WATS report: June 2, 1944 unofficial report

Meridian: John Lewis

John Lewis went inte Philadelphia with James Farmer, Dick Sregory, George
Raymond and thirity othars. They talked with the depuiy sheriff who had arrested
the three boys on Sunday and escoried them ocut of Pniladelphia after releasing
them. BRhey also met with a Mr, Snodgrass from the siste highway department

and with the ciiy attorney. John mentioned that their discussion of the arrestg
etc. included many conflizting stories. He the arrest one pan said they were
going 65 4n a 35mph spne, andther said TSmphe

The whole grouy wented to go to sez the car and the site of the burned church
but since Lhey would not let the whole group go, none went.

John duscribed Phicadedptis as boiue Llke g3 dvaed camme Theve are 235 state
patrolueny and about 50 I'BI agents ue well as a number of people who have been
deputized. John menbloned fhat pecpis are standing arcund the strests, partic-
ulaxly around the vourthouse with rifles and muns.

KikhklhEldgiehlrpldakh Ll Elbh
Lee White, the President's appeintment secretary, called Mrs. Cheney on
behalf of the President today.

There has been discussion amongst John, Farmar, Art Thomas, UGeorge Raymond,

and Bob Gore concerning plans for the Philadelphia area. There was some Bikkkkk
discussion of intensilying the voter registration drive in the area. Thers

was also discussion of demandines federal marshalls for all 852 counties,
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Chicagos Bobbi Yrncey 10:2Fpm

Att. Chuck Markel who has just come back from Mizi. called down to the

jail and was icl< ihat Marvion could not see a lawyer without a federal marshdl
baeing there. <:ice thzre was rnot & marshell around, Marion could not see

him or another lawyer. Marion is das in the fed'l marshall's office ab

Gam tomorrow and Markel will ge down thene

Thers iz to be a hearing *em-ivou bSefore commlssioner Bentley Pilke., &t that
time people who were Lloclksd ia mnd vho wers witnesses to the beating of Mariom
will slsgo go dovils
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