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January 13, 1964 

Dear Friend of our Federation : 

I 

A:ttord1n~ S11~tory~ 

Mr. f1ecfeJic ~- Bidwell 

Treewre':t 
Mr. R'Obott F~ 8toch. 

We shouJ.d do v.bat"Sver we can about Jack me of our members 
have gone there on missions and have bee , at the Capitol St~eet 
Methodist Church or at the Galloway Memor odist Church . Bishop 
James K. Mathews of ~ston has called the situation there "a humiliation 
and an embarrassment" to our llfethodist Church. 

VIe are asking the members of our Executive , National and Administrative 
Committees to write 

(l) ~&hop Marvin A. Frankl!n 
Methodist Building 
Jackson 1 , Mississippi 

and the District Superintendent, 

(2) The Rev . John W. Leggett , Jr. 
Box 303 
Jackson, Mississippi 

1n the following suggested tenor, by January 31 . Identify yourselves as 
members of your particular committee of The Methodist Federation for 
Socia~ Action (Unofficial)/ and please let me know that you have written 
to Jackson, Mississippi: 

Dear Bishop Franklin (Reverend John Leggett) 

We are deepl.y conc"Srned about the situation in .Jackson, specit'icall.y 
at the Capitol Street and Galloway Memorial. churches. Some of our mem­
bers have been among those arrested in attempts ~o witness to the in­
clusiveness o.f our Christian worship . One of our Bishops baa called 
this "a humiliatj.on and an embarrassment" to our Methodist Church . 

We feel that an inescapable moral obligation rests upon our Bishop 
and our District Superintendent in Jackson to help achieve de~orecy 
in Mississippi; more, to stand in Mississippi for what our Methodist 
Church stands; still more, to maintain in Mississippi an uncompromis­
ing \"fitness to Christian brotherhood . 



2 

A high pri~e baa to be paid to aohle•e Christian brotherhood in Jack­
son. It ia being paid by a oo~aiderable number. We beseech you to join 
in paying the price. We beseech you, too, to accompany Negro worship­
era to theee churches, and, as otbers have been, it it so happens, to 
be arrested with them. Such a dramatic confrontation might finally 
speak to the Christian conscience in Jackson. 

We : make this plea~to Y9U 'humbly, with a ~ense of,~ur'oomm.u respoftJ1-
.b1l:£cy for. the ~oo~ nlullii·Ot •OUP'•ohur~o~h~. · · ~ ' 'l , , ·r .. · · r.·~ ~ ... 

Our president, Bishop Edgar A. Love, and our vice presidents , the Rev . 
Edward L. Peat and the Rev . Clarence T. R. Nelson, have approved this 
action . 

II 

The December 18th decision of the Federal Appeals Court reversing the 
registration order for the cnmmun1st Party is the first major break­
through on a constitutional issue involved in the McCarren Internal Se­
curity Act . 

The Citizens Committee for Constitutional Liberties, of which our ~r. 
Willard Uphaus is chairman, has approved the insertion of an advertise­
ment of 174 page in ''The New York 'l'imes11 before the end of January, 
spelling out the significance of this decision. 

The cost of this ad is $2,000. Will you join me in helping to underwrite 
$100 of it? This request goes to 135 Committee members. C~ you return 
$1 (or more)? a,nd mar~ it nccCL Ad"'? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

You are 


