WATS Report: June 23, 1954

MrCemb, Mississippi: taken by Jim Forman

Last night the home of Fred Eatss was bombed at abeout 10:20rm, Bates is the
Prese of the Pike L‘oun'ty HALCP, was active in the movement in '61-62,

has been supperting Pat Walker and Freddie Creea during the last few weeks
and had agreed to house summer workerse Bates lives at 928 Summit Street.
His phone number is 58L-53L5.

At 10:20pm lest nigh®,; niss Jesste Wilson, one of lir. Bates' borders, noticed
a light green /0cl fone dots Ghiey. drive up to the house, She samw a man in
the back seat furbling around with somethingl He got out of the car, opened
the Uront deor end got out a package which he threw on the front norszhs

viisa “ilson shouted to iir. Bates and the cother Bhivkikkl boarder to move to
the back of the house, OGeconds later the bomb went off ceusing a great deal
of property damage and demage the whole front of the house. IMiiss Willzum
sleeps in the front of the hovsz; her bed 1s about two fect from the window.
Hekk If she had not szen the car drlve up and the man throw the bomb, she
would most lilkely have besn hita

A bomb also went off at the home of Mr, C.C. Bryant, local NAACP president,
tat no damage was incurreds, That logal branch has not really been active
lately. Also, dynamite was foulild on the front 3,15 of Corine Andrews! house,
but the dynamite did not go off. Miss Andrews has no comnaction with the
movement and it 1s not krown why the dynamite was put there.

There is now a SNCC phone in McComby 68L-2110 (it is at 702 Wall St.,
heme of Miss Willis Ma= Cotton)a

I gpoke with the New 0rldans FBI at 12:1Cnoen (Mr, Paul Alker). Alksr said
that the FEI did not have jurisdicdicn in bombingsunless interstate transporta-
tion of explosives was involved or_unless the Justice Department tells them
to investigats. He said that as far as he lmew there was no investigation
goinz one At 1:45 pm I spoke with Jehn Doar, hewidver, who said that a reguest
had pgene cubt early this morning for the FBI to iavestipate and that they
were working on ihe casa. FHe said that Mr, Maynse or Mr, Sylvester are the
people to conbast in ¥ew Orleans, koitikhidrduriekFurlaitklbiilhirkhickkihlk
kg The New Orleans office hes jucfndiction cver evenbds in Scuthwest
Mississippie
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Washington: Lenors Ginsburg

Today 1L groups of parents ilew into Weshington, D,C. kikllrls They will attempt
to sse President Jehnson and will participate in a newsconference bein

held at 2um at ths AFL-CI0 building. The studsntxz vho are wokking in Southwest
Mississippi will be there as wall, Thoy will dizeouss the bombings and the
dissapearence in Philsdelphia, This morning Cong. Fitts Ekjt Ryan spoke abount
the Mississippi &l buation on ths fionr of the Houses In addition, Jim Monsonis
and some of the summer volunteers met with Burke ¥Marshall this morningh

If the groups of parentsare abtle to see Johnson hiXxk they plan to ask him to
send federal marshalls into Missispippie.
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Selma: Benny Tucker
re cross burning and riess meeting last nighta
Police disnersed the cars of whites thal were swrrounding the First Baptist
Church durisng the mass meebing cnd at the end of the meeting the people were
able to go homs with no interfercnes. Police then went over to the Freedom
House and guarded it during the gevening,
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