
WHAT FIVE HILITARY LEABERS SAY ABOUT viFrNAH:

6ENERAL MATTHEW B8 RID6EWAY Commander of U.S. forces during the Korea& Pfar, x'riting itt Look M aga:inc, 5 April, 1967,

"It is my fIrm belief that there is nothing in the present sltuetlon er in eur eode that requIres us to bomb a small Asian nation ba6k
Into the s+en• eg•."

6EIERAL DAVID M, SH00P FartHer Comm,„d,„f ,t th, as. M,, i„, c„b,, ,p„Ii„,7 ,r th, loth /4,„„„t J„„i,, c,u,g, IV„Id
affairs Day, Pierce College, Los Angeles, 14 Ma) 1966.

"You read, you're televised +o, you're radIoed +8, you're preaehed +o, that it is necessary that we have our armed forees fIght, ge+
killed and maimed, and kIll and maim other humeR beings Ineluding women and ehildren b6eau9e now is the tIme we must stop some kind
of unwanted Ideology from er8eptng up on this natIon. The place we €hose to do this is 8,000 mIles away with water in between . . .

"Th• reasons +ed te us are too shallow and narrow for students, as well as other 6itizens. Esp8€ially so, when you realize that what
Is happenIng, no matter how eanfully and slowly the military esealation has progressed, may be proje£ting us toward world €atastrophe,
Sur•ly, it II €enlushg , , ,

"I want to tell you, I don't thInk the whele of South East AsIa, as related te tIre pre9ent and feture 9afety and freedom of the people
of thIs eountry, II verdI th• llf• or IImb of a sIngle Amerlean . . .

"I beIIeve that if we had and would k•ep our dirty, bloody, dollar-erooked finge# out of the business of these nations so full of
depressed, exploited people, they will arrive at a solutIon ef theIr own,-That they design and want. That they fighl and work for, And
If unfongnat•IY th•lr nvelution must b• of the vIolent type b8eauge +he "haves" refuse +e share with +he "have-nots" by any peaee ful
methed, at least what th•y get will be theIr own, and net the Amerl€an style, whi€h they don't want and abov• aII don't want crammed
dowK th•lr throats by Amerlean&"

th 6ENERAL JAMES GAVIN Testifying before tIle U.S. Senate Contutittee oil Foreign Retations, 21 February 1967,

'B e 8 bombIng attgeks Intended to aehieve psy€hologl€al impaet through the kIlling of non€ombatants is unquestIonably wrong. LIkewise
the attaek of targets near areas hIghly populated by civilians, where eivilians ar• likely to be casualties, is also militarily as well as moral•
ly wrong

"I beIIeve that we ean negotiate wIth Hanoi and with the National LiberatIon Front confident that a free, neutral and independent
VIetnam eaa b• •3tablirh8d, wIth guarant6er ef IIability from an international body."

REAR ADMIRAL ARHOLD E, TRUE Writing f, th, £d,i„ ,f M, P,I, gII, (Calif.) Times, 3 March , 1966,

"We gen end the Vle+nam fIasco wi+hou+ dlshonor by (1 ) deaIIng wI+h +he Yle+eong as a majer par+y +o the war, (23 Implement the
Geneva Ae€ords, t3i wi+hdrawlng eur +roops and (4) letting the VIetnamese se++Ie +heIr own problems , B +

'’G•nenl Xy is haturally wIlIIng to fight Ie the last Anrerlean soldIer end the last American dollar, it is about time that Amerieans
should mah theIr own de€1slon8 and stop blabblng about 'eommltrnents' and sayIng ljt is up to HanoI'B"

BRI& eENERAL HyOH B. HESTER Writing to Veterans for Peace in Vietnam, 8 May, 1967.

"I eppend U.S. Involvement in Indo•China in 1954, es dId General RIdgeway, th•lr chia of Staff of th• U.S. ArmY tsu hIs book
Seldin: MemoIrs ef Matthew 1, Ridgeway), Both ef us feared this would invejye U,S, ground forges i& th• junglu and swamps ef Asia
againrt th• almort IImitless Asian rnas hIT

"I hay• oppe sed •very Incr8ag• in that Involvement shen I oppose th• Vletadrnese WO BOW, Bet enly bnaun it is bei8g waged in
violatIon ol the U.S. Con8tltutlen end U.S. tr8aty ebligatl06s UK Mr the U.N. Charter, but eIn buaKn it is l& vIolation of the basl€ inter•
nts of the AIn•riean p•opl•, The Vl8tngm War is not a wor of 9elfndehn+• er ev•iI of g•n•ral self•l6t•resh it iI a ver in th• pnnl
inter•sts el only a v•ry hw.

"I +here+or• supper+ +hos• y•+erans af prevIous wars who are plannIng protests and d•mons+roHon6 in WasH&g toRI D.CH 88 Me'
mortal Dey, agalnr+ +h• Johnron Adrnlnlstra+loK war at aggressIon agaInst +he VIetnames• people+ ThIs is a& Illegal, Immerel end
wholly URn•e•ssary war.

"And I hepa that these veterans luv working for a sane Ameri€an future wIll IaIn this oppartunlty to nt gP a8 ef+•€tlv• ergenbati08p
perheps elong a leon €onfederation IIne, to work for a prempl ead to a war whl6h is betr6ylng, eyr gma tradItIons as a +r••H lust and
p+a€•'lovIng peopl•.

'I know of ne mere fIllhg or proper task for men who Inve demonstrated theIr devetton and leyalty le th• Amerleaa p•opl• by risking
th•ir ljyn in eombat, then by pretesting agaInst the terribly daagerour and unnee•£sary war th• Johnnn AdminIstratIon is inpwing upon
th• p•epl• ef Vl•ham. TheIr a€tlon, I beIIeve, in doin9 then thIngs, eonstltute8 the ex•ntu of patrIotIsm in Its qerY hIgh•st fwmB"
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Viet War Lashed By General

Hughes
Calls it
Immoral
StIll&S Crotod it
Capitol Services

By RICHARD BRAUTIGAM
(Of The Capital Times Staff )

A Memorial Day audience on
the State Capitol grounds was
stunned into thoughtful silence
kxiay as a distinguished Army
general made a fervent plea for
an end to the war in Vietnam
and a commitment to the cause
oi justice and good will.

Brig. Gen. Robert L. Hughes,
U. S. Army Reserve, was the
principal speaker at the Uadi.
tional servrces arran ged by
Madison veterans’ groups.

He wore the Silver Star,
Bronze Star with Oak Leaf
Cluster, Purple Heart, Co mbat
Infantry Badge, President ial
Unit Citation, and the Army
Commendation RIbbon as he
stood before an audience of
some 5(D veterans and their
families as well as citizens gen.
erally.

+ + q

Gen. Hughes won these hon.
ors through long service in the
Pacific Theaters during World
War II.

Wounded severely at Buna,
in New Guinea, he recuperated
in the United States and then
returned to the Pacific as a
member of Gen. MacArthur’s
staff at Leyte, in the Philip-
pInes.

Hughes spoke quietly, but
with the conviction of his long
years of service.

“ All over the United States
today there are observances
that are stereotypes of this
one,” he began.

+ + 8

“They are expressions of grab
itude for those Americans who
have fallen in battle in our
wars to assure that the politi.
cal integrity of our nation re-
mains inviolate.

“The true sigaUlcance of ae
day is most poignant to &08e
who have suffered the loss of a
loved one in the present cob
flict in Vietnam,” Hughes point.
ed out.

“They died,'’ he continued,
“hI support of an unstable for.
tiEn government that is main-
taMed only by the strength of
the United States.”

There is a paradox in the role
of tIle United States in Vietnam,
he said

In contrast to the image of a
country that offers hope of
peace and justice to the world,
he said, “we are prosecuting
an immoral war in support of a
government that is a dictator.
6hip by design.”

''Tt represents nothing but a
ruling clique and is composed
of morally corrupt leaders who
adhere to a warlord philoso.
phy.” he added

This is illustrated currently
by the need for the United
States to lead in pacifying viI'
lages whose citizens do not
trust their own government, he
said

Following World War II, the
United States accepted its role
of world leadership with hu-
mility and aided stricken na.
Hons to rebuild with American
dollars, he said

''In this new era of political
unrest, we cannot police the
world, we cannot Impose our
60cial system on other Bations,”
he advised

“We stand alone in Vietnam
with token forces from some
other countries and mercen.
aries from Korea paid by the
United States,'’ Hughes went
on

'' IVe are losing the flower of
American youth in a war that
could stretch into perpetuIty,”
he added. '' After four years of
fighting, we cannot be sure of
the security of villages three
miles from Saigon, because we
can’t tell the good guys from
the bad gyys.

“We are in that position be.
cause we selected sides in a
civil war,” he said

''This is one hell Ol a war to
be fighting. We must disengage
from this tragic war. It is the
only one in which we have com'
mitted troops without first be
aggressed against,” he said,

Hughes called for a reassess.
ment of American foreign poli.
cy in terms of our own Amen.
can interests.

''We should recognize our er.
rors in judgment and not com.
pound them by trying to police
the world,” he said. “We shall
cease as a political force if we
don’t follow a policy of co.ex.
istence with other nations.

“We cannot afford a major
confrontation with the people
of Asia if we want to dedicate
this counby to our sons and
future generations,” he con.
cluded,

Gen. Hughes is executive sec'
retary of the University of Wis•
consin College of Agriculture.
He has served in many civic
capacities, including a term as
president of the Middleton
School Board, the Masons, Boy
Scouts. Middleton Sportsmen’s

Club. United Givers and the Na.
tional Congress of Parents and
Teachers.

A reporter circulati6g through
the audience found general ap
proval of his address, with
some reservations

A. M. Rvser. a World War I
veteran and chairman for the
day, told The Capital Times he
did not agree with all of
Hughes’ remarks but would de.
fend the right to say them

Another veteran said. “It was
shocking, but. he gave me some..

thing to think about.” Where
there was dissent. there was
that acknowledgment of doubt,
also

Others. however, wholly ap-
proved of his address

“Somebody has to say these
things,” one said.

“This was a surprise packo

age but I agree with him can
tirely,” said another.




