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AND
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BY

Eldridge Cleaver
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Black Panther Party

The Black Panther Party believes that the era in which we now

struggle can be characterized as the Age of the Showdown -- between

Oppressed People Everywhere and the Racist Imperialist Power Structure,

This era can be further defined as that in which significant sectors

of the Exploiters have turned away from the system, have declared war

upon the system that has warped their lives and tainted their existance

at the same time that it was doing the same thing and worse to those

whom it oppresses , We recognize these alienated people as allies or

potential allies in a stru8gle against a comnon enemy,

We start with the basic definition: that black people in America

are a colonized people in every $arse of the term and that white

AmerIca is an organized Imperialist force holding black people in

colonial bondage, From this definition our task becomes clearer: what

we need is a revolution in the white mother country and national lib-

elation for the black colony. To achieve these (ds we believe that

political and milt ary machinery that does not exist now and has never

existed must be defeated, We need functional machinery that is able

to deal with these two inter-related sets of political dynamics which,

strictly speaking, make up the total political situation on the North

American continent, Id:ally, we need a revolutionary organization

that is able to, guided by a revolutionary ideology and comprehending

the necessity involved, move in two directions at the same time, We
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- OUR. stEel?IC PRO?OSAIb3

1'Ie propose that :

1 , The Peace and Freedbttr- Party aId our proposed candidates

2 , The Peace and Freedom Party suppOrt our call for the Black Plebsctte

3. That the Peace and Freedom Party support our call for UN observers

to be 8tlati'oned"!n'th'e major cities or-in'areas of concentrated black

population to halt the AGGTJ:SSIOF 'aud 'th-Q-p=ovacative tadt:-les of the

raeist’ pig gestapo police who dccapy aut .colony as forei.-8n: troops

6ccupying conquered tie'rri'Eoty,

41 ' That the - Peace '-and-'Fr8edom :-Par'£y join Q'lab the. B'laek' Panther Party

and the Stop the Draft -Week dr8dnizers and participate in .the Stop

CHd*DIg’ft Week De-modstadtions;-.tfl April £a:'fo\!us attentidn and to supply

pressthe ’ on the deriandg' that st:he tro'ops oE ::the .power ;dtrueture be

withdrawn from Vietnam 'AbTD FROM TEE :BLACK iCOLO£FJi AI'TD : FROM :Em BLACK

COLONY I AnD FRCII THE BLACK coLonY:

5, That the Peace and Freedor, Party support the Black Cowunity's
!

demand thas those who police the black ccmunities must live in the
J)

black coun,.’aILies ,

f \.

B; J { \ P :

Final note: On Stokely

x The f atlo& ini itateme-fl:t -hh ich andb'£'}-g '8n hag e ' 3 ’bf - fhis
baI?.e: refers to a historical condition which was true atb
tha’ t ifn6 the' statement -wa c; ' com;l8’deal'- but- which no Iona-er

eXif ts , .ang th9 stajetRent the{$fore b.as no n. reseljt pf.f,ic ial ity.

:iL' : £-
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are here tonight nec,a::.se i,?e believe that the Peace and Freedom

Party is the beginning of the answer to one hai: of this equation

and that the Black Panther Party is the beginning of the answer of

the other half . t’Tc do not delude ourselves with the notion that we

have found or that we represent or that anybody else has found or

represents any final soil:.Lions to as= oia problems , but we do feel

that the Peace and FreedDm Party and the Black Panther Party have

made a significant breakthrough and he-.;'e indisputahl:j upped the ante,

’!'HE COPJJli:iCli'T

Th: Black Panther Party and the Peace and Freedom Party in the

Bay Area have baer! experimentin3 ova: the past few months with a very

narrow . coalition ato'lnd a very broad subject „ The focal point of

the coal_i_tion is not,7, and has always been, the case of Huey P. Newton:

PF_nist:er of Defense, - Creator, alld J'ead Ir of the Black Panther Party .

Alt-=orl-g’n tIle co.IIlle{_on has been narrow and limited, tentative and

viewed wi_Ch mullnai su5picioh', it has in fact unleashed political

forces with eli:pl.c';ive local iTupact anti na’=i_onal implications , it is

a fact that in a very sho==t Line these infant 90litical facts have

become. forces Hi.t!'. 97 I-if_ch El..it pid , establif:hed f’)rce3 must contend,

We m1.lsE i-eca.'_: I. t:t'.£'E Ehe Peace anl! Freedom Pri-ty has been on the ballot

only a couple of n.on'ChI-, i: is le:s tt.an a year old, and is still

wearing the diaper of its liber3 1 dcn.ocratic parentage. The Black

Panther ParEy is less than ti.70 y:ara oII ani the coalition of which

we speak is less than five months dId, ' Fo:- ne\v 'bord' children, we are

already doing a man-size 33b . Thts is a source of great optimism and

enthusiasm for us , because if in our ir,fancy ive are able to do a mann-

size job , b'e can dream that when v72 grow to maturity ive can do the

giant- size wark that: hi.SCary has cut out for 'is ,
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black 'power, Our purpose in entering the p61itica1 arena is to send

the jackass back to- the farm and the elephant back to the zoo, We want

to put the Establishment up til;hE, LIe wanE to put the black lackeys

and bootlickers of the Demo/R6publican Party out of business; some of i

them 'wi11 b6 seat back to the farm, and others can also 80 to the zoo }

with the elephants, We want to pull people out of the Democratic Party, i

out of the Republican Party, and swell the ranks. of Che Black Panther :

Party and the Peace and Freedom Party on the basis outlined above,

f r. ' .I

PRO-:pAM QP IEg PA}FFHER$

1, We believe that even/ human bein3 on the face of the planet earth

has a ri3ht to live, Therefore,. when it is necessary to work to live,

every human being has ' a ri8ht to work in order that he may eat and

}rovide himself with 'basic necessities. If he is physically incapable

at work, then society has an obligation to support him for life, or for ,

as long as his disabIlity remains, tIe demand for every human being the ;

highest standard of living that the present day level of technological

develolment is capable of providin3; This encompasses the tradition

demand for decent housin8, decent clothin=, decenE food, and decent

schooling ,

2 , Withdraw the' troops--.replace the occupying army of the police with i

a but>lie force of black men who live in the cowunity to maintain order

and harmony; also, station UN observors in the black colony to observe

abd halt the police - gas}ago action8 against_ blaeT . people--prevent

genbcide and racist externination violgtir,s not oply UN Charter of

HumAn Rights but life and right to life and peace of bl£ck people,

3+ Ten Point Pro3tam -- Ten Point Platform -.-. Ten Point Organizational

Structure
;

i

I

i
10- 10- 10



+

page 3

The coalition betw3en our two fraternal parties is based upon

Carmichael1 s dictum of $+ecif ic coalitions for specific purposes . We

think that this -dibtuh is functionai and proper and that it provides

a basis for unlimited action with no strings attached, On the basis

of this dictum, we think that ultimately we can develop a specific

coalition for the' specific purpose of destroying capitalistic exploit-

ation- and taoism. We have freedom to move as far and with such speed

as our Understanding and imagination and' commitment - will allow us . We

believe that c60peration between revolbtionaty forces in the mother

country and their counterpart in the black colony is absolutely and

unequivocally desirable and necessary. We believe that it is suicidal

and nonsensical for such potential allies to remain aloof and isolated

fr6h each other any longer. All that is needed is for those who fulfill

the van8uard function to supply the form of this cooperation, We ie-

lieve that henceforth the form of cooperation between revolutionary

forces in the mother country and those in the colony must be on a

coalition basis . We believe that all blacl< colonial sub jpcts should

be members of the Black Panther. Party, and that ajl. American citizens

should be members of the Peace and Freed m Party. IVe invite other

oppressed and colonized petrie in America to or:anize themselves and to

join our coalition as equal partners . We feel that it is ,a' political

mistake of the first order to try and develop a muiti--qqtio.naI, all-

inclusive poliFical party at this time; to do so would. onjy compound

exist:ins confusion and erect new obstacles to the real wor! I. that can and

must be done, T The Black Panther Party looks upQn the blac T: members

of the Peace and Freedom Party as mis8uided political £real=s .who are

trying to maintain in an incorrect manner a dual .SEatus ; they have one

foot in the not:her country and the other foot in the colony, and their

political Ranhood Bets . st.ran:led .on the border separatin3 the two nations, ,
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members of the Peace and Freedom Party WhQm we will have 6trategicalIY

helped to elect could aggue for our position within the Senate and

House of Representatives, the State Legislatures, and the city councils.

For those who view the land question, that is, the absence of

geographical boundaries of our dispersed colony, as an insurrrnuntable

obstacle to nationhood, we say that we will hold the land question in

abeyance, yJe follow the diet:im of Osayge£o Kwame UkrtImah, tlSeek Ye

first the political kingdom. and all other things shall be added unto

you, 11 What the black man in Babylon needs is or8anized black power,

and with that political power he can. carve out his place' in the sun--

and it won1 t be on a reservation or in the gas charGers, as certain

medmen propose and certain other 'pacic strjcken people fear.

ELECTORAL POLITICS

bIe hate offered oUr Leader, Minister of Defense, Huey P, Newton,

ds a candidate for the Seventh Congressional District of Alameda

' Coutlty and we have offered our Chairman, Bobby Seale, a s a candidate

for the 17th Assembly District. In San Francisco, we have offered

our CoMrunications Secretary, Kathleen Cleaver, for a candidate in

the 18th Assembly District. The advanta8es in doing this are manifold.

First and foremost, we are interested in setting Huey P, Newton free,

By running Huey P. newton for Congress we are uniting the revolutionary

political arena with the conventional political arena, and thereby

obliterat:Ing the distinctions between the two, We are able to focus

attention in' all our cbmpai8ns on a revolutionary leader with a

revolutionary program witllili the conventional political context, in

over-sophisticated and decadent- 11revolutionary’' circles, this is called
i

nI

”heightenint, the consciousn4sg bf the masses, ’t in practical terms, this

kind of campaign becomes another tool for political organization for

: Jr: ;i
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THE DUAL STATUS OF BLACK PEOPLE In- 3ABXJL;Oi'!

Black people in NQT£h America. hpve always beeb plagued by a dual

status , tIe were both , slave aRd .Christian, we' were both free and ses-

regated, we are. both inte3rated and colonized. In the past this

duality has worked to our. diFadvantase, in the manner that we have

turned our blackness from a disadvantage .into a rallyin: Point of
I

advanta Ee. Yesterday we were black grId oppressed; Eoday our blackness

is a tool for our liberation. Our dual status gives us - a mythical

right of citizenship and the CQncrete reality of out sItuation has

given us the national consciousness of an oppressed and colonized

people. IVe intend to us them both. wisely. Tile citizenship that we
./

have on paper we will use through the mechanism of 6ur cdalition with

the Peace and Freedom. Party. ife will ,use our paper machin'e Tight to

vote to help strengthen the Peace. and Freedom 'Party’ drid' to help it

attain its objectives within the fr4mewori'= of political realities in
If

the mother country. Our major emphasis, or direction, '-and our pers-

I>ective, however, are inward -- into. the .black heart of the colony.

Our goal is to organize black people for national liberation. In this,

our primary task, politics} reajity in the white -mother country can

only have peripheral an(} suppor Live importance. ' The duality of our

status dictates the duality of .our strategy;

1'
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T liE BaCK'’'Pt£BIS'cITE

:'’IS : our ina j'or' po&itical objective, the Blac!: Panther Party is

Qalling for a'Black Plebiscite, a United nations supervised plebiscite

t,o held bhroughodt'' the bIa’c’: colony. in which only blac:: colonial

sub jeoBs will be al16wed to participate. The plebiscite is for the

purpose of determining the will of black people as to their natjonal

destiny, in the ' past many people and or3anizations have stated what
I
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they believed the will of black people to be, The Black Panther Party

believe8 that it is the right of black people to state for themselves

the destiny that they desi're,- tIe feel that the burning question to

which only sue i, a plebiscite can :apply the answer is : Whether the

black people want to be integrated into Babylon, or whether they want

to be sepafated into a sovereign nation of their own, with full status

and rights with the other nations of the world, including un meat>er ship

and diplomatic recognition by the other nations of the world, Through

our Minister of Forei8n A£faits, James Forman, we have conducted a

preliminary poll of certain Iiey member nations of che UH and have

learnedr'to our utter satisfaction bu[ not to our surpttse, that they

are receptive to the idea of the Black PlebisciLe, in our perspective

On our st:ruBBle for liberation, the Black Plebiscite would play a key

function+ in the colonial analogy, it would correspond to the role of

the first or the key political campaign that happened in all countries

' emerging from colonial bonda8e, in Guinea Che political focus was

provided by the campaign against DeGua11e1 s Constitution, in alana

.it- was the nacional election that placed Kwame Nkrt,mah at the head of

the 3weEnmento The campai5n leading Lo the Plebiscite would be the

means of solidly or3aaizin3--Afro.•America alonf: national lines,

Committees organized by people on both eides of the national question

will sptlng UP th:ouShc)ut the black colony, The issue will be hotly

debated, and people will be or8anized around the issues involved, The

entire political fabric of the mother country would be LhI-own into a

cti8i9• The argument of those who opp08e black national independence

would be that blacks do not need it because they 'are citizens of white

America. Out aE8uinent wc- IId be simply to point out the facts , the

realitY of the black rnan1 s status in white America, Here our coalition

with the Peace and Freedom Party. will_become functional Becau' ge' the

el


