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THE ANTI-WAR CONVnITION9 NOVi 25-28 AND
THE YSA -SWP PERSPECTIVE

by STEPHEN FOX

The first conventIon of a young movement whose IIfe s@n is area-
sure ci only in months could have been an important step in the clapl:fI-
cat;lon and development of a correct poIItIcal perspective for the
movement, On the whole the delegates were hungrlly seekIng new :Ideas
and ways of bu11ding a mass movement to halt the ware The attItude was
one of complete non-exclusIon, Yet bdesplte the crying need for poll-
tical discussion in this movement, the YSA and SWP carrIed thru an
crganizat;tonal maneuver whIch submerged the entIre conventIon from the
£irst; sessIon of the first day to the last day in a bitter9 demorallz-
ing, fruitless organIzatIonal struggle, Yet today the SW?-YSA is car-
lying thru that same course in spIte of the fact that theIr actIons
ba\re aIIenated them frou almost everyone in the antI-war movement, the
c i-vil-.rIghts movement and every other arena the ISA and SWP may atitem'-
pt; to work in,

The questIons that face us are : exactly what happened, why did it
happen, and what should have been done,

The Mood
The Natiena1 Coordlnatingee to End the War in VIet;nam (NCC

F’/fa) was fIrst formet@arlier this year as the organizatIonal ooordina-.
bo= of the new :Local In<iependent; CommIttees to End the War, Delegates
from all over the country came wItih several questIons in mind: what is
the nature of our enemIes, what must we do to bull ci a mass movement
capable of haltIng the war, who must we approach to buIld t;hls move-
neIIt, how must we approach them, and what program w111 reach them?

The mood and organIzatIonal structure was one of comp}et;e non-exn
el_uslon, The organs of all the radical tendencies were fgee:Ly dIst;rI-
but;ed and sold without hindrance , The offIce of the WashIngton CEW
was always open to any of the partIcipants in the convention wIthout
restrIctIon who wished to use the fac111tles to put out posItIon pa-
pers during the conventIon + These facilitIes Included free use of st;on'=
oils , paper and the mineo8rapPIIng machIne , The atmosphere was one in
which all politlcal Ideas could be discussed openly and freely,

The mood of the overwhelmIng najorlty of participants was , on an
Indivi<iu&i–le4©l– -a&-4oa84b+- -In- -favor of Imme chata t'!t!’ldrawa:I: -of - Aneh
ican troops , The people had, however, to be politIc&iiy convinced on
the vIability of thIs demand in buIlding a broader movement+ Hundreds
of dele€,ates wore pIns supporting the N,L,F+ + (The Comme to Aid the
NLP was allowed full rIghts to present Its views and llteratureo )
Chapters of the SDS had 32 to 36 out of nore than bOO full and alter-
nate delegates attending the conventIon, (Total regtstrat;long !nclden-
tally, was over 1500, ) The posIt;lon of SDS (whlcy. la an extremely
loose and heterogeneous organlz&tIon) was in 13.ne ITS.t;b the millt;ant
mood of the conventIon, in Its call for the Nov , 2’,'t- la na.rohs SDS came
out clearly and strongly for Immecilate wIthdrawal_ of Amor+ troops from
Vietnam, Ever, the DuBoIs Club (which had few offIcIal delegates) was
SDllt to song extent on the Issue of Inmediate WIthdrawal in the face
of the vitality and mllltarlcy' of the movement, At one point during the
'’,==vent;ion a I':-uBors Club member, in the name of his local club, suppor-w
:'.d the ironed:i,a-be withdrawal of Amer, troops as the central slogan for
;. c proposed days of protest next March 25..26tih,

There were , without quest;lon, a number of people who have been hos-
tile to the SWP and YSA in the leadership of the NCCEWV, if they had,
,' wexler, att3zDt;ed to use their organizatlona1 positIon to stop the

sh---YSA from partIcipatIng in the polltlcal c1.isousslon they would have
ailenabed the overwhelming majorIty of the Fnrticipants and would have
been stopped short, WItness what happened when the chaIrman of the FrI,
night sessIon attempted to cut off Jens Jenson who was speakIng in fa-'
vor of a new national organizatIon for wlthdrawa1 IIowe An Inpromptu
demonstratIon of the delegates and participants was held untII the
presiding committee allowed hIm to speak, There were no further atten-
pts to stop free discussion on the floor o f the conventIon+ As it was ,
the success of the ISA-SWP in forcIng the convent;long contrarY tO the
politIcal mood of the overwhelming majorIty of the delegates , to con-
c 3ntira,te al:ost exclusively on second rate organIzational questions ,is
in Itself proof of t;heir abilltys if they had SO desired, tO pUt for-
ward a Doi Itlca:L line to a complete and exhaustive extaente
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The Events

Before the first session of the first day of the conventions Thur,
Nov, 25, a g people entered the convention hall they were given a leaf-
le t by-YSAers announcin: a meeting of a separate work:sh&p which was
to be held that afternoon, The workshop vas to be concerned with the
formation of a separate national orga nizat:ion of the independent
CEWVt s , it was signed by about 30 delegates9 approx, half of whom were
YSAers , At the first plenary session this wark shop became the prime
bone o8 contention, These were the issues : the independent workshop
was to be held a t the same time as the workshop on National Structure
was scheduled, That iss a-nd an Independent organization was being
formed under the la ad6rship of the SWP-YS A before the delegates had a
chance to decIde hlha t the NCCEWV should become, The question of hav-
ins this workshop was never discussed beforehand with the presiding
corlnlttee even though two of the signers of the leaflet were on the
presiding committee, Finally9 at the independent workshop Thur, after-
:oon1 the YS A ha d separate iegistration forms for the new organization
already nimeo3raphed up and two YSAers vere having people sign up. The
SWP.„ IS A showed a crude lack of respect and re£,ard for the forrns of the
c)nvent;ion in which the overwhelming majority of the delegates and
p=1=ticipant;s had confld3nce,

The StJP-YS A by taking this question outside the NCCEWV ignored the
real possibility of setting the stage thru political discussion and
education of winning the mass of delegates over to a correct stance on
bbc question of iwrediato withdrawal of troops , The SWP--YS A ignored
the fact that the delegates and participants look upon the NCCEWV as
the real vehicle at present for the most militant sect;ions of the anti-
'ia:' r’over.eIrE, t:hy the SWP..YS A did thIs will be taken up further in
t hi s d oeul:lent: +

Because the SW?-.\SA had begun the carrying out of an organizational
maneuver of this type bef©©e the convention had a chance to discuss
its objectives, a nd therefore wha t organization the delegates thought
rdas necessary9 -the SWP-YS A \das atta cked from all Quarters (including
from most of the independents) as sp:Litters and disrupters, This fight
which had begun Thur_,_.af_te_rnoon__continued thru Thur, niEht, All other
questions i'!ere pushed completely to the backgrc>ui'.d. The depth of–ttB
hostility towards the Sh’P.-YS A was so great that they had to break up
the independent workshop and bring the discussion into the National
Structure workshop where it properly belonged in the first place,

The completeness of the submergence 9f all other questions into
this bitter1 factional organIzational struggle which seemed to go on
pndless:Lys 6aused extreme confusion and disgust among many participants ,
The Sout;he rn delegation I.ias go:ins to pack up and leave Thur, night b@
cause they had come to find out what ghou:Ld be de)heI not to listen to
oreanizationa1 squabbles , They were finally convinced to remain at the
convention a

The ftcht trent on thru Fri,smIle tr of the discussion all the way thru
beine on the rIght of the indei)endent workshop to hold a separate mee'b.•-
!nCl inasr:ucb a s it hadnt t been proven that the NCCEM/ convention was
npt- basIcally a viable vehicle for the indeponclent committees ,

Fri , ni;ht there were reports from a representative of the presid-
i '„: commIttee &nd from a YS Aer acting as a representative of the eroup
' ’" shing to foul a net! national or3anization, What the representative
of the pros:isillz e#9hpcomnittec s-.3ecifically said is unimportant, Ai:L
that need be sta ted is that this maneuver by the SWP-YS A gave every
political opponent of Trotskyism a firm basis to shift the question
from a political discussion to an organizational attack on the SWP-YS A,
The YS Aer in his presentation stated-that what is needed is two organ-
ization'3 : 1)a coordinating committee of all groups in the anti.•war
movement from right-wing g ANa to the independent committees and the
nJ A 7 and 2)a na tiona1 organization of the independent anti-war commit-
teas around the demand of lane diate wlthdra I.lal, 3'urther9 the YS Aer
$ '.ad that in order for the NCCEWV .to be this coordinating committee it
I .b;t have essentially a liberal9 non.-programatic approach and that it

$!'ou:La therefore not take a position on such q'lesBians as immediate
'.lit Fi(i raI.la:L ,
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The ISA and S1.'JP were theref9re proposIng that the NCC6WV become
sImpIY an Impotent umbrella coordinatln8 commIttee IIke the Turn Tow-
ards Peace Where the leaders of the varIous ant;1-war organIzations such
as SANE and the Independent commIttees could meet once or twIce a year,
TheY were proposIng thIs at a tIme when the left of the antI-.war move-
ment was not prepared for such a move and consIder the NCCEWV as st111
essentIally representIng then, To prop8se such a move when the poll+;I-
cal dIff erences had not yet been dIscussed and crysta11ized, when the
forces withIn the movement had not yet had a chance to polarlze9 when
the NCCEWV convent;lon was stIll a vIable polltlcal form for the thrash+.
Ing OUt and clarlfylng of these dIfferences 9 was completely wrong, it
showed that the YSA and SWP were engaged in an organlzatlonal maneuver
to SPllt; the movement and to wIn as many elements as posslble , organlz-
ationa11y, away from the SDS and the DuBoIs Clubs and Into an organlz-
at;ion domInated by the SWP-YSA, All thIs was to occur and dId occur
without polltlca1 clarlflcat;lon, The IIldependent commltees were unpre.-
pared pOlltically for a national organIzation around the slogan HWlt;h.-
draw the Troops Now" B 1:hls was demonstrated by the results of two votes,
one on FrI, night, one on Sat, mornIng,

The FrI+ n:Lgbt vote occurred around a not;lon from the MFDP dele8a.-
+lane it stated that the conventIon should adopt the slogan "Freedom
Hot-r - Withdraw Now" as the major theme on lts signs durIng the demons-
;-at;lon the fo11owlng day, The mot;lon was overwhelmingly defeated IIIth
J.'.e $ielegates from the SWP-ISA vot;lng wIth the majorIty against the
::}Be ThIs act is ta ul
'-';tSa it showed the logloa1 end of the SWP-YSA position whIch states
that the antI-war movement must excluslvely deal wIth the ant;1-war
luest;ions e Further, it showed the organIzatIonal fear by the $WP-YSA
that the NCCEWV night become a vIable opponent the the proposed SWP-VBA
domInated organlzatlon, and completely undercut lts base by the NCCEWV
takIng a m111tant posItion for l'nmHedlate wIt;hdrawal,

The next mornIngs Sat, 11/27, a not;lon was brought in by the Nat;lo-
nal ActIon workshop supported by Dave De11inger & Staughton Lynd for
days of protest on March 25-26,'66 around the central theme of tamed-
i.at:e wlthdrawa1 of U,S , troops, The posit;lon that SWP- ISA had taken the
night before was so transparent and embarasslng in dayilght that they
Peversed themselves, The $WP-YSA came out in support of the motIon, Not
the least of the reasons for thIs change was the Sepg_rBtEo_n of the clv-
Il Dlghts struggle from the antI-war struggle, Howevbr,–becauge the- –----–-
delegates and theIr commIttees were not polltlcally prepared to support
such a natlona1 slogan, the motIon was soundly defeated, There still
had been no real polltlcal dlscusslon, except IImIted dlscusslon ar-
S>und those motIons and in the workshops , in whlch9 wIth few exceptIons
YSAeps and SWPers dId not part.lclpate because of their complete absor„-
bt;lon in the organIzational dispute , Just a part;lal IIst of the panels
indlcates the VItae range of openIngs: poIItIcal perspect;:Ives , campus
act;lon, antI-.draft, national itruc£ure, peace & freedom (olvil rtihts ) ,
natlona:1 act;lon and sIx others,

All durIng that Sat, after the demonstration the YSA & SWP caucused
wIth Independents , trying to convince then as to the correctness of
theIr course+ All along Independents dropped away as it became clearer
and clearer what the $WP-YSA were tryIng to do,

The fInal absurdity came on the last day of the oonventlon when the
SWP-ISA put forward a counter proposal to that of the peesldlng commit-
tee 's on the structure of the NCCEWV lt;self , The presldlng commIttee
put fort~;ard a resolution which Included the following points : natlona1
organlzat;Ions supportIng the antI-war struggle ( Including the SWP & ISA)
would have one delegate without vote in the standIng com6lttee; Indep-
en(lent commIttees would have one vote per 100 members ; in areas where
theFe were no Independent commltees a local chapter of an antI-war
polltloa1 organIzation would have one vote regardless of how large it
Is ; a whole machinery was set up for polltica1 dlscusslon,

The counteT YSA-SWP proposal stated that the NCCEWV would have no
po:1.ltlca1 llne because it would functIon sImply as a coordlnatlng com_
nlt;tee and that the decisIon of the NCCEWV would be based on the'-inde-
ten:dent committees to end the war, wIth natlona1 organIzations havIng
onevote per organlzatlon,

This proposal bY the SWP-YSA is beyond all rationaIIty, if the org.-
?nI??tIon is Indeed to be a non-polltlcal coordInating commIttee, why
iF the woTld have anY kInd of f lgbt over lts structure! Why Indeed
ehou:Ld it be based an the IndeperIdent committees if they cannot put
f ppl@Td ?nY kInd of poIItical prograr:R thru the NCCEWV? The only answer
}}lat_o9uld possIbIY be made as to the reason for such a fight was that
the SWP-YSA dl'I not want a vIable polILt;Ical organizatIon which would
undermine theIr own organizatIon, The final result was only that the
last daY of the convent;lon was destroyed and added to the casualty IIst
of the fIrst three daYs+ BY the t:tue dlsousslon on polltlca1 questIons
and per8pectlves came around at abOut 1 : 30 PM Sun, I everybody was get-.
!ing Tea c}Y to_ leave and was generalIY too tIred and embIttered by the
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' The % A C SIP # ended the conve nt;ion with a notice of a meeting of
the catreps to form a n independent national organization,

The Political Ques}ions at the Convention

The YS A and SWP sh%lod a complete lack of pol:ltieal geriougnogg
thr trout the convention, They put forward no political position papers
at all for the delegates to discuss and vote on any time during the
convention proceedings , The only papers tha t were presented were org

But thIs is not allanizationa:L documents mentioning a f cv! slogans
The SVJP-YS A did not make even the ninimum political preparation requ:t
red for pteparin8 tho anti-war movement and the convention for suitl a
move, The anti- liar committees in the overwhelming majority went to the
convention not ha ving even thought of the possibility of the building

this tacticof an alternative organization at thIs point, In factr
which is having such Important repercussions was never discussed among
the YSAers nationally hlho are involved in anti-war work, The sole docv
In!lent which the YS A based its actions on was the resolution passed by
the Washington Heights Committee to End the VJar in Vietnam, This doc.-

not distributed either n'ationally or at the convention andu'renl= was
It V.' as only by accident that we received a COPy'e

The Wash, Heights re80lution! even if it had been presented to the
does not explain what is needed to be said, it does notA

::::: litER i relation of the s:toga n 11W:ithdraw the Troops Nowt1 to the
sa:':laing of a real ODDosition t6 the war, The sentiment a t the con
v.'31:tion was for Immediate withdrawal: but the underlying feeling was
that this demand wa This at-s too radlca:L to win people at this time,

systematically dealt with and discussed totitu.de should have been
s;low that this demand is the only way to build a real movement againstthe hlal’ and flows logically from the movement;ts analysis of the U,S , isrole in Vietnam, But the YSA4WP are incapable of really an8veri

nf;oothis + The reason that these commIttees feel that this s:toga n is
radica I is because of the nature of the people whom they are approa
ching and the basis that they are approaching them on, They aro aim
ing :1 or 'lt;hat little old lady from Iowalt as St:augthe middle class
Elton and on 4;he grounds of morality rather than class int-L)’nd said!
eres t The SWP-YS A oppose the introduction of the class $ssuequestioninto the issue: they refuse to give a working class perspective to the
anti-war moverlent and bitterly f iB Ilt those who attempt ' to, ; s hoVS
the political bankruptcy of the SWP-YS A line,

There ha s been a basic challenge to the very existence of the ind+
e pendent anti.•war mov3ment by sections of SDS which the SWP-YS A has

the :LI LA,t
and not answered politically, Paul Booth of SIMignored at the Sat

Inorni i If th
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The clearest summation of the polittca I and organizational line
of the SWpv.yS A :in the anti-war movement came on the motion introduced
by the delegation from the }{FDP to the anti-war convent;iono Their
p}esence at-the convention9 one of the healthiest signs both for the
development and broadening- of the civil-rights gtruggle in the South
and for the anti--war novenlnnt itself ! \gas actually contrary to the
IIne of the SWP-YS A which actually wants a so-called mass ant 4-war
movement based solely on students and having no connection with any
other type of struggle, But the issue was joined when this group
introduced a motion calIIng for the main slogan for the demonsta8t;ion
on tho following day for the NCCEWV convention to be nFreedom Now -
Withdraw Now't, [the SWP-YS A actually joined with the majority of de:Le-
gates in voting this slogan down, if the majority of delegates were
afraid of alienating certain middle class types with the demand for
the immediate withdrawal of troops9 the SWPMYS A appeared to be afraid
of alienating elements who might be for withdrawal9 but opposed to
Froedon Nov, Instead of proposIng a transitional approach to the
other segme nts of society9 the Negro people and---the entire working
class: without whose participation the anti-war movement is doomed8
the SM-YS A took the opposite course,

If there ha d been a political clarification and polarization thru
}cIltical discussion; if the class questIon and perspective was clear;
if it had become clear that a really important section of the anti„..
=.';;r movement was ready to engage in a national organization around the
ie.-and for immediate withdrawal while another section was politicaliy
end organizational:Ly opposed to such a move! then .it may have been
proper to move organizational:Ly, Firsts thete should have been an at-
tempt under such conditions of clarif:LiatIon (which do not yet exist)
to v.’in over the NCCEWV, if this could not be done it mjght then be
pl?opa:r to start buIlding an independent organization, depending on
tho relation of forces and the ability to win over other elements in
the NCCEWV,

The path that the \BA and SW are traveling has led to disaster
both politically and organizational:Ly, The YS A a nd SWP must turn
back now ben):e its too la te,

Decer,bar Its 1965


