; many Congressmen
are sick of HUAC's foolish "hearings" and feel it should stay out of the
delicate "riot'" situations.Write your Congressmen that, as a WSPer, you
know how ridiculous HUAC is. (The WSP hearings were very embarrassing
to Congressmen.) Make fun of HUAC in Letters to the Ediotr. This hear-
ing can have serious effects on both the civil rights and the peace
movement, but our best weapon against it is ridicule. Use it however
and wherever you can.

...Donna Allen, Washington, D.C.
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Appeal From Greece

LETTER FROM YIOURA (This letter, written on a scrap of paper, was smuggled out of the
prison-island of Yioura, Greece, and reached London in June, 1967.)

On the morning of April 21, Athens was not awakened by the milkman but by the rumble
of ttanks.Those few shops which had time to open, quickly shut down again. Streets were
deserted. Noisy Athens appeared a strange city - inhabited only by the army and police.

People were asleep as police rushed into their houses and got them out of bed. Tanks
and armored cars stood outside your door. Telephones were cut and the big city turned into
many small isolated houses. Those who had time to turn on the radio heard the decree de-
claring martial law signed by an anonymous Prime Minister and anonymous cabinet members!
Police hastily arrested men and women giving no answers to their protests, not allowing
them to take even blankets with them. Everyone was told '"the Chief of the local police
wants you for a few seconds."

Thus, in a few hours 1500 people were brutally torn away from society; 1500 house-
holds overwhelmed by anxiety over the fate of relatives. The city's life seemed to have
stopped, nobody conversed with the arrested people. Only the Piraeus General Security gave
a strong warning of what was to come by barbarously beating those arrested. After a while
soldiers with bayonets fixed and machine guns ready squeezed the human freight into jeeps
and transported it to 3 camps set us in Athens...at the race course, the football grounds
of A.E.K. and Karaiskaki. Thus began the operation ''persecution' which ended in so many
people being throuwn on to the strange uninhabited island of Yioura which has no port, no
water, no vegetation.

Democrats, resistance fighters, communists, socialists, liberals from the cities and
countryside, workers and intellectuals, fathers and mothers, old, ill, crippled...all
found themselves in Yioura. Not even the seventy year old Vlassis, nearly bent double;
not even the crutches of the crippled, not even the pregnant woman, or four year old
Makis who was with his mother, moved the law of the military fascism. The country's lead-
ing intellectuals like 80-year old Vasilis, Rotas, the engraver Vaso Katraki, the poet
John Ritsos, were thrown into Yioura. Ilias Iliou, the parliamentary leader of E.D.A. was
sent to Yioura to demonstrate that the May 28 elections were off.

A CAMP ON THE RACE COURSE: The race course camp went through 5 days and nights of
horror. 470 people were squeezed under the stands. There were no toilets and when people
had to relieve themselves they were escorted by soldiers with fixed bayonets. In front of
the door soldiers in tanks aimed their guns day and night from 2 tanks. Machine guns
pointed at the prisoners continuously...On Sunday afternoon, people were not allowed out
for their natural needs and the door was closed. Silent anxiety spread through the room.
At about 11:45 a major of the guards entered and called the M.P. Ilias Iliou to come out.
He was pulled to the left side of the door as he went out...and with sticks hit on his
hands, legs and head, then bloodied his face with punches. A doctor among the arrested
gave him first aid when he was returned 20 minutes later. Terror reigned in the room.

On Monday morning the major in charge pretended that he did not know anything, and
assured the prisoners about the safety of their lives. The same evening they beat up 2
others.

On Tuesday morning they brought in the Cypriot Ilio Ioannides and the Mayor of Kali-
thea. That afternoon, while Resistance hero Panayiotis Ellis was returned from the toilet,
the black-beretted captain shot him twice at point blank range, suddenly and with no
reason. Ellis died instantly, his lung pierced. The prisoners began shouting and pro-
testing. The director was forced to meet a delegation who demanded assurances for our
lives...For 5 days the prisoners in the race-course lived lives of doom. Everyone was
psychologically ready, calm and determined, sending his last thoughts to relatives and
waiting helplessly. At 2 a.m. of Wednesday morning, they were awakened to start their
journey to Yioura.

A.E.K. FOOTBALL GROUNDS CAMP: 2 dressing rooms were used for the prisoners. 180
people lived in the larger room for five days and were not allowed out at all. A tunnel
used by the football players to go to the playing field was used as a toilet by these
180 people. About 100 people were squeezed into the other room. The prisoners slept on
the bare floor in shifts because there was not enough room for all of them to lie down.
There was no fresh air at all. The guard consisted of army units, under the charge of a
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black-beretted major who ordered the soldiers to keep up continuous shooting into the
air. The camp gave the impression of being a battle ground. Shots followed every demand
by prisoners to be allowed to go for water or to the toilet.

KARAISKAKI CAMP: The Karaiskaki football grounds were used for prisoners from Piraeus.
There were two toilets and two water taps for the 600 people. None were allowed to go out
at all. Very few were properly clothed, and here, too, they slept in shifts on the floor.

The Piraeus prisoners arrived at the camp after being brutally beaten in the Security
Building. Arriving in such horrifying condition were the Mayor of Peristeri; Trade Union
leaders were especially brutally beaten; resistance fighter Diakrousis was beaten till he
was unconscious and the same thing happened to Venieri, an old woman and mother; The den-
tist E11i Ioanidou had all her ribs broken and was beaten over the liver. The military doc-
tor, when he saw these people, said, "Were they beaten by cannibals?'" And the Army told
the police: "We will not accept them in the condition in which you are bringing them to us."”

TRANSFER: For 5 days those arrested were completely cut off from their relatives.

Nor did the arrested know what was going to happen to them. We lived in fear. ...until we
were awakened for the journey to Yioura, the hell haunted by human bodies and condemned by
the world, that was being reopened by 1,350 Athenian and Piraeus citizens.

By May 15, 6,299 people inhabited the rock island. The climate is such that it kills
even the natural vegetation. Strong winds sweep it every day. The weather changes from hour
to hour; south winds, north winds, dampness, cold and heat. 1,742 have been put in the only
"building" on the island; a dungeon used by the ancient emporers and described by Court of
Appeals Judge Bizimis in his report as '"hellish." Here the new city of fascism is being
built.

FOOD: Tt is supposed that 17 drachmas is spent on the food of each prisoner daily.
This, however, is impossible. Transport to and from Syros is difficult and is done rarely
because of the weather. Thus, the prisoners are being given the remnants of the army food
supplies which have gone bad. For days we ate only bread. The parcels and money sent us by
relatives are being held in Syros. The Ministry's announcement about meat, eggs, etc. as
being food for the prisoners could be a joke if one could laugh with the hunger of 6,500
people.

The water must be transported from Piraeus and stored. There is barely enough for
drinking and is just bearable for that. We cannot keep ourselves clean and the situation
is made worse by the lack of a sewage system. The uninhabited island, suddenly occupied by
6,500 people is becoming a source of infection. Initially, open space was the only toilet.
After old sewers (trenches) were repaired by us, leading to small gullies, the sea in these
places has become foul. Thus, even the sea cannot help us keep clean.

HEALTH AND FAMILY CONDITIONS OF PRISONERS: Of the 1171 prisoners in Sector C, 425
(35%) are gravely ill. Whole families were brought to Yioura, mothers with babies, 58
husbands with their wives. 21 mothers have been separated from infants of one month to 3
years of age. 11 of these women are here with their husbands (so the infants are not even
with their fathers.) 16 mothers are here with children under 6 years old. 43 mothers are
here with children up to teen age... Yioura, 5/15/67

Helena Bena was arrested on the night of the coup. She is a prisoner on the island of
Youira. Helen is one of thousands; but she is also one of us. She was the representative of
the Greek women at the Hague Conference and Demonstration organized by WSP against the
NATO proposal for a Multilateral Force. Helena has a four-month old baby, born prematurely-
she had been trying to have a baby for some years - and the baby was barely three months
old when the police forcibly separated the infant from its mother. Because we know Helena
Bena we can make a special appeal on her behalf: Ask your Congressmen to make inquiries
about her and urge her release. Also as a matter of humanity, urge humane treatment of
prisoners. Ask Congressmen to inquire about the prisoners. Pressure for their release.

People who escaped the coup and thousands shocked by the repressive measures of the
junta are organizing a resistance movement. They need money desperately. If you can raise
or send any, it should go to: League for Democracy in Greece, 376 Gray's Inn Road, London,
W.C. 1, England. Money is also needed to send blankets, soap, food, medicines, etc. to the
prisoners (probably through the International Red Cross) and perhaps you may find it easier
to raise money for such specifics. Please...these are people who have been fighting with

us for peace. ...Norma Spector, N.Y.



HONOLULU, Aug. 8—Sen.
J. William Fulbright (D-Ark.)
said today that “the Great So-
lciety has becom: a sick soci-
ety” by trying to copc with
Vietnam and Detroit at the

same time.
“Each war feeds on the
other,” said Fulbright

“At home, largely be-
cause of neglect resulting
from 25 years of preoccupa-!
tion with foreign involve-
ments, our cities are exploding
in violent protest against gen-
erations of social injustice.”

He said war-anxious
citizens are not likely to show
compassion for their neigh-
bors, adding. “The war in Viet-
nam is poisoning and brutaliz-
ing our domestic life.”

WISP CLEARING HOUSES  Intermational o, . qpocman,

. ; _ Clearing House 379" woodley Court
for information write to: Santa Barbara, Cal. 93105

MEM®

NATIONAL BULLETIN OF WOMEN STRIKE FOR PEACE
2140°P ST., N‘Wv.

Washington, D. C. 20036

subscription biank

| would like to contribute to the work of

Women Strike for Peace and to be kept informed
of your activities. (A minimum contribution of- $3
brings you MEMO for one year.)

Name
(please print)
Street
City Zone State

Enclosed please find $

Make check or money order payable to Women Strike
for Peace and mail to WISP at 2140 P St,N.W,,
Washington, D. C.20036

Lobby by Proxy

Folly Fodor

4515 Drummond Ave.
Chevy Chase, Md. 20015

Draft Clearing House
Shirley Lens

5436 Hyde Park Blvd.
Chicago, IIl. 60615

Detroit’s  superintendent
of schools presented a bleak
picture to & Senate subcom-
mittee yesterday z result of
last month’s riot’s.

No school bhuildings were
destroyed, Drachler said,
but the schools must face
problems ranging from emo-
tionally disturbed young-
sters who were “trauma-
tized” by the violence

“I visited six schools in
the ghetto areas the day we
resumed Drachler said.
“The stunned look of fear
on the faces of the little ¢
children was far worse to
me than the burned-out
buildings. Can you imagine
what it must be like to live
through something like that
at the age of five or six? We
need money for counselors
and psychologists to help
these children when our
schools open in the fall.”

united Nations
Helen Frumin

34 Farley Rd.
Scarsdale, New York
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