
/ SPRING MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE 

MEMO 

March 21, 1967 

TO: Working Committee 

FROM: Bob Greenblatt 

Re: Staff Directory 
'-, , _ - 1 --r---

_, - t ~ - r-~· ~ - -- ~ ; · 
Enclosed are several lists of key contacts and staff people and the areas for 
which they are responsible. It is imperative f hat the appropriate people be 
informed and checked with about all meetings, p ograms and other -events. 

In addition: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Information and news for public release should also go to 
Mike Luckman, Public Relations Directof for Spring Mobilization. 

Events such as rallie~ and parades thai may require police 
permits should be cleared with Eric We1nberger. ' 

I 
Items not under the purview of present \staff members should be 
cleared with Paul Brooks, Dave Dellinger, or Bob Greenblatt. 

I , 

The proper functioning of our already over-workJ d staff is dependent upon 

your cooperatiop~< 
·.~---- I 

·--' .... -r--- , -I- · _..._ 
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Vice Chairmen: 

Ralph Abernathy 

Dave Dellinger 
(Tues. -Fri.) 

Robert Greenblatt: 
Mon-Wed.: 
Thurs--Bun.: 

EdHard Keati-qg 

Sidney Peck 

Cleveland Robinson: 
Al Evanoff 

Dagmar ·wilson: 
Amy Swerdlow 

National Director 

Jcmes Bevel 

P2 ·.tl Brooks 

Beverly Sterner 

SPRING MOBILIZATION C<BITI'TEE 
85'7 Broad-way Tht~d F1oor 
New York, N. Y. l C003 

212-675-4605 

STAFF AND OFFICERS DIRECTORY 

Address 

SCLC, 334 Auburn Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

5 Beekman Street, New York City 

107 Dryden Rd., Ithaca, N.Y. 
5 Beektnan· St., N.Y.C. 

301 Bro~dway, San Francisco 

3429 Milverton 
Shaker Heights; Ohio 

13 Astor Place, N.Y.C. 

9 Ridge Dr . , E., Gt. Neck, N.Y. 

5 Beekman St., N.Y.C. 

5 Beekman St., NYC 

h: 
o: 

· home: 

5 Beekman St., NYC 
· home: 

'Phone 

(212) 267-1468 

(607) 273-0535 
(212) 267-3255 

~1~) 981-4070 

(216) 991-6759 
(216) 231-7700 

OR 3-5120 

(516) 482-7612 

(212) C07-3261 

(212) C07-3261 
(212) 594-6_696 

(212) C07-3261 
" " II 

ext. 
2385 

l arude Committee Coordinators: 

·:!red Halstead 

Norma Becker 

Student Mobilizer:. 
Gus Horowitz 

Ed Keating 
Wes ~ Coast Chairman 

1Cip Dawson 

29 Park Row, N.Y.C. 

29 Park Row, N.Y.C. 

off: (212) 964-0070; home 989-3067 

off: (212) 964-0070; home 691-5748 

off: (212) 233-4435; home 254-8889 

Office Address: 55 Colton Street, S. F-. 94103 (415) 431-4584 

(415) 981-4070 

\}es r: Coast Executive Director home: (415) 564-7992 

Don Rothenberg (415) 981-·4070 

-1 

I 



/ 

t -

Intercom. 

Spring Mobilization Commmittee 857 Broadway 675-4605{6) 7 

Parade Committee 

Student Mobilization 

For information about: 

Meeting Schedules 

-~ast Coast Activities 

Harlem 

International Contacts 

MOBILIZER 

Lc. ~flets & Literature 
(crcers) 

Volur;teers 

Housing & Hospital;ty 

Art and Printing 

Speaker Program 
(Student groups) 

Entertainment: 
Coc)rd . 
N.Y. Area: Requests 
Liason with Angry 

Arts & Performers 
Special Concerts 

& Projects 

Student Mobilization 

Committee of Faith 

Public Relations 

Police Negotiations 
Permits 

29 Park Ro"1 

29 Park Row 

CONTACT 

Carole Powell 

Susan Sutheitn 

Percy Gilmer 

Officers 

Peter Buch 

Diann Dimitri 

Lora Eckert 

Mika Seeger 

Don Newton 

964-0070 

964-0070 

OFFICE 

Mob. 

- - Mob. 

Mob. 

Mob. 

Mob. 

Parade 

Parade 

Mob. 

HOME 

362-2164 

622-40 92 

873-5031 

674-7466 

226-4706 

288-2703 

362-2446 

0 

0 

Barry Greever (Beginning 3/25) 
Syd Stapleton Parade 

CA 8-1565 
228-6433 

Susan Cloke 
Joan Levenson 

_Gloria Ackerman 

Cordell Reagan 
Don Newton 

Syd Stapleton 

Cliff Rugg 

Mike Luckman 

Eric Weinberger 

675-3298 
866-0372 

Parade 
Parade 

Angry Ar,ts 
154 w. 4th 

Mob. 

St.: AL 5-1341 
677-4431 
362-2446 

Parade 

PL 2-5150 

Mob. 

CNVA: 
227-.5.5Jj 

228-6433 

473-1040 

592-6966 

674-6991 

.. ... 
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·t.. - - .... PROPOSAL ON PURPOSEv STRUCTUREo AND TASKS FOR THE 
WASHINGTON SPRING MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE - A WORKING PAPER 

11 To maintain a radical anti-war coalietion is & 

difHcult and delicate task. Xt is not, be it noted. 
an attempt to merge parties or build a. political 
coalition hut a cooperative effort of individuals 
c ovel"ing a wide spread of opinion. It dtnna.nds a 
h igh eense of l"espons ibility on every one's p·art. 
Nor does tt requh.·e s lurring over differences and 
avoiding genuine dialogue, but . rather. in a notable 
phi'ase of Bubel':~®. ebea.ring these differences in 
c ommon'. 11 

A. J. Muste 
"The Cleveland Conf'ere~ce and 
After11

0 The Mobilizer, Vol. lD 
No. lo December 19, 1966. 

The Sprillllg Mobilizatiol'l Committee has played a very important 
roll in the development of the a nti -war movement in Washington. For the 
first time all of th~ different segments of the movement have united .their . 
efforts foX' a common end. Thiso; had had the obvious advantage of eliminating 
duplication and enali l~ng us to reach m o re of the Washington community than 
eve1r beforre. The sel!lult h: bnprel!l sive: three to five thousand Washingtonians 
to Naw York on Ap :i'il 15. 

The mobilizat ion iteelf i s over. But the need for the Spg-ing 
Mobilization CommiUee as a eooFdinatin g body continues. Many people 
have recently been attraded to the anti-wal" movement, who have not 
befo:i!'e been connee::tet.~, \With any t raditional peace organization. 

Dilfe:rent individuals have diffe1·eut ideas as to the kind of action 
th~y would like to take up ~ this is only right and natural. But these 
different plans of adiott &t"e ~'! no means t.nuwally exdut~~ive. m fado 
tha Spring Mobilization Committ ee may perhaps beet be viewed as an · 
"umb&-elh, ~~ommitt~e" embracmg diffe~ent pro1t:cts of .action ~s sub~ 
committ"H3~" 

Btat why showtm.at the Sp~ing Mobilization Committee pick ~~~~ 
plan «Hke electoral politics o:s.· mara s adionp and con~tent:rate atH it~ 

resourcea on ~h&t one pi'ojed? Wouldl.1't this be mD::~ e f!ic i;;;t? Pell:'h~p$ 
it w ould" but there &re very ~erious pE"o~.Rems with that approaeh. T o 
begin w i tho it would be very d ifficult to get agreement on one specifie .. 
p roject. As it w && pointed out befcll'e , each individual has his own pr.e felfence 
~;:;; to what he would Uke tt9 do. Xt would 'be very difficult to get un~nimou6 
agli.·eement on one p£"ojecto But ·why 'W'lanimouSl agreement? The obvi~u&U 

g©al of f;he afit~.=Wi!i.rt movement ia to involve &s m any people ae poa~5f:ble ~s 

. aetively ae JPO!'l>Sible ,. lt i s weU !mown ll:h~t people woifk ha:&"dest on things 

Bruce_Hartford
Typewritten Text
[Undated, unsigned. Version 1?]



- ~ 

they are interested iil.. . Therefore, to narrow the scope of activity 
of· the · Spring MobUizatlon Committee to one project, even by majority 
vote, will lead to a eplilltering and relativ~ weakening of the movemento 
Those who are not vitally iatereated in the: pi'6jeet· ··undertaken will 
gradualiy drift away. and the moYement will lose poteatial activiata ~ 
The way to prevent thie, of cour•e, i• to ha:Ve a llurDber of project• 
repreeellted aa au'b-committee• coordinated by the SpriDa Mobilization · 
Committee. 

Tbe organisational advaatagea of the coordiDating approach are 
obvioua. Tbe Sprina MobUi&&Uon Committee could reduce the amo~ 

:· .. .. 
. , I 

of duplication by the •ub-commltteea. It cotald caava.a the member• .o~ · .. 
ita mailing liata for their intereata and matcb incliriduala with the proj~ct~ · 
that intere•t themo a co11lcl duumel new project• into the proper aub~ 
committee•~ !t could receiYe l"eport• on au-committee work &IKI inform 
lta general memberahipb It could inform ita member• of the public 
actiritlea of eatabliahed peace groupa. ADd moat importantly, the 
Spring MobUlaatioa Committee, with ita broad rep~eaentation of the w-.ah
balfon comnnmlty, could i!lvoln muy new people in the activitte• of th\1 
aatt-war movement. · 

Structure 

Anotber queatioa. of areat importance it the atrue~lll relation•hip 
of the aub-commltteee to the broad Sprirag MobUiaatlon Committee~ We 
.SO not feel that tbia queattoa caa 1Ht fully aaawered DOW. It it a que•tlon 
which wUl laaYe to be uawered ID the . day to day activity of each · aub
committeeo What caa be •tated aaw, aa a JeBenl principle, ia that each 
8Ub•COmmlttee aJaould tfete1'11lille for itaelf ita OWD Dee4 for &1dollomy accor~g 
to ita ln4l'ridol aeecla of atruetare, ataff and fiaalu:illa. 1111der the broac:l 
framework of tbe Sprilag Mobtliaatioo Committee. 

Moat of tiMr poteatial actlrill .. of tiM SpriaJ Noltiliaatioo Committee 
may M claa•lflecl UDder foar a••nl lleadiap: preclact oraaalaatiOD, naa•• 
actloa. eduadoa. aad clefeaae. We propo•a tlaat tbeae be formally eatabh~hed 
aa aab-commltteee aDder dae SpriD1 MobUiaadoa Committee. 



PRECINCT ORGANIZATION 

The Spring Mobilication Committee has approved the formation 
of a precinct organization groupo A. outlined ill Arthur Waakow' • 
propoeal which waa approved at the Tueeclay, April Z5th meeting of 
the Waahington Spring Mobilisation Committee. the precinct organisation 
group wUl attempt to diecover thoae people in the Waahington area who 
are oppoaecl to the war but have not yet engaged iD any oraantsed 
anti-war activity" Thte program aeceaaltatea aD ~rganised door to 
doora precinct by preciDct canvaaaing effo~ It Will req.tre a full• 
time paid ataff conaiating mt.abnally of a profeaalODal organber and a 
aecretary., in addition to a larae amount of printed material for the 
uae of ita neighborhood workera. ID adclitloa to thla general outli.De, 
Mr. Waakow aubmittecl a three ataae program of actlrity whi_c;h iaeluded: 
1) A Waahington area &Qti-dr~ campaign ~arcla the ead of .JUDe con
aiating of a maaa clemonatratlon, perhapa ac:ta of civil cliaobedlence,· and 
lobbying on the HUl. 2} A aerie• of neighborhood cODfereDCea focued .C:m 
the idea of a 11 Feace and Freedom Budget" which woGld calmiaate la a 
metropolitean area conference OD the aame aubject about t..bor J)e.y • . . 

3) An effort to get Dlatrlct preatdentlal delegatee pledgecl to· Kiag, Spock, 
. Morse, or a p.&ce platfonD~ 

-
Thia project me-• that it will need •om• autonomy from the 

Sprina Moblliaatloa Committee both organi&atl~ly aad ftoancially .. 
Large doaora to the SpriD& MobUlaati'?D Committee ahould be P,Ued 
by thoae who did the faDcl raialng work to aee wllether they would prefer 
to aupport the Spring MobilisatiOD Commltt-.•a b1'0ad pi'Ogt"am, the 
precinct organization gi'Oup. or perhap• both,. 
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MASS ACTION 

Mass actions of the organized anti-war movement have been _the 
visible fraction of the huge iceberg of antiwar sentiment which exists 
throughout the nation. The existence and growth of a visible anti-war 
force contradicts and embarrasses Johnson' s assertion that the people 
of this country are unified in support of the Vietnam war and determined 
to see it through to military victory. The many demonstrations in the 
United States have inapired anti-war forces to action all over the world. 

The structure of the Washington Spring Mobilization Committee 
should provide for a sub-committee on Mass Action because nowhere 
is it more important that antiwar forces be conapicouou!J and growinr, 
than -in . the governmental eeat of the nation waging tbia unjusto immf'.ral 
waro 

Two tasks o f crucial importance to the · development of the 
movem~nt Dationally mut be ·~n up i~mecliat~ly .. 

The National Spring MobUization Committee has annotr..Aced plana 
for: 

U Representative anti -war leaders to come to Wa sb.i.ngton and 
tell J'ohnaon what they plea to do to make him atop the waro This ia 
to take place on May 17 D 18, aad 19o Also projected for thia three 
day period are demonstrations of mounting numbere~ of yteople to 
be accompanied by sympathy demonstration• in cities •H over the coun~'sY. 

The demoutration• here in Waahington maet be built tly the Spring 
Mobilization Committee,. 

Z) The Spring Mobilisation Committee Evab.&tion Coaferencee 
May ZOth and Zlst, which wUl take place at Hawthorne School, 6th and 
n Street•, So W,. Hundreds of anti-war activiate from all sect ions of 
the country to attend workahop•, plan the expans ion of the movement, 
.and project future activity are to a ttend. The otligation of our group 
is to work on bouaing arrangement• and to prerare information packet• 
for each delegate containing bu route informattonv maps of the Wa•hington. 
area,; and a conference ageDda .. 

Mter these · two prea•ing obligations to the national movement are 
met the Maes Action Committee can settle down to the mundane ~aineas 
of making •ure gl.:;)trified war mongers receivo a proper reception upon 
their return from the battlefield, such as th~) one recently given to 
General WeetmorelandQ 

..., ... .. 



EDUCATION 

The anti -war movement has grown a& people have learned 
the facts about the war., The many different groups who have joined 
the movement have joined as they learned how the war affects then:t~ 
The need to educate people about the war and to relate 1~he war to the 
various segn'lents of the population increases as the mo~ernent grows . 

We propose t hat the Washington Spring Mobilization Commitf·-l!e 
establish a aub~committee - an Education Committee~ We propo•~ that 
this committee concern itself with education about the wa r on va·. ious 
level&, Some of thes.e might ~elude .. 

1. Education of the anti-war movement itself~ Activte:a need 
to know the hii1Jtory of the Vietnam war up to the present. ifhen w e 
speak out against tbe war, we need to apeak out correctly c4d with 
full knowledge of ita many issues. 

~o Colle•e and High School Students. Studeats ha ;-e played a 
tremendou rolll. in the movemento Their numbers must be increi .aed 
ill .our ~ovement rmd this involves gettiDg the facts to the cam.ptmesa 

3o Labor Unioae, Workers must be educated so they recogmze 
that the war is not iD their interest, that it cause• ~.ncreased IDfi&tion 
and gives the government juatUication to mo1111t a ttat.ka on thE• right to 
atr~e. · 

4 . Civil Rights Movement., The war m Vietnam di.rKtly affects 
black people in the United States more than .any other grollpo They must 
know why it is in their own mtere•t to join the anti·war movement, 

S., Church group& 0 buaineaa groups , ne!ghborhcor.l group• and on 
and on. People must bow about this war 1-! 

We propose that the Eclucatlon Comr.littee establish various methoda 
by which to educateo Among theee could l:»e: 

1.. A Speaker• Bureau 
2o Movies 
3., Claaees and Seminars 
4o Leafleting 

We further propr.:lae that the l!:ducatiofJ. Committee concern itself 
with special educational projects., These m ight include; 

1" The War Crilnea Tribunalo This ia coming up soon. It need» 
to be publicized and the facta should be gotten to everyone., 

---- :---··· .... ... . 
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Zo Campus Complicityo Students should receive aid and 
encouragement in exposing war-machine projects on their campuseao 
Here in Washington0 at American University" the Cooperative 
Institute for Research in the Social Sciences plots 'pacification~ projects 
for U" S" Marines to implement in Vietnam and in general 8tudiee 
bow the impoverished of the underdeveloped .. world may be•t be kept 
in their placeao Professox-a and students at American University are 
diecu.sing ways to protest this demeaning CiA front on their campus" 
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DEFENSE 

It is extremely important that the antiowar movement defend 
itselfo The movement must become consc:ious of itself as a group~ 
operate . aa a group, and defend itself as a group.. The concept of 
"an attack on one is an attack on all" must be understood and 
practiced by everyone in the movement. Ae the a.nti-wa.r movement 
grows, so will threats against it. As the movement become a a fc-ec:e 
to be dealt with& it will be dealt with and not always in the kind~st of 
ways t The Uo So governmeat must know from the outeet that W-' will 
not let them pick off our leaders or intimidate our members. When 
the government threatens one of us, it must know that all of us are 
prepared to fight. The people in the movement alao must Jr.now that 
we will defend ourselvesQ If they do not, they will be der,1.oralized by 
govemment threats designed to intimidate and isolate us. Every 
American must know that he can add his voice to the pr~test againet 
the war aDd that he will not be deses-ted by his fellows if he should 
come under attack. 

The anti ... war movement already bas before it many examples 
of peraeeution by the govermnento Lto Howef a young officer, was 
given a dishonorable diacbarge for participating m .& peace demonstra
tion_ although he was off duty and in civilian eloth10so The Fort Hood 
Threep Privates Samas, Mora., and Johnson, we~:e given prison terms 
of three to five years for refWilbig an. _order to ;.!O to Vie·mam'. Private 
Howard Petrick, another Go L at Fort 'Hoodp fa now · faclng possible 
court martial chargee for exercising his cons~itutional right to free 
apeech iD voicing his opposition to the war in private c:cnveraationa with . 
other G .. L 1& .. 

Students are sornetbnea threatened by high school 1!4nd university 
administrations for demonstrating their anti-war views. We have 
witnessed a local example of student pr.ll:secuti,on at Howard University 
where anti-draft ciemonstratozoa .are under the threat cl.' severe disciplinary 
action~ 

~e propose that the Wa•hiagton Spring MoMllzation Committee 
establish a sub ... comniittee - A Committee for Defenaeo We propoa.e . ~ 
the function of this committee b0 t<~ gather the complete facts about each 
caae.. Then to disseminate thefJe facts to the various peace groups in the 
Washington area. Thia commit."tee eh<,uld work closely with the National 
Committees set up for the aeparate cases.. 'I'hi11 committee should be 
re•ponaible for raising fund• for local defense work in addition to funds 
needed by the National Committees. 

We propose· that this conunittee coosodhlate an<ll direc;: t actione 
appropriate to the va:riou• ~aseao It should use the tnilitary cases as 
a means of reaching the troops~ educating them ora the war-issue and 
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on their own civil liberties. It should use this means to let the 
troops kDow that the anti~war movement is on the ir aide and is in 
their beat interesto Washington~ Do C., is a strategi~e location for 
leafieting the troops on these cases and this should be done in a 
consciencouse ol!."ganized fashion~ 

Private Pet:ri~k0 s ease is in the hands of the Pentagon. The 
committee could orgaoize pickets and demonstrations to protest thi11 
action0 [f m fact Private Petrick ia court ma?tialed~ a large protest 
demonstratiort should be o&-ganized. 

The Howard Ullliversity •tliaent01 sllould be re~e&VJ.Dg full support 
from the anti -war moveJn.~nt. Thia committee could organize that 
support in whatever way it deemed . most helpful after full information 
was obtained - be it fundae pressure on the admint.t ration, publicity~ 

and legal aid. 

' 
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PROFOSAL ON FURPOSE, STRt i CT t.IRE _, J\ ND 
TASKS FOR THE W 1\SHil-~'- .iTON SPRING MO£. E .... IZATION 

COMMITTEE 
· ... . . 

II To· rriairitain a ' radical . a:J.ti -War .- coalition. is · - ~ 1Hficult 
·ariq ;cietidite 'ta-sk. :· It is not, . be , 'it ' nqt~-~; .- an attemP.t: ·to 

' · merge parti~·s-- 'or build a .poHtical , ,coaHtion but: · a. _co:. 
operative effort of- individuals covering -a wic:Ie. spread 
~f opinion. · It deinan'ds a high . sense of ·· respo~sibility 
~n every·· one' s·· part. · .. :- Nor does it · require slur:ring over 

; dlfferences · ahd~ · avoiding · genuine dial-ogue, ·but rather, · 
in a 'notable -phi-ase. of Buber•s·,- - 'bearing t}lese -- dfffere:n-

' ces in comrrioii •-. II' _,._. -
' \ : • ....... .. · . ', I 

:! ·. ' : . . • 

,. ' .. ;; 
.; ' I ·, 

. . ·.··.: 

\, ' - ,. 
.. A. :-J. Muste 
'

11
. The ' =Cleveland Conference and ' After'', 

· The Mobil~.z~r. Vol. '1, No. 1: , December 
~ . 19 ;: ;:19.66.. . - .. 

-~ : . :-.. .... I ' .: : .. . :: : ... . I ~ .. I •• 

• . : - • - . . . - ·.•. . ~ .. ; t • :. . . .. ·- . . • -

... The 'Spring Mobilization: ·.'Cominitte'e : ha.·~ ··; pl<:l,y~·d:_ an- importp.nt role 
in 'the development of lthe· antiwar ·move·ment . in Washington._; F~n· the 
fi-r~t_-. · tiiTie ' all ' of the ·different s'egme'nts '·of ' the - ~~vement _have __ united ' 
t_lieir ·effoi-ts ' -.. for a common en-d. ·· This· has,· .had the . obvioti·s a.avantage of 

.. . eli:minatin:g· duplication an d. ; enabling . us 'to reach ·m o re .o f: .the _· Washington 
-c~mmunity ·than ever· before; · The result is i~pres si~e.: _· three.· to five 
tp.ousand Wa-shington · people were mdbilize·d to partiCipate in the April 
15 de~onstration . 'in · New··· York. : · · · . : . : 

T-he· m ·obilization ·its eli -is · over·. But the need· for . the Spring Mob-
.··: : 

ilization Committee as a co'6rdinating body continues, · . :tv1apy people have 
. recently "been'·• attracted to . the 'antiwar movemen~ -who '.b:t:£6re ha_d not' been 
conneCted with established p~ace organizations .- . :.We r~.:u .st p~oyide these 
ne~ -- p~o-pie · w_i.th the opp·oTt-unity to p·art-icipate i~ ·. a~~: i~~y~r ,acH~it'ies that 
·suit their interest and composition. ·s tudent activi s-:: s, fo r 'example, tend 
tc) p~~,f~r mass action 'and a~ti·._·draft Wt>'rk to.- -dq:u:r ·.t 9 . (16~~ p!reCinct can
vassing~ '. : However ; "the -latter activity _ has• g~e<;1.t · C\:ppe.al to yq:up.g married 
couples ~nd many experienced · peace - _. activist$. ~ . ... ·. . 

. . ,· . : : . ·• ~ : . ! : 
. . i : :· : :, 

· : . ; . :: 
· Diff.3rerit individual-s · have · differe.nt i.-de~-s a.s. .to the ._ki,nd of action 

they feel is most app ropriate . These differing plans of ac~i.<?n are by 
· no means mutually ex clusive or even competitive. Rather, they are 
best seen as complementary efforts toward building increasing public 
opposition to the Vietnam war. The consistent pressure of mass demon
strations keeps the peace issue in the forefront of the minds of those 
with authority in the government as well as in the entire body politic. 
This pressure enables the building of concrete opposition to the war at 
the precinct level. 

All must recog~ize that limiting the scope of activity of the 
Spring Mobilization Committee to any one project, especially when it 
is accomplished by a thin majority vote, will surely lead to a 
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splintering and weakening of the moverpent. Those who are not 
vitally interested in the project undertaken will draft away. The way 
to prevent this is to have a number of projects structured as sub
committees, coordinated by the Spring Mobilization Committee, and 
represented on · its Steering ·Committee. 

The organizational advantages of the coordinating approach are 
obvious. The Spring Mobilization Committee could reduce the amount 
of duplication . by the sub~committees. It could canvass the members on 
its mailing lists for their preferences and .match individuals with projects 
that interest them. As special projects are foreseen, such as housing 
for participants in the May 20-21 Mobilization Conference or the anti
draft campaign proposed for the end of June, the membership of the 
Mobilization Committee_ should be informed of the project's plans and 
needs . .. . All those inter.ested in .planning the project and working on it 
could form a special project committee which could draw on people from 
all of the sub-committees. The Mobilization Committee could receive 
reports on sub-committee and project work and inform its general mem 
bership. It could inform its members of the public activities of esta
blished peace groups. And most importantly, the Spring Mobilization 
Committee, with its broad representation of the Washington community, 
could involve many new people in the activities of the anti-war movement. 

'. 
Another question of great importance is the structural relation_ship 

of the sub-committees to the broad Spring Mobilization Committee. While 
this is a question which will have to be answered in the day to day activity 
of each sub-committee, it ca,.n be stated now, as a general principle, that 
each sub-committ~e should determine for itself the degree of autonomy 
it desires according to its individual requirements of structure, staff and 
finance under the broad framework of the Spring Mobilization Committee. 

Most of the potential activities of the Spring Mobilization Committee 
may be classified under four general headings - p.::ecinct c::·ganization, 
mass action, education, and defense. We propose thc:.t these be. formally 
established as sub-committees under the Spring Mobilizati-on Committee. 
Additional sub-committees should be established as the need for them is 
felt. 



'· .. : . .. 
; . : . ' ,· ·, 

· PRECINCT ORG-ANIZATION 
. . . . . , : 

.... . '_l'he Spri:ng ·· Mobilization Cozt?.mitt·~.e . h~s· CI.PProve.cl- the formation 

. _of. a ,_p·r_ecinct. _.organization · gro.tip·. :.A's ' ~_utH_ned in ,Arthur '. Waskow's 
· ·: )>~~p~sal, ·w}?.jc·h .was .appr~)Ved' 'at· ·t:he ' :Apr'il 'zs~~- me.e_ting of the Wash

ington Spring Mobilization Committee,, . the . _preci't:lct . organization group 
wi_l,l at_t,e.mpt , to.: dis.cover ·those ·p-e·ople · i:n ·_ th~ )Vashi~gton area who are 

. . ·oppo~e~ . ~o . the wa·r ···but hav-e ·'no't ·yet ~rigaged · in .. any o .rganized antiwar 
' · · a_ctiyi~y~ . .. This program nece'S'sitates ·. in ·organized door to · door, precinct 

)>y . pr~c~.rtFt' canvassing effort'.: · •: It w111 re .qui.~e a f:ull-time .paid staff 
· ··.: ·consist~~g min~mally. of a ·professibila:C ~r_ganizer .a;nd a .secretary in 
.. ·. add?.tion _to ·: a . tlarge ·.·am·ount· of . j?rint~d n1ate'r_ial . for the use · of its neighbor

.... . hobd - ~;o~k~-~s • .. Mr. ;. Waskow <ilso · s\.ilmii'tt~·c{ a ' pr.o.grarn· of activity which 
·· ·. ·inCl'Uded: · · · 

1) A series of neighborhood conferenc_es focused em the- idea of a 
II F-e ace . apd .. Fz:-eedom . Bu:dgetH:. wh'ich wouid -~-ulmi~'ate. in a ·metropolitan 
·area . c~nference .on .th·e· .:sa.~e ··subJect : abo'u(Labor · pay:.:. . . 

·. 2) J\n .. effort - to :·get :-Dist-ric-tt. 'pr·esid'ei).Hat' delegates pledged to 
Dr. ·· · , Ki~g ; _ . Benjamin Spock, .. Wayne · Mo-~se· , ·.·or .· mf!ndated to support a 
peace · p latform. .. 

!. . . . 

. The ·:needs of the project·· t~qui·:r·e ' tha~· ·.i{h~y,e ·.s:ome autonomy from 
· · the Spr~ng Mol;>ilization , Committee ! b~th ·orgapizationally· and fina-ncially • 
.. . La,rg·e donor .~ to . :the Sprin g ·Mobilization Com~itt.ee . shol.,l].d be polled by 
. th~s~ _. wh~ . did .. the fund . raising"• -w·ork' 'to 'see whether they w.ould · prefer to 
· ·suppo'rt the . broad program of the Spring Mobili-zation Committee, the 

precinct organization gro.up, or perhaps both • 

. ' ' ' ... . 
' .~ o ~ I • • •• • • : , 

-: :: MASS ACTION 
-·:· . . 

--: -· : ·' . 

Mass actions . of the orgariiz~d antiwa:_r move~ent have- ·been the 
.. ~is~ble, _(racti~n -of th.e huge · ic'eber'g o.l antiw..ar .sent,ime-nt which exists 

·. through.out the nation. The···existence and .. gro~th ~f a vi r,ible antiwar 
· · fo ·r~e c~ntra~·i:ds and embarrasses Johnson~s -~ss~rtion- that the people 

of th~s_ c_our..try ar·e unified . .-in' suppor~ _o'f' .the-· Viet~<;~.m w_ar and dete:rmined 
to see i_t th_l,"pugl) to· military vict6'ty~ · : The ~any . de;non~trations in the 
United Stca.tes have .inspired·: antiwar forces · to · action aU -:over . :the wo'rld. 

. ~ . . . - r ~ . . . . . 

. Tpe . structure .of the . Washingtori ·spring._ Mobilization Committee · 
should Pr.o.~ide . ,{c;>r .. ·a sub-committee· on }via.ss_, Action. . Nowhere· is it 
more 'import_a nt , .th~t - .antiwar :forces·· be . conspiCllOUS- and growing than ·. 
·in · the' go~.-e~nmental . seat -of the nat~on waging. tllis, ut).just, ·immoral war. 

• ( • • . -· • • -. : •• - · t •• • ,•, • • • •• 

: .t\\r0.~ask~-. - :<?f -~;uc~~l '· ·impo.rtance to · tile ci~~~lop~e-nhof the · movement 
n~tional1y rp).l_St b_e . taken : up now~ :: '-The National Spring Mobilization Com-
mittee has announced plans for: . 



1) Representative . antiwar leaders to come to Washington and 
tell Johnson what they plan to do t6 make .him stop the war. 
This activity will take place on May 17, . 18, and 19. Also pro- · 
j.ected for this three-day perioP. are demon-strations of increasing 
numbers of" people which are to be accompanied by sympathy 
demonstrations in cities throughout the country. The demonst'ra
tions he_re in Washington · can best be built by the Spring Mobiliza
tion Committee. 
2) The Spdng. Mobilization Committee Evaluation Conference, May 
20th and 2.1st, will take pla~e in Washington. Hundreds of antiwar 
activists from all sections of the country are to attend workshops, 
plan the expansion of the movement, and project future activity. 
The obligation of our group is to work on housing arrangements 
and to prepare information packets for each delegate containing 
bus route information; maps of the Washington area, and a con- · 
ference agenda. 

After these two pressing obligations to the national movement are 
met the Mass Action sub-committee could settle down to the business 
of making sure that glorified war mongers receive a proper reception 
upon their return from the battlefield~ · such. as the one recently given 
to General Westmoreland. 

Those working in this committee would be responsible for initiating 
the work of building future national demonstrations when they are announced 
by the National Spring Mobilization Committee. They would be the group 
best prepared to organize the anti -draft demonstrations projected for 
late June. 

EDUCATION 

The antiwar movement has grown as people have learned the facts 
about the war. · The many different groups who 4ave joine d the movement 
have come in as they learned how the war a~fected them. The need to 
educate people about the war and to relate. t,he war to the · interests of 
various segments of the . population increases as the movement grows • 

. We propose that the Washington Spring Mobilization Committee 
establish a · sub-c~ommittee on Education. We propose that this committee 
concern its.elf with .. education about the war on various levels. Some of 
these might include: 

1. ·Education of . the antiwar movement itself. Act~vists need to 
know the history of the Vietnam war up to the present. When we speak 
out against the war, . we need to speak out correctly and with. full know
ledge of its many. issues. 

2. College and High School Students. Students have played a tre
mendous role in the 1novement. Their numbers must be increased in 
the movement and this involves getting the facts to the campuses. 

.. 



3. Lab or Unions . Work ers must be educated so that they 
reco gnize. that the war is not in their interest, that it causes increased 
inflation and g ives the government justification to mount attacks on the 
right to st~ike. They must know that t,he fight for better living standards 
~nd .. the fi ght; against war ar'e indentical struggles, · 

. 4. · Civil Rights Movement. The war . in Vietnam directly :affects 
black . people in the United ~tates . more than any o'ther g roup. They must 
know why it . is in the ~ r .own interest to. join the ~ntiwar movement. 

5. Church g roups, business groups, neighborhood groups and on 
and on. People must know about this war! 

. We propose -that the . Education Committee establish various methods 
. by which to. educate. Among these couid be: 

1. A Speakers Bureau. 
2. Movies. 
3, Classes and Seminars. 
4. Leafleting. 

We further propose that the Education Committee concern itself 
with special · educational projects. These might include ; 

1. The V{ar Cr,imes Tribunal . in Stockholm. ' The inve~tigations and 
findings of the . Tribunal should be given maxim_um publicity~ 

2. Antidraft Activity. We should devise projects to educate ghetto 
and . high school youth about the draft issue. 

3. Campus Complicity. Students should receive aid and encourage
ment in exposing war,...machine projects on their campuses. Here in 
Washington, at American University, the Cooperative_ Institute for Research 
in the Social S~iences plots 'pacification' projects for U.S~ marines to 
implement in Vietna:m and in general studies how the impoverished of the 
underdeveloped · wo.rld may best be kept in their placea Professors and 
students at .American · University are discussing ways to protest this 
demeaning CIA front on their campus. 

DEFENSE 

It \ .s extremely important that the antiwar movement defend itself. 
The movement must become conscious of itself as a group, operate as 
a group, an~ defend itself as a group. The concept of "an attack on one 
is an attack on all" must be understood and practiced by everyo.ne in the 
movement. As the movement becom~s a force to be dealt with, it will 
be dealf with and not always in the kindest of ways! The U.S. government 
must know from the outset that we will not let them ·pick off our leaders 
or intimidate our ranks. When the government threatens one of us, it 
must know that all of us are prepared to fight. The people in the move
ment also must know .that we will defend ourselves. If we do not, we 
will be demoralized by government threats designed to intimidate and 
isolate our forces,; Every American must ·know that he can add his voice 
to the protest against the war and that he will not be deserted by his 
fellows if he should' come under attac.'k. . ' 



... 
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.The ant iwar movement ·already -_h a:s before it many exam.ples of . 
persecutio~ by th·e. govern.~ent. Lt.· .. ,Howe·, ~ you~g· :officer, _ ~as given 

·a dishonorable discharge for partl.cipating in·.- a peace derJ?.onstration al
though h~ w~~- off _duty_ :and :··in civjlia.~ ·c~othes. ·T~e Fo . .l·t Hoo'd Th.ree, 
Privates Samas, · Mora,~ and J9nnson w·ere giveri .. prison ter~s : o( ·_th~e.e 
to five years for refusing ari orde:r : .to go to Vietriam.·. ' f'rivate Howard 
Petrick, another G. i.' at · Fort Hob.d, ·:is ·' now facing possible· court .martial 

'· . chi:1.'rg~s 'for exercising his constit~tional · right to. free . ;;·peech ·i-n voiting 
opposition' to the war in private conversation~ . with other G. I.'s. 

r • . ··, . . • : .... . 
. . \ 

Students are sometim·e .. s . thr~ateri:'ed . by. ·high school and university 
. · ·: administrations. · for · pemonstrating their antiwar views. ,We ·have wit

~essed a loc~l example ·'o'£ student persecution at · Howa~4 University where 
anti-draft demon·strato~s ·are under. "the ·' threat of severe disciplinary action. 

. ' . .. . . . : ·· . : 
.' t 

We p~opose that the : Was.hi·~gton· Sp.ring Mobilization Committee 
establish a sub-committee: .; A Comin'ittee' for Defense~ We propose 
that the functlori of . this committee be to ·.g.ather the compl'ete facts about 
each case and to disseniinate ·- the.m to the p~ace· · groups hi the Washington 

·area~ . .. \This ·commi'tt~~ should- work 'closely . with · the Na;tional Committees 
set up for ·tne· s·eparate ·case-s .• . Th:is com~~i:tee . _ sho.uid be · respons-ible 
for raising funds fot . ~ocal d'efense' '\v'ork in addition · to funds needed by 
the Nationai ·· Committees .' ·. · 

. ' .J . 

We propose that th,is c~~mitte'e: c~~r-(Hriate ; a.nd direct'- actioris 
.. . . . ' . " . . I . . 

appropriate· to the various · cases. ' It ·should' u'se the. military "cases as 
~ . means of reaching the tr'o'ops : . educ'ati~g ·' them on the war issue and 
on their own ~iyil · Hb.~rties. It shoUld ·use tp.is means ' to let the troops 
know that the antiwar .' movement is on their · side and ·is in their ·best 
inte-re~t. Washi.ngt_on, D. C. is a strategic location for leafleting the 
·troops on 
orgimized 

. ~I , I ' . . 

these cases arid this should be done in a conscientious; · 
fashion~ 

~ · .. 

Private ·Petrick's case is in · the hands of the. Pentagon. The com
mittee .could organize · demonstrations . to p'rote·3t tl-l~ s ;:( r.::t~.:Yi.1. If in fact 

.·Private Petrick is · ~ourt r:na.rt_ia:l~d, - ~· lar.ge prote_st demonstration should 
be organized. :• • ', 'l 

L 

4 

. . •: . t1C 0 $~1!1 l! 
. ~he . Ho:vard _ ,Ynivers~ty s~~~ents ·. sho~ld ·be rec-~iving full s_ufpo_rt -Yfj 

· fr~m the anhwar . ,movement. 'Thts · c.omm1tte·e .. could organize that support 
in whaiever; way it deemed .most helpfu.l after ' fult"'information was obJ:i{~ed -

be it funds, ~r~s-:ure on . t~e -~·dini~ist~at~(m~ · ~uplicity, or l?Jl ·a1'd • . 

. · .... " . . ' Li·~ 
:, This paper is submitted a~· . ~ . contrib~tion to1 the. dtstussi~n .on 

perspective and o .. r.ganization now tak\ng place.· withi~ the Spring Mobilization 
·Committee. All those whq are in essential agre~ment with j.ts p;roposals 

. or with questions. about . them shoU:ld con,tact . the under~igned • 

Linda Wetter, Secretary, Spring . , 
Mobilization Committee, (387 -7955) 

.. 
Paul,a Reimer.s, Chairman, American 
University Committee for the Study 
of Foreign Policy Alternatives (363 -9728: 



MOBILLKATION DIRECT ACTION PROJECT 
PART I 

.... . ·~ _ -:f~J.:J• ·~ .. .i:!.- ::: r: : . 

The National Mo~il. :ir:~~ti§>!)s PaS, OR• ~ey_(!fakfJ~j:;ions, reaff~rmed ~,ts _c9~tmen~ .t9 ::r. · 

develop a s.t~ategy of-,-~u~~~~n-~9 ~onfrot)t~ion. ~~h the warma~~J·s. . T~~-· ce.ntral long- l~erm .. ~.. . 
assessments---which. und,e,rJ.y.::. ~li.C.h ~- stra·tegyri a.~.~ tlire·efota. ·_ 1)' ""! fie ·grass::r(;)ots 'Qpposilfo.P~-;~ · :·~ 
to tM w~..: ~ ·S· Sl,l_ ffj.ci~nt.ly W:i'~e~pread t~·hd i :ft:prop_.erly mobilized, ;i.t i .s capable of ·r.'. 
seriou~J"";Y,-:Tmp~dfn&-"-th~ : !'1.~-~~;fprt .'~ --~ot ·ijl~~jly~,p~ot.es·~lrig 'Tt. .. _2) .... . Lf--an aren_a of ~ctio.n, ,; .. :. J , 
alterna1:,i:ve to Johns9nr s !'4!1.1lC.~1 : of det(th;~', ~,~1prop.e,r-h pl~ced- l,>e~ore .th,e American :-p~·op.le, ·. · ·-~-
a sufficiently large se8IDent will choose such an arena. of. life . so as to make- ~ontinuation · 
of the war impossible. 3) Any progtam capable of mo~ing people in this direction will, 

:::_ :: 
by it-~rv~ry _na~.tg,~,1 also e-du~~~~ ... p~~rl~ 4-:,n)4he. ~t-~~J:-ions .of :so.c-ial change _· 9nd accep.tance 
of increased responsibility _ -for r s~cll - cbai\_ge. Tha.~ power of, confrontatiop. str.ategy as a 
means of educating people about . issues a~-d tnOvi.ng th~ to action has be~n amply demon-

--strateooy ·the Freedom movement..... This educational funct.J,.on must remain central in all 

1-

of our , th~n.ki n&; ~n:d P:la;nni.~g :. · · 
.. J .!r.tr·:J ""ii -.r·10J.-: , _ :-:· _::cc 

When an-attempt is made to translate this commitment to a strategy of confrontatio~ 
into more ~~~l-~~~' .. p-rogrammatic· terms a rtumo~r of short -term considera-tion~. and ·goals 
emerge wb,i~lil; - illlPO:P<~.n.\atural l>ou~dary lines wi·thin. which such a program mus!: il.!f,e • . I shall 
attemp_t.~.~o., su_tttmat-i~e - the major points that have so· emerged after several : we.eks .. of con
sultatiq~J,W.l~h var-i-o\J.s -i~dividuals and groupings within -. the peace and freedom movement, 
and ~~: .9\j:.t{'i~e a progJ"am of actions which fall within these b~undaries. 

The th!me·L~ust be so deJined that a maxi~m - number of people can relate to it emotion
a lly or ;in~ellectuaHy ev~-n ·if . they cannot participate programmatically. It· must be as 
simple _as possible for ease of communication. 

! .; . - . 
The physical target or targets .must be chosen . so that a s~a.ll . gJ:oup of people can 

execute a significant action. At the same time, the targets must also be relevant to 
groups . from _different regions, dra_ft resisters; V!'lt:erans, pre>fessi9nals, Black Americans, 
e tc. 

. J . .; ·" 

. :·. 

The most stringent requirements apply to the po_ssiJ:l~e p-rogram of action themsel,~~s.r. : .o -1' .. . ~ 
1) The program must be of sufficient militancy to' reflect the growing strength and 

c~tment of the movement and to capture the attention of the country. As . much a-sr,U :J 
r,>ossible, it must be oriented around demands rather than requests or protest-s. . .,,, : n- 0 ,_, 8 :c' 

2), · The . act-ions .must be easily e:?q>lainai>le and .easily repeatab-l-e. The" poss~~-p.ityc.r 
of establishing a simple pattern of action is essential if we hope to be able to sus~ai.n.J :; 1rr9::: 

it an4 .. .J~.uild on it for October 21 . .and after. , .. 
3}. The actions should- be a ,stimulan~ t.o . ;lo9<a~: and regional activity. .:for this, apd H.,ri·.

other reasons, the actions should not make large manpower demands for their, et.fective .,, , uw> 
execution. . . -,_,_ L _ : •.. : 

~ 

4) The action. must be conceived and executed, as an integral part of ~n.J pve.f-_,.,.i'l~l- y,') :d-:':'': 

program of which the October 21 confrontation is a k~y part. :v·!,. : L .;::; , .• t: · ... 1: :.:·,~· 

... J 
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PART . II : .1. 

.. 
One of the .most inq)ressively dynamic; parts of t.P~- !P.~ace .m9Y,~tiJ.ent in the past severd 

montha ha6 peen the · resi5ta~ce to the dJ;'jift, deapit~ - ~h~ !·_great . p,ecr;sona.l risks involved 
for participants -and -9rganizers. ·.r The res.t of the p~a~e· community, .. ·ltpwever, pas been at 
a lo~s . ~Qf a strat~gy-.:ot~er t:ha.p_,.support p-f res:i,~t~t:-S ;:{·4'l~n .: pos_si4>_le)" and,:the.- circu}.atiQ.n· 
of "advocacy and complicity" statements. ·The organized efforts _qf ,! a:4u~t · suppor_t ,- g:;-oup.-s .. ·:: 
are absolutely essential sc;>,: lq~g. ~~ yopn9 ,draftable men are allowed to carry the major 
burden of t~.e . s~r1,1-ggJ,e. ,, HQ,~~~~-~~ : .Jt is ··not surprising that these efforts lack the 

.. ' • · ...... .;., JJ\~- •J •.• · l -- ~.. . •4 
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' 

·, 
' -· -~ 

Bruce_Hartford
Typewritten Text



.... ~--'~.::~'r' : ' ;;.D.f~~7;>7~ :'·:: 
·: 'j 

Page 2 

dynamism an_d directness of the draft r esistance movement itself. It seems completely 
obv i ous ._.t,h.a_t a' logical. and necessa'ry 'po·sition fc~ the entire peace connn.unit_y : to tpke' ~s : 
"no mor~ "&_o,ys f or Vietb am. : We need ·t b'em at home~ . " We must be·· willing ·-~t.o. say .. ~q ·:t h.e. .. _ ~.,. 
congress.eind .the .J ohnS'o'n Adminis trat-ion , with a s much force and commitment .: as $~0~- by: _--.;. ·-:.- , r·•· 

~he draf.fdr:~sfster_ : , _w_e \ ·tl l l n9t . :iet you take o;..;r boys to fight in ;this.st,lp i; da! barbar.QU.s,-.... ,'·.,;:· 
1. llegal wa~. Unti l we take --~hh position, we ar e pursuing the same pohcy.·;as t -he .g~Jv..et;.n~ u -' ::r ~lZl 
ment . _-.W~ -e~~ce our young _men ~ !the draft resisters, on the front line of o.ul: , ;J;attl~ ~~ J -· :.· :.~r.; 
che er tfiem·:~n _ safely _ £rcm ' the s i delines. _ ';f'1.' .. ,_·· ·.<:·,: .. :-.i.:" r; 

: ·•- -· ' ' • -• I 

-.-.~ r ·.:r.~:-:· .. l f.-

Th~ -- natiirai t~p;~e~~ ,: ~~r _such a catnP.aign are those instruments of government q;i.rectly-. .. t 1 rJ 
responsible for cr~ a.ting · and· executing manpower procuretnent policy. 

A) The Armed··=services Committees of the House and Senate. 
B) The Serectl.ve S~fvice~ 'Me-adql~-arters : 

It is a fortunate cir cumstance t hat , due to the physical set-up 
G. small group of p_eople willing to risk arrest can impede their 

... 'I ~ ! ' • • • • f '• •! ' : ':""! •') 

:· f;.· •' I , i·j 

of each of these places, 
proper funct i oning. 

.. :::: 

I P?=?Pb
1
se tba t -- the ·action i n Washi ngt on , D . C ~ - o·egin w'he:n Congress _reconvenes_. J?n_ 

Septembe~~J ~.; ,fol:lpw~n'--g_' the Labor _piiy ' recess . '' i\.t . that time-, and for a1 p.er~iod of ab!~ut _._ _ - ~ •:~:-~ 
two week_~!!~--~~"t~~-- ·grqup_~'-,should beg'in 'to vi ;sl_t ·,bnt.h ~Armed Services Committees with $pecific .. J.;,; 

proposa l s centered on aboli shing the · draf t .- ·~The se: groups ··should .be- J:l t!epa_r:ed· to demand ,, 
that they be heard and give n priority over all other business o£ ··the. co)Dlll;i. ptee. Assuming, 
as wi l l cer t~inly be_ t he ca se, that t he group s ri l l not even receive an opportunity to 
present the ~f' ~a·§e ;: ~ 't!!e·'~ould be compelle d t'cFmo~ ,e · ;to· ·the second phase o£ our -a c;?:~iqn.. ·. 
Name ly; t o d'i~t\ipt 'J nd,· if pos s ible, t ·o clo:a·e d• •wrt -the Selective servi.ce ,'Sea4q.~rter·_s~ The 
t i metable here suggested would i nvolve about t wo w~eks of activity at:: t-ber. C.ongr-e_ssional 
Committe~s . anq. __ a maximum of three weeks at Se le ·,tive Service Headquarters prior to October 
16 when t'~e 1~~g:€ ·dra·f e r es i stance de'nions t r ·a fi.Ons' are p1anne_~-~-- ·. _, · ~,,, J .s -h:• . . 

j;;. ··~ ~. ~ ~::'<;_J_:_; .. ' r.'.', - _;_:,· . ·, •i ... _: • . . -- - -:- ;·; ;~:._ , --;--::------~--:-:---·. 
As t h1. s ac t on gai n·s vi--sibfiYty , it wiLl -' se rve -as an l!mpetus for 1.oca:t-:a--mQitS ..,a~t""'m""'e~d-"':: 

a t closing down draft boards, induct i on centers, recruiting stations , and so on. It will . , _ 
n lso set , 17?~ . :g~t, io~~~ - stage f~r the October 16 action of draft resisters as well as the 
Octobel;'_ ... ~ l - cori~:!;:~~t~ff._on _ in \o?asliington, D.C. _; .. lJ.;•: -.-, __ <·:) r ·'-~ ;; • ' ; ' · --

If this pr~g~a):!l· ;~ - t~_ he adopted, a great -de iiil of -· preparation can! and should-=r be _started 
a s soon as ~ pqssible--;- -,:-'- : _ ' __ ;o_ - ---~-- - -··:.l ' :o: .. · , _ .• ,_ _ .. 

1) · Organizing the groups: -t:hat will be willing<' to go to Washingtoo-- and :est ab i;ishine. · 
tentativ~ · Cla.tes. --· -'-~- --~-- ·: :;;-; __ ., .; 'f. 

·----·· --~ ··-··- ----- .. 
2), ].lrep?r?tions can be made ~o visit the local office's of Se-nators· ·and Congressmen_ ,;(;,_: ·j; 

when they~·cpme :hpme ;fo_r _.their Labor; Day recess'~( Sept·. , 11 
-- s·ept·. 11) ._;_, T<he confrontati on: t. 

Call Start · at that time. . .·:·' i:'' · · I · .. . ;f~: 
3) Special groups m?Y draw up specific demands anc cour~es of action particular to ·, ,y! 

their ow.-l interests, eg.; a) Parents' of sons between 18 and 21 years of-: age . might be 
prepared to exercise their responsibilitie-s as legal ';gaardians in creative ways •.. !his -, .. ,,._,, 
could include the stand that they will not permit any_ communicatioss from t~e s.s. Boards -
to reach their sons, as well as the demand that the Boaros cease a1.1 common±cati-on lo~-i t 
their sons. This could become an issue for signature gathering as well as delegations to 
~·1ashington. b) Vietnam Veterans opposed to the war might demand that they be allowed to 
send a 5tatement of their own to all draftable men on the S.S. rolls. 

Much more .work can be done to develop other creat i ve actions for young women, profes
sionals, .B,~ac~ · ,Ame:dcans and other grouping~ : I ·believe ' that with proper planning 'Such a 
program. ci~ s~gned .to physically stop· the induction of our · young men into · the armed .;forces . 
can beco'IJle .. th~ '"freedom ridet> 11 of the Peace movement. The Armed Services . Committee - rooms, ~ 
t he Selecdve ~ S.~~ice offices in Washington and locally can become the · countet>parts :af tge, _-_ 
"l:.1nch counter~?" of the South. - ' · · ~' · 

~.!] .. 1. ! I 

,I 
'r submitted by Robert Greenblatt · ' 1 

• • ' .. _,-, ;·. 

Mobill.zation· co:.. cnaimein· 1· ·; ,.,,, 

Project Director - Direct Action 
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Preliminary Draft 

THE PEACE FORCE: A PROGRAM FOR DIRECT ACTION AND RADICAL EDUCATION 
Submi~ted to the Spring Mobilization Committee by Robert Greenblatt 

It is an ever more widely recognized fact that the unilateral u.s. intervention 
in Vietnam is not an aberration in an otherwise acceptable u.s. foreign policy. 
Rather, it is an outgrowth and extreme example of an American foreign policy which, 
over a long period of time and under a variety of administrations, has been ready 
and willing to rely on the full destructive capabilities of an unprecedented and 
unmatched military might to enforce a narrowly defined national interest. Adopting 
the ostrich-like posture that social revolutions anywhere in the world constitute a 
threat to u.s. national security and acting unilaterally as self-appointed policemen 
of the world, this country has moved swiftly since World War II to replace and sur
pass Germany as the unprecedented threat to world peace and social progress. 

Both in the formulation and execution of these policies in Vietnam and elsewhere, 
we have exhibited the sa~e kind of blindness to the real problems and needs of the 
p·eoples of the world as ~e have to the problems and needs of segments of our own 
people at home. There is an alarming parallel between our policies towards the 
underdeveloped non-white nations of the world and the economically and politically 
disenfranchised non-white population at home. Cloaked in empty pieties and the 
rhetoric of freedom and democracy, this country is quickly becoming the Mississippi 
of the world. It becomes crucial, therefore, to see bow well we have learned the 
moral and strategic lessons taught us by the civil rights movement and bow capable 
we in the peace movement are of applying them on this larger and more critical scale. 

The decision taken by the Spring Mobilization at its Workshop Conference in 
Washington D.C. to advocate and develop organized resistance and nonviolent direct 
action as part of its program was one which was forced upon the peace movement by 
existing political realities and not taken lightly. It is a decision absolutely 
necessary when the elected and appointed members of our national government violate 
and erode the very social contracts upon which their authority rests. For this is 
the true meaning of such a euphemism as "the credibility gap," the palatable name 
given to the structured practice of evasions, distortions and lies by public officials. 
Evidences of breaches in this social contract are exposed everyday in our public 
media. Stories of CIA subversion of our academic instituations, jingoist venom 
pouring forth from public officials at all levels, hysterical calls by legislators 
that we do away with the first amendment and similar calls by the President that we 
do away with both dissent and dissenters, the list could go indefinitely. But the 
most fundamental breach of the social contract upon which representative democracy 
rests took place in 1964 when we watched an incumbent President, with war maps in 
his pocket, cynically manipulate our earnest desires for peace by campaigning success
fully on a peace platform. 

The peace movement can no longer confine its program to traditional protests or 
electoral politics. It is foolish and may well be disastrous to confine ourselves to 
rules which are rejected by the political leadership of both parties and when these 
rejections are being institutionalized and legalized by these same leaders. 

The peace movement must address itself to the task of challenging and confronting 
the political leadership of this country and thereby make people so fully aware of the 
real dangers confronting us that change will become possible. Massive nonviolent 
confrontation as the civil rights struggle in the South has shown, is the potential 
instrument for bringing about such a radical awareness. It is a strategy which is 
consistent with the principles of a total peace movement and may well be the in
gredient without which such a movement may fail. 
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The basic strategic objective of massive nonviolent confrontation or structured 
conflict is to bring the struggles for peace and against militarism within the 
functioning reality of the people we are trying to reach so forcefully and so 
constantly that they must deal with them a.nd make decisions about them. This effort 
must by accompanied by more traditional me~hods of political education so that the 
decisions are not made in a vacuum. For some, an unjust and illegal war 10,000 miles 
from our shores is close enough to breD.k into our reality. Others will not take 
positive action until someone close is t~~eatened by induction. Still others are 
awakened by a local confrontation such as the demand that the neighborhood school 
offer "peace assemblies' in lieu of the military assemblies which is often the practice. 

The "Peace Force", the "cutting edge" of such a movement, can only be recruited from 
amoung the young people of high school and college age. Not alone because, in the 
case of males, their lives are more immedietely threatened, but because they are not 
yet cynical, because they are more impatient with sham and hypocracy, and because they 
do not yet have a vested interest in preserving the status quo or defending past 
mistakes. It is to the youth, therefore, that a good deal of our energy and resources 
must be directed. At the same time, the nature of nonviolent struggle demands that this 
Peace Force be rooted in a wider base of support and not become isolated and cut off 
from the rest of the community. 

It would be presumtuous to attempt to set down a detailed program for mobilizing 
a Peace Force. Our experience is too limited and the communities where such programs 
would have to start vary drastically. Ho'tvever, it is possible to set down some 
guidelines of strategy and organization to initiate the program. 

A) Task Forces 

A task force should consist of about a dozen or more young people and at least 
one experienced organizer, all working full time in a fixed neighborhood or community. 
This fact and the inexperience of most members of the task force in community organi
aation sets one of the immediate ground rules. 

The community selected should be one in which a peace oriented constituency already 
exists and to which the task force members can readily adjust (i.e. don't send an all 
white group of middle class college students into a non-white ghetto.). The first 
several weeks should be devoted to making contacts and establishing ties in the community 
and with existing peace groups in particular. It has been our experience with several 
areas of Brooklyn that these groups can be very receptive. 

Another key part of this stage of the program is to solicit hosts for each worker 
who will furnish lodging and, where possible, meals as well. We have met with complete 
cooperation thus far in each of these areas and some of the women's groups are initiat
ing small fund raising functions for us. 

We are now in a position to hold meetings and begin the recruiting process. When
ever possible, we work through existing groups and help in their programs but with the 
clear and open understanding that we are not general purpose volunteers but a group for 
the intensification of peace activity to a stage of structured confrontation. 

In addition to the general public meetings referred to earlier, we hold our own 
workshops in nonviolent stnategy and tactics, organizational problems and so on. We 
also hold periodic meetings with our hosts and other sympathetic adults to keep them 
informed of our activities and allied with us. Indeed such meetings are central 
mechanisms for radicalizing the community and extending our base of support. 
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The next phase of organization should consist of orientation sessions and work-
shops for young people who are potential members of the task force and those who, 
while ready to work ·uith the group 11nd take part in actions that may come up, are not 
yet willing or able to work full time. At the same time, having gained some first hand 
knowledge of the community, the selection of a focal point for confrontation should begin, 
which must be a logical one in the local context. During all of this, there must be a 
continuous program of activity aimed at heightening visibility and to serve as a source 
of recruiting. These can range from saturation leafleting to recruiting and signature 
collection in "restricted" areas (e.g., scl10ol s, playgrounds), marches, picketing, sit-ins, 
etc. The specifics can only be determined by the strategic demands of the situation and 
the support built up at any given point. One fundamental guideline should be stressed: 
eeaf~ontations with police or other authorities should not be pursued without the pre
sence of a sufficient number of people who have participated in non-violent grientation 
sessions and "t<;ho are able to react as a group. While this is often the only real 
element of control one has once a demonstration is underway, a surprisingly small group 
of people can set the tone of a relatively large demonstration. 

It is this last observation which forms one of the main arguments for putting a 
number of task forces into the field. In addition to establishing a constituency with 
strong community support and ready for direct action, the very existence of such a con
stituency becomes a political lever in itself while also making it possible to organize 
truly massive nonviolent direct actions that can be sustained for long periods of time. 

ROLE OF SPRING MOBILIZATION 

The coalition nature of the Spring Mobilization makes it, in effect, the visible 
national adult peace community. As such, its minimal relation to the Peace Force should 
be similar in spirit to that outlined betueen a task force and a local peace committee. 
But more is necessary since Mobilization is the only group that is in a position to bring 
such a program into existence and foster its growth by providing facilities, initial 
visibility, supporting cover, and technical and financial resources. At the same time, 
the fund raising capabilities of an organization such as Spring Mobilization is itself 
dependent on a visible action program. I n light of this, it is more than likely that 
Mobilization's fund raising potential will be enhanced by its initiation and support 
of such a program. 

At the early stages, the basic demands of any single task force would be for minimal 
space {phone and desk), a small literature budget for each project, and salaries for the 
core organizers. The group now working in Brooklyn already has eight young people fully 
committed to this project and receiving no salaries at all. It is also important to point 
out that their commitment is completely open-ended. They have taken leaves of absence 
from school and are prepared to work as long as it seems necessary and fruitful. In 
addition to this initial group, there are several other young people who are working 
very closely with us but who also have other commitments. Still others have expressed 
interest in working with us or establishing new task forces but we do not have sufficient 
supervisory personnel. 

If the project proves as successful as is so far indicated, larger financial commit
ments by Mobilization would become necessary in order to encourage implementation on a 
much wider scale. 



DRAFT PROSPECTUS -- OCTOBER 21st ACTION 

. ,.r -; '·,(";: ... : : ·_: 

The .~9bitizg8i,on _. irt Washington · this October must avoid being a carbon copy of 
, ._·:.· . .. p.ast ' act'ivft'i'es: Previous actions have concentrated on prote,st and ·petition, seeking 

to gather the largest numbers possible,, tfP: indi-cate the widespread character of oppo
sition . . The present action sho~ld con~~ntrate on a new tack, should add a qualita-

\ ~ - . ·, : ·. ·. ' . -. - . . -

::. rH 

tively new dimension. The reasons . for this are obvious: no movement can repeat 
mechanically what ~t has · done .: befpte- wi tlW~~· _ _appearing to . be stale and ineffectual; 
and no : movement ,ca~ .afford to ;~yp;li1ss the' .cur-rent thinking 'in its ranks. It seems 
indisputable · that there . is ·a. ·irii'£e·in the minds of thousan_ds of our adherents p.way 
from general opposition, toward re.s.istance. an9 non-cooperat'ion. Protest is , ·stf11 
essential, but .H . is no .longer ' enhhgh': "S~pbrt OUr Boys i:~ Vietnam--Br{ng Them 
Home" is 'stiif ~ ,_ good central rtheme, ' but· it should be tied to the mood of resistance 
non-coopetati~n~ ~ 

The_, October Mob,;ilizati?.n ·-~-~e.(J3f~f;, ~J;w_u.ld: 
- ; ~ t. . .~-~t:· ·~ •. 

. -;.:, .•· ·· L ' ·Move'·_ t9wa:j:-'sl_;: oa more mit±~tant confrontation. 
: · 2 .· · beveiop · a~~und a groundswell of local non-cooperation, feeding into the 

national project. .. . . 
.. ... , 

and 

. j , h --~ ... -_, 
That grouri'd~welL, . no1~: ·in inc~p~ency, ~eems to be developing in two m:ilieus, 

, alTI~ngst the youth , ~opposeq : to the draft and anxious to act2 .directly against the military 
§)'S!l;em, ana' amongs( ghE!tto inhabitants disillusioned with conttnuing ·poverty and 
federal . ·unconcern. · ; -, ;c·:r ·.•. · · · · 

! ~ . ·.· i· X ;- . 
i·-, ~ 1 : .. 

· f··· The energies of these forces; as well as women, acaderpJq;_, radical pacifists, 
and other elements of the movement that. can relate .to them,'' 'tan be mobilized around a 
campaign of militant ac,tion, :) iitc·luding 'c~vil·.-_ disobedfubce, · tu~ning in draft cards, 
~~t-ins anu ; s_ :i..t-do'~~$ of - var.~:~s kinds, e_tc.,, on the::rtnost ~·m~ssive scale in u.s. history. 
This would constitute :,a, :Qualilative transforma~i<c:m ::dffl:0ut !Jactivity . . 

;. • ••• • : ~ j • • • ••• : ~:_(: i.Jf! : . . .. 

With th'e ~loga1,1 "Support our · boys in .Vietnam--hrin·g them home" as the overall 
t}leme, women would. . be . asked ·to congrega~~ at , one Ek'-france '· o{ th~ Pentagon around 
slogans such · as! ., '·''·· · .. , .. . ,, 1:·.' 1" ··· : :~ ,,. . 

. i I ·, • ! : · '.( , .._ ~;F;: I. f I ' . ' 

. ';. 
~rclose the P·entagon, liquidate the war machine." 
"No sons or sweeth~arts for the war effort." 
"End the War-- Dif:i:a:F~ now. " . -

' 1' .· . q , -, .... ;'.; :-.: 

Young men of .draft age would be asked to congregate at another entrance of the 
Pentagon around the slogans: 

"He 11, no, ";o!e won 't go . " 
"Close the draft boards." 
"Let the soldiers themselves decide on war and peace, life and death." 

The participants in this contingent will turn in their draft cards en masse. 

The civil rights and ghetto contingent would be asked to congregate in front of 
Capitol Hill around the central slogan: 

"War money for the poor." 

Each city v70uld carry banners to shmoJ how much of the $30 billion now spent on 
the war would accrue to their city for real anti-poverty activity if the war money were 
spent on the ppor. Chicago's share, for instance, would be $600 million. 
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A vigil should b~ ~laced around the CIA offices, out of town, with a central 
slogan: 

• • • J :::: • 

. . . 
. ... ..... 

.: ' ~ Cl,:Q. I3 ,e :.t;hi s inst·i tution :of ·!nrunder, intrig;uei : a:nd ~a:ssass:Dnation. " 
.f·. _{· . (i(;. ·: . 

_: .':.i ••. •.•·· The,~ pali.tJ.cipants who cannot partake in any ·oif th~ Jothe·r · <fc.tivities will' c·ongre
gat.ei i :n nfor.ont• of the White Hou·se fo.r an ·all..: ·day::p:f'cket · fine around · general 'slogans 

i c$,\.!Ch :as ; ·~he: ; O:nes carried . in • the. Ap;rilJ .:15th ·mob:ihzation. .. ' . ·.· ·:.· . 

r,i . . :· 
: ·r.-: :: .'.·i ··· ·t . 

. ; . . . . - •"'": 

. . . .. . . . . .. ' :. r· ( 
In ,;t:he "late aft.ernoonUa "•giant; i'rlally will be held at·"'Lafayett'e Park;' for' one 

ho.ur, with .two ··speakers·. rep.r .ese-nti:ng : ~he two-'triain consti't-u~n:C{es·~·,mobilfze..d, :. and: ;two 
men of in,t!3rnational promin·ence. , .. q -,_. ::. · " · ·' · 

:·· • • • ,! ; ' • • -~ ~ : • 
. ·.: . .-··: . 

Those who wish to remain for a second day of activity will· ·ei.ther "sleep out in 
the park, in the manner of the bonus marchers of the 1930's, or be given housing 
accommodations by the Washington comm'ittee ·. Each group wilt' plan its own actions for 
Sunday. 

- . -( 

_, ( .. ·. In-J:e:rnational.ly, we .wi:ll: utge people ' irt 'fO':telgn countr'ie's to hold demonstrations 
in front of their parliaments demanding withdrawal of recognition froin the 'Unite'd 
States, South Korea, Australia, Thail ~nd, New Zealand and the Philippines, and the 
severance ;of- all . commerce ahd · coinml:lnication uht'il 'they withdra~ 'f~o~ the war . 

. ,., !: .... ;-: . 

One of :the :primary needs' for · the October Mbb:ilization wi.'fi? b'e · the establ i'§hment 
of a legal committee and 2 bail f und of $200,000. , : I. 

: , . .The . call for :. the Hobilb~ation should be couched Hi defehs:Lve terms: ou;r r govern-
r ll.len~ has subv.erted ·the tradition of defubcracy and the · prihdples :ciri 'which this '' nation 

' Vl~IJ puil t ; :: it has :. refused to : act ' in; conf6rmaric~ with c8ri~fitudon~l provisi~ns '"'~rid the 
. r i c•J•:.: !:J.tl. Chat'tet; it has " lied and deceived its people; it ·has :t taxecF 'bur ' lives atid .otii., 

- earnings without representing ··us; our only alternativ~ i's to ;ie':fude · to cooperate 
1
with 

a regime that is illegal as well as immoral, in the same way that Sam Ada~s and the 

t.:· 

I ! ., S~nl? of Li.berty;cre fused :.:to ccooper:ate . with · the; i 'llega:l an~ irhmor·dr Bri't{sh goverl!_m.ent. 
A ' .Vl~:ek bef~.re there' ~might ·. •JD;e a :·dem'O"t'istrati'on "i'n" 'Boston whete "bags o'f"'t~a" will·:,~·e 
thrown into Boston Harbor. · ·· · ·' 

,_ ! 1 ,: · : .. • 

.. :: ·; r : ~ • . . ,... . 

:.! 
. ' .: ·.·. 

.... :: . . : . :J :;; 

:: . . ;;· i .. .. 

s·id Le·ns -
chicagq, ' 'fllirtois 
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ON THE NEED FOR A NATIONAL WORK LIST 
a working paper submitted to the National Workshop Conference of the Spring 

Mobilization Committee, Washington , DC, May 20-21, 1967, by 
Ann Peery, Dayton Area Coordinating Committee, 221 Xenia Avenue, Yellow Springs, Ohio 

This paper is written from my experience in working with local groups and pub
lishing a regional newsletter. The movement that has grown into the Spring 
Mobi l ization, and is searching for ways of facilitating more growth in both 
numbe1;s . and· depth _of understanding and committme.nt, must now try tp lil.evelop as . 
open, simple and efficient·mearts of communication ·and: e·oo'rdination as possib'le' :· · ·- --.::~ · 
At the same time, ~ve must realize that t here is an extremely complex variety 
of approaches and levels of individuRls and organizations on both the local and 
national levels. The national work l i s t I am proposing helps fill some needs I 
see on a local level, and should al so be useful to national organizations; it 
should also serve to help the growth of t he movement. Naturally it is only one 
of many possible means which can and should be used. 

Local committees need: 
1. to know the experiences of other groups--projects they have tried, nitty

gritty information about how they went about it, evaluations, discussions 
c f strategy and tactics. 

2. to know what resources and services are available (literature, factua l in
formation, tapes, films, speakers) and exact information about how to get 
these •. 

3. to know about programs and actions of all national organizations , so they 
can decide what they want to make a part of their programs (this forms an 
ongoing ''vote" between .nati6nal meet~gs). 

4. a forum where ideas can be brought up by anyone for consideration, and v1here 
continual discussion can be carried on. 

5. regular contact with the national scene and other local groups. 

Characteristics of the work list: 
1 . Nonexclusion: It should go out of its way to get material from a wide range 

of organizations so all concerned people can accept it, not feeling it is 
pushing a particular "line," so people can be confronted with positions different 
from their own, so most groups can find something useful to them '~here they are 
at", so the movement can select from a wide range of alternatives. Of course, the 
Spring Mobilization (or whatever group published it) should have a place to pro
mote and emphasize those actions decided in national and regional meetings or by 
a nat'oqal board. Naturally, this sort of nonexclusion will never .be perfectly 
achieved due to li~itations of ·space and the biase-s · of 'Whoever has the difi:icult"" .,~ .· 
job of selecting material, but it should be striven for. As a part of this policy, 
there should be a forum section where signed opinions can be presented and debate 
can be carried on about the relative merits of proposals or strategies. 

2. Inter-organi zational: This is large l y covered above, but it should be em-
phasized that most people receive e ither information only from their own par

ticular organization or from too many to possibly read and digest them all, so a 
publication covering them all briefly \v'Juld be useful to keep in mind all that's 
going on. 

3. Broad issue: Though the major emphasis would be on this particular war, 
naturally there should be information about other issues and causes (which 

most people know are closely related to ~·~~at Vietnam means in our society). 
4. Brief: This is very difficult, but vastly important, as there is far too 

much printed matter for anyone to reed already. Most items can be covered 
with a sentence or two and an address for further information. "How to 1

' articles 
would be longer, but should be written as tersely as possib le. It could be 
a s sumed t hat most people who would use it cr.re a lready some~.;rhat 2~Jc: re , and de ~ ails 

do not need to be spelled out (other publications do this anyway--people could be 
re ferred to these). Might include a glossary of initials for new peo?le (WSP, 
WILPF, YAWF, FOR, DACC, IUC, etc.). 
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5. 1'7~11 organized: -·It is important that people can pick out as·quic,kly as possible 
what interests them, so items s~ould be carefully categorized ~ · Su!5?,est~g 
sections are: ··· 

a. calendar of national actions. 
b. brief descriptions of projects : 8~~va~ious local, reg~~nai ~h~ ~ati~nal 

organizations that might be useful~ ~or· local groups, ~nd reports about the 
current state of existing projects -=: .-:< · ~-- · · 

c. resource page (which ~hould be ~ ~li~b~~ and kept, so repetition is not 
necessary) listing all kinds of resource materials and where to get them. 

d. "How to" articles which should 'be very specific, about such things as: how 
to find out what war work your local factory is doing; libw to get equal time 
on radio and TV; how one committee started a draft counsel'ing program; hmv 
we got a housewives' tioycott group concerned with the relatic:in~f food 

. -~ prices and the war, etc. etc. c: • .. ' · 

e. a forum: ideas and suggestions from individuals and groups, de:b'ate and con
troversy and opinions, possibly answers from a number of different people to 

·r r . · · · a set question. ·-
f. ,news - from the Mobilization (or the group publishing the work ) ;tst). 
g. selec-ted --useful information for local groups: statistics, fact's·, statements 

of groups, qucbtes, sample leaflets, etc. · 
h. wan·t ads: - positions open for movement jobs and listings from people who want 

jobs. 
i. other materials: perhaps organizations and companies would pay extra postage 

if their brochures, literature lists, statements, petitions, etc., were 
stapled in. 

6. Naturally the work list should be readable, well laid out and well printed. 

Distribution: As I see this as less of a propaganda organ than a service to people 
already involved (or on the margins), it would be distributed within the movement. 
One way would be to send bulk amounts to local groups to include with ~hejr own 
newsletters. To cut down on duplications and incorrect addresses (and ~9 broaden 
local lists), perhaps name tapes could be sent occasionally to responsib~e- local 
pec:iple for checking. (I can pass tapes on to suitable people in our are~._.) . A sub
scription should be set for ·those who can pay, but it should mainly be s~u-pp·o:~ted by 

::contributions to be sure that evetyone that wants it ~vill receive it. " ' 
i:_' 
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ON REGIONAL COMMUNICATION AND COORDINATION 
~ working paper submitted to the National Worksbop Confs rence of the Spring 

Mobilization Committee, Washington, DC, May 20-21, 1967 by 
Ann Peery, Dayton Area Coordinating Committee, 221 Xenia Avenue, Yellow Springs, Ohio 

This is a brief paper about one form of regional communication and coordination which, 
I believe, is most useful for an area with few organized groups. When DACC began 
(fall '65), there were almost no anti-war groups in Southwest Ohio; the previous Feb
ruary a Dayton Area CEWVN had been formed. By fall, a few of us decided that if we be
came a coordi nc>ting committee to facilitate communication among groups and individuals 
already active and to help people in other communities get their own groups started, 
this would be the best way to help the movement grow in this area. The necessity for 
people not to feel "pushed", "controlled" or such by the wild radica.ls in Yellow Springs 
dictated a very open, non-positional viewpoint . I also believe a real respect for 
'where peQple are at" is necessary for working with them and keeping them open, so they 
can learn:. from their actions (and results, or lack of them). Besides, a group can 
carry out we ll only those projects which it feels are most valid for it to do. We 
tried to make this de ~ ision democratically by c a lling a meeting of people from around 
the Dayton area, but there was poor attendance because no one cared particularly then. 

What evolved was a service organizati~n usually run by two people. One important as
pect of it was our .£~llec_tion of na_mes; many reople who had been active in the past 
knew people in other pla.ces (we gave out questionnaires listing colleges and towns-
an afternoon v1ith Lovejoy and a map is very useful--to such people). We also >vrote 
to national orgcnizations for contact lists and talked to people who worked for various 
organi zat :.ons for narr.es they could give us personally (even if v1e couldn't use their 
mailing list). Often we wo~ld write people who were suggested to us in other towns 
asking them for na!Iles; this is best done after they have received se"Jeral copies of 
your newsletter so th~y know what you are doing. Last fall we sent copies of our 
mailing lis~ for each town in our area to someone in that town c>sking them for a dditions 
and cor rections. Always in this process we were seeking people who would serv~ as 
contacts, responsible, active people who would reach out to new people; the number 
needed in a given place depends on how good communication is bet·peen , s a:r , stud'"!rt s 
and faculty, or political groups and religiously oriented groups. He made a gr eat 
effort to communicate with people af as many orientations as possible. 

These names enabled us to be useful in many ways. We have been able to give individ
uals who have wanted to start a group in a town a list of conce~ned people to con t act . 
We have given national organizations contact lists and mailing lists f or pc>.rticu l ar 
projects. And probably most important, we have been able to give these list to many 
groups in our area for use in publicizing tl:eir demonstrations or events, and we cc:n 
suggest to people who contact us who we feel would be best for them t o get in touch 
with on any particular issue. 

Our second main service has been our newsletter (many of my ideas on v1hat a newsletter 
shou l d be ate included in the paper "On a National Work List") in which we have a 
calendar of regional and national events, information about what groups are doing, as 
wide a resource list as possible, and other items we feel are particularly helpful to 
groups vle serve. This has a lways gone out free to every name on our list, because He 
want to reach as many people as possible. It is important to emphasize that the editcr 
has to really work at getting information as it takes a long time for local groups to 
learn to think of the newsletter and feel it is useful and releve.nt, and sometimes to 
trust you. Naturally, you must try to balance the newsletter so people can't write 
it off as pushing only one "line." 

Other services: These have varied from time to time, depending on who was working with 
DACC, and what local and national groups have asked of us. Generally we have ha d so"'I!e 
literature and other resources available for groups and individuals. We have communi
cated "!eedback" from local groups to national groups. We have helped run workshops 
and train:.:. ng sessions. We have set up speaking tours. We've run a Pee>.ce and Fre e-:l.om 
Center in Y2 llow Springs which has also served as our office. 



Finances: A regional, non-positional organization has neither the drawing power of a 
lo~al proun c~~ ~~ ~ ~~ en l 0cal ~ y-deci~ed ~ctivftic s cr a natio,~~ crgcnization wi~h a 
single focus. Contributions from groups and individuals, together with what we make 
from sales at the Senter and what we make from stickers and bookmarks printed by local 
voluntee r l z.bor i1 ~~-r~ e':13.bl~d us t::> f'u:1cti::m without being seriously in deot. 

What has happened: As many of you knov', beca.use no one else was doing regional commun
ication, the r :r: e a DACC was cove 1~i ng !jre~,, ::o e. ridiculous s ize (We s t Lafayette, Ind . 
and Youngstown, Ohio are no~ really in the Dayton area). In the last 6 months, our 
nc>.me list l1.e.s g:::o•vn all nut of ha:~C:, c>nd t he ac'.:ivities that should be reported on 
would require e. 2C - pagr: r.e\>1Slett 2:-:- ; c:.c t:i.ve r. eop le e-::rcs s the stc-.te know each other much 
better n'Ji·T, and ~ar;y J.oca l group.> have their. m·m ne\vsletters. In addit i on, the kind 
of growth ':hB. t led to the 1'1.ohil i zatitJn ha.s led to a greater interest in co:nw.unication 
and cooperation on a regional level. So with the much greater facilities available in 
Cleveland, DACC can retur n to concentra ting on Southwest Ohio. Precisely where we 
go from 1:1 e:ce w-= haven't decided yet. 

I describe the above process because I think it shows Hhy a DACC-type ope:cat:i.on can be 
a useful p art of the groHth of the movement in a particular area. As activity pro
li ferates over the country, I feel that small-scale operations such as ours could be 
very useful i n some of the less-organized cities or in an a re a such a.s ours '1'7here 
groups are geographically scattered. 

Evaluation: The advantages of the DACC-type are that it can be started by a f~w con
cerned people at the point when groups are not ready to get together and set up their 
own communication system. It can make decis:i.ons easily "tvi thout factionalism (though 
naturally t hese are pragmatically subject to the approval of the constituents involved: 
wrong decisions will mean it will no longer be trusted or used); and it c a n keep 
communications going bet\\re"=! n all concerned people as they ~·7ill ntJt f~ar. it is imposing 
a line or action t~ey are not ready for. 

The disadvan :: agey~ are that it is difficult to get many people involv.::! d in the necess::try 
work and 8uppc:o:-t and sorr.e groups feel they do not have an adequa t e say 5.n its operation. 
Therefore it T>10u~. d seem to me that an organization such as ours sh0uld try to ge t 
groups and indi.viduals t>lithin its area to participate as soon as possible (as long as 
no one grcup domina tes) in \>lhatever ways they can, and to encourage them to work dir
ectly with other groups and relate directly to national organizations. What is 
ultimately most i mport:mt is '"hat a group does :.n its own place to educate its members 
and to reach the people a round it . Re g ional communication and coordination are 
primarily aids to this, and should not take. ~ oo many resourc-=s away from this. 

One variation on our operation which could be very valu .qble at this point is f or con
cerned groups and i ndividuals in a town or area to get together and hire a person or 
persons to c.3.rry on this type of activity for them ancl. oth-:r people , 

Because I have wanted to describe what I personally knmq about, I have not tried to 
discuss the alternative method of communication and coordination ~,;hich \vould be a body 
made up of reprAsentatives of each grou? within 2n area. 

The regional coordination workshop needs to include an exchange of idees about 
mechanics, programs and projects, techniques of helping new groups to or.ga~ize, etc. 
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?ixteen so-called ’'doves'1 in the 'U IS. Senate, led by Sen. Frank Churchf Robert

KfnnedY, J•W' Fulbright and WaYne Mc)tie, dn May 17 revealed their true hawkish
charactet andf covel:ing themselves with the undeserved authority of the U,S, anti-
War movement, viftudlly gave an ultimatuM to Ho Chi Minh and the National Liberation
Forces of Vietnam.

ThF ultimatum ?as in the form of a call ubon North Vietnam to t'nego{late" its
own fuptendep and the surrendep of the, overwhelming majority of its Southern com-
eTtl:1 ptS• A tlnegotiated peace,11 thege hypocrItical '’peaCe-.seekers1' declared,
'liS the last and onIY Temaining altetnative tO a prolonged and intensified war,"

yar wijl. indeed be iDtensified and proving that they them-

Delnilitarized Zone of North VietnaM two days later!)

The half million U.S. soldiers in .Vietnam have now been told that they can= stay
there forever as far as these "anti-war'’ Senators are concerned, Ten thousand dead
GI 's are not -enough for these t'peacel' SenatorSi Tens of. thousands more . can die (not
To mention the Vietnamese who defend their coUntry) and that will be all right
the soldiers are to be paIIn$ in the '+p+oionged add intenSified war" these a3vocates
of 1’peaCet' are helping Johnson and the Pentagoh' to put over- on' the Ailerican -peo}),ld':

Since Johnson could not sell the war, to the hostile or indiffererit U,S, masses,
these so-called "dQveglt are now doing so. t'We did our best for peace ;" these frauds
are really saying, "but since there is going to be a prolonged and intehsifiec} war,
we will Support it, and itts all Hanoi is fault, because the Vietnarnese bill not
suI:::endeICtLimperi ali sm and IJ.S ._9cCUpatiO_h, 'I : _ __ _ _

} . I

' Dcling Joh8sonls grisly work for him-, theSe Senator$ said, FtWe hope the sta,tement
Will .come to, the, 'attention of the Gove£nm6nt of North ,Vietnam.I' They galculat.ed. of
tourse, that .their wd tds will carty more weight than Johnson's, since they are
susposed to represent the "oppositioh" to the wat,

i f

' But. the Vietnamese have been double-crossed by imIierialism before, They will not

more willingly then to Johnson, McNamara and Rusk.

ib
t

be surprised by the hawk-talk of the- 1’doves,’t’ And they will not surrender to ,them any

+' +. 'I' :: i

will suffer most from their dupjicilly, because it is they who had the host.'faith in them.

+

rI !

It is' the American people, themseive5 who are rnust.bettayea by the ,16 Senators and who

1 V dr q
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BUt t:hd gtatemeht haq. abe grim advantage, it has bt:ought clarity to a cohfusing
situation. the 16, Sbnators have drawn a lille of blood. between themse 1Ves and the
suffering ariti-war masses, iHcluding the woUnded and dying GIt s . : I

ations!' would not be a, stage on the way to withdrawal as many had hoped, })ul the diamet-

Ifit:h their hawk colleagues ,„. ,They. have :liven notice that even those srnall,,!ifferenccs
will disappear in a ,Jtprolonged and intensified war,’' They have also proved that 11negoti-

t i i: I
The statement 9roves that its. authors are really for the war, . just' like tha Johnson

force's’ t:iey h=ve Criticize'’. , They -are JenaHaRes with ' at 1lbst. on"l-y:t3ctical',cliff6rcr ices

tical opposite of withdrawal, Thus they. have repudiated the whole U,P, anti-war ,movement .
t ( f?'-rei :: ' t:! ri; T '(-; i.I ! ! \1

-(it; {) : : r hd } :I

It is now up to the =:anti-war mQVpme.at to reppdiate them and brand them as supporters of
j];em as agents of Johnson, helping
to advance his campaign for Vietnamese surrender and a big business victory at the .ex-
pense of the Vietnamese Nation and the American working ? do I- lo, i
iii i p: th ,
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ISSU£D BY Y O U T- tI A GAIN .S' T 'W A R & E AS C I S ?-I

CS !'.’. 25 ch . St - NYC phone 212-- 675-.2520 C=h2-9225

- = '_\ :’qd



-- t=la
.}}'I x_):1{.

+/ Ii i

I +:-

J. .+'; \++ $ .’' -:-;..

t f] ;{\ \.' i }’ \. . {

J

. r3I

The Daily News view of the ’Doves" statement

!

220 East 42d SL
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Pre31 Jelle. F )1. I'l\"'l t . I' + '''v’t' it \\' 1’tatBe : . - T:aa+url'r. J, J. Lyacll,

A :.1:cbs : =='1 F 4'!' 1 S! , ?Ve\b I'irk. IT. y. 'ln017.
NIAll BUt i;cAdI.Jn r*,P= tIP: t.-,4:" r s III,IIv ' s=! 'll; Dif tr Bnfl ’ Bun-I, i $33.93
C4118 cIa, ) lull{t.'. {'pl."rl .t'..I S1'It'lt .\ : +I'll. .I II;\'!t +::I.na : ! !+ilP a JIll SrI: iIIIF $3330.

Arrtieqf FIn. c + S:lrci31 IIttl'+ I) lijy Si 1 t1'1. b3:IJ and guudar fil.:5

$1 t: \I liE it IiI TIIE A SSllt' I,t'l'E I) I PRESS
TIle Aggoriat.' ' PIB'4' ' I' iI: : ' '.'II .'•.,.':161 rf'IF t't tIle tI bill fI>r rartlblicatior! of alt
tllo loarI fri.ws 6rilrtctl iiI tIrjg nPwqnancr a4 well as all: AP HeRB disPatelreB.
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tI - :: SEEING THE LIGHT
Sixte6d U. S: S6ltators freqhentlS- and loudly eritiea! '

of the Johnson Administration;8 Vietnain-palic'ies 'no\r are
twittering,,'a sornewhat different tune.: in a ales-+age the

Hoc'k; put, together yeste'r:day for
the benefit of Ptesiden-t Ho Chi
Millh 'of North Vietnam, they
&arrled him ddt.to confuse their
dissent at home &ith aiF .thought
of surrender iiI Vietnam.

Among the sigNers were Sells.
J. W. Fujbright-'(D-Ark.). R. F.
Kennedy (D-N. Y.) and Wayne
Morse (D-Ore.).

Belated as it is. the affirma-
tion that the critics don’t believe
in a one-3ided' American pull-out
is weIdome wotd'ihdeed.

Let’s hopethat Uncle Ho gets
the message loud and clear. It

should spill some of the gas from any cherished dreams
that he can win all the marbles just by waiting for the
U. S. A. to gjve up and go home.

iiI$right, 'Ke nnedy, Morse &- C}$, wade it plain they
were tr:nsaying none of the nasty- tihihk3 they have said
about the way LBJ has run things in Vietnam. But ap'
parently even they have come to realize now that every rap
at Johnson has infused Hanoi with ne\v hope.

i
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Too bad, though, they waited so long to see the light.
The same words ,might have -helped a lot more several
moJiths ago, when, Jphnson was floating $eace feelers at a

on&h-day rate, and Various Americ£n'bnvoys scurried about
the world trying to drum up a whi3per of peace interest
among the Hanoi leaders.

re'printed for the National
conference of the SpringMobilization Committee
for informatjonal purp-oses.

YOb;T’ i, AG AliST WAR 'AND F'ASCISM 58 W:25th St. NiC tel:242 9225
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Senators’ Views on War
SpecIal to TIle Nn York TIme

FollutriuQ are the Ielts of a
st it tem art by Senator FT'Ink
Church . Democrat of Idaho,
ttltd, or a statcllt eIIt oil VIet Ilan&

sigIt ed by 16 8ertrotot$ :
Church’s Staterne©t

Some have argIIed that 'the
Government of ..North;. Vipt-
nam lnay be mi$.interp;Bting
the meanIng of the debate in
the UnIted States over ont
conduct of the war in Viet-
IIam b

The catastrophd of A }Duitr
less \ra,r in AsIa Itlast be fully
assessed. while th&e -B “still
tide. It coUld anly"bting-
unprecedentpd ar£fering alta
sofro\v–a biood bath without
eqUal in human history. With
the ' stakes mortally high, '+/e
Must not permit the- stIfIIng
of dIssent iiI the United States.
We must not fall $ilent out of
timiditv or despair! whatbver
the poiitieai re-trlbuthn. The
debate must go OIl.

It is equally vital: how-
ever. that the purpose of the
debate. in the Senate of the
United States. be under-
stood by all, particUlarly by
the Hanoi go-vernment. Our
objective is the settlbment of
thi war at the -caaference

4

from that embattled country.
To this end. 15 Senators,

all of whom have paPtici-
pated to some depee t in the
a}3sent. have joined with me
in issuIng the following state-
ment .

. !

We hope the statement Mi
@®VIM o

n

Tf3=?htfully consIdered by all
othei fordign governments

haij:Lg si{:::::Tt iiI IT?iF:(ibiF
“ A Plea for Realisrn.” it
tea&s as follows:

16 Senators’ Statement
A PLEA FOR REALISM

We. the undersIgned mem-
bers of the United States
SonaR have expressed. frQa}
tIm;-{;) --£imel Jur lndivid}td
reservations Concerning the
American involvement in
Vietnam. We have advocated
and supported initiatives
which wi 'felt might lead to
negotiations for an honorable
sc€ilement af the war. We
continue to hope that the

tri
f =

[ f + 1

T + •nlp

!! ; IT o ;{ ’ ,' :':) .! I ; fiT;in

.i i?! I.':fijL-e

a '/ ! ! !: 9+

. , n,nPqHUP U +

HanoI government !wai
choose to open one qi
diplomatic d8ors &vailabt
It.- whioh \viII lead both
to the conference table

The conflict no IV app
tB have reached 1 an a

L

'R

iit

iitic q-uest' io; peace that th.
nature of the dissent in this
co.urljry. prevaIl+ng an long
€hosd who –have crIticized our
Covenunent’s PQlicy, ill . Viet-
nam, in accurately under-
sto(xi' and .issesseti by the
GQyeFluneat of North - Viet-
liam.

The signers of tRjg deCliira-
tion, both Democrats and
Republicans, glare the con-
vietion that the tragic \var
in Vietnam should tP ended

If a mutually

. J:(:iFi
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ss of our partiFR1,
v.'edi f?Prenneq hnralrs£!CHIn

belle\e it to be fight. More-
over. we are certain that the
AmerIcan people, in over-
whekning numbers, upn-old
the sami position.

There are no doubt nun)
ciLizens of the United States
who share our expressed mis.
gMngs about- the growing
American .!nvolvernent ' 11

Vietnam. But thel'e arc nlPLily
more who either; ;give th('i-r
full endorsement to our Go\--
ermerIt’s policy in Vietnam.
or who press for even
glvater military. Qction there.

We hope thig'’ assessnlc'I't
will be receIved' inl the spirit
in which it is written cas. I
good faith effort 'to 'pl't'aide
factual Information abc)Ilt tllc
dominant views inI our CIltIn-
try concerning tHe war in
Vietnam. 'P£rhaps- iII i s'me
'way . thIs information nl
help contribute to a DC:'
Hai:ed peace, which iS the lil'it
and only r$qraipipg altern;''
ave to a $rbloiy6il and in'
tensified war. It , i :i

FRANK (qKCrBf}{ . GAIl/ tRD ;{Gt'SOX'
jikkiidR£klg - QI'’'nxrrh' BI-erII"X

-CooFn legg?ll S. CL'EtC
G&Rba MC(,OveRN STnr'H£W M
J. W. FurB8IOI(T Vol:xc
FRI;gEn. ’MObS ' R08nRT F
En Lb BARn,Bn KEN NBI)f
LEE MBICAI.F MARK O. HaTFIEI'D
+ AN(+ H.ARTkg ' .WAYNE MIlltsn
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DR~FT RE~ISTA~E-P~GGP~l1 - NATIONAL MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE 

In discussions with people involved in organ1z1ng draft resistance projects, it was 
concluded that the Mobili zation could n0t directly contribute anything more to the 
efforts to organize draft age young men than are already being carried out by var
ious groups t hroughout the country. Furthermore, it was conceded that any attempt 
by the Mobiliz~tion to undertake such an effort would simply duplicate the work of 
groups that are in a pccition to operate much more effectively. 

There was a very $trong feeling, ho~ever, that the Mobilization is in a unique posi
tion to £ill a very vital gap in this area - that of organizing adult support 
programs (similar to N.Y.C. 's Support in Action) on a national level. We therefore 
adopted the fo llow5.ng program: 

1. Organi ~i~G adult support groups in the cities where draft resister groups 
are alread~r oper ating - and continuing wherever such groups develop. 

2. Endorsing the s tatement advocating dra£t refusal now being circulated by 
Resist. ( ~aculty and profe s sionals) 

3. Mainta i ning liaison with all dr aft resistance groups and circulating a news
l e tter tha t will keep o t her segments of the movement informed of the develop
t:'.<:: nts in clrcc~ t resis t ance and acb l t support ac t ions throughout the country. 

4. Ci rculating ple (1ge cs rd.s, ge ared tcv?e.r d adults, which would parallel the 
d:-a ft r e sietm:ce pl8c1ge car ds bd.n.q; ci r culated among pre-draft and draft age 
yout h . 

5. Seekin<s O!.l': ~·'c~ens peace o-:-gani.za t i0~s and other interested groups for the 
pt.:~:p o::::'! c :: tryin ~ to orgt'.ni ~e a !!others and Womens draft resistance project. 
( C1:2:~sy c-.nd Laity bas beeun to c'\~velop such a project within their constit
uc:J.:.y.) 

6. Raisir:.~ fi!i1ds t o f inance tb'= f or egcing as 1;-1ell as for sub · . · ~.:·· ·~ :3 
t ance c:7[:~.: ~. i zer 3 . 

r•: c:': t re s ist-

7 • Seeki Dg cut interested l a'i·;yers and l a•N)"ers groups to discuss to1ays of organ
izine; a national le e;al de fense !'.e twork. 

8. Establishin3 a committee to orga:lize this project which w.ill be initially 
mad-: up c£: 

1. Ron Yeung (FOR) - liaison with draft resisters 
2. Rev . 'I':::)mas Ho.yes, o:- sc-::ecne f:com Clerg~· and Laity 
3. K::~l Bisd.ne;er ) "~ I>:;-) Zevin (Resi s t) ~ .. 
4. G'!:ace Pa ley ) Support 9. Moxie Schell (SA~TE) 
5. K<:!i th L.?::!'~e ) in 10. Fred Rosen (Resistance, N.Y.C.) 
6. E~tt~ T.'::-ied ) Ac tion ll . I r;a l Rooden1.":o (v.,., T, --.LJi 
7. No:.:-!'!la BP.cke-: ) 12. Don Newton (SDS) 

National Organi ::::ations work:i.ng in Draft Resistance: 

H:'.! .. 
sr~~-c 

CC::'E 

YAw"F 
Cl\V !1. 
Du!:lois Clcb s 
:::1e R.es ::. ;:;tc.:::ce 
ceca 

Mobilization Committee 
Clergy & Laity Concerned 
Student Mobilization 
Episcopa l Peace Fellowship 
Ca t ho lie Peace fe llm·mhip 



For additional information -

National Organizations working on various aspects of draft resistance: 

American Friends Service Committee 
15 Rutherford Pl. 
New York City 

Catholic Peace Fellowship 
5 Beekman St. 
New York City 

Central Committ~e for Conscientious 
Objectors (CCCO) 
2006 Walnut ·st. 
Philadelppia, Pennsylvania 

Resist 
_166 Fifth Ave. 
New York City 

Students for a Democratic Society 
1608 West Madison St. 
Chicago, Illinois 

Student Mobilization 
17 East 17 St. 
New York City 

Cler.gy & Laymen Concerned About 

475 Riverside Dr. 
New York City 

S~udent Nonviolent Coordinating 
-~ ~-Gommi:-t t-ee =~SNGG+ -~~~._..,..~---=-~~ 

360 Nelson St. SW 

Committee for Nonviolent Action 
5 Beekman St. 
New York City 

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
200 West 135 St. 
New York City 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship 
229 East 59th St. 
New York City 

Fellowship of Reconciliation 
Box 271 
Nyack, N.Y. 

At~anta, Georgia 

The Resistance 
224 West 4 St. 
New York City 

War Resisters League 
5 Beekman St. 
New York City 

W.E.B. DuBois Clubs 
862 Sixth Ave. 
New York City 

Youth Against War & Fascism 
58 West 25 St. 
New York City 

***************************~** * *•************************************** *· * 

.-----'--'->U-. RAET RE.SIST:AN~CE~OJ.EC.T~ _ 
National Mobilization Committee 
857 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10003 
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I am interested in working in an adult support program in my area. 

I would like a speaker to address an interested -group in my area. 

Please send me additio~al information. 

Enclosed is $ ---- to help organize draft resistance. 

NAME ••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•••••••• PHONE •••••••••••••••••.•• 

ADDRESS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CITY •• .....•••.•.•.•••......... · •.•.... STATE . ..•.•..••••.•.• ZIP • .•....•..• 

,. 



Tidbits 

Military Casualities 

A- 250,000 1961-1966 k(Total Military Casualties, NLF, N.Viet, 
S.Viet, U.S.) Generaly printed Pentagon Estimate. 

B- 158,000 1961-1966 (Est. Viet Cong Killed) Also aA pentagon est. 
(I think) Printed in New Republic Jan 7, 1967 

C - 55,000 1966m Viet Cong killed. Newsweek X.. M rch 27 
a 

D- 8,000 per month average V.C. Killed X9 lst 2 months of 1967 

,. 

·-

Newsweek March 27 

All those figures more or less comes from the Pentagon. 

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES 

Note -There are no official mx statistics on Civilian Casualties. 
In a recent hearing Sen Fullbright asked for such statistics and 
was unable to get them. (He did get a runaround that evidently pissed 
him off. this is Eeported in x a Times story) 

l- 1000 per month (J,OOO wounded) more or less offici l estimates 
as printed in ~KKK Washington Pos~ (from xxd an AP dispatch) 
Jan 8 1967 

2- 6 civilian for every military casualtiex (V.C. S.V. U.S.) 
Reprot to HOUSE FORIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE by CONG. CLEMENT 
ZABLOCKI -D. Wise. (a strong 11 dove 11 ) March 17, 1966 This 
reprot was given after a study trip to Vietnam by Zablocki. 
He is a prominant member of the committee. 

J- 10 Civilian for every military casualty. An article by Dr • . · 
W. Washburn in the A.M.A. News (some time in 1966) Further 
information and statistics (especially disease statistics 
can probably be gotten by contacting Physicians For Social 
Responsibility 416 Marlbrough St. Boston Mass.) 

4-Bubonic Plague. 8 cases in S.V., 1961, 2753 in 1966, 905 Jan & 
Feb. 1967. ___ WXK8. W.H.O. figures. 25,000 cases Cohelera (1966?) 
W.H.O. 

Computations. using ~•KkX• Zablocki report and Pentagon est. o 
of military casualties. 
l---1,500,000 Civilian dead from 1961-1966 (10.5% of population of 
S.Vietnam. According to New Statesmens Handbook the 1962 (only 
figure availa•le) population of ~ s. Vxetnam is 14~200,000) 

2-- -BMJD:J£Xitkmlx~ddl~&&&xti'xJbXD:dPcBmntxDix~B:B:x::4:ll:iouucdtmcdtttibry 
xxXXIIt;cmK'kiqtx:i;Q:mxXl!cd:bt:a:91lx~~XJDPIDCJEII:bldt:itxJoiiiJirled 
xxxxmxx.:x%rlaocc~:kKJQCCIDnn(:J(tiXRX:pddlllxX~xrilti:ki:iKJIX fj !§R KK 

xx:xx::skJDI'~xlti:~JCC) 
~ 2- (using line D) if the war continues at the present level 
of 8,000 V.C. dead a month. that will mean 96,000 V.C. casualties 
in the year 1967. This will g mean at least 576,000 civilian 
death this year. Actually it would be more because the U.S. and 
S.V. military figures are not figured in. 



D. C. MOBILIZATION NEWSLETTER 

Come to the :t-.;Iay 9th D. C. Mobilization 
Committee meeting at St. Stephen's 
Church at 8 p.m. Election of Steering 
Committee. Frojects to be discussed. 
Reverend Bevel to speak about May 17th. 
We need your vote and your ideas! 

This is the first is sue of the D. C. Mobilization Newsletter. Its 
purpose is to inform everyone interested in the mobilization of the 
Committee's activities, plans, and projects. 

The D. C. Mobilization Committee now has an office of its own at 
St. Stephen's Church, 16th and Newton streets, N. W. Located on the 
third floor, the new office accommodates meetings of as many as 75 
people. The only thing it lacks is adequate volunteer help. Staff is needed 
on week-days, we 3k-nights, and week-ends. Contact Herb Kelsey or 
Marcia Kallen at 387-6607 if you can assist. 

Activities of the Mobilization Committee 

200 peace partisans were present at a general meeting of the }.l ob
ilization Committee held on Tuesday, April Z5 at St. Stephen's church. 
Discussion centered around a proposal for serious organization of antiwar 
sentiment in Washington-area communities, submitted by Arthur Waskow, 
a Fellow at the Institute for Folicy Studies. The proposal was adopted in 
the form of a motion which was referred to a special committee for 
structural suggestions. Reverend James Bevel, National Director of the 
Spring Mobilization Committee spoke on the past accomplishments and 
future tasks of the antiwar movement nationally. 

On Friday, April 28 General Westmoreland was given a proper 
reception by an antiwar demonstration of 200 people at the White House. 
The successful protest, proposed by Women Strike for Peace, received 
the strong support of the Mobilization Committee. 

On Sunday, April 20, a representative committee met to discuss 
structure of the D. C. Mobilization Committee. The committee will re
commend to the general committee on Tuesday night, May 9, that the 
D. C. Mobilization Committee be headed by a Steering Committee of 30 
members. It composed a slate of 25 representative peace and community 
leaders for recommendation to the general Committee. It further will 
recommend that a staff be elected and they are recommending nomination 
o£ Herb Kelsey as Executive Director, Marcia Kallen as Associate Direc
tor. They will recommend that a full-time secretary be hired for the 
office to be selected by the officers. 
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On Tuesday, May 2, ,.there was a · ~eeting at the Mobilization 
.. ·office op-en: to· ·all . who .,;w.er~ ~nt.erested, which discussed structure. 
· Althmi'gh . S'orne di.fferences Y.,ere ~xpressed on this question, all agreed 
.·that' we · must ! begin .. ~n: . a:, p~q·g~~m of action. Herb Kelsey, meeting 
· · Ch::iirman, · . suggested that we .. get' to work immediately. Those present 
· b~oke ' up into , four . g,r_q~ps · w~i<:;h began to outline programs for precinct 
orgil.nizatio.n; ·. maS·S f!1Ct\Ofl.,· .. ~·du~'ation, and defense Of peace activists 

· under attack. 

· A workshop .. to .. P.:r~pare organizers for the job of taking the 
VIetnam is sue 'to . ;wash~ngton area c·om·munities will begin soon. Activists 
interested in working with thi~ grbup should call· th'e office - 387-6607. . . . . ' . . . . 

· · :: The Mobili~atio~- - Gornmittee i~. i.~volving 
Listed· below is ·. a . . calendar of comi~g events~ · 
detaiL · · 

itself in many activities. 
Gall the office . for further 

:< . • • 

·:Ma.y- .. 7 
May 8 

·, 
.. Rally : and wor~sl;wps against the ·draft at Lafayette .Far)<. 

- Anti-draft deq;on.stration beginning' at .14th · and :N', N. E. , . . . 
marching through the ghetto to the . Rayburn building. · This group 
plans to confront the draft hearings beginning that day. 

May 8 and 9 - People from the ·com,mitt.ee · for <Non.- Violent Action will 

arrive .in .,. I;). C. .after having walked from Boston. On the 9th 
· ' " th'ey .plan .. a :rp.ar~h down. New 'York Avenue . to the Pentagon. 

' Mayl.!4 . .:. ·(Mothers1, Day) - · Moth~. r~ are corning to ·· n. C. from all over 
., ·. , . ' the nat~on . ~o . protest the genocide of the children of Vietnam • 

. . . ~ . . 

. ·, . .' MAY 16,. 17, 18 and 19 
·,· 

.. · ·National · leaders .and . representatlves of the· National- Spring ,Mobili
zation Committee .w~l·l be in the city to t 'alk to Fresident Johnson. Every
one is urged to support their etf~:>rts to. talk 'to the 'President and tell him 
to :stop thi$ war. .Reverend Bevel and other representatives from the 

. , .. National Spring . l\:1obih~ati?~ C.o~tnitte·~ are in · town now and plan to stay 
. '· throughout the next · two weeks ' 'm.akiri.g~ arrangements and gathering support 

for . this confrontq.tion . . Come .to . thc:i meeting on ·Tue.sday and meet them 
and support the activities! The ac·tivities planned · for thes.e days are: 

·-MAY 16 -. · A jr;as,s .. me·~·ting a.'t 8 p. m; at the 
·Temple, ·nth. an:d R , stree.t~. Rev·e~ehd Bevel will 
'the:: next few days . ,will. be .. Q\ltlin~d. : .· 

. . . ~ . . . 
·' · ' · i r . · 

Lincoln Memorial 
speak and plans for 

MAY l7 i: 7. );'he · sre.aker.s ~nd r·~ptesentatives will .be arnvmg in 

D. G. · They will congregate .at the Lin~oln M'emorial Temple at 10 a.m. , 
'· a ta.Jlv ,.-,nll-. f . h ."' 'd :,.r ... ,.;.>n ~1 ~. , t'l'l: · t~ 12,. and at 12 n:oon th'e group will 

· .. ..... d.lk frotn the L1ncoln l\.·1einorj .al TempT<:> t0 the White- Hon~«:> to see the 
:f. resident. 

~--
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MAY 18 and 19 - On these days the group will probably have 
to go back to the White House to try to see the Fresident. Large 
ntJtnbers of people are needed to support their demand to see the 
Fresident. Later in the evening of the 19th there will be another mass 
meeting, largely in preparation for the conference to be held the next 
day. 

May 20 and 21 - A national convention will be held here in D. C. of 
representative antiwar activists to discuss the future plans for 
the national movement, Approximately 6 to 8 hundred people will 
arrive from all over the nation, WE NEED HELF IN MAKING 
HOUSING AND FOOD ARRANGEMENTS. A meeting will be held on 
Monday, May 8th at St. Stephen's Church for those able to help 
with these arrangements. 

M ay 30 - 11emorial Day - Veterans and Reservists against the war plan 
a march. Tbe march will probably be from Dupont Circ~£ to 
Lafayette Square . Contact the office for further information. 

COME to the meeting on Tuesday, May 9, 8 p.m. at St. Stephen's 
Church, 16th and Newton stre ets, N. W. Suggest a project, pick a 
proj e ct, and let's get to work! 
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CONFERENCE AGENDA 
' 0 

Saturdav 20 May 8 AM-?? 

10 AM-1 PM 

Spring Mobiliz.at~ion Commi tte·e: 
NATIONAL WORKSHOP CONFERENCE 
The Hawthorne .Stnbol 
Washington, CC 2~2i May' _' l967 

Registration and housing arrangements 
(Main Entrance; after 10 AM, Gymnasium) 

P1enary Session (ground floor lobby) 
·. ·' . 

Welcome : Dagmar Wilson 
Opening Remarks: Sid Peck 

: ···· 

West c:;oast -Report: Ed Keating · ·. 
--~ -~:~--.-.::.:__:_:_: ___ ·-

0

- - -~;-- • • National Report: James Bevel 

fl t'. 

:. ~ ·r ··-. ·J . 

\:·· 

Student Mobilization Report: Lin_dao.DC:u1nenberg 
. : ··, .. · Discussion · 

Summation and Closing Remark s.: Robert Greenblatt 
· :£_i:· : .· .... 

1 PM-2PM - i~n~h (cafeteria) 
. ,·:.=.:. :~ : .; ___ :.~ .. ... :.:_:_:.._ ______ ----- --- ••. ... 

2 PM-4 PM Workshop Series I (see detailed list below) 

4 PM-6 PM Worksrop Series II (see detailed list below) 

.. 6 · P~f--7.0; i6~: p;.K"-- - i)i-~~'~ ~~ ( c a f etar i a) 

1: 45:-" 10:45 

11 PM 

.. . ,.· :··· 

Workshop Series III (see detailed list below) 

Mobile Theater Group 
• Films: Sons a-n9 Daughters 

Time or the Locust 
o, 0

, • ••• L9:r Life, Against the Wa-r ( Arigry Arts · collage) 
0 

------- (-rooms for ... films and theater to be announced) 
: . ·: \ .. . :_ . . : -,_ 

!: ·_-

Midn~ght 

· 9:30AM 

Deaanrne : for: ~l)bmi tting proposals to presiding committee · 

Sunday 21 May Breakfast (cafeteria) . 
r •. · -

10AM-3PM . o:.. Plenary_?essirm -- -- ·· · 
··:::.~· :. -·--- .. Reports frQm the workshops 

Discussion and desisions 

3 PM Adjournment · 

.. . 
... -- - -- --- ~- - - ·- ·· : -

Literature and Publications--Balcony I . 
Barbara Bick, chairman ,_ · 
Stan Cohen °: · 

Don Newton Ann Peery 
0
• 

Fund Raising--Balcony III 
Jack o~Dell, cijaiim~n · 
Marie Runyon Michael Galazan 

·. 

John Heckman Regional and International Coordination 

Mass Media and Public Relations--Balcony II 
·Paula Weinstein, chairman 
Amy Swerdlow Cora Weiss 
Larry Bensky Jerry Stoll 

:· · . . • 

Staff Room; overflow--Poetry &Music 
Sid Peck , chairman . , .· 
Jack Speigel · kar en Talbot 
Arthur Tuden Mike McCabe 
Peggy Duff 

, : ~~ 
1. '~ 
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WORKSHOP SERIES I, cont. (2PM-4PM) 

Strategy and Tactics ·of Nonviolence 
Momument I; overflow--Capitol II 

James Bevel, chairman 
Robert Greenblatt 
Bernard Lafayette .. 
Barbara Deming 
Beverly Sterner 

WORKSHOP SERIES II ( 4 PM-6PM) · 

Draft Resis.ta.nc.e"" ... Mo,nu!Jl.~.nt I; .overflow" -
Capitol II 

Norma Becker.; . chairman. 
Ron Clark · Tom Hayden 
Ralph DiGia Ivanhoe Donaldson 
Bruce Dancis 

f .. ·.-t t 

Defeatinq Attacks on Dis.sent-.:..Balcony II; 
overflow--Balqo,.ny I a.nd n f . 

Donna Allen, chairman 
William Kunstler Franklin Ale xander 
Ken Cloke Thmmas Emerson 

' . :·. ~. .. . . . 

•!: 

:. ·. ' :' .j' ;· .:.~~ 
·· ••¥· ~ · · - · . -~ · -

.--. · 

a oom 
Le~nard: .. Liggio, chairman 
Gabrieli ; · Edgcomb Conrad Lynn - • • .. • ' ~ J 

Political Action--Monument II; overflow--
Capdrtp,L _I .. · ·· · ... ·· 

Arthur Waskow, chairman 
J.ulian Bonsi., .. ,... · Jerry Grossman 
R-obert Sche·~ .r · John Anderson 

. • • . r ": · ' ' ·' I ~ . .. • . ' - J 

Non-Payment of Taxes for War--Poetry 
.. :. · and Mt.~sJ.c:; .. I,.dbra~-y. -. · . . .. 

Maurice 'McCrac'l(en, chairman 

_ -~---·,.;..~ _'' __ .· ~- li::t r:.il:_ c:r:.Wt.~~~=1nbr-e;::r:j9~·~F.rf-- Erne~~ !3ro~ey ..----~-__ ~ 

WORKSHOJ? ... S,E~ ~.~-9 JJ-!;:, ( { = ;4.~,JJM- ~Q. :45 - PM( : ~ ( .. , ~ :.;~, f-?1~: 't- ~~~1.:;-~~-)~. -t-~+-t------
Draft Resist.aAb·~ ·; c'-~-~nt. ( ~~~-- r~oms) ·· · · ,. Poli ti-~ al Action, cont. (same rooms) 

Trad~' ' Oni~h's a~d ' t abof ·y~iJth.::.. Ba ico~y' ] ' ,_;c -1 Gis and 'v~terans--Bal2~~~! ~-v. 
Al Evanoff, chairman ~ 

1 
. _ ,, f.p~d H~,l~-~~ad, chairman ;> ; •.l 

Sid Peck Jack Speigel _ '/ r • LeRoy Wolins Jan Crumb 
Sumner Rosen Archie Brown -V _ L . '-- ~eubEt Bpt~fr: · Ron .wq.Hn 

Ghetto and Poverty-Area Peop"le::... ~~ l~~Yu ~ j :Neig~bo;h~Qtl Groups--Poetry and Music 
overflow--Balcony 3 1 ~ Library; overflow--Balcony 5 

Herb KQlsey, chairman I J. Mich~el Bopp, chairman 
Ron Clark Tom Hayden / 1 . L .. Dick UKrooth Stephen Holden 
Mike James Ivanhoe Donalason ( John Maher Bob Morris 

·- Paul Brooks ... . .. - ~ .-, : r:: . .... :: r. . 

Artists Aqainst the War--Capi~ol I 
Carol Grosberg, chairman· ' · ·_ .... -

Students and Faculty--Staff Room 
~obert Gre~nblatt, chairman .•. --: .:;:•: . :1:., 
.. Patti Miller GarAlpe;owiit z . <: · -.; , .: ::. :i 

\ 

AJane Adams Robert Gibson ' -:..-,:· :i.. · ·.. ' 

-·-·- •DQn Gurewitz Deborah ·Wei-sburd -~ : . J::~.:' · .. ·_. , 

0

, 
Profes'-s:fofi-ci:i,;-~-Mi-ddle ela·Si'·'·People--

Capi toJ! II . - • _, , . i , :. .- . -. . . _, .. _ .- .: ;· · _., 

Eric Holtzman, ch p,irman · :::' , t.~"·: .. ;·::'-·j · -=~.; r. :.j'~:vr· 

Jules Rabin Sam ~bra~s 
• r 

Irving Petlin Karl Bissinger 

Ken Cloke J .):'J '·
1 
.... ... . . . . \ · .. · .... · ~·· . J ·~ri 

Dr. Philip Shap:i :r:~ ' Michael Arons • . . ... ·r: ,_ .- . .- ·· _. : ._ i -~ 
Dr. David Dubnau 1 /' 

--~ 
A, 

Bruce_Hartford
Typewritten Text
[Doodles by bored participant]



,,t ~JRING MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE@ 
rt' . ! . 

FOUNDING CHAIRMAN 

A.J . MUSTE 
( 1885-1967) 

VICE CHAIRMEN 

DAVE DELLINGER 
ROBERT GREENBLATI 
EDWARD KEATING 
SIDNEY PECK 
CLEVELAND ROBINSON 
DAGMAR WILSON 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

JAMES BEVEL 

WEST COAST OFFICERS 

CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD KEATING 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

KIPP DAWSON 

TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM 

Dear 

857 BROADWAY 3rd FlOOR 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003 

212-67 5-4605 

This letter is being sent to you as one of the 
individuals experienced and concerned ·with the 
development of a nonviolent, direct action force as 
part of the movement to end the war. We are sure you 
agree that it is necessary that the future course of 
this development take on clear and coordinated 
direction. Enclosed you will find a proposal by 
Robert Greenblatt, one of _the Vice-Chairmen of the 
Spring Mobilization Committee, which deals with __ . 
future development and direction of nonviolent action 
and. resistance, and which we hope you will read and 
consider. . . 

The Apr C: l 15th Mobilization, with its unprecedente<l 
outpouring of individuals prepared for -deeper inve>lvemEmt, 
mak~s coordination of future action imperative for 
makimum effectiveness. The momentum of the Spring 
Mobili~~tion has inspire~ various organizations and 
indiviquals to further action- perhaps of a mor~ 
radica+ nature. It is important that we exchange 
ideas ~nd cooperate with each other in order to 
develop the most strategically effective way of 
ending · this war. 

A workshop on the Strategy And Tactics Of Nonviolence 
will be held on May 20th as part of the Spring 
Mobilization conference on May 20 and 21 • . Resource 
people for that workshop will include Robert Green
blatt, john Lewis, James Bevel, Bernard L.afayette~ 
and Barbara Demming. The confrontation at the White 
House by a delegation of the Spring Mobilization 
Committee will take place on May 17th. The evening 
of May 17th seems to be the opportune time for a 
preliminary meeting of selected and experienced 
individuals who are interested in developing 
nonviolent direct action and who would bring greater 
clarity and direction to the open workshop on May 2$. 

· In addition, there may be those individuals unable 
to .attend the workshop on May 20 {or who may be 
attending other. workshops) but who 1 nevertheless_., 
would want to be involved in the development 9f a 
strategy of direct action. Tho~e attending thi~ 
prelimina~y meeting on May 17 could then proje-Ct - the 
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SPRING MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE 
TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM 

FOUNDING CHAIRMAN 

A.J. MUSTE 
( 1885-19671 

VICE CHAIRMEN 

DAVE DELLINGER 
ROBERT GREENBLATT 
EDWARD KEATING 
SIDNEY PECK 
CLEVELAND ROBINSON 
DAGMAR WILSON 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

JAMES BEVEL 

WEST COAST OFFICERS 

CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD KEATING 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

KIPP DAWSON 

857 BROADWAY 3rd FLO.OR 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003 
21 2-67 5-4605 

direction and thinking of that meeting both to 
their own constituencies and to other workshops they 
may wish to attend (e.g. draft resistance). Details 
of the preliminary meeting on Nonviolent Strategy And 
Tactics (time and place, etc.) as well as a list of 
those invited are given on the enclosed sheet. 

~~~~ 
Beverly Sterner 

(C0?-3261) 

Lf~ ~~- --~ ~ 
BarryGr~ 

(675-4605) 

P.S. Will you contact either of us to indicate 
your participation. 
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The Paradox of Power 

A Report from the Mobilization Direct Action Project 

The events at the USN destroyer Newman K. Perry this Hiroshima day 
illustrate quite \vell t he sort ()f non-violent confrontation which the 
Mobilization Direct Act i on Proj ~ct has been experimenting with in 
Brooklyn since the begi nning of June. We were lucky at the Newman K. 
Perry--our mistakes Here:;:t 't noticed, while those of the Navy and the 
police were--but even so, the ~oc ~ of our success lay not in the 
accidents of the day, bu t i n th~ t heory . 

In outline, we forr:~u l r1.te d a simple and reasonable demand, one 
uncomfortable .for the established powers. l:'he powers then had to decide 
whether to give in or to move u s out. As soon a s they decided to use 
force, they had lost, t~ough cevera l more moves were made before their 

'~---"'=---to~-e-c a-me~ eviden~. --'f.':J '. s-te·ck1i-que~exposes the pa radox--of power-, 
especially where the for ce on whi ch t he est[!blished powers depend is 
hidden behind supposed l ~~s. 

The Newman K. Perry, which had bP. en in action off the coast of 
Vietnam, was opened to the publ i c on Hiroshima day, Sunday, August 6th. 
We in the Direct Action Project f e l t that Ne had to counteract this 
attempt ori the part of the gove~nment to make mass murder a Sunday
afternoon-bring- the-kids affair. I n order to bring the real world to 
the ship's visitors , we r..;ore a sh-co l ored dec:".t h manks as ~.;e attempted 
to visit the ship o,_,_rselves. 

New York City has a law fo?:"bidding the v<earing of masks in public. 
As we had expected, th<:! police a ttempted to stop us with this law long 
before we were able to get to the ship. We had previously decided that 
we were not interested simply in contesting the mask law, so we removed 
the masks, and wore them on the backs of our heads. The police were so 
eager to get rid of us that they actu~lly began to arrest us before we 
requested time to remove the masl s. 

We vigiled for about half e.n hour as the supporting picket line 
marched around us. The picketers and leafleters continued working 
outside the pier throughout the action, even after those wearing masks 
were removed, until four o ' clock, when the shi p closed to the public. 
Their presence was invaluable i n informing bystanders what the ruckus 

-·- was a-ll abGu.t. . .___ ---· ~ ...__--.o. _____ . __ .,__ ~ 

At one o'clock, when the publ i c was allowed into the warehouse, 
those wearing masks got in line. To our surprise, we were let into the 
building. 

The warehouse f rom which one enters the ship is a long, high 
building. Tv10 ship s we::.:e docked there, an Italian ship and beyond it 
the Newman K. Perry. It was some distance to the ship, and while we 
slowly marched, ringing cur small bells, the police moved those behind 
us forward. Since very few, if any, were let inside behind us, we were 
soon at the very back of the line. No more than a dozen or so were let 
on the ship at a time, so we stood in line over an hour, while being 
thoroughly photographed and recorded. 

Everyone ahead of us was f i nally let on the ship, but a chain was 
snapped across the gangplank when we approached. The captain of the 
ship came forward and announced that in view of our misconception 



<, 

ti.1aC a cestroyzr :i. S L~ l .ctl.S trumer;.i: u f :":e structi.on and in or der to 
expedite visits by the public, we would not be allowed to board. He 
offered to show us around the ship after the closing at four o'clock, an 
offer Hhich "tvC have lcc-cmd he did not intend to keep. Our spokesm<m, 
Rod Robinson, replied tnat ·we considered ourselves a part of the public 
and therefore wanted no special privileges. 

After He were: t s J.(~ n:;, cou!.C: n.ot boa:;.·d, TJle s tayed ir: front cf the 
gangplank. I suppose tno.c at that point we could have been arrested 
for blocking, but the r.avy and the police had evidently decided to be 
cautious. Rather than clearing ~s away, they used as an entrance the 
exit gangp•lank, which was about ten feet away from the original entrance. 
After consultation, four of us moved to the other gangplank in an 
attempt to board. He nade it quite clear that we did r.ot wish to block 
navy personnel or anyone leaving the ship, but a wall of sailors was 
formed to separate us from the r est of the public. The sailors began 
pushinG us bnck, l1a:::d enough so that v7e were forced to sit dowh to 
protect ourselves . The group at the original entrance also sat down. 

------After con£err ing,- we O:.:c --:i-ded- to---t-ty- to-· jo·in- the line -aga;.n -;- vle -stood
up, and again the sailors, link~d arm in arm, pushed us. The two girls 
were pushed into the paddy wagon v1hich had by then appeared, but they 
quickly clambered back out. The sailors pushed us back a fair distance 
from the gangplank before they let up. 

We held another conference and decided that Rod should request the 
police to restrain t he navy. The police captain's reply was that his 
authority in the warebouce extended only to the protection of life 
and property in ca::;e of en actuaJ. b:-each of the peace. We then put on 
our masks, since the police apparently bad no authority to stop us. 
A few minutes late::- we were arrested. 

It is impossible t0 g11uge ~vith e.ny accuracy our effect on the other 
visitors to the ship. w~ heard a few parents reply to their children's 
questions that we represeated dead Vietnamese, but we also heard people 
calling us Communist p i gs. Hopefully, the press coverage of the action 
will have good effect s. But further, ~.,e demonstrated once again that 
the peace movement T<lill not stanc idle .while the government trizs to 
fool the public. I hope that the event:s of the day will show that 
the government has n0 compunctions about lying or locking people up when 
it suits their purpose. This lesson may prove of importance as we 
continue through resistance our drive to end the war. 

Matthew Clark 
Mobilization Direct 

Action Project 
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The following working paper is intended to generate discussion 

on questimns of some future qirections in the peace movement and 

the Spring Mobilization. While wiahing to acknowledge the help of 

other members of the Mobilization Steering Committee and staff as 

a source for many of the ideas presented here, I accept full responsi~ 

bility for arw shortcomings in the final presenta:tion~ 
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Part I: General Perspectives 

From its earliest inception in July, 1966~ one of the prime 

objectives of the Mobilization was the welding together of the 

widest possi'b·le grouping of people who are opposed to America 1 s 

brutal and brutalizing war in Vietnam. This objective was carried 

out with ~ualified success. Despite several attempts at red-

baiting, 11 black power11· baiting, and other attempts to split the 

movement, no political tendency was excluded either from planning or from 

participating in the April 15th Spring Mobiliza tion. The massive 

popular support given to the Mobilization confirmed the wisdom of this 

policy·. 

The Spring Mobiliza tion, the body which spearheaded the 

development of a non-exclusionary policy of participation in the 

peace movement, must be prepared to take the next logical step in the 

maturation of a serious peace movement. This next step is the devel-

opment of ~ non-exclu~ionary approach to program and peace-action! 

The Spring Mobilization is the widest coalition of political and sociaL 

forces this country has seen. Our statements have reflected this in 

the past, and our actions must reflect it in the future. 

There are three basically distinct program areas in wfuich 

ele~nts in the peace movement have participated. These may be 

described for convenience as ""follows: 

1) Political action (e.g. referenda, peace candidacies) 

2) Protest action 

J) Direct action and resistence 
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As with political divisions in the past, too much energy has 

been wasted in fact .ional disputes over the relative "seriousness"; and 

"'responsibilty" of these various forms of peace-action. It is my firm 

conviction that these areas can and must re-enforce one another. 

People primarily interested in one or another of these program ~reas 

must be brought into close communication so that they can each make 

their unique contribution to a total movement for peace. The Spring 

Mobilization, because of its broad nature, is in a position to be the 

essential catalyst in such a development. For this reason, I propose 

that we avoid the trap of artificially selecting one of these areas as 

singularly appropriate for our attention. Rather, we must commit our

selves to help develop and support programs in each of these areas. 

We must commit staff and resources to each of these categories. 

Where viable programs already exist we should co-operate with those 

groups whi ch are involved. Where there is a lack, we should work in 

developing new programs. Always we must remain broad enough to allow 

for the particioation of people who are first beginning to question the 

Administration's policy as well as those ready to refuse all participation 

in the war machine, 

The Spring Mobilization 1 s \vashington program for the week of May 

17 is the perfect time to launch such an effort. I have little doubt 

that the planned confrontation of our delegation with the President will 

make it quite clear to everyone that the Johnson Administration has no 

intention of stopping this war and therefore, if the war is to stop, 
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the American people wi~l have to do it through means Which they must 

develop. 

Central to any such direct action must be a program for the 

ever-growing number of people who are ready to cease co-operating with 

policies of destruction and genocide and equally ready to commit them

selves to building for peace and equality. 

We must meet creatively the readiness of thousands of young 

people, who refuse induction in an army of war to serve in an organized 

volunteer Force for Peace. Such Forces can be recruited and set up in 

every community and school in the count~. 

It would probably be wise, in the initial stages, to select 

several cities where we already have maximum organization and contact. 

As a start, we may concentrate on New York, San Francisco, Washington, 

Cleveland, and Upstate New York. Properly conceived, these Forces for 

Peace can serve as stimuli for every other kind of community peace action. 

In turn, the eff;ctiveness of such Forces is predicated on the support of 

the full community, ranging from housing and hospit~ity to supportive 

actions. 

Recruiting can be set up near armY induction centers. Parents 

and teachers can demand that schools that are all too ready to allow 

milita~ recruit~ng on their grounds also allow recruiting to the Force 

for Peace. 

It would probably be wise t~ have weekly mass meetings of Peace 

Forces from different parts of the city. At the end of the summer, before 
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t he fall school semester, we could have sBve ral regional mass meetings 

at which time specific programs and targets can be jointly de cided upon. 

The preceding conside rations have certain i mplications for the 

continuing structure of the Spring Mobilization. This structure must allow 

for maximum flexibility for each area of action while remaining sensitive 

to the s ensibilities of the various t endencies already r epresented in the 

Spring Mobilization as well as the new constituencies that we must and 

shall bring in. (Stop here and read page 4a) 

Part II. Direct Action and Resi~tance 

There is a growing realization of people in all segments of the 

peace movement that 111e have come to the point where committed and sustained 

direct action must become an integral part of a multifaceted movement against 

the war in Vietnam. This realization is given substance by the growing 

readiness on the parts of many people, especially students and other young 

people, to foreswear participation, dire ~tly or by acquiessence, in the 

war makj_ng machinery of this country. The peace movement generally, and 

the Mobilization in particular, must meet these developments in an open 

and creative way. 

One idea in this direction is the Force for Peace referred to 

earlier. The concept of such a Force for Peace emerged fr~m numerous in
re-...Piec-+s 

formal discussions and g? 's some of the thinking of people inter ested 

in full-time organizing and prepared to plan and participate in strategic 

confrontation as a tool in building a committed movement. 

Much of the specific~programs to be unde~aken by F~rces for Peace 

would have to emerge once the program is in process, but some general out-

1ines can be sketched at this point. 
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STRUCTURE 

The overall str4cture and general decision procedure must emerge 

from the kind of discussions and consultations which will take place at the 

Washington Conference. But whatever the final form and make-up of this struc

ture, it should allow for three distinct divisions corresponding to the three 

program areas referred to earlier, i.e . 1) Political Action 2) Protest Action 

3) Direct Action and Resistance. Each of these divisions should be viewed 

as an arm of the total coalition and should have its own supervisory body or 

Action Committee, possibly headed by an Action Director. The Action Committee 

should be small enough to allow for effective functioning. However, the 

composition of each Action Committee should include the various tendencies 

interested in the corresponding program areas. 

It would be the function of each Action Committee t9 project, 

coordinate, and implement programs in the given area within the general 

guidelines established by the over-all decision-making body of the Mobili

zation. It would also '@ the responsibility of these Compittee, and 

especially of the Action Directors, to insure that they function in a mu

tually supportive way. {Begin reading Part II, page 4) 
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The main source of volunt ee rs for Peace Forces envisioned ini

tially is young people already committed to dr aft refUsal and other fo rms 

of r esistance . In addition to daily activities in which the~ could en-

gage, these volunteers, could serve as the core for any major non-'rlolent 

confrontations which might be called for in a larger contexte On an 

eve ~day l evel, they would work in task forces of about twenty people , -----
each task· force operating in a given community with several conwunities 

cover ed in any given city. Ideally, families . and sympathetic groups in 

the community would act as hosts and provide room and board for voluntee rs 

on a rotating basis. 

Each task force s hould operate autonomously in its da.Y t<:. .. g2-;r 

activities. The functions of the Direct Action Committee would include 

establishing t ask forces, providing staff for orientation workshops, 

coordinating the activities of task forces vmrking in different com-

munities, and planning larger actions involving more thah one locationo 

Once s et into motion, each t ask force shoul d attempt t o r ecruit 

to its own number from young people in the community. A concentrated 

effort must be made to pressure schools in the area to allow for Peace 

Forces on their grounds as they allow r ecruiting for Armed Forces" This 

kind of action, if properly planned, can get the support of local clE;! rg~r 

and PTA members. Other strategic locations for recruiting for Peace 

Forces are local churches, crmmunity houses, and induction centers . If 

done carefully, community support can be generated to develop real 

alternatives for young people t o pursue . 

Several ideas have been suggested to emphasize the high levels 

of committment that Forces for Peace can foster and stimulate. Aft er 

. an initial orientation period, a voluntee r can join on a provisional 

basis during which time he or she can decide whether to become a full 

time volunteer. It has been suggested that at the beginning of this 
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trial period, male volunteers turn in their draft cards to some other 

member of the group~ At periodic intervals; mass meetings can be held 

to formally accept those people who have decided to join fully in the 

~eace F~rce. This event can be marked by having the female volunteers 
. ' 

destroy the draft cards of the men and issuing Peace Cards in their place• 

Mapy ot her specific ideas can and must be developed to make this 

into a real F~rce for Peace and not merely an idea. However, the concept 

s eems fertile enough to stimulate and accomodate new ideas and can fur-

nish an avenue for serious and massive action against the war. 



PROPOSAL submitted to the National Workshop Conference of the Spring Mobilization 
Committee, Washington, DC, May .20-21, 1967 by 

Long Island United for Peace,- Box 382, Westbury, NY 11500: 

The Executive Board of this organizaticr., n~presenting roughly 7000 votes i P 1966 
Congressional elections in the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Districts, Long Island, passed 
the following resolution on May 10 ; 1967: 

"The U:1ited for Peace Movement of Nassau and Suffolk counties, Long Isle.nd, recommends 
that the as::: e~i'::>J ed delegates to the Natioa::tl Conferer>.ce of ::?rotest, Politics and 
Resist~nee DECLARE Tlf..£IR INDEPENDENCE f rom the war in Vh~tnam, from the major partie::; 
supporting t~1at war, and from the government ,.;raging th11t 'ir2r, BY ESTABLISH:CNG A PEACE 
CO~SD.ESS , t o be cat·,~· osed by one repre. sents.t5.ve of the p e.:1ce fo r.-c'3 S f rom e ;:;.c~. c,,r•.
gressiona1 Di strict: in the United States." 

"The United for Peace mov,:;ment of Nassau and Suffolk count i es urges the Confe ren>:c: 
to go about setting up an independent National Political Party i n order to insure 
th11t the 1968 voter will have a "Peace Alternative." 

submitted May 15, 1967 
I~arl Bernhard, Chai.;:man 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE MINUTES - MAY 30 

Herb Kels-ey chaired the meeting. Approximately 30 persons 
were in attendance. 

L Report given on the activities since May 9, the last time the main 
body met. These activities included: Mothers Day March, the May 
17-19 confrontations at the White House, mass rallies, and the national 
conference on May 20-21 at Hawthorne School. It was reported that 
the Steering Committee had met twice since the 9th, 

II, Report given on Reverend Channing Philips and his situation at 
Lincoln Memorial Temple.. The Board of Directors of the Church had 
recently taken away his priviledge of choosing who could speak ·at the 

-church. It was felt that this was a direct result of Stokely Carmichael 
having spoken there. It was suggested that a letter be sent in the name 
of the D. C. Mobilization Committee regreting that this decision had been 
made and urging that it be changed. Individuals who felt so inclined could 
also write letters supporting Reverend Philips. 

III. Buddy Tieger. A report was given of the activities centered 
around Buddy Tieger1 s refusal to be inducted and the reaction of the 
Army. Approximately 30 persons picketed at the induction center at 
916 G Street on Monday morning, May 29. The Army answered by 
telling Buddy that there were administrative tie -ups with his case and 
that they would call him later to report. 

IV. A report was given on the Quaker sit-in. 

V. A Statement of Purpose and Non-Exclusion was submitted for 
approval by the general body. Discussion followed. It was moved 
and seconded that we adopt the statement of purpose and non-exlusion 
as prepared. An amendment was made that the t~tled be changed from 
11 The Washington Mobilization for Peace" to the "Washington Mobilization 
Committee to End the War in Vietnam". The amendment was seconded 
and carried. The motion was carried. 

VL Veterans March. Mr. Ron Wolin, National Coordinator for the 
Veterans March on May 30, reported on the March. He gave a 
background summary of what the Veterans were doing and the new 
elements they were attracting. He pointed out that one of the main 
goals of the Veterans was to show the G. L 1 s that the movement is 
supporting them. Another national action has been planned by the 
Vetel'ans for July 4 in Philadelphia. 

A meeting of Washington, D. C. Veterans has been called for 
June 8 at the home of Mr. F. W. Mitchell, 3834 Fulton Street, N, W. 
at 8:15. 
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VIL Steering Committee Report 

A. Announcement made of officers that had been elected: 
These were Herb Kelsey, Executive Director; Marcia Kallen, 
Associate Director; three co-chairmen, Donna All~n, Father Wendt. 
John Gibson; Treasurer, Abe Bloom; Secretary, Linda Wetter. 

B. It was announced that a Finance Committee had been 
appointed. 

c. 
seconded, 
be placed 

As recommended by the Steering Committee, 
and carried that Vivian Moore, as Chairman 
on the Steering Committee. 

it was moved, 
of the Newsletter, 

D. As recommended by the Steering Committee, it was moved, 
seconded and carried that whatever policy is passed on by the Steering 
Committee in regard to mass actions c:.nd/or policy decisions must be 
passed on to the main body for approval, except in the case of 
emergency. 

E. As recommended by the Steering Committee, it was moved, 
seconded, and carried that all recom.men(lations or proposals made to 
the Stee:ring Committee, or to the main body, be submitted to the office 
secretary for reproduction in mimeographed form so that they can be 
distributed to members at least 2.4 hours in advance, where possible. 

VIIL Donna Allen read a letter from Senator Edward Kennedy in 
response to our letter to him in regard to the draft law. 

IX. Funds were raised, specifically for the purchase of a typewriter 
in the office. Approximately $57.00 were collected. 

It was sugg.ested by Arthur Waskow that the Newsletter carry a 
request for funds from individuals on a regular -basis and in large -
amounts. 

X, Janet Andruzi asked for volunteers in the office. Volunteers are 
badly needed at all times. 

XL It was moved, seconded, and carried that the D. C. Mobilization 
Committee refuse each month to pay tax on the telephone bill and that 
the staff and Executive Committee is sue a public statement explaining 
o~r refusal to pay the tax. 

Xll. Petitions in support of the Fort Hood Three were distributed and 
people were asked to sign them and send them in. 

The meeting then broke up into the various sub-committees. 
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SPRING MOBILIZATION FINANCIAL REPORT 
AS OF 6/2/67 

BILLS PAY 

LOANS PAY 9oo.oo-

TOTAL DEB 1546.81 

i ess fund 602.;51 

CURRENT DEFICi T $10944.;30 . . . . . ,. 
LIST OF PRE'Ss'rNG 

Phones 
.New deposit on phone 
Photo Comp .Pres 
Mimeo paper 
Telegrams 
Typewriter rent 
Poster Boa.rd ~ ~ 

~ti:meo .. supplie,--~ 
Star Printl:ng 
Travel bills 
Typewriters (rented 
ad • • •. •. 

·weekly ·e.xp~ns·es $. 'ZQO~.- o 
Misc. - - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL NEEDED WITHIN 
30 DAYS IF WE ARE 
TO SURVIVE - - - - - • 

X 4 • -- - -

. . -. 

2800·. 00 J '\ 

~ooo~o·o-

7975.00 
{$8000.00) 

t ' .. 



RES 0 L U T r · o N 0 N T R E ~.1 I D D L E E A S T C R I S I S 

Whereas, the war in the Middle East is fundamentally the same as the war 

in Vietnam, differing only in form but not in essense, and, 

Whereas, this war is basicly an attempt by the u. s. government to crush 

the rising struggle of the Arab people against the domination of 

the Western imperialist pot<~ers and the U. s. in particular, and, 

Whereas, the oil of t he !'·!ideast, which belongs to the Arab people , is 0\med 

and controlled by U. S., British, and other Western monopolies, 

Therefore, be it resolved that: 

The Spring !·iobilization Comrni ttee denounce the U. S. sponsored 

Israeli invasion as an aggression against the Arab people and demand, 

as a first step, the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Israeli 

troops from Arab territory. The U. S. Sixth fleet must immediately leave 

the Mediterranean area .. 

submitted by Youth Against War and Fascism 

58 West 25th St. NYC tel: 242 9225, 675 2520 

Bruce_Hartford
Typewritten Text
[Regarding Third Arab-Israeli War, June 1967]
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The National ~1obilization Committee to _End the War 

in Vietnam has been in existence .since the late :fall 

o£ 1966 . Until,. May 1967 it was kno1m as the Spring 
~ 

Mobili~ation~ the· sponsor of the April 15~ march in 

New York and San Francisco . The Mobilization ~s a 

coalition o:f representatives o:f over 100 peace and 
-

freedom organizations . Its purpose is to organize 

National actions and programs 0 to provide national focus and 

coordination £ortthe anti-war movement, and to provide a structure 

:for communication and discussion of ideas nationally . 

There are a number o:f reasons t:or national .aetions .and f'oei in 

addition to l~cal a~d region al programs ·. The:f':first is simply that · 

the l~ar is a problem which a f':fect.s ·the 't'lhole country and that in 

the fin~l anal~.sis it must h e attacked o~ a national l.evel .. National 

actions demonstrate the extont of sentiment and organization against 

· the ~ar .and thus provide . ·(; h(a strongest voice · of' the . anti-war 

. movement ~ Secondly, national activity breaks down the sense o£ 

isolation felt _by many local anti•'t'lar · groups . 

Local. t'lork is the most ·bae'"'breaking, difficult and discouraging 

type of t<tork in the movemen t t and a dramatic action of' national 
. . 

f'oeus involving thousands .. o f' people, pro~i-des psychological support 

and revitalization to the : oeal movement · and a sense o~ identification 

with a larger group o To th rest of the community also , national 



vt,aibility is important in order .o show that the local rtpeaceniks 1 

. 
are not just an isolated b ncb o nuts, but are art of a lar or 

and stro er movement su .d · y nationally tnm and respected 

i ur~s. Joinin .such a .., ou is t eref'orQ less o£ a ris • Clditional1y. 

a loose bl;lti.onal rog of' action .supp ies £r ewor ith:i.n which 

local group s can oerate ore meani fully, tbata i there were no 

broade eontoxt su pli~s backgr und and continuity. (too tightly 

st~ctured ~ national program should, o£ course, o avoided because 

ot: the restricting oi' ect on local ini.tiati vo an develo.pment.) 

t · d reason £or ac~ons tb national Visibility is tba-'t -.tbo 

not only r evitalizes oxi.stin groups, but also stimulates tb f'or at1on 

and devel.op1uent of' now roups. inall.y; national. actions aTe a -eans 

of' develop ing uni.ty among - the se ~ato anti-war orgalli~ationa that 

ex:Lst both nationally and locally it out 1rnpofiin o til any one 

philosophy or p rogram . This unity is nood d to prevon.-t. tbe dissipation 

o'£ onorgy into t'actions and in-f'i J tin. t.nstead of concentro.tillg on 

fighting the war. 

Local group s benef':i.t t'rom national actions not onl.y psychologically 

bu.t also or · anit&1 tiooally. n or er o or anizo. poople into a vi.able 

group and to develop Q .ro ram of' radioalizin th , it is noeessart: 

to organ1~e t.hem around so o£ ac~ien, i~atea o£ joinin in 

general "discussion ' • e action can be o local, re ional or national 

sco e but o£ten ii is dif~ieult to find a suitable action ithin a 

given community.A n tional action can provide a suJ.tab1e targ«. 

Usual y national action can be us to draw peo le into eace 

•ctivities who would not have como ou~ otbe se. ee these eople 

have artici ·ated in a national action it is much easie to involve 

~em in local activities. 

A nationa~ p eace movement lso providQS de£ense and protection for 
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aa 'local movemont- Ttie inf'l.uence C a visible nation-wide str,engtb 

bQs alr~ady undoubtedly deterred attacks on COiill'JUidty peoce rou s, 

because o£ tbo"r ~ssociation it lar~e movements . To a~tack a small 

ooiZIDUDity eace group , ot th·a t • e , 1 tho same as atteoking the 

cm.tirQ peace movement, :il1c1ud.ing the Drs . , poQ , et.al. 

/ 

.. 



At this time; the ria-bional Mobilization :ls engaged in throe projects - the 

The f"i....rst qf uhose projects ~-the Direct Ac t ion pToject 't<Jhich is designed to 
. . ~ 

. carry out direct action in \va?hington D.c. for a 'SUtrhained per-J.cxl o:f' time. The 

demonstl~a:Gions tt.ill oo frouse:l around the theoo 6 No more ho;ys for Vietnam• ~e need 

them hel'e~t. The projact t-dll ooneerrb.rate . ,2. ·t gate - the Arrm services can-

·mttees of the House a.l'Xi Senate.1 and the nat.ional headquarters of the Selective 

Se.rvice Committee. Beginning Sept :u, gy.Jall (lo-5o pe!'fJons) teans oi demonstrators 

t1'ill start caning to W~hington fran differen·h ar0tl3 on a d~ schedule to take 

militont dil"ed• , eot.ion at one of the t~·ro targets. . E~h fioup mll have its orm 

idehti·ty, eithet<> GeoeraphicaJ. (E. O: • Ithaca), proc;rarn:1tioal {e. g .. dloaft resj.stors) 

. or both (e. g. 'J• • draft resiStors). It is hoPed that these actions 11ill continue 

until OOT 16,. Far' .furth<91" in£orn.Gtion abou·t the specifibs of this project contact 

the ·Hobilization Direc.t Action Projeo:t <c.t !.a:tiona.l Mob. bendquarters• 857 ~oadway 

N.Y.Ce 675 0$ 

. . 

The second major progeau of ·tbe National. Mobilization Committee is the Dr_aft · 

Resistance Program • . Con¢luding that the Nobilization Comitt.e(3· could not irectly 

COJ}tribute anything more to the ef.f'arts to ·~organize draft aged young man; arld to 
' ' 

avoid duplicating the 't-fark o£ the exi.stenh groups Hho are in a position ·ho do this 
• ' 0 

lnai"G ef£ecti"V'ely~ it ~yes decided that uhe Hobilir .. a:bion Ccmmit·hee could £ill a vita\ 

gap in this area-that o£ organizing adul.t suppor·t pro~~· In at"oempting to -

lnuneh this, t1 t¢ochwe ~JaS ~QJ.opad1 · presorrbing the med £cr organizing these 

groups• end lis~mg suggest3-ons far e.et.:l.vi.tes . that oould direetly .aid draft resistors 

. 1\mn. direct action to fu.nd.-raising. This broohill'e uas sent to contacts ecrose the 
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TENT.ATIVE AQENDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE JUNE 17, 1967 

SPRING MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE 

~1. Co-Chairman's meeting 
, ....... -'1!!!!!=-- /.!Atvlf 

2. · Report on staff 

3. Report on funding 

4. Expansion of Co-Chairmanships 
:>- .,.. AN~vNCjlt,'$:tv( 

5. Program proposals 

a. Direct Action 

b. Draft Resistance 

c. Mass Action OC.T :ZI 

d. Political Action 

6. Proposal on Working Committee 

7. Public Relations 
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Preliminary Meeting on Nonviolent Strategy and Tactics 

Time: 7:00P.M., Wednesday, May 17, 1967 

Place: St. Stephens and Incarnation Church 
16th and Newton Streets, NW 
~ ~ashington D C 
(office of Washington Mobilization Committee) 

People Invited: 

James Bevel 
Robert GreP.nhlatt 

Representatives from: 

Bernard ~ ~UCL ~fayette 
John Lewis 
Barbara Deming 
Staughton Lynd 
Jack O'Dell 
Noam Chomsky 
Fred Goff 
Torn Bradley 
Torn Hayden 
Russ Johnson 
C.T. Vivian 
Honey Knopp (AFSC) 
Metz RolU('s 
Vince Harding 
James Lawson 
Paul Potter 
Jonathan Mirsky 
John Dolan 
Ivanhoe Donaldsen (SNCC) 
Elizabeth S~therland (SNCC) 
John Mahyer 
Tom Hayes 
Ron Clark {CORE) 
Beverly Sterner 
Ross Flanc.gan 
John Darr 
Cliff Rugg 
Steve Weisman 
'd'o~1n Barb er 
Prathia Hall Wynn 

War Resisters' League 
Fellowship of Reconcili

ation/Catholic Peace 
Fellowship 

Committee for Non-Violent 
Action/WIN 

Draft Denial/Support-in
Action/College drop
outs 

c 
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A REPORT ON THE MOBILIZATION DIRECT ACTION PROJECT 

Since late May, the MObilization Direct Action Project, 
which consists of ten full-time volunteer staff, one field advisor, 
and two part-time adult advisors, has been experimenting in building 
a direct action movement in the Flatbush area of BrooklyD.. We have 
used direct action as a tool not only to reach those not yet 
organized, but also to increase the committment of those already 
involved in local peace work~ 

}'!'e feel _t~t wi"t;hou~ rel~Y.an~o :t.:Q.~ c_s_~i t~ no direct actiOQ_ 
program can be effective. Therefore, our first effort was to get 
to know the community as well as possible. The volunteers have 
lived with families in the area, and members of the project have 
regularly attended meetings of local peace groups to discuss 
recipll.,cal cooperation in program and activity• This cooperation 
has been to a large extent achieved. 

During this first period of our work, we held a mumber of 
public meetings to discuss the war and actions against it. We have 
experimented in pnblicity and program depend1ng on the audience 
expected. 

A great number of contacts were made through our cooperation 
with other groups and through our meetings. These have become 
vitalii communicating to the community our outlook and program. 

We laarned a great deal · ': .• :~ dtn"ing the initial period ·of our 
work about the resptmse of various groups in the community - the 
organized anti-war groups 1 the police 1 minor officials 1 pro-war 
groups, etc. In particular, we found that many people in the 
community who considered themselves pert of the peace movement were 
not, during the summer, stimulat1ng visible anti-war activity • 

.=---- ---~~-- ~ Th~s-l.it.tle cmhetiveness--or -eotmnWl:l'catioo--amcmg-'the-sepal'Bte- - --
groups, and there was % a general unw1111Dgness to 1nit1a.te action 
outside the standard peace activities. 

Direct action confronts the 1nd1vidual with his own responsibility 
to either oppose evil or to tolerate it. The direct action 
workers place themselves in a position such that ths evil will 

· react if present. Those who observe the reaction are then forced 
to decide what to do~ Those who decide to oppose the evil are 
brought into a close communication with others who have made the 
same decision.. New forces are created 1 which may last after the 
specific action which creates them.. Patterns of behavior are 
established Whi~h make it ~asier for an individual to oppose evil 
afterwards. 



• 

The direct action we took in Flatbush was simply to establish 
a peace information and recruiting table beside military recruiting 
stations. We made careful. preparations to make our action as 
rea.ao:!:al)l~ r.s !-Of:rd 1l:1-<: ~ T-Te :tr.formec. ·:-l•.t ~'cl~: c~ e e.ll'J. tht:.: :L'ecruit::fJ:Ig 
stavl0/.15 i:u ud.va,":lce. We attempted to 1G~.plain to the officers in the 
stat:l.o:a r.~ onr .-.·ea~,o:.!ls for the 8ct1on. Thacje !,)l-epa"t"ations and others 
prevc:r::; t he s·:.;t;p :l".c11·~y and evil ot the military and the police to 
become loat in a mans of technicalities. We informed the community 
of our action in advance and invited their suggestions. It was not 
our intention to f_Q9l, but_t_o espose._ --

As the action turned oqt; the major evil was most evident in the 
reaction of the pro-war elements in the community, rather than the 
police8 A large crowd gathered which heckled our action and which 
eventually attacked several members of the Project• Two members 
of · - the Project were hit1 onv was dragged around a corner ,and 
down half a block before rescued. One was shoved to the ground and 
kicked in the face. He spent several days in the hospital, where 
he was operated on for a broklm nose. The police, though present, 
did not act in time to prevent the violence• 

An emergency public meeting was called to inform the community of 
the violence on their streets to those exer~isins the rights 
supposedly being defended in Vietnam. A weman from the community 
whose son was working with the Project expressed her anger that the 
police could not protect her san only four blecks from his home. 

From the meeting a supporting p1~ket line was called. Eighty 
people marched fortwo hours in a light rain to protest theloss of 
liberties during war-time~ In addition a telephone campaigb was 
arranged to ro mple..t n to the po~ce about their inaction. 

-The-support we- r ecei ved--1lr1Jow-groi11Dg 1Dto mucn grea er 
community involvement in peace activity. A new group has be en 
formed to continue. the table which led .to the attacks. This group 
is also interested 1n setting up a peace school,. In addition, 
people 1n the community have, since our action, come to us with 
their own proposals for act&on. a·ut a major part of the work 
remains to be done. The new interest· and activity must be consol
idated and focused. 

The program we have used can be usedin variot\s fortnsin many 
commu~it:tes, for the evll most dramatically expressed by the war is 
subtl;-,r widespread. If dJ.rect action movements can be created 1n 
many places1 . t'Wo 1m.portant tasks become poae:Lble .... each community 
can increase the effect of its activities in its own area, and a 
constitue~cy is built for mass actions in national. targets. 
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MINUTES: Administrative Corniiiittee ' Meeting ::·~-~ Saturday; ·July 8, ·1967 (in New··Yci.rk) 

· · PRESE~T : Sidn~y ~~:~k -~(~l{~j_~~Y~·:,:R~~~:d. :h~il~~~ge:r:, _- Robert . q,~eenblat~_,:.)!.l Evan(f~t~· : A._~per 
· ·. · · Gr,unauer, ::Harba·ra ·Webste-r,_, :t1y~on ·Shapiro·, Er:ic· .Wei.nb.e~ger,. :$teve . Finkelst~.in, 

Matthe-w ·Clark; · Jill ~B_oskey·,. ,, -Rodney ,Ft.q.b:i l1sof!:, Jo .Eisenhandle.r::, ., . .Key Ma~:t.:i,.ri; :Pe~rP:re·.· Gils
.. · .:Wo:ld) · :nave· Axel, DQugl?.s .Cf9r:do!1, · Rit_e_ ~F<r~~p,,,> Ja:ck· :A~:iee:; ~~ed Hals-t .ead·," Barrj .J<?hi'!*>.n;, 

James. G~ : Holland,.; ·Debo'rah -n·. Weisburd.,- Ape ~Weisburd, J\a-rl -B-issinger,, Ed . Hoffmans:,:.--Ellen 
.Ha:wley)-! '.David·· Zfminerman;· Lenny . Hrody,: Carol . Qrosb_erg .~ · )li~4~ .c .... Lat_:k~y, Monroe :,:e.apap?~:t, 
<Ge.~r.ge : Small, ''Bette Small;:J furbe-1;']: -Ho.over,: L,eonard .Levens<;m, Jos.e Ristorucci, ' LarrY". :. 

Bilick, Irving Beinin, Richard Neuhaus, Ron Young, Jim Estes, ·Bob Kirkmazi, Jeff ·Jones·, 
Carl Edelrnan,~.· Herb ::Kelsey., : Sam -,Marcy, Garl. '~~rcus, Ive~ -Loyer, Peter Kiger, · JoLeigh 
·Luckett, Rose ·"Mary Gordm1, Garole :·Powell, . Norma ·.~~oker, Peter ,- Bu:ch·, Ruth Gallo, Jose A. 
Stevens, Harrie:t ·_Tanzman;: He.nry .'Platsky ,. _'·Bruce -- Hartford; .. :.Leslie- ... Cagan, Kipp . Dawson, 
Linda ·Morse;· J.Clark.': Lobenstirie; Susan ·::Cloke, Mark : : Har.r~ngton; . ~ini Hough,. :!1ik13 : S~ein, 
Ruth ·Gage-doTBy, 0tto · Nathan~ ·< :.-: .~ .:~i:· --:· ... -: _;· ,__._~, -r .. ~ : ... ·_. ,.... ·... · .. .~ 
AGENDA: :·• (1.) :. Report : from ·North V-ietnam ·r: (2) LoQal ·)t~ea Repqr,ts (3) ·: Mid:-East Reso;Lution 

· ·· ·· (4) Expansion of.:Co-!"Cha.irmen .~·: (5) . _ Mq.r:t:iii; · L'!lth~r ~ng ,Meei:,ing . .. (~) Mass Act.ion/ 
October· 21 (7) Treasurer's .·Report .(8) Finance · , Cemmi:t.t~e ~eport - (9) Offi~e . · 
(10) ·nraf,t .- Resistance · : (:)..1.) 1?o1.i.tica:}.--; A~;t-io:n ' C.onfer_~n~ .. -(12) Direct ,Action 

1 ~~~ ·EE.POR:T·; FROM . .NORTH-:VIETN~:~~-. ;a-ve·. D~ii~pg~.r-~ .b~g~~~; his . report by me nt.ioning ., that pre-
··:- ···' . .. ~" .. :~.: ._.;~"'!. . ·,·:: -~ . · ':. j· _ •. , <; ·. V.ious to _gp:ingc to-,-North Vietnam he .. had .. been' at the . .,. 

War Crimes:· Tr..ibuna]; in- StQ.:9kho lm:· a J19. . ,t~at .he~ _f,e it:· there .was unimpe a·chable evide nc~ .. ~:. 
presented at· t ,he·,_-Tribunal ·of·. :P·_._s •. war .-c:rimes, . which the u.s. press .gave.:npt orily. small 

.. but biased coverage:.-.. : ... - _:_ · · .- ~ : .. ·: · . · ·· .. .. . 
, .- _ ;~.~ ·.· .· - .:. {:· .~ ; · :.--~-- ! .: -~· .... ·-= ' . ~· . ,-. 

Dave reported that ·the·; ·Nor:th; ·_::V..:;Letnam~se al:).d t _he · National Liberati.on·. Jf.ro.rit are .now. c.on
vinced that they have,·. wo.n .t-he .wa-r. :: -The escalation has been .. warse'· ancj. . _the!;'·~ _.are .. ,gr~ater 
loss:es on both sides, but -it js :worse for the u.s., as ·their major ~ampai.g~S. have· riot 
succeeded. He referred· to · on~, such c~mpaign called Operation .Junction CitY: ,which the 
U.S. would have won if this were a war of position.; but··.8i-9ce it is . a people.' .s war, .. · 
the NLF reversed the initiative and won a politic.al arid nul::i..tary· ·vict'Dry ~- 'The under-

•·ground and d·i;spers~1 . pi1Qgra}!l,S: :!la'lfre -been successfu~ in saving-.lives in . th~ -- Nor~h, 
· -.although the· escalated . b.omb,ing. --has: oee:q. ve.i:.Y. :devastating .•• ~They emphasize :that they are 

· fighting for their · 'independ,enc~ . al!d,.L ·yOl1Sequ~nt.iy, thei :9-o not understand the recent 
emphasis on negotiat.!l¢ns· ' iQ. .- the U.s ; ~peas~. mqvement• ·: .The .. repeatedly .told. Dave. ·,.how-·.:: 
encouraged ah;d,· :irisp:i~d. .. ·they were by .the Aprii)~tn .. Mobilization hut also : stress.€icfl,hat 
they do not i~ depend : on the ·peace mov!3ment to end._,tlfe · ..:ar ~ nDelJ:inger 1 s repo:Ot .-,was ·r · · 

ne-cessarily brief a1 d he referred people to his · f~J.J report .· on the trfp. :whioh Will . be 
in th~ upcoming (May-June) issue of LIBERATION. · · · · 

· '·: 2. LOCAL AREA REPORTS:t ' · G~org~ ·Small from ~tl~t~:, · Jim H_oij.and: fr~m -- Pittsburgh; ·Hihda 
Lark13y from Milwaukee; Ellen Hawley from J.'.'innesota, and Herb 

·· ::· :· :·::~ lsey f -rom Washington, -~ fl.C e'j < reporte~l:-. on~ de;ve lopments in:_'if:.?e ir ~rea$ • ... · 
'".: i! (: . .. .. . --- . .. ....... ___ ... . .......... . 

.. : · · 

3. MID-EAST RESOLUTION:: Da;ve Axel and Deirdre Griswold spoke i,n ;fp.ye:r .of .passing the 
Youth Against War and Fascism resolut:ion' o·n the. Mid East which 

was circulated with the last set of minutes. After spme- . di.scus~ion,. .the consens-us .was 
that the·' "Subject was an .. important one and· needed to be more' - .f.ully , gisc.li;sse'd-~·Ut·:· th8.t 
the YAWF resolution was not acceptable to many and that the matter .coui<{ n.ot P-~ 
resolved at this meeting. It was, therefore, tabled. ·· 

.:: ·.,· ... :. ... ~.: ... 

• .: u;.-: :Expansion of Co-Chairmen: The co-chairme:n made the following recoinmendatioiis· to -b·e 
· : .-f.· . · .. \: . c. ~- added: P:r1pf. :Dqnald Kalish, cha:lrman of the Southern . 

Ca.lifornia Peace Action Council; Sidney Lens, nominated by the Chicag·o Peace Council; 
:···:' and Father 'Charles :o.-.. ·~ice:;: .. from Pittsl;>_l,lrgh.. Sidney .Peck pei-~ted q~t that they_ wer.e. 
•, i• I . • . :. - . : •• -~~: __ _ :...:.:.:..::_.:.. . . . - . ··- • ! .. 

-
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.. ·-····· ----

trying to develop more natio~l representation among the c~-chairme~. Harry Ring _ an~ 
Fred·· Bai~~E=lad raised questions ·''and co~cerns a.bout the · tendency· of the"".::co~chairmen., t9..":::.act 
as ail executiYe committee, their relatiorto: to the iklmiriistrative ComftiitteEf;: the limit to 

··· and ba.si.s ·em ··which new co-chairmen are to ·be added, .:and·' their ·partietil?>concern .·that 
•· 11 moderc>.te~ 1~ ·J·re1·e being added and the 11 radical left"1 exCluded •. :. After a ~ little discussion, 
Al Evanoff ~ s'1ggest"ed· that - ~re hold ·of.f -' on deciding orr the above three : reccimmendations · 

·. and that ·tne present~· co,.."chairfuent he · i:Hrett-9a·.to consult with others :·an th~··.: ·concerns · 
raised~ a:C:d.·~· 'fo - 6ome hack witn i·a t ·epor·t :1after··: full· discussions~ · ·~ Tte:• subjee-i · was tabled. 

-. · . . · · · .. _. :: · : ··- J·--.:, :: :_: . _ :. ~- · ·._:-·: ··: J. ~: .. _ ~:: '.'i. ~i ·-- ~ ._ ~: . : · _ · __ :: ~ '- : : .:~:_: -~ ·~ ~;- · · :fj: ·I·~<: . ._ -. ---.. -

5 I HARTIN: LUT·ffiRrx rNG l"IEETING: /:nave'' De:J:ling.er I'e'jjo:tted : on-. a· mee\iiig··.:caD:ed: hyi>Rev. 
• · ,, --:--·-:::-: ·~·: :-':'i.: .·· _,_;:._:.:~ ·· ,:~: : · .·· ·: M~:ttirr · Luthe:r' Kfng to · "tV"hich, he·· ·a.n8. Sid ; re~·:...: · had:·~ g.6ne . on 

Ju.:ly: •S · ~ :· TMi:'-p1Xrpose o:f-~ -t<he · meeting:::.was t ·cr: die cuss a march · on Wa;s'h.fngtofi"'; -~ and:. 'a.lill'" ·attempt 
orr King's -part · to enc·ourage.1 {lls.Cussion .and· e:xplorat.-ion between · Mobili-~&:tiprr:.~op:leai:JJ.d 
moderate groups_ which had not_ sponsored the ,Aprtl 15th Mobilization •.. ·ttt ;: the"',lastr: trri.imte 

· . 

,. -King ·wa:s iihab""le to come'l)"tft 'Ahdy ' .Yo.ung"'-:J:I·epre' ~i:mted · him. ·The groups ··"Fepres'eni:t,ed-:W~.f~0.1: 
AFSC, FOR; Clergy Concerfnea', 'BANE-/ Nat.ibrral Conffeorence f-o"r New ·Palit•ics _; Homens 
Internationc(L Lengue .f:.o"r' '·Pe:tice ·ariCJ:'- Fre.edom~· · ran'd. the Gatho1lic: Peace ··Fello"wship o · rt·:.~~as 
pureJ.y an ~exploratory " ~meeting iWith' nc::f'C'coriC..l:us"ions a'rrived at·~ · but.• the:· 1-teight of the 
meeting was that the Mob~liZcl.tion is here to stay and that other groups can become part 
-of' .. as ·opposed t 'o starting' another: crgarrlzatioh. : The-re we;~ .. <;P __ )._:n.t_e.rgst_,_:jJarticuJar1y on 
the part bf l he clergy;_; :fri: ~"t:ilaying··som~··rciie ;··in the 'Mobilization now. Andy Yo1mg reported 

r·t,}l0t : Kin~ .?:s i."Ylt er est e·d:;in·-octobe.r 2 l~ b-trc · he.··rieeds to :· b"e ·part of._a bro-a.:d . coalit1on·~ < .. 
•· 1Dellinger ·also no:.ed that ··there 1.ras· a corisidernble emphasis ori'' tne · need· for civi1"\!'''rl: 

disobedience and more radical action than just a march, particularly"'-··ambhg tne· 'c1~gy. 
The group de,cided to ;meet .again the folloHing week, this time to include all the 

... Mo~_~t~~-~~:for{: CO· ·cha±~rn~n who . can at t_e.~d< ·Ik-llir.Jge:f ·:po.inte(r out thaJ," .. thei~ :nb:".;;.~c.h~itii'te~I 
.. · ""'real'ii'e': '"they are not":e"mpowered ·to rriake:.·'-p61i'cy decisi0hs ·and will brint ·b'ack ..... 'anj ·-pro:f)?sals 

·t 'd t.nf ACJ.mirti·iitr~ive · ·committee. ·He · ·:r·ecomme'nded "that · his re'port be 1:fccepted: ·a:f an·<·; 
' ihf'o+riia:"fi·io:nal 6'ne· ·a::l"d _that any ideas· ·~·r 6'6Miftent¥i' b~· , conveyed· t ·o ·t ·he ' co..:.chairnien·~) ::.• :', .. 
--~~~ /f:e po,~t ' ~a.:~; . ~~~pt'e~ as inform~-~~~:d.~ ;:~·:~ ·,;, .. : .. ,·. '· ·· · .. , .. : . 3 _~;_-~:::~:tr;· ·: · ,.. :: ~~{:,, · · 
6 ~ MASS -:AbTrd~/OCTOBER 21: . Idea~ a~rid '6'p1riions· about plans· ·foii"' October 21 were 'Voiced 
. ·:. . . .:' : .' ' , ... . ,; .~, ._.)~:----. - .--- . .. by sev~ral · peo"i) b ' 1;;itn considEfrabie discUSSiOn Cdticerriing 

• • . • ·-· . . I . ·.- ~ . . .. • .. • . . . . . . . ' . ~~ -· . . l. • ~ . . • ... • ' • . 

the ·need e;i..nsr::-~ I ::::~i ve emphas is for · ci vil disohedieiice. Kipp · ~D~wson ~reported o:n :.:student 
Mohiliiatl-ori'.i. G6~±tt'ee'' plani:( fo:r ·building tHe ··fall • action, ·=iricludiriif 'a:'='6'oiist~to-"caa'8-t 

•.: •. flatbed 'fru6J~ ' fo\i~ '} :-:~tie. ' @.~.tter v-ra:s referred to a ' 'working···aaininitte"e whic1'i will be ~ :'L:; 
con.veiied l fy"Al E~arloff· on ;·J"nlyF19 (see e·nclos"ed ":afuiouhceirient}/ and.'::td :·which every0il:e on 

· · the · · Aa:r.lirii. str2 ti~i3 '- Committee :'is invited.:: ·:· · .,:,_, :<, , .. ··~ ,. · -'::" ., .. · ' .r .... ··::··· :;' 

7 • TREASURE;R 1 S REPORT: Eric Weinberger reported that -v~e have bills totaling $7,157, 
. ·:-loans of · ·$5ooo~·. ~d-:$893 on hand. · Total .JnQ.~J2t~~~~~: $:J.l,264. 

::· .. ·; .. . . ·: ·I -.:. 

8. FINAl"\jCE COMMITTEE REPORT: · Otto Nathan reported on the formation- ~· b1f.· a Finance; Commit-
. . tee which has begun work on raising the much needed funds 

. t _h.rough ~i~dividua:lS . an<~f ·~:a:~_icipating organizations. -:.. · . .. ~:~ ... :.::_:~;~ . :~~-~:· . .::: ::.~.L . . . · 
. l. l': '- ··'" . .. .:-

·_; _ .. ,9. · · 0F'FI0E : ·· sidney · P~ :d<:·· :not'ed briefly that the present office rent is· toohighc ~.nd;.' .t•here 
·_, · · . has ·'be'eri "s ·ome thought of relocating the oT-f ·ice, possibly to another ·· city-; but 

no pr.o'po~als have b"ee·r(wdrked OUt yeto . ::.:: ;· ,;J}[ .j·~ · I.C•-::::- · · . ::' 
: . .._~, .~: . :_; ::_ .. ~ -~ :. 

10. DRAFT ~~SISTANCE: Norma Becker reported that the draft resistance working committee 
: ·. · · ....,...,..,.f ·f·s t-Norking on organizing adult supporjf=:grq~:p~~.c:*.S>.$s t"!!:e.:_co,untry. 
Ope mailing has been ierit . to·. individuals involved· in c:J:raft resistance; a brochure is set. 

. . . . . . ; ' .. . . . . -~ -. . . . . ' .. . . . 

11~ POLITICAL ACTION CONFERENCE : Carole Powell reported that the· NCNP c·onference · is set 
for Aug 3l···Sept 4 in Chicago and proposed tb.e r~iob:Ui:aa-
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tion conference be reconvened on Sept. 2 in Chicago as agreed in Washington DC to 
take up the question of political action. Sidney Peck reported that this date would 
not mean a conflict with the NCNP conference because consultation with the NCNP 
conference organizers indicated that their agenda could be worked out to leave 
Sunday Sept 2 free during the time of the Mobilization conference, if it v;ere 
scheduled at that time. Dave Dellinger and Robert Greenblatt raised objections to 
tying -!~he Mobilization conference in so closely with the NCNP meeting out of a concern 
that only those interested in electoral politics would attend and it would not be 
representative of the Mobilization. The hour was late and it was agreed that a 
committee be set up to further discuss ~ date and eetails8 

12, DIRECT ACTION: 

NEXT MEETING : 

Tabled due to lateness of the hour. 

Saturday, July 22, 11 AM 

SPECIAL NOTE: This meeting will be in W A S H I N G T 0 N, D. C. 

at the office of the lnlashington Mobilization 

DINING HALL St Stephan and the Incarnation Church 
16th and Newton Streets Nw 
Wash i~gton, D.C. 



Inter-Staff Ner.1o frco Sid p .;:,ck 7/10/67 

to: Jo Leigh Luckett Colia Lafayette James Bevel Rod Robinson 
Ruth Gallo Mark Harrington Lilly Solomon Matt Clark 
Carole Powell Bbb Gr.eenble.tt Ivanhoe Donaldson Ed Fielcs 
Peter Bttch Al Evanoff Ron Clark Elli Dorsey 
Susan Cloke Dave Dellinger Harriet Tanzr.1an Sue Straight 
Jack O~'Del.l Barbara Webster Susan Suthein Jill Boskey 
Gwen Patto:1 Don Newton Lora Eckha:-:t Br uce Dancis 
Keith Lampe Paula Weinstein Hini Hcugh Alan Snitow 
Norna Becker Linda Morse Fz:ed Ealstead Larry Krcven 
Abe Weisburd Kipp Dawson Bruce Har.tford Steve -Finkelstein 

Er ic Heinberger Lenny Brody 

At a Staff Meeting held on July 17th, the problem of excessive and unauthorized 
use of our office telephones for long c'l"i.st~nce calls was raised. 

The financial burden that this situa.t;-ion produces is particularly critical in that 
we just don't have any money. In addition, ~t is .a ~areless. and irresponsible way 
for an organization such as ours to ~pe~ate. -~ 

,• ;,;. . . . 
Therefore, v~e are calling upon everyone to observe the following guidelines in 
regard to use of the phones: 

SP/nb 

1. Please do not make any -£_ersonal long distance Ifuone calls. 

2. Long distanc~ calls on Mobili7.ation business should be made 
only "t.;rhen absolut~iy ,nef essa:r.y. . ::: 

... 
3. Long distl'.nce calls being--c a·· ed to tmr phone by persons in 

N. Y.C. ~ill n,2t be El.~c~-~~ uuless the p.ersQJI fi~st ls in 
to the office. 

4. Everyone should keep a record of dates 
of long distance calls ,~he.~ are made. 
to Carole Powell who w~J..l t~ hell ov 
with the monthly teleph~ne bit 

. -. 

p~ne rtumbers 
o lb~ given 
c We.inberger 

.·. 

=---------
·------~-=---'--~~- - - . --



SUMMER '67: Confrontation with the Military Machinery Responsible for the War 

During 1967, the peace movement in our country has reached a nodal point - a 
qualitative change in the size and breadth of participation. Despite this, the war 
in Vietnam continues and as a result the world moves ever closer to the danger of a 
third world war. 

It is important that the National Mobilization make an evaluation of what this 
dual reality means to those who are involved from the standpoint of developing creative 
programs. 

The escalation of the American military presence in Vietnam, which began during 
the Kennedy Administration in 1963, took a qualitive leap in a matter of months after 
Johnson's election in 1964. By August 1965, a hundred thousand American troops had 
been sent to Vietnam and largely in response to this the peace movement was able to 
mobilize 25,000 people in a protest march on Washington the following November. From 
this point on we all know the facts. The growth of the military presence in Vietnam 
on the one hand and the growth of the opposition to the war on the other. However it 
is important to underscore that the growth of the peace movement has largely been in 
response to the escalation. 

After a year of teach-ins, which had great educational value across the country, 
1967 was marked by various forms of protest, from an increasingly large and represent
ative cross-section of the American people. It was the designed purpose of the April 
15th Mobilization to involve as broad a cross-section of this population into one, huge 
protest march to the United Nations in New York City, and in San Francisco, the birth
place of the UN. For this purpose a Spring Mobilization Committee was formed to give 
day to day leadership to this effort. And the effort was successful far b~yond the 
expectations of the leadership. 

This, the largest protest march in American history, was answered by Secretary 
of State Dean Rusk the following day on a nationwide TV program with• the tart comment 
that it would have absolutely no influence on the Johnson Administration's conduct of 
the war. Five days later the Administration confirmed that attitude by a further 
escatation of the war in the bombing of Haiphong. 

If one were to attempt to make a broad characterization of the net results of the 
last 7 years of peace activity, it could be said that it is marked by two things, 
namely - the growing national and international prestige of the anti-Vietnam war move
ment in our country on the one hand and a corresponding decline in the national popu
larityJof the Johnson Administration and its isolation in the international arena on 
the other. The latest example of the latter are the complete disaffection of the 
DeGaulle government, one of the big three in the NATO alliance; the repeated attacks 
on u.s. Foreign Policy by delegates to the Pacem !! Terris conference in Geneva in May 
of this year; the growing opposition to the war in such NATO countries as Denmark and ·:~ 
the current World Conference Against the War in Vietnam, meeting in Stockholm this 
week. 

So far the work of the Spring Mobilization Committee bas deep roots among the 
American people and has generated great confidence among the activists of the peace 
movement that they are not isolated from the mainstream of American public opinion. 
However this initial confidence is being subjected to severe stresses and strains. 
It is important to this evaluation to note the systematic and feverish efforts of the 
Johnson Administration to cancel out the effects of the work that has been done by the 
peace movement. This response takes several major forms, each of which is worthy to 
note. 
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We have already mentioned the reckless escalation of the war as represented by the 
bombing of Haiphong and the broadening of targets of both military and civilian 
character. Secondly, there are the official efforts to mobilize support for the 
Vietnamese war. These include General Westmoreland's address to the Joint Session of 
Congress calling for more troops to Vietnam; a rash of military parades organized by 
professional veterans groups as an "answer" to the peace marchers; and the precipita
tion of crises in other parts of the world (i.e., the Middle East), which diverts public 
attention from the Vietnamese war, preoccupies the UN as a world forum, and as a 
matter of expediency seeks to win over to the Johnson Administration those sections of 
the anti-Vietnam war movement who are sympathetic to the Israeli state. 

A third major area of response by the Johnson Administration has been the be
ginning of a counter-offensive against the Negro community. The daily barrage in the 
Congressional Record against Dr. Martin Luther King after his Riverside Church speech, 
a barrage in i-lhich liberals and segregationists united in attacking Dr. King's anti-
war position; the summary stripping of the heavy weight boxing title from MUhammad Ali, 
who now faces five years in jail and a $10,000 fine for his anti-draft stand. Then 
there are the reprisals against students and faculty at Howard University, being 
dismissed from the university for their participation in the demonstration that occurred 
when Selective Service's General Hershey spoke there. And finally in this regard, 
the recent Supreme Court decision that upheld the conviction of Dr. Martin Luther King 
and seven of his aides in the Birmingham demonstration; a decision which upholds and 
gives license to the use of state injunctions against any form of protest demonstrations. 

We must also take note of the military conviction of Capt. Beward Levy and the 
refusal to grant him bail under the guise that "he plans to defect to some communist 
country," and the June 23rd beatings by the Los Angeles police of demonstrators 
protesting the war during Johnsons visit to that city on a fund-raising tour for the 
Democratic Party. These and many other developments point to the growing p3ce of 
fascization of the governmental machinery in our country as the Johnson Administration's 
response to the growing movement against the war. 

Define the Mandate 

What then is the mandate which the growing peace movement and the response to that 
movement imposes upon the National Mobilization Committee? In my opinion we would 
define it as a mandate to build a grass roots anti-war movement capable of stopping the 
war in Vietnam in the shortest time possible. 

The founder of Spring Mobilization, A. J. Muste, placed the question very well 
when he stated in a memorandum last November, "Our task is to disarm them, not to be 
morally and politically disarmed by them." 

The Strategy of Confrontation 

In my opinion, implementing this concept requires that the National Mobilization 
Committee further develop the strategy of direct action. The essence of this strategy 
is to appeal to the American people through confrontation with those institutions of 
government responsible for conducting the war. 

As a follow-up to April 15th, the National Mobilization Committee has already 
adopted and is currently implementing programs in support of draft resistance activity 
and the development of a grass roots Peace Army. Such programs are designed to heighten 
the visibility of the peace movement in many parts of the country. The Mobilization 
Committee has also designated October 21st for another national demonstration against 
the war, this time in Washington, D.C. The link between these two programmatic arms 
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of this strategy :i.s the "Ta.rget City" project which we are propesing in this memo
randum •• The purp0se o5 tne Target Ci t y project would be to develop a confrontation 
sty~e of activity which would denonstrate.<hhe consistency and durability of the 
movement to e~d the v1'lr and would focus nnt~.onal attention on that city which is 
functiona lly the heart of the war program, namely our nation's capital, Washington, 
D.C. Just as ue and other peace organizations have selected targets in many cities 
(su~h as recruitment centers, factories mcmufe.cturing napalm and other weapons of 
de struction used in Vietnam, military bases, etc) for non-violent direct action, so 
it is ~v:tth our Target City we would confront the war-making machinery (the Pentagon, 
recruitment centers, the ~bite Rouse, etc.). 

In irr{l lementing this progr~m, v7e seP.k to involve i.o partid.!_)ation the whole 
spectrum of organizations who participated in the April 15th mobilization and even 
reach be~rond to t~ose org~nizations v7ho for one reason or another did not participate 
on April 15th, but 't,•ho are noH p:o:-epared to work with the National Mobilization. This 
means that ~-1e ~-muld be able to leek for.~va~ d to the participation of peace activists 
fro as many as forty states across the country. 

In this conte~ct it is reasonable to anticipate that we could sustain activity in 
Washington for a pe:::-:i.od of a.bout forty days. An important point to be made in this 
regard is ths.-:: we are drawing upon the nationwide strength of the peace movement and 
ar.e not c:h'!nend~r.t ~olely on \vhe.t the city of Hasbington can provide in the lvay of 
shock troops fc~ this confrontation. ~his is an important distinction if our program 
of confrontation is to be carried out under a summer time table. 

_?.equirements and Su.mm~=:'l 

1. Using the next month to orgar-ize across the country, the confrontation at the Tar-
get C:i.ty b :?.~ t ~. e e:-..·ot1 :ld "t·muld begin Aueust llth, the anniversary of Hiroshima. 

(He are re:l:lil~dE: d of the intl'!rnati~nal 'Z:€.?p!=!ct \·Jhich the peace movement in our country 
enjoys by thr~ t .'lct thl:'.:: n:)re then 28 countr:i.es on five continents sent greetings to 
the April 15th Hcbilization.) So from ap?roximately August 6th to September 15th, 
the period of 8' 1 c::a 5.n~cl peace acUon in Wfl.sh:i.ngton Hould be carried out. 

2. He v!ould st:~:i•Je tc ir1volve as m~ny as 10:000 people from approximately 40 states 
in coming in to t\Tash:!.ngton fo-r these confrontations. (The slogans would be 

essentially the s ame as W'"! have used all along.) 

3. We propose th!l.t the delegations from the various states in size would be a minimum 
of 20 and a ma.~~imum of 150. 

4. The length of the confrontation that each state would participate in would vary 
from one day to one week (maximum), 

5. We v:rould distribute as many ;;s one million leaflets during this period in the 
city of Washineton interpreting the significance of this activity. In this regard, 

special attention should be given to reaching a national audience in leafleting 
various conve ntions that v7ould be meeting in l.J'ashington during this period and 
reaching t ourist s . 

6. We need to str ucture an effective public relations operation with the Washington 
press and T7 ~· . .3 well as maint ain a skeleton p. r. operation in New York City. 

(This should i.nclur!e t-.;·70 ~obiliu.tion staff photographers to cover demonstrations.) 

7. We need a ·Ho:-~dng cor::n~.ttec of ~pproximately 60 lawyers, each of 't.;rhom will be 
sche0.uJ.ed to spend t b.r 8e days i.n Washing ton this summer to service the movement 

with legal ass:'..E te.nce. 
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Finally, the political significance of carrying out this program which would 
help create the climate for a successful October 21st event rests in the fact that we 
would be laying the groundwork for serious, independent political action organizing 
work by the anti-war movement. People who go to jail together from one state 
because they were engaged in a common a~tion against the war will certainly prove to 
be people who will be prepared to help build independent political organization for 
1968. Pursuant to this prospective, a few hours of lobbying by each delegation with 
their respective Senators and Congressmen would be part of the agenda of activity 
while in Washington for a confrontation. In my opinion these are the people who 
will build an independent political movement in this country in the next year. 

Every movement for social change which relies upon winning public opinion to its 
side assumes it will be allowed by the institutions of government to project its 
ideas to the public. Since this involves certain' universally recognized norms 
and rights, the anti-Vietnam War movement in our country also assumes the present 
government will respect these rights and respond in a positive way to the changing 
public opinion regarding the war in Vietnam. If, however, this assumption 
proves to be untenable because of governmental repression, then the anti-war 
movement would b~ compelled to reappraise the situation, taking into account that 
it "tolas faced vrith a new situation in our country and would have to develop new 
strategies and tactics corresponding to the new reality. 

THE PEACE MOVEMENT CAN STOP THE WAR! 

Submitted to the July 8th Administrative 
Committee meeting by: 

Jack O'Dell, Associate Editor, Freedomways 
Magazine; Member, Administrative 
Committee, National Mobilization Commit
tee to End the War in Vietnam 



will be ·on 

The FIRST meeting of the Working Co:mmi;_Wtee for the 

WEDNESDAY 

OCTOBER 21 MASS ACTION 

JULY 19 

District 65 
13 Astor Place 
New York City 

7:30 PM 

near Broadway and 8th St. 

·(Check bulJe tin board in bUilding for room assignment) 

Convenor·: Al Evanoff,, Co-Gha irman, National j\~obilization Committee 

IMPORTANT NOTIC E I I . . 
The next meeting of the ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE National Mobili~tion 

Committee to End the War in Vietnam will be in W A S H I N G T 0 N, D. c. 

Saturday July 22 11 AM 

in the Dining Hall of St. Stephen and the Incarnation Church 
Washington Mobilization office 
16th and Newton Streets NW 
Washington, D.C. 

Phone In Washington: 38 7-73 74 
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S@jeota Iniivillul • &ieltion t~ a aatioD&l. IMlnJat\er to ill Aller i cau 
d. ~ tae ot tae October 21 Marela on wuaia&tca 

I eo not want to waste tM tiM o! ov IUJ.ru.n Ull the !rational Co.ait.Me 

.... it ~well be t ut tau Wea )lu been 41.1acru•M. alreallt• However, all 

ot u t.Ail to let ov taoup\s p\ at ek 1a II"OY .. .- we farcet poe s ib111ties 
$ DM t\ •$ 

uc1 8YeDt alitie• unlesa "otaer• bria& tllea to oar ai.Mk e,.. 

t woul.i .1: tter to ic • 1str1bu 

a tn &aye prior to October 21. I w~ &lao liD to t1ee a follow up letter 

a.tter tU.t a on1tration. Part of thia letter 1h01Wl tell what we are, '* 
pe.triotio 11Mricaa1 s who beU.Te 1a the COD&titutiOD u& !reo&Oil &D& l.o not. 

wut t o ••• tlaese tAin • OYer-rWA• 'b7 tbe aU1t&rJ ol1£&rehJ or el'illM. bJ 

a nuclear holoeut. • Part at the letter sha.LW tell people .Ut tM National 

llClbUizatiOI:l toeD& t~e ttar 1a Vietaaa ia: ••t it •taM• tor &Di hOif it 11 

orcanize«. Tae res t of tae l.Attt.er ahoU& preaent tae ia.... or coucience a 

oralit7 O'fe.r waat a i;l'lat • ponrhl at10A, oar OWD1 hd tone to a ••'l 

aM. l'oreip coUAt17 wAi.oll aevor au aDii 1a aot DOW tae 8MIJ1 o! tlM Unitel. StaM81 

al!l1d. to po1at out the:5e iasuea we 1A-aaU pr'Mellt tM facti of the war. 

I aaTocat e t hil i&ea tor several re&.ICIIIAi FS.r.t, we CL.l becin t c reach that 
ver1 lar. e r~rc enta e of A8er1ean• s we UTe 'been 11Uble to reaen far all 0\Q" 

et.farts t1 · :aWIIer. SecoDil1 we neel. to C C~.lnteract bO of t he ef f ect of tae 
e ervative pre•• wbiola coat1••11T eprealil cOAtuion ua !wehool.a about tbe 
War &M about tae Oppoaitioa to tile •ar • I taink th.18 1.8 c4 crucW i.Jlportaaee 
beca se tu •tronger t)te attack we aalce on LBJ &l'lll tae Peata.con, tae •troncer 
tM couateratta.ek will be. ,le nMMi not l.el\JM oareelvee 1n thinkinc that the 
ailita.ry-:i..DIIluatrial complex w1.ll not WJe ~ aM all •tho&• at their tiiapoaal 
to top OW' IIDveae:. t. . To be able to count.eract tJae liea ot tae prea (u•uaiJw 
we ~et tb.e s ue t reatment we tiiA em April 15,· aM. J\I.Dt 2) in L.A.) 1UJ no• only 
help l.eter · ilc. suecesaful •• are on Octdter 21, but alao fi&Y be a •tter of 
buic surv1Ta.l in t he face ot a 1tron.c cawtterattack. 

I believe tAe JEaluot19a ~UIIl · t.rib~~: ... these two l etter:J , one 
before aDii one a f ter tbe llarcn., 1a quite !eu&bl.e. We coal& perhaps utilize 
a large p!'ess SllC A as that of Rutpart'a mapzine aDil collect funds f roa all our 
organizations · meaber s fer aailln , as -.n;:r of the Letter. to American people 
a s we h•r::e a oney "or . ( f or instance, us ing telephone b co:C. we coulcJ. ma il to 
one out cf f i ve or one out ot ten, or waatever). llnother way wau..W oe to utilize 
"OU r br~ch or aniut i oas with their s ll presaet ~• ai.n:leo.p-apla aa.chi.Jael • 

r 1- "' .,.. kt-r J 1 . ' ,., ·.1 A n. ,.. 111'1 o4 ~ .If .tt •~ tt, b; I,; 



The following nine scouting maps of major federal buildings in Washington DC were used in the 
initial planning sessions for nonviolent civil disobedience during the Oct 1967 mass mobilization 
against the Vietnam War. Eventually it was decided to focus on the Pentagon rather than multiple 
locations. 
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WORKSHOP I DEAS 

Part 1 ---A dis cussion of "Movements" in general, Dealing 
with the Confrontation-education-sucking in-organizing cycle. 

Using as examples su ch things as Birmingham, Selma, chicago, 
Some of the labor movement-strikes of the 30 etc . The session 
sh oul d provide a broad overview of the t heory practice and effect 
of a direct action movement. 

---- -~ 

~Out of t his (t~e above h presentation t h ere should t hem be 
3 sessions dealing with some of the details of the cycle and 

how they can be effective. · 

----Confrontation-how do· you buil d a confrontation ?-what is 
a conf rontat ion , the role of non-violence- etc . 

----edu cation and sucking-in how do y ou use a conf rontation 
to educate and recruit. how to you use it to involve and radic alise 

t h e more mode r ate members of t he community . 

----how do you use direct action and con~rontations to organis 
etc. -

.,. 
1f ~ 

f here thouJd b e a final s~s s .. ~_on rela t(eing these X!l'm session 
to Brooklyn. ·· 

'~""~ .,. 

..... . ( 

.. 
.. ... 



Context
The following document reports on the National Mobilization’s leadership meeting of August 12,
1967. This meeting took place in the context of, and in response to, the "Long Hot Summer" of 150
urban rebellions in Black ghettos across the nation including, Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Detroit,
Minneapolis, Milwaukee, Newark, and New York.

Most of these uprisings where triggered by police brutality against Black citizens and were
characterized by street violence, urban arson, looting, massive police violence, and deployment of
heavily armed National Guard troops on to the streets of many American cities. More than 80 people
were killed, thousands injured, and over 10,000 arrested.

President Johnson formed a National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, known as the
"Kerner Commission," to investigate the causes of ghetto revolts. The Commission summed up the
conclusion of its 426 page report that the violence was a response to decades of, "pervasive
discrimination and segregation." And that, "White racism is essentially responsible for the explosive mixture
which has been accumulating in our cities since the end of World War II," and, "What white Americans have
never fully understood -- but what the Black can never forget, is that white society is deeply implicated in the
ghetto. White institutions created it, white institutions maintain it, and white society condones it."



SPECIJU~ NOTEa ·rhe next Administrative Committee Meeting is August 
YHCA. Broa d and Arch Streets~ PHILADELPHIA. 

E.£1-lERGENCY NEETING OF rHE ADl1INISTRATIVE CONMITTEE, MINUTES 
NATIONAL r.mBILIZATION COMl'UTTEE 

H.o .:::v1 Claridge ~ :NYC July 30, 1967 Fi ve-th1-rty p.m. 
P:re:::: .. \ ~.ing ~ __ S i d Peck . AJ!proxi mately 70 persons present. 
£1~JU~; · £t' ~~ ~!Lng ~ The meeting is alled to consider a special response 
cs· t h e Natl,onal ivi.obi:tizat ion (1-JI<I) t o the events of the past three weeks in 
bJ.a:,k -:Alnerican c dtamunities and other areas of our nation's cities. In parti
cular~ hm~ do w.e_. re spond t o_ the .. black liberation struggle at this juncture. 

lli~ ~pve.l : repo .. rted the action of the Washington Mobilizat~on (Wf.i) which had 
pr epa red a sttatemen t specifically on genocide in American communities, and 
~lso ~ a ·pe t iti on to t he UN :for a redress of grievances, and charging miscon
,. duc t of t he au th::-ri t:J.. e s i n t he Black Community. Bevel said the situation re

q ui r e d- extr~me nehsitivtty~ He asked: can the nm in some way back up the WM. 
Beve l pci~ted cut t he lmportanca of the white liberal-and-radical community 
·· ~~c :.llring out t o cJ.e.r~f'y t hi.ngs t o white · Ameri oao E . g. : it is no accident tha t 
t he fo')lr Negr o J. ead.e-rs s upported f e deral intervention on the same day that 

- H. Ra]:)Brc~n:r.;a:; ~ar~Jste·a:=1~- triexandri-n--;-:-va-:. -- B~vul~ pr op-cisu'cFa-puQTJi:e'f! Ciia~ --
mi ss ion - a l re:t.cL.Y' in discu~H; l on by others - to take initiative in providir..g 
a.·-·pl a t f or m f or national l y kn mm s chola rs for interpreting the rebellions in 
l i ght of t he war , , I t was pointed out in discussion that the causes of the 
rebellions a re i ri "':;he 'Tilhi te Community and it is therefore appropriate· to en--· 
dea v-er t o s peak to t hat communi ty directly. Presumably, the Investigating 
Commi scion coul d report within a shorter period of time than the January 1 
da te of the Kerner Commissi ona 

Q.2J~!l"'a 1 QJ~Q.!U. ~ ~no1<1i tz ( YAWF) : we should also condemn those who 
support thl~ occupation a s well as t hose who perpetrate it. He lbKelsey (Wf.1): 
repor t e d. t hey a :-e sending petitions around to local groups, but await the re
s ponse of N~ c Abe Wa sburd {TUP) mentioned that S.N.C.C. also had a petition 
to t he UN circulating ~ · - /ohu Wi lson (SNCC) :· said that their petition dea ls 
O<Wica.ll y wi th si tat -lof.ls. oc cur r i ng previous to the present r e.belliongs, as in 
Alab3.m~ 4 .K.g) ~,g;y: r ead t he petition "Against Genocide by the· United States a
gc.lns t its Black C:tizens . n Jt~.>i sburd then r~ad from Floyd HcK1ssick ~ s l e tter 
t o t he N· X" T~~ 7~ 30-6? . 11 \'le knwo the r1an better th~n he knows hims elf. 0. 

t:w cannot l ook e l seTrrhere for help ~ " tVe i s,Qurd. re~erred -tro the fact that t he 
issue of genoGid.e i n t he black American dWmmuni.ty was brought to Lake Success 
in 1951 and pa s s port s W8re lif t ed from those who d1d ' SO. The genoc1deof 
b l ·; . ck pe ople mus t be· l i nked to Vi e tnam for this is true. We should choose our 
pb.t h can move as best we ca n ~n coa liti on. The resolution or petition is help=. 
t'ul but we mus t a c t ,. . ~-- . · · ·." · · - ·. · - ~ 
£.n- Le~~nson ( CP <; USA h rof e r r ed· again to McKissick-'s letter: "Orlr friends in 
the Peace l•loveme~t ;.'..a n cee miles a.l'-ray . to the lketnameso but they cantt see 
ten block~l a Y>Ja y 1 n thei :r.· o{<lm communi ties. " Levinson spoke of the policy of 
mi l itary contai nm2nt l-chic h :included pacification qf. our cities. Violence a
gainst the bla~k peoples :;_s also displayed against . . peace marchers in Los An
geles and eise where ,_ The Pea ce Novement · then must become a full partner: 
1) black oppress i on i s a 1 se cond front ~ of the Vietnamese war - a deep re
jection of t ,he moral ity on t..rh ich ou:z< country 1s .founded: 2) there is now and 
1·1111 continue pressur e agu ins t our peace forces; 3) the peace movement cannot 
have a dual mor a li ty ,. \ole should ~ therefore. call for : 1) an immediate end 
t o t he war ~n ~~2t 1P s hi f t prio~ities ~ong this country's poor; 2) an e
merge!lcy convocati on t o cal l for an eme.rgenc;y session of Congress. l-Ie should, 
fu rther , re cons i de r 10/ 21 a.s the date and relate immediately to the black 
struggle o and t o the demands of the black liberation movement. Wilson stated 
the ma j ori ty of white pe ople thi nk t'ha.t Opea.ce people' tell black people what 
t o do o We can e t allow whi t .e pe ople to talk about what • s going on outside the 
country and not 'care about making peace here •. There is a 'ttmr going on - -~o 
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~ugla~ Gordon (Ad Hoc Conf. on Middle East): approves black rebellion as ·a 
support of the anti-war movement. Harry Ring commented on effect on black 
soldiers in Vietnam and white draft boards who have to take black youth and 
arm them.l0/21 more important than ever. Kelsey said the discussion indica
ted a kind of paternalism .on the .part of some. The \ffl had a deeper realiza
tion - that we are not just talking about ending the war. We are speaking 
of how we stop the explo.itation, of priorities, of America as the problem~·. 
This is not a new kind of civil rights movement. White America is invol~ed 
and is responsible .also for America. 12m Bradley (IUCBFP) "Hell is talking 
to ourselves about the purity ofour credentials." Jose Ristorucci (duBois) 
spoke of the Lower East Side and East Harlem. He s~we should be especially 
sensitive to the people of these communities in rebelliop. 

J 
.. SPECIFIC PROPOSALS: It was urged by Al Evanoff that trle keep 10/21 as our tar-
get date. A number of people wanted to get a decision but also a number wanted 
more discussion. Irv Beinin, Dagmar Wilson, Ruth Gage-Colby, Richard~
~. Greenbla~~ ~ Vincent Copeland all spoke generally favoring the £o
cus and the urgency. !:@.LU Biliclr pointed out how the Nl'I Com 1 e had moved 
to a positive action stance and that this was good After ~ Dellinger 
urged a ~ress Conference carrying our agreement (refuting use of federal 
troops, revolt not criminality, parallels with the Yetnam war, and self
determiation in black communities as in Vietnam ) , ~ Ahmed (CORE) re-

,-... ferred"tD the National Conference on Black Power. We now refer to the black 
Amerrican people who live in black American communities. There is an Inter
national Conference scheduled for Bermuda in 1968. We will also move against 
the war· on October .21 (Hallowe'en) and aslr for a changeof date ifpossi ble • 

..It was agreed by all that the mechanics of a change are now too great • 
. Sid .!&.llil=- said we have to recognize the problem in America is seen with a 
. double focal point D' He then moved: 1) we should go ahead with the press re-

~ leases and press conference, making sure we co-ordinate signers and co-chm.; 
2) we should then follow with the petition to the UN a few days later and 
3) follow that with the Peoples Investigating Commission. Gage-Colby secon
ded. After further discussion on the Press Conference by E!ng, Grunauer, 
Kelsey and l\iatt~ Burkleheimer, another proposal by Alex Chernowi tz (not ac
cepted), and a number of ,questions about who would be the drafters, Siq 
Peck said such authority was in the hands of the officers of ~~I, that they 
could and would speak, and there would be a statement. Individuals could re
spond as they wore asked by the Press, but basically the statement would 
incorporate the main trends of the ening's discussion. Discussion contin
~ed until Dellinger called for a decision on the Press Conference in the 
hands of the Steering Committee. This passed unanimously. (The Press Con-

• ference ~ro.s later tentatively scheduled for Thursday, August 1, one p.m. ) 
Clarifying the ~~ motion, ~ outlined a three point motion that was on 
the floor: 1) Initiate the Investigating Commission; 2) Support the ~1 
petition in principle ~~i thout trying to adopt it in detail as Nl1, and appoint 
a committee immediately to implement this week; 3) Get the word out to lo
cal and regional groups for support demonstrations and implementation. 
!\lore discussion follo~md with Bevel arguing for the importance of educating, 
not condemning. On the matter of the WM petition, it was agreed that we 
were saying as National Mob'n that we are with the approach, and that the 
actual petition would be worked out with Washington people. After .Wo1sburd 
pointed out the necessity for all slogans to come before the Working Com. 
for ~1ass Action (meeting 7/31 at 13 Astor ?lace), the question was called. 
It passed unanimousu. 
Dellinger then spoke of close partnership with the black community. Bradley 
said the Commission should assume the why of rebelliongs and deal with en
forcement problems and the anti-riot bill. ~ called for broad representa
tion in the Working Com. for the 10/21 Confrontation. Adjournment: nine p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Thomas Lee Hayes, Recorder 

.. , . . 
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DIRECT
ACTION
IN WASHINGTON, D. C.

The American peace movement is moving from pleading to 'struggle, from wringing of
hands to disruption, from protest to resistance. As we confront the rising tide of mili-
tarism in this country, as we resist the expanding war of genocide in Southeast Asia, our
movement must move from one stage of conflict to the next. Last April 15 our movement
was expanded in terms of numbers far above its previous level. Next October 21 the
peace movement will intensify in militancy when a mass “confrontation with .the war-
makers" will take place in Washington, D.C., a confrontation that will Move from dissent
to active resistance. It also has become necessary to escalate our movement in duration
as well as numbers and militancy. No longer can-we afford to “hit and run” with one or
two+lay demonstrations. We must pick a theme and organize around it for a long eAough
time to raise its issues and educate people about them. We must pick a battleground
and stay and fight. In answer to these needs the National Mobilization has developed the
Direct Action program.

NATIONAL MOBILIZATION COMMiTrEE TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM



WHAT IS IT? A program of sustained direct action in Washington, D.C., beginning Sep-
tember ll with the reconvening of Congress and running through October 21. The
theme: “NO MORE BOYS FOR VIETNAM; WE NEED THEM HERE TO BUILD."
Action will be directed at the draft mechanisms of the House and Senate Armed
Services Committees and the national he3dquarters of the Selective Service System.
Participating groups will present these institutions with demands such as a

suggested agenda of business for the committee hearing, or a demand that all
men morally or politically opposed to our aggression in Vietnam or the military
system be exempted from the draft. If the demands presented are not listened to
or complied with, the group would attempt to block the smooth functioning of
the institution and prevent it from carrying out its role in the Johnson Genocide
machine. Undoubtedly, some of the demands, although quite reasonable (a request
by 20 draft resisters to speak to John Stennis, Mendel Rivers or General Hershey
about their resistance) will meet with adamant and unreasonable refusal.

However, it should be noted that each group is free to decide its own course of
action, although it is hoped that they will remain within the framework of con-
frontation and resistance as outlined above.

WHO WILL DO IT?–Groups of demonstrators (10 to 75) will arrive in Washington each
day. The groups will be organized in communities around the country and will each
have a searate identity. Groupings may be geographic (e.g., Boston or Ithaca),
programatic (e.g., Peace Corps returnees or professional groups) or some other
category.



WHY THE MOBILIZATION DIRECT ACTION PROGRAM?

1. A program organized to carry out militant direct action over a sustained period of time
provides a framework for an educational program which cannot be provided
by one or two day actions. By publicly hitting away day after day at the issue of
the draft we can lay the educational foundation required to justify and sustain a
major draft resistance program and major confrontation in October. Additionally,
the fact that we will have a group of people committed to the idea of militant
direct action arriving in Washington daily will give us the opportunity to seriously
disrupt the smooth operation of the Armed Service Committees and Selective
Service. The two parts, education and disruption, are complementary.

2. It is useful as an organizing tool on the local level. A local group can use the act
of organizing a team to be sent to Washington as a means of strengthening the
local movement. It has been our experience that it is generally most productive
to involve and organize people around a specific project. In talking to people
around the country about this program we have found that, especially in non-
megopolitan areas, people who have been involved in educational work over the
summer have made contact with a number of people who are interested in par-
ticipating in ''concrete anti-war action'’ often as a result of being ilyolved in a
program of educational meetings. These people have been frustrated in this desire
because of the difficulty of finding a suitable target in their local community
around which a small group could take meaningful action. This project will pro-
vide a focus for these energies and will help to break down the sense of isolation
that grows up in a project outside the main areas of population by providing a
national focus and framework of activity that can easily be plugged into by a
local group. Whenever possible, parallel local actions should be organized to
coincide with the action in Washington. Even after a team has been recruited
there are many opportunities for additional local activity such as send off rallies
and meetings, press conferences and other parallel activities. In addition, direct
support in such things as bail, publicity, statements of support can be gotten
from people who could be involved in no other way. Once the group is back from
Washington a number of meetings can be held to report on what happened and
what to do next. Each group would have to decide how many people it wants to
send to Washington. A group should send only as many people as it can without
hurting local program. One of the advantages of the Direct Action Program is that
it does not need large numbers of people from any given area on any given day.

3. The project gives us the opportunity to begin on a long range program that the peace
movement has talked about for some time. That is the “new heroes” program. We
must begin to present to the American people a new Image of heroism. An image
directly counter to the establishment image of a hired killer for the status quo.
Our heroes are those who put their life on the line in opposition to the establish-
ment, the civil rights workers, the draft resisters, the anti-war demonstrators.



The National Mobilization

1. contacts people around the country and encourages the setting up
Qf teams to come to Washington

2. sends staff travelers to those who need them to help form a team

3. provides direct action worshops for those who request them

4. gets .out the information on this project

5. caordinates the scheduling of the groups

In Washington the National Mobilization will provide

1. full time public relations people to help with the press

2. housing

3. orientation to the Washington scene

4. technical assistance

5. possibly food (finances permitting)

The Mobilization will attempt to provide legal assistance for those arrested. However,
groups shou.Id be prepared to make their ow-n arrangements -if we are unable to do- so:
We are not in a position to provide bail.

send to

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

National Mobilization Committee
857 Broadway, Third Floor
New York, N.Y. 10003
Telephone (212) 6754605

Q I am interested in the Direct Action Program and would like to have
someone contact me about it.

r] I would like the name of someone working on this project in my area.

D I would like to be kept informed.

[] E:SIg;iiI:!):ontnbution (make checks payable to National MoUlin

Address.........'................................................................................................. .

Name......................

CitY..-..-.......-............................-....................... State................ Zip................

Telephone......................,........
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NATIONAL MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM 
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The .American people a-re war.,..weary o The cost of the war has 
destroyed the chances for aid to our cities and is threatentcg the 
entire economyo The Republican psrty is maneuvering to project a 
"!le'lce" (i,eo nonaeeaalaticn) cand~l.ate, CoDgreas is getting 
continually mare suspicious 6f executive ~d Pentagon usu~ation of 
authority but seems unable to stop ito The Admin1strati~~ has insulated 
itself from p!'otesto By its miJJ.tarietic po12c1es, 1.t is tu."''Iizlg the 
Black communities ~f Amer1ca into domestic versions of Vietname The 
peace and freedom movements are eager to move from dissent to resistance, 
from cr1t1c:f.em to sustained s-truggle in. opposition to America's militarism,. 

This fall will be the turning point for the peace and freedom movement, 
~~d the macth of October may be its focus~ It will be a time when Womec ' s 
g1•ou~ wi.ll ccrli'ront the men and iv.stitutions in Washington who are 
tul.':ning their solls1 b.uabm:W.s3 and lovers ~.nto c8Jlnon foddero It will be 
a time when yoUDg men throughout the count=y d1l~ctly1 personally1 and 
collectively will ~ "no" tp the a~a£te ~ctober will be a month that 
the peace movement !'lasses in the hWJdred.s of thousa:lds to make its 
presence felt :!.n that city of wsr-1 Washi-..rgton1 DoC,. It will be the 
month that the peace moYement goes beyong marching an~ speech making 
aDd moves toward massive civil disobedience and the direct obstruction of 
the t>~ar machine o 

October 21. and 22 are the dates selected by the National. Mobilization 
Comm:i.tt~e to EI1d the War in VietXlam for a maas:Lve mob1JJ.zation of. :peace 
forces aroUild the couDtry to Confront the Warmakers i!l Waah1Dgton1 DoCo 
We expect scores 6f thousands of people to ~e~ with us to the Pentagon 
and to take pa:ct :i.n o. day of unified activiti es to d.:ramat5.ze oppoeition 
to the waro In additioll1 several thousand people will close down the 
Pet1tagon for as loTJg as they can by trJi.'lJg to enter the building itself 
and by blocking t~e doorso 

The pr~mary goal of this demo~st~ation ia to communicate to the 
American people the Deed to cooti.'Jue to bu:1.ld . a mass movement to eXld 
the 'Y7ar and cspable ot clos1Dg dowu such inatrume:1ts of brutaJ.ity Slld 
miJ.itar:!.am as the Pentago:il not for a day but for all t:.tmeo The American 
govel"rrment is conducti&lg an immo.'t"Bl atld 1.l:!..egal w~~ in Vietnam and is 
baitdliJ:lg the rebelliolls 1n the Black COOlllltmi ties of .America w1 th the 
sama illlmmruoi ty and m111 tarismo The America:o people have no control over 
·the rampant forces of the Pentago:c 8Xld the militaryCI Faced w1th-1mmo,;oel.:tty 
Slld murder, a moral movement must take direct action to stop thts madness o 

The still developing plana for the Confrontation on October 21-22 
and the week lead~.tog up to it are as follows z 

· A d.ramat:tc national draft :refusal act!cm on October 16 by the 
Reaista:ilce~ Diversified act1~~t1es in Wash~gton and elsewhere 
orgsn:f.zed by indi vidusl grol..~s frr,m arOUXld the coUllty o Seve.'"al peace 
caravans have already been organized m:td plan to alTive :ln Waah:i.rlgton 
durillg this period. 

A major rockofolk t':onaert ~ F.L"iday night, October 201 at the DoCe 
s~aa~um (ca~acity 501000) 1n Washicgton~ D~Co 



1. - Wh.ereew r t lte steering ctmndttee is held we should b9 nUve . 
2 .... 'f'.eli:t s eo.!ring comnrittee tri..l l be he14 tomorow at 323 B. 9th st • .l..pt 2B (S€:et>ner) 
3~"l* - call po.-pl~ for steri ng ~ttee (especially ftmY 11 Abner, Al) 
t.~.. Mobili ;~n: ntd.ling- aciressss stcrted. draft res-ietane.e brochure r eady fl ~ di~eet 

aeti·~:.I br~bure at pl:intt{r should be z:ead7 t~aw 
S*'k"" ~"1ec.'~ WSP and COM about their •11:!nge 
6 .. -Oc t 21 leaflet will be on front l'aae of Raw Patriot 
"l~*o t!'-11 gat full page in~ Lef t Notes . Check about using ~ir mailing lis t for 

t 1il1ng 
8**"' ;back on :MC!if' contact list 
~Jt .• ~-::~ek on Sing Out W.agi:dne•Erwin Silvar. Suzy Cloke _ 
J.O*':"" ~eck National and N.Y.. &Um, sandra wilson 
l l f 1~ 3p&einl mailing _to Viet sum11er organizers 
l~ .... sus~stion made 'by Jr::rry that part of the office be organised a round gaog~&f.lhical --=-- "1 
- l!!!:c'!:SS e.."ld part by fUnction. Au 0"6ganiZ~1l:icma1' -Committee WaS- formed to develope-

a Table of Organization .. committe ccms:i.sts of _Jerryt carol, Beverly, and llO'b .. 
c<Wid.ttee should also cQnSid&r-2 full time futid raisers,, o~der filling, correspcn~nc . 
anF~ring, ofxica schedule. volunteers, loglatics DoC• (Ivanhoe} amnng ot her things • 

.i.l• current staff rasponsibilities . - · 
Sue-J~s Bevel, and settigg up apeakera schedules 
laren~~ili~~ poatera~ buttonS, etc. 
~tthew•patition 
Bruee•airect action 
~ia-dir~t action 
Ruth ... lb;'aft resistance. eont4ct list, maintt.li.~-dng sanit~f ot:her staff m~mbe3;'s. 
!laney... netf, bas been helping with pr&ss 
Baverly~petition0 speakers schedules, fiuaoces 
Jerry- OCt 21 · 
StGW•KobiU.aer 11 Oct 21::;· w.anta to be speaker 
Carol•office in general, mailings, finances 
N£rjory .. new 
Sue orrin was mentioned as possible office co~ardinator for ~amh . D.C. 

14• Tom and staff appr9Ve button 6 poster desiaens. Tcr.n wants cost breakdoi.m on 
1~ to be appr~d. 

:.S• Direct Action Projeet. There has been a very poor response~ i t ie not ·~clieki~" C! 

'J:be lituature is a till st printer. ·no we have enough resources to carry the 
_ ~~je~t out? _'<'Ueation r~Ju~~-ZS to wetb<&r we should not 4rop project and tb401L_ 
-eurglea into developing the pre-oet 21 aetiona. A atudy_ coumittee set up to 

1Wke report and re:omendaticom to steerina ctimR!itt:ee. Tom:. Bob, ¥.1n::ta, and :Je:ra:y 
on study committee. 

16· etaff houee and off:tca in D.c. to be brought up at steering eOUJDittae meeting. 
17~ check out the Penn. bil Roacr and the train:a~ consult with fred Halstead and 

lieth I~ in regards to 80ImB sort of action about refusal to let us hava 
tE'aiu .. 

18• carol po~nted out that ~e really DSed staff saetings to discusa what needs to be 
done ou a day tc day b.ae:ls, not strategyy 'III!Gtinga.. like this _ one. 

19... anyone who has eritic1S~U 40out th(t spelling, graumer~ syntu, or ot her eachniesl 
points, of _theae notes should bring them up to Tom BsyGs who should h.a~ ~ 
wb&t be was ce!ng. -

Bruce Hartford 
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