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R C 0 L U M 8 I A 
··. . ·As .the ·p.1ickey Mouse :Right of California presses its 11 Crusade :: by att ac ~ :

inc; the presence of :Sldridge Cleaver and GeorGe r1urray on colles e c nmpuses, 
_the s.tudent ,Left _h,as .res:1onded ·essentially tn tvm is sues. 

First ) they h8;~/e raised the question of a cademic freedom. The Governo r 
is trampling· on one of our 11 sacred civi_l libertiesa and he musn't do the.t ~ 
they say. An alliance of Li berill students and Pacul ty att.empt to make this 
the issu.e a;round vrhich any strUL;Gle takes place . 

· · The other response .•• raises 11 the level of struggle to the sloc;an of 
11 racism" which resounds withil;.i the ivory, towers ., .The Governor ·can't st cmd 
to have ·Black· People htell it like it is " , so we will use this opportunity 
to really publicize and · educ ate just "how it is n , ' they say . · 

But the Governor is a lot smarter than he miGht look! It ' was more than 
a we ek after the · strw; gle began at :iJerkeley that Eldridge Cleaver explain
ed the real issue to a teach in cro wd of over 500 students. ·He said that 
there were two things that he and Georg e r ~urray have in cominon: 1- They Ire 
ea ch tea ching on college c ampuses; and 2- They're each members of the Black 
Panther Party . He ·went on to say that they were not being attaclred because 
they are both black . He pointed to a black Sociology teacher· and asked · 
why lie, also, was not beinc; attacked . · · 

.. . . : ... 
· The conclusion tha t Cleo_ver drew was ths,t ,,t:he Governor was scared .to 

death ·, · not of black tea chers, hut of peopl·~· with real political pow·er in 
the community climbing over th,e ivory tower and linlcin~ ~ with tHe student 

· movement. 

This was the essence of the Columbia Strike.' The reason the sit in was 
not smashed in its early st at:; es was the threat .of a tremen dous community 
response. · Columbia students had done their homework before the st:rilte
they had been propat:;andising about issues of relevance to student~ and the 
broader comm-unity. Y.'hen the strike occured, . a sit in was sparked in a 
tenement. Leafletinc; ·was done 'at flYC hi.:;h schools, and marches were orc;an-

.. ized from various parts o:f _the community up to Columbia. 

All one has to do to make this point clearer is to mention France. r ·hen 
s tudents too~ over University ~uildings, the first thing they did was to 
spread the strike to ot~er sectors of the community. . . 

· Finally, SFS stud.ents v1ill ho p efully take notice' of. th~· highly vola tile 
ne~ture of Bay Area high , schools right now . This is ·probably the· most ob:

·V'ious -area to vrhich any student strike must spread~ -'and the effect of ., 
·uniting the two movements would be beneficial to the consciousness of both . 

Before any student movement can think in terms of making a POLITICAL 
:CYENT ov.t of what would otherwise be a student protest, they must have an 
~n.alysis of the nature of this historical period . In the 1950.~ s an . 11 aca.dem

"ic :(reedom11 fi cht mi~ht h u_ve -been, all tha t was possible. · The question. is, 
Is · ~h ere anyt~ing different about ·the pre s ent p eriod which would allo~ for 
a . ~tuQ.er:.t st,rugc;le to spread into a significant political ev~nt? 

Historidal Period 

America today is chc.racte~iz;e.d by decay,.j As s1um housing c;ets older, 
' rents .Jb''up. ·As transit systems ~e·come outinod,e-d, ·f..ares and ·cond est:ion in-
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crease. :Cven the a,ir :::md wEl-ter c:tre rotten wi th pollution and csetting wors e, 

Goverr:u11ents half hea rtedly attempt to provide the necessary :: services 11 

the whole dis,::;usting mess encenclers by TA~anG wage earners ~ 2nd by HOCKHTG 
our cities to maj or financi a l institutions. Thus the Nation 's cities are 
D.ow ~: . 30 Billion in d ebt to the bi ';gest banks . 

' Fo oting the bill for this ,.1 ess is the wae; e earner. Sales t axes, payroll 
t axes~ transport ation t axes ( gasoline), transit fares, commuter t ax e s~ etc. 
are 2'-ll levies which fall most heavily on v.'ork;ing people - and Ere a ll 
increc:, sinr.; a t an alarming r o.t e. 

The US Bureau of L ~•.b o r Statistics· offers some of the objective results 
of this process . ~ e 2.l wac; es of non-sup ervisory p ersonnel have decl_~~eq 
nationally for the past two years - the first time t h is has happenned 
since the ::post v:ar boom. n A not unexpected result of this is the tremen
dous increase in stril: es a ero ss the Nat ion. Lore man hours were lost to 
unauthorized (wildcat) strikes l a st year than in any year since 1948 . 

And inflation eats up vvhat atteElpted gains taxes miss! In the month of 
J anuary alone weekly pay of factory wo r kers dro ~1p ed nearly ~) 2.00 (' all 
Street Journal~ F eb. 27 ). The race to keep pace with t h is attack on wage s 
is reflected in the fact that 20,~ of the full time non-farm v;orkers now 
put in 49 hours 2. 'Neel;: or more 9 ~;vhil e 40/~ of these 9. 4 million vror~;::er s 
work more than 60 hours a ~eelc (U S Bureau Of Lc..bor St ~tistics 9 Liesure 
_anq the Lo_pj,i ~?._rk : eel~). -----

Another process of this p eriod is the inability of capitalists ( as a 
whole). to invest productively, even in the face of de c ay. The l; ercent c:tg e 
of the US Labor Fo rce- employed in production (mining, construction~ manu-
facturing, transportations ~ublic ut ilities) has declined from 5l; in 1 945 

--t--e ~.l, S in--1967{ (U S' Ste.ti ot:i:-c-al Absti'act, 1967). Si multaneously, the credi t 
industry ( mortgag ess bonds, speculat ion ~ etc.) h a s soared. 

In the fac e of this crisi s the t yp ical at titude of wa3 e earners is 
;; Screw a nyone else 9 I v..rant a bi :::;ger ·• i ec e of the p ie! ;; Transit v.ro r k ers 
want (and have a right to) a wa g e increase, even if it vrill be paid for by 
other wag e earners by a fare increa~e . r elfare recipients want a better 
program, even if it . v.ril l be paid for by increased taxes on wac; e earners. 
Every one pushing for a reform realizes that h e is co mp eting for the same 
shrinking p iece of the same shrinki:t:J,g p ie. 

·r he job of the Left in this situa t ion is to unite wa g e earn ers around 
progr ams that vrould take surplus ( profit) that is now being wast ed (the 
credit industry, d efenses etc. ) and invest it productively. In the face of 
the decay of America, we must demand hundreds of thousands of pro<!uct_ive 
jobs, building housing , transit systems, et c. all to b e financed by sur
p l us that is now being wasted. 

SFS 
Students at srs must b eg in to a r m themselves r,·i th such analysis so they 

will be able to brine; someth ing to tli.e rest of the co mmunity as they att
empt to spread a strike. '. e must n ot go to hi c;h schools and simply en
courage any rwtion . The hi r;h schools are a lready in motion! Y.' e must be 
able to explain v.•hy a demand for J:J roductive jobs is in the interests of 
a ll waG e ea rners in this period . Y e must develop :_J ro gr ams a round V'h ich the 
wa::; e ea rners of the Bay Area can unite. 

BAY AREA LADOTI COL1I1ITT:C:C 
The Labor Committee i s a new organi zat ion v:hich developed several months 

ago out of the confluence of the Columbia strike and a Tenant Union s trug
gle . There is a l s o an a ctive Philadelphia Labor Com. and people are n ow 
building Labor Committees in 4 other cities. For further info. or lit. ; 
Bay Area LC~ Tom and Arlene Karp, 260 Bay St . 1 SFs 94133, 986-1020 


